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September 14, 2008 
Feast of the Exaltation 

of the Holy Cross 
 

 

 

 

Faithful Shepherd Septemberfest 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan 
Located about one mile east of 

I-35E and Yankee Doodle 
Friday, September 19- 
Sunday, September 21 

 
For ticket and event information visit 

www.septemberfest.info. Advance tickets can be 
purchased after all Masses this weekend. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

E ach year on September 14 we celebrate a great feast day: 

the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. The day is so important that if 
it falls on a Sunday, as it does today, it replaces the 24th Sunday 

in Ordinary Time. For many years it was called the Feast of the 

Triumph of the Cross, but now a more literal translation of the 

Latin name of the feast is being used. “Exaltation” more 

accurately conveys the sense of the Cross of Christ having been 

lifted up for our adoration, for on its wood, as we sing on Good 

Friday, hung the Savior of the world. This feast can be 

described as the “other side of Good Friday.” As we solemnly 
observe the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, it would hardly be 

appropriate for us to do very much rejoicing—and yet the 

redemption that Jesus purchased by his suffering, death, and 

resurrection is a cause for rejoicing. So we celebrate the joyful 

aspects of Christ’s death on the Cross at other times, and these 

reach their high point on September 14, the Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross. 
 

So why is a feast of the Holy Cross celebrated on a day in 

September?  The reason is an ancient one. In the year 320 

Helena, the mother of the emperor Constantine (the emperor 
who made Christianity legal in 313), was on a pilgrimage to 

Jerusalem when she was shown the True Cross, the Cross upon 

which Jesus died. No less a figure than St. Ambrose testified to 

the truth of this event in that same century. How could anyone 

have known where the Cross had been hidden? Well, Jerusalem 

always had a Christian community, who had celebrated the 

liturgy at the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection until AD 

66. According to archaeologist and Dominican priest Fr. 
Jerome Murphy-O’Connor, “The memory of the site remained, 

and was probably reinforced by bitterness when Hadrian in 135 

filled in the quarry to provide a level base for his Capitoline 

temple, which was flanked by a shrine honoring Aphrodite.”  

Thus 195 years later the Christians of Jerusalem had only to 

point to the enormous Roman temple to show Helena where 

Jesus had been crucified and raised from the dead, and where 
the True Cross had been hidden.  
 

Constantine decided to build a church on the site of the 

Resurrection. The construction of this church involved an 
enormous expense: the Roman temple had to be torn down, and 

a new building had to be constructed. All of this effort was 

made to construct the church over the exact site of the Lord’s 

crucifixion and resurrection, despite the fact that open land was 

available nearby. Eusebius of Caesarea, who lived from 275 to 

339, witnessed the demolition of the temple and excavation of 

the ground: “At once the work was carried out, and as layer 

after layer of the subsoil came into view, the venerable and 
most holy memorial of the Savior’s resurrection, beyond all our 

hopes, came into view.” The memory of the Jerusalem 

Christians must have been very strong to justify building the 

church where Constantine built it. It was actually a series of 

elements that were built: an atrium, a basilica, an open 

courtyard in whose corner was the rock of Calvary, and the 

tomb monument over the site of the Resurrection. On 
September 14, 335, fifteen years after St. Helena found the 

Cross, the church was dedicated. Its dedication date is why we 

celebrate a feast honoring the Cross of Christ on September 14. 
 

cont. in column 2   

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Family Packet Pick Up 
September 20 and 21 in the Gathering Space 
If you have a child enrolled in the 2008-2009 religious 

education program, please stop at the table in the gathering 

space after any of the Masses on September 20/21 to pick up 

the packet with your family’s name on it. In the packet is 

confirmation of your child’s enrollment, the grade calendar, and 

medical emergency forms. If you have any questions, please 

contact Sue Scherer at 651.905.4318. 

