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January 11, 2009 
Baptism of the Lord 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 



Church of St. Peter Page 2 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

T oday could be called the eighteenth day of Christmas. 
January 11 is, this year, the 18th day of the season of Christmas 
and also its last day. The season ends Sunday night, and 
tomorrow will be Monday of the First Week in Ordinary Time. 
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is always the last day of 
Christmas—a day on which the season that celebrates the 
Incarnation of the Second Person of the Trinity seems to fast-
forward to Jesus’ adulthood. The Lord’s Baptism in the Jordan 
River is one aspect of the mystery of the Incarnation, and the 
voice of the Father and the appearance of the Holy Spirit in the 
presence of the Son reveals God-come-in-the-flesh. I hope you 
will remember this day, and will really feel the difference when 
you return next Sunday for the Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. 
 
As part of my homily on Holy Family Sunday, December 28, I 
read a quotation from a sociological study to demonstrate that 
researchers approaching family life from a secular perspective 
can reach some of the same conclusions held by people of faith. 
I have learned since then that someone (whose identity I do not 
know) heard something different than what I read, somehow 
hearing a criticism of adoption that is not at all present in the 
text. I hope that my reprinting of this quotation will be helpful 
to that party and to everyone else as well. 
 

“If we were asked to design a system for making sure that 
children’s basic needs were met, we would probably come 
up with something similar to the two-parent ideal. Such a 
design, in theory, would not only ensure that children had 
access to the time and money of two adults, it would also 
provide a system of checks and balances that promoted 
quality parenting. The fact that both parents have a 
biological connection to the child would increase the 
likelihood that the parents would identify with the child 
and be willing to sacrifice for that child, and it would 
reduce the likelihood that either parent would abuse the 
child.” (Sara McLanahan and Gary Sandefur, Growing Up 
with a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994, p. 38) 

 
Sociologists study general trends, and do not speak about every 
person’s individual situation. The members of one single-parent 
family approached me after Mass and told me that their lives 
have turned out very well, but that they understand that two-
parent families might have an easier time of things. In other 
words, a general trend of intact, two-parent families would tend 
to produce more successful families than a general trend of 
single-parent families. I think that is all that quotation means. 
Most single parents I know do a heroic job bringing up 
children, and certainly deserve our support. That goes well with 
my main point: the self-sacrificing love of the members of the 
Holy Family are a good model for us to follow. 
 
Finally, we have come to the time for me to spend a few weeks 
preaching the homily at Mass on the subject of the liturgy itself, 
rather than on the Scripture readings of the day. I hope you will 
consider what the Mass really is in your own personal prayer as 
we approach these weeks. 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Meet Our New Music Director 

M y name is David Dunst, a native of Grand Rapids, 

Michigan. I grew up in a parish just about the size of St. 

Peter—called St. Anthony of Padua—in the care of Franciscan 

Friars. I attended Catholic schools all my life, including my 

ongoing graduate studies. I began playing various instruments 

(drums and piano primarily) for all-school and parish Masses in 

sixth grade, and as I gained in experience and advanced in 

school was privileged to play for Masses on a fairly regular 

basis at three or four churches. Once I taught myself the guitar, 

I was asked to lead music for the St. Anthony youth ministry 

where I made some of my best friends, with whom I’ve been 

serving in various ministries in—and outside of—parish youth 

programs over the course of the past eleven years. 

  

Upon finishing my undergraduate education, and after about 

five months of job hunting, I was offered my first position, at 

St. Joseph University Parish in Terre Haute, Indiana—under the 

care of those same Franciscan Friars. Some people meet the 

man or woman they want to marry in college, some at a bar; I 

met the woman I wanted to marry at parish Liturgy Committee 

meetings. We married in November 2004, then I left Terre 

Haute to accept employment closer to my family in Michigan. 

While there, my wife, Jonna, and I welcomed our first daughter, 

Maggie (now 2 years old), and more recently, our second 

daughter, Elenna (now about 1 month old). 

  

I am very excited to join your community and am looking 

forward to the opportunity to worship with you, and grow in 

faith and devotion to Christ alongside all of you. My wife and I 

believe the Lord has called us away from the comfort of friends 

and family to join your family, and we hope to make many new 

friends here. May the Lord bless us with all the graces of his 

Incarnation. Until we join you in person, in prayer, God’s best 

for all of you. 

 

~David Dunst 

St. Peter’s Music Director 

Effective February 16, 2009 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the “Catholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorced”   

Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30, 2009. Registration is at 6:45 

p.m. and speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 

4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 651.683.9808 for 

questions or additional information. 

Monday, January 12: “De-Stressing Divorce” 

Brenda DeMotte, MSW, LICSW 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, Guatemala 
Interested in joining the Guatemala Mission outreach to 

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in San Pedro, Guatemala?    

