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Church of 

St. Peter 
MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

January 18, 2009 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

O n Thursday of this week, all Catholics in the United States 

are urged by our bishops to observe ña particular day of 

penance for violations of the dignity of the human person 

committed through acts of abortion, and of prayer for the full 

restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life,ò according 

to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (section 373).  

At morning Mass (which will be in the Historic Church at the 

usual time of 9 a.m.), special emphasis will be placed on our 

need for penance and prayer for these ends. Even the vestments 

priests wear on this day will be of the penitential color violet. 

This is a very important day, and a prayer service will take 

place at the Cathedral of St. Paul at 10:30, followed by the 

annual March for Life at noon at the State Capitol. For those 

who cannot participate, I urge you to make the day one of 

penance. You might choose not to eat meat, or to fast as you 

would on Ash Wednesday or Good Friday. (Because itôs 

optional, God must surely look on that with special favor!)  

You might decide to spend a half hour in prayerðor a whole 

hour. If you donôt pray the Rosary every day, you might choose 

to do that. But for heavenôs sake, do something to mark this 

terrible anniversary. 

 

What anniversary? January 22, 1973 was the day the United 

States Supreme Court stripped each state in the Union of the 

right to make its own laws regarding abortion, and invented a 

ñright to privacyò that guarantees the right to abort an unborn 

baby at any stage of gestation, for any reason at all. On that 

winter day 36 years ago, in the twin decisions Roe v. Wade and 

Doe v. Bolton, the Supreme Court unleashed a force that has 

brought about the death of eight times as many people as died 

in the Holocaust. The National Right to Life Committee reports 

that 49,551,703 abortions have taken place in the United States 

since 1973ðthose are exact figures through 2005, as obtained 

by the Alan Guttmacher Institute (Planned Parenthoodôs 

research group that surveys abortionists directly) and estimated 

figures for the years 2006-2007. Currently there are about 

1,206,000 abortions each year (down from a high of 1,608,600 

in 1990). So we are nearing 50 million Americans who were 

never born, and an unknown number of Americans who are 

living with abortionôs wounds. 
 

Let us pray that people will open their hearts and come to 

respect the dignity of every human life. And let us also pray for 

anyone who has had an abortion or encouraged someone else to 

have one. They must know that God loves them and will 

certainly forgive them and heal them if they turn back to him. 

There are so many people who never would have thought that 

they would be involved in an abortion who actually have been 

involved in one: they have either had one, or have encouraged 

someone else to have one. I believe that almost everyone who 

has been involved in an abortion felt there was no other option. 

They need our understanding and our love. If you have been 

involved in an abortion and have suffered great pain because of 

this, I want you to know I support you. If you told me about it, I 

would think the same way about you afterwards. You are loved 

by God, and you are loved by the Church and by your priest. 

 
~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

 

The parish office will be closed 
on Monday, January 19, in 

observance of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 

Faithful Shepherd Gala  

Faithful Shepherd 
Gala for Giving Sweepstakes! 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is having its annual 

fundraising Gala For Giving live and silent auction on 

Saturday, January 31, and has two terrific sweepstakes as 

part of the event. For golfers or golf fans, there is a 

sweepstakes for a trip for 4 people to the 2009 Masters. 

The winning package includes airfare, car rental and 

lodging in Augusta, Georgia, along with tickets to the 

final two rounds of the Masters. Sweepstakes tickets are 

$100 each and the total tickets to be sold is limited to 400. 

If golf is not your thing, there is a separate raffle with a 

prize of $4,000 cash or tuition for one student for next 

year at Faithful Shepherd. Tickets are $25 a chance. The 

drawings for both sweepstakes will be held the night of 

the auction and you need not be present to win. 

Sweepstakes entry forms will be available after Masses 

the weekends of January 17-18 and January 24-25. Please 

call Ted or Katie Plunkett at 651.452.2868 for additional 

information. If you would like to attend the Gala For 

Giving, please call Faithful Shepherd at 651.406.4747 for 

tickets or pick up an RSVP card after Mass and mail in 

your request. 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 

Give each other the best Valentineôs Day gift possible! 

Attend the February 21 and 22 Marriage Encounter. A 

Marriage Encounter Weekend can renew the passion and 

excitement in your marriage. 

 

Weekends are held at the Dakota Ridge Hotel on 35E and 

Yankee Doodle in Eagan. Visit www.marriages.org for a 

listing of retreats or call 651.454.3238 for more 

information. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 

Monday, January 19: No Meeting 

Martin Luther King Day Observed 

 

Community Caring for Life 
We will be coordinating a parish petition drive addressing 

the signing of the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) at the 

request of Archbishop Nienstedt. Stop by our tables in the 

gathering space after all Masses on the weekend of 

January 24 and 25 to sign the petition. For more 

information about FOCA, there are flyers in the 

Information Center or call Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304. 