Cont. from column 1 
 

The building dedicated in 335 would not stand forever. The 

Persians set it on fire in 614. It was repaired, but in 1009 it 

was completely destroyed by the Muslim caliph Hakim. It was 

not until 1048 that the church was reconstructed, but there was 

not enough money to restore the church to its original size. It 

was made much smaller, and it was to this small Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre that the Crusaders came in 1099. These 

European Catholic Christians finished their improvements to 

the church in 1149, and in 1170 added the bell tower that can 

be seen today. The poor church has since then suffered fire 

and earthquake, but it still stands, and under its roof is the site 

of Jesus’ crucifixion and, a few yards away, the site of his 

resurrection. This is the place that Christian people have 

sought out to worship God since the lifetimes of those who 

stood at the foot of the cross and those who were eyewitnesses 

of the resurrected Lord Jesus. Today’s Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre is the holiest pilgrimage place in the Christian 

world. Fr. Joseph Gallatin, Pastor 

Support Groups and Programs 

This month in our support spotlight: 
 

Support Group for Latina Women 
Wednesdays 4-7 p.m. 

This group deals with various women’s issues. Neighborhood 

House, 179 East Robie Street, for more information call 

651.227.9291. 
 

Rainbows 
Various Locations 

Support group for children, ages pre-K through 8th grade, whose 

family is dealing with divorce or the loss of a parent. Call Mary 

Baatz at 952.469.4481 for more information. 
 

General Men's Issues / Relationship Issues 
Mondays, 12:30-2:30 pm; Thursdays, 7:30-9:30 pm 

Men can express feelings about the process of life’s challenges 

and experiences, and what it means to be a man in our culture. 

Twin Cities Men’s Center 3249 Hennepin Avenue South Suite 

55. Call Norm Petrik 612.822.5892 for more information. 
 

For information about support programs for specific needs or to 

recommend a program or group you do not see featured here, 

please contact  Lisa Amos,  651.905.4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 9/1-9/7/08 .................................... $19,710 

Actual for the period of 9/1-9/7/08 ................................. $26,022 

Year-to-Date Budget .................................................... $186,450 

Year-to-Date Actual ..................................................... $167,929 

Cathedral of St. Paul Collection 
This weekend parishes in the Archdiocese will be asked to 

support the pressing needs for repairs and restoration to the 

Cathedral. The Cathedral serves more than its parishioners—it 

is the “mother church” of the entire Archdiocese. Thank you for 

your generosity! 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Social Justice Thought 

In the Catholic tradition—responsible citizenship is a virtue—

and participation in political life is a moral obligation. This 

obligation is rooted in our baptismal commitment to follow 

Jesus Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do. 

 

~U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation 
Kristen Mutch and Tom Vierkant 

Arturo de la Cruz and Megan Hanlon 

First Proclamation 
Elizabeth Harrison and Patrick Hoeft 

Mary C. Howley 
will be celebrating her 100th birthday 

on Saturday, September 20, 

at the Church of St. Peter. 

Welcome reception 3:30 p.m. in Heritage Center. 

The Intention at 5 p.m. Mass is for Mary. 

 

Mary is a long-time parishioner at St. Peter’s She moved to 

assisted living at Cerenity, 225 Frank St., Apt. #15, St. Paul 

MN 55105, phone 651.495.1880. She would love to hear from 

you. Mary’s birthday is September 16. 

 

For more information contact Margaret Kane at 651.454.7188; 

Beverly Bayless, 651.452.5245; or Connie Larson, 

651.454.8483. 

Separated and Divorced 

Catholic Coalition for Separated and 

Divorced is a confidential peer support and 

information system for adults who are 

dealing with broken relationships. 

Information and support is given for the 

following areas: dealing with anger; 

handling guilt; grappling with rejection; 

surviving loneliness; letting go/moving on; embracing 

acceptance; rebuilding trust; seeing God anew. 

 

All are welcome to attend the “Catholic Coalition for 

Separated and Divorced” 2008-2009 Series, which runs 

Mondays September 29 through March 30, 2009. Registration 

is at 6:45 p.m. and speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 651.683.9808 for 

questions or additional information. 