Please contact Mike Schimek at 651.917.7866 if you are 

interested in possible travel or would help the mission 

within our parish community. We are working with the 

families of Our Lady of the Rosary to build a first of its 

kind water filtration system, as the community currently 

lacks sanitary drinking water. 

 

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) 

March for Life Thursday, January 22 
On Thursday, January 22, join thousands of Minnesotans 

at the State Capitol in St. Paul at 12 noon for the MCCL 

March for Life. The march commemorates the deaths of 

more than 50 million unborn babies killed by abortion 

since the 1973 Supreme Court’s decision legalized 

abortion on demand. 

 

The Archdiocese will sponsor a Prayer Service for Life at 

the Cathedral of Saint Paul from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Archbishop John C. Nienstedt will speak. Providence 

Academy students will provide the music. A collection 

will be taken for the Archdiocesan LIFE FUND, an 

archdiocesan fund that provides last resort, emergency 

financial aid to women and couples for pregnancy-related 

expenses and to those with babies in their first year of 

life. For more information contact the Marriage, Family 

and Life Office at 651.291.4488.  

 

There will be a carpool leaving St. Peter’s for the State 

Capital right after the 9 a.m. Mass. If you are interested in 

carpooling, please call Carol Mulvihill to make 

arrangements at 651.453.1345. 

 

Your presence will help show elected officials and the 

public the depth of support for pro-life legislation 

protecting women and unborn babies. For more 

information, visit www.mccl.org or contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

What better gift to give your child and family than to send 

him or her to a Catholic School? We at Faithful Shepherd 

know the benefits of educating a child in a Catholic 

School environment and we would like to share our 

beliefs with you, allow you the opportunity to experience 

a day at our school, as well as ask any questions you may 

have about our school. Come learn—along with other 

interested families—at one of our open houses being held. 

 

Tuesday, January 27, from 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 10, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any further questions, would like to schedule 

an individual tour, or simply would like to chat with a 

member of our school, feel free to contact Mr. Boone, 

school principal, at 651.406.4747. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket, St. John Neumann, St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Parenting “Kahnversations” 

The Faithful Shepherd Home and School Association is 

hosting a FREE series of parenting “Kahnversations” with 

their very own Dr. Steven Kahn, FSCS School 

Psychologist. Dr. Kahn will enlighten parents on a series 

of parenting topics that bridge all age groups. Topics 

include: 

Thursday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.—A Parent’s 

New Year’s Resolution: To Parent Before Age 

12 For The Years After Age 12 

Thursday, February 19, 8:05 a.m.—Finding 

what to teach: Parenting with Long-Term Goals 

in Mind 

Thursday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.—Looking for 

Signs of Stress in Our Children: How much is 

too much, how busy is too busy? 

Thursday, April 23, 8:05 a.m.—How to 

Motivate our Children to Find Themselves, 

Achieve Their Potential and Reach Their 

Personal Goals 

 

There is no registration or fee and will be held at Faithful 

Shepherd. Just bring your questions or come to listen. 

Invite a friend! If you have questions, contact Ronda 

Rottjakob at rottjak@comcast.net or 651.687.0801. 

 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School Open House 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 12/15-12/21/08 ................... $26,410 

Actual for the period of 12/15-12/21/08 ................ $30,079 

Budget for the period 12/22-12/28/08 ................... $32,250 

Actual for the period of 12/22-12/28/08 ................ $53,403 

Budget for the period 12/29/08-1/4/09 .................. $27,960 

Actual for the period of 12/29/08-1/4/09 .............. $37,478 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $530,930 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $524,837 

Social Justice Thought 

T he United States has a responsibility to work to 

reverse the spread of nuclear, chemical, and biological 

weapons, and to reduce its own reliance on weapons of 

mass destruction by pursuing progressive nuclear 

disarmament. 
 
 

~U.S. Catholic Bishops 

O n coming up out of the water he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, descending 

upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You are 

my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 ~Mk 1:10-11 

 
~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 

É2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

Convent of the Visitation School—located at 2455 

Visitation Drive in Mendota Heights—will hold an Upper 

School Open House on Wednesday, January 14, at 7 p.m. 

This informational open house is planned for prospective 

families interested in grades 9-12 at Visitation. For more 

information please contact the admissions office at 

651.683.1707 or visit their website at www.visitation.net. 

 

An overview of the school programs, philosophy and 

curriculum will be presented. Families will also have the 

opportunity to tour the facilities and speak with faculty, 

students, administrators and current parents. Financial 

grant and transportation information will also be 

available. 

Visitation Grades 9-12 

Open House 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Neighbors Food Shelf 
Our sincerest thank you for the most 

generous donations you made to us 

during November and December 2008. 

 

Your donation of a total of 259 pounds of food items is 

greatly appreciated. 

  

Many of your neighbors benefited from these gifts from 

your heart. 
 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

Eye glass collection: recycle your old eye glasses by 

placing them in the box in the coat room for distribution 

by the Lion’s Club. 
  