 Monday, September 29: “Grief and Divorce” 

  Adaire Lassonde, SSND 

  Office of Separated & Divorced 

Catholics, Catholic Charities 

 

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the first 
in a five-week series: 

Growing Through Loss 
 

Karen Kaiser Clark, author, international lecturer 

President, Center for Executive Planning 

Karen will speak on  

“Choosing to Become MORE in the Face of Loss— 

Life is Change, Growth is Optional” 

Tuesday, September 23 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 

3611 North Berens Road NW, Prior Lake 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 
 

This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss or 

major crisis and to Pastoral Ministers; i.e., BeFrienders, 

Stephen Ministers and Samaritan Ministers. 
 

Brochures are available at the Information Center in the 

Gathering Space. 

Growing Through Loss 

Seniors Luncheon 

St. Peter’s Seniors invite other seniors to join them on the third 

Wednesday of every month—next luncheon and gathering is 

Wednesday, September 17, in the Ravoux Room. Seniors do 

not need to be from the parish to come. Pot-luck lunch is at 12 

noon followed by cards and games. For more information, 

please call Lisa Amos, pastoral associate, at 651.905.4304. 
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Monday, September 15 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 10 am Beethoven Series, Ravoux Room 
 

Tuesday, September 16 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, September 17 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 pm Pastoral Visitation Team, Family Room 

 12 Noon Senior Citizen Luncheon, Ravoux Room 
  

Thursday, September 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 10B 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 10A 
 

Friday, September 19 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, September 20 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Ravoux Room 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Cookies and Refreshments 

   Inter-Generational Catechesis Sign Up 

   Religious Ed Family Packet Pick Up 
 

Sunday, Sept. 21—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 10 am Confirmation Class 

 10 am Grade 9 Classes 

 After Masses: 

   Doughnuts and Refreshments 

   Inter-Generational Catechesis Sign Up 

   Religious Ed Family Packet Pick Up 

   Workcamp Sponsorship 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Dale Bachmeier .............................................. 651.224.2868 

Jeanne Chapdelaine ........................................ 651.454.6325 

Kurian Cherucheril ......................................... 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingman ........................................... 651.681.1678 

James Hoey..................................................... 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady ...................................................... 651.493.0087 

Tom O’Neill ................................................... 651.454.5128 

Mary Partington .............................................. 651.457.5164 

John Vogel ...................................................... 651.688.7427 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio ................................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie................................................... 651.365.1334 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

  Monday, September 15 - †Joe Chapdelaine 

 Tuesday, September 16 - †Jeffrey Weiss 

 Wednesday, September 17 - †John Utecht 

 Friday, September18 - †Joe Utecht 

 Saturday, Sept. 20 - Mary Howley’s 100th Birthday 

 Sunday, Sept. 21 - 9 a.m. - †Gladys Miotti 

 11 a.m. - For the People of St. Peter’s 

Lay (“Third Order”) 

Carmelite Open House 

Sunday, October 5, 1 p.m. 

Church of the Nativity of Our Lord 

324 South Prior Avenue (Prior at Stanford Avenues) 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

Lower Level, Steiner Hall 
 

An invitation to baptized adult Catholics, married or 

single, who want to grow spiritually by learning about the 

classic Carmelite way of life. 
 

For more information call Dan or Mary at 651.454.6123 or 

Patricia at 952.941.6896. 

1st Quarterly Meeting of  the 

Saint Paul Deaneries 

Council of  Catholic Women 

The 1st Quarterly Meeting of the Saint Paul Deaneries 

Council of Catholic Women will be held at the Church of 

St. James, 496 View Street, St. Paul, on Thursday, 

September 18. Following a 9 a.m. business meeting there 

will be workshops conducted by the deanery commissions. 

Lunch will be served following 12 noon Mass. Cost is $10 

and includes lunch. RSVP by Monday, September 15, by 

calling 651.488.3351, 651.228.0513 or 651.482.9952. All 

women of the parish are invited to attend this meeting. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
“Could you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.” 