New white socksðmens and womens—are urgently 

needed for the homeless and are being collected for 

Listening House distribution. A box is located in the coat 

room for your donation. 

Council of  Catholic Women 

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, January 14, 1:30 p.m. in Conference 

Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 

Youth Group Ski and 

Snowboard Trip 

The annual Youth Group Ski and 

Snowboard Trip is next Sunday, 

January 18. Our charter bus will 

leave St. Peter’s at 1 p.m. and return 

around 10 p.m. We will be going to 

Wild Mountain in Taylors Falls. 

Cost is $20 if you bring your own 

equipment, $40 if you need to rent 

equipment.  This trip is open to all youth in grades 6 and 

up, and feel free to bring friends (all youth attending must 

have a signed permission slip, which is available at 

www.spyministry.org). If you have any questions, please 

call Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. You must RSVP by 

Friday, January 16. 
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Monday, January 12 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, January 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, January 14 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 1:30 pm SPCCW Board Meeting, 

   Conference Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, January 15 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, January 16 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, January 17 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
 

Sunday, January 18ð2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 After Masses: 

   Refreshments and Doughnuts 

 1 pm Youth Ski Trip 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom O’Neill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingman ................................... 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life 
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan O’Brien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment 
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers 
 Tom & Mary O’Neill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

  Tuesday, January 13 - †Joseph and †Lillian Fee 

 Wednesday, January 14 - †Estelle Knapp 

 Thursday, January 15 - Stephen Lauinger 

 Friday, January 16 - †John Webb 

 Saturday, January 17 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, January 18 -  9 a.m. - †Mel DeBlauw 

  11 a.m. - †Charles Gerner 
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History Corner 

Bell Tower/Steeple 
~cont. from 12/21/08 bulletin 

 

The church bell served many purposes over the years 

from beckoning parishioners to Sunday Mass to 

summoning firefighters. One early November morning in 

1930, Father Mahoney was awakened by a fire in the 

rectory. He removed the records from the burning 

building and attempted to single-handedly put out the 

fire. When his efforts failed, he rang the bell to summon 

help. Eighty-year-old Father Mahoney suffered from 

shock and exposure due to his efforts. He never really 

recovered and died the following January. 

 

During the restoration in 1977-78, repairs to the silver-

gilted bell tower were delayed to reduce expenses. 

However, an individual came to the rescue and donated a 

new, taller cupola and steeple, similar to the one erected 

in 1880, that was lifted by crane over the 90-year-old bell 

and fastened to the stone tower. The present steeple is the 

fourth one to adorn the top of St. Peter’s Church. 

 

For 100 years the bell continued to function, whether in 

the actual bell tower or in a tree. But just before 

Christmas 1988, the bell was declared inoperable because 

its supporting structure had broken. In early 1989, the 

Guardianship Board, the group that oversees the Historic 

Church, voted to have a new supporting structure 

manufactured for the old bell. Later that same year, what 

appeared to be a relatively simple task of remounting the 

old bell onto the new frame, turned out to be quite an 

ordeal. After workers made numerous trips up and down 

the bell tower, using two 18-foot extension ladders to 

adjust the bell’s frame, the bell again became operational 

in August 1989. 

 

Unfortunately, this was not the end of problems with the 

bell. Because the bell operated so easily, energetic bell 

ringers would rotate the bell full circle, causing the rope 

to jump its turning wheel. Several additional trips up the 

bell tower finally solved the problem! 
 

~reprinted from St. Peter’s 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peter’s Catholic Church, 1990 

Menôs Club 
 

What Members of the Menôs Club do: 
The Men’s Club as an organization meets to socialize, 

build the spirituality of its members, and provides manual 

labor to parishioners and the parish as needed. 
 

Time Commitment: This group meets once a month 

and also for occasional events. 
 

Benefits: 

Get to know other men from the parish. 

Have an opportunity to increase your spirituality. 

Services provided by the Men’s Club benefit the 

parish community. 

 

If you would like more information or are interested in 

becoming more actively involved in the Men’s Club, 

please contact Steve Zahn.  

 

The next Men’s Club meeting is Saturday, January 24, 1 

p.m. at Summit Brewery in St. Paul. There will be a tour 

and then we will cover our normal business. Space is 

limited so please contact Steve Zahn at 

szahn@lifetimefitness.com to reserve a spot. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

  

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Knights of  Columbus Basketball 

Free-Throw Contest 

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Basketball 

Free-Throw contest for boys and girls ages 10-14 on 

Saturday, January 17, at the Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School Gym in Eagan. There is a winner for each age 

bracket (5 winners each for boys and girls). Age is based 

on calendar year (born 1994 through 1998). The boy’s 

competition will be held at 2 p.m. and the girl’s at 3 p.m. 

Please contact Al Kramer at 651.452.4616 for more 

information. 

Saturday Scripture Study 

Join in the experience of opening the “weekend scripture 

readings” on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 

welcome to attend. 