 

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) 

March for Life Thursday, January 22 
On Thursday, January 22, join thousands of Minnesotans 

at the State Capitol in St. Paul at 12 noon for the MCCL 

March for Life. The march commemorates the deaths of 

more than 50 million unborn babies killed by abortion 

since the 1973 Supreme Courtôs decision legalized 

abortion on demand. 

 

The Archdiocese will sponsor a Prayer Service for Life at 

the Cathedral of Saint Paul from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Archbishop John C. Nienstedt will speak. Providence 

Academy students will provide the music. A collection 

will be taken for the Archdiocesan LIFE FUND , an 

archdiocesan fund that provides last resort, emergency 

financial aid to women and couples for pregnancy-related 

expenses and to those with babies in their first year of 

life. For more information contact the Marriage, Family 

and Life Office at 651.291.4488.  

 

There will be a carpool leaving St. Peterôs for the State 

Capitol right after the 9 a.m. Mass. If you are interested in 

carpooling, please call Carol Mulvihill to make 

arrangements at 651.453.1345. 

 

Your presence will help show elected officials and the 

public the depth of support for pro-life legislation 

protecting women and unborn babies. For more 

information, visit www.mccl.org or contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Embracing All Our Children 
St. John Neumannôs Support Group for families and 

friends of people with same-sex attraction invites you to 

their monthly support group meeting, Thursday, January 

22, from 7-9 p.m. in their parish library. They listen and 

share stories in a confidential setting of faith and love. If 

you have any questions, call Phyllis at 952.423.3450. 

What better gift to give your child and family than to send 

him or her to a Catholic School? We at Faithful Shepherd 

know the benefits of educating a child in a Catholic 

School environment and we would like to share our 

beliefs with you, allow you the opportunity to experience 

a day at our school, as well as ask any questions you may 

have about our school. Come learnðalong with other 

interested familiesðat one of our open houses being held. 

Tuesday, January 27, from 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Friday, February 6, from 8:30-10:30a.m. 

Tuesday, February 10, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any further questions, would like to schedule 

an individual tour, or simply would like to chat with a 

member of our school, feel free to contact Mr. Boone, 

school principal, at 651.406.4747. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket, St. John Neumann, St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Parenting òKahnversationsó 

The Faithful Shepherd Home and School Association is 

hosting a FREE series of parenting ñKahnversationsò with 

their very own Dr. Steven Kahn, FSCS School 

Psychologist. Dr. Kahn will enlighten parents on a series 

of parenting topics that bridge all age groups. Topics 

include: 

Thursday, February 19, 8:05 a.m.ðFinding 

what to teach: Parenting with Long-Term Goals 

in Mind 

Thursday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.ðLooking for 

Signs of Stress in Our Children: How much is 

too much, how busy is too busy? 

Thursday, April 23, 8:05 a.m.ðHow to 

Motivate our Children to Find Themselves, 

Achieve Their Potential and Reach Their 

Personal Goals 

 

There is no registration or fee and will be held at Faithful 

Shepherd. Just bring your questions or come to listen. 

Invite a friend! If you have questions, contact Ronda 

Rottjakob at rottjak@comcast.net or 651.687.0801. 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School Open House 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/5-1/11/09 ......................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 1/5-1/11/09 ...................... $10,813 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $545,680 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $535,675 

Social Justice Thought 

W ages should allow workers to support their 

families, and public assistance should be available to help 

poor families to live in dignity. Such assistance should be 

provided in a manner that promotes eventual financial 

autonomy. 

 

~U.S. Catholic Bishops 

Menõs Club 

The next Menôs Club meeting is Saturday, January 24, 1 

p.m. at Summit Brewery in St. Paul. There will be a tour 

and then we will cover our normal business. Space is 

limited so please contact Steve Zahn at 

szahn@lifetimefitness.com to reserve a spot. 

Living Consciously: 12-Week 

Theology Seminar at 

Carondelet Center 

The Sisters of St. Joseph Hedgerow Initiative offers its 

sixth 12-week theology seminar, ñLiving Consciously: 

Personal and Social Transformation for a Sacred and 

Sustainable World,ò beginning Monday evenings, 

February 2, 6:30 to 9 p.m., at Carondelet Center, 1890 

Randolph Avenue, St. Paul. Cost is $290 plus books. 
 

Twelve upbeat, creative sessions use food and arts to 

explore both lifestyle and systemic influences on how we 

live. Newcomers to theology and experienced learners 

welcome. 
 

Registration, syllabus and scholarship and payment plan 

options online: www.wisdomwayscenter.org/hedgerow or 

call 1.800.232.5533. 
 

For more information please see the flyer in the Gathering 

Space or contact  Lisa Amos at  lamos 

@stpetersmendota.org or 651.905.4304. 

2009 Day on the Hill 

Tuesday, February 3 

Begin the day at RiverCentre  

(7th and Kellogg, downtown St. Paul) 

Day-long shuttle service to the Minnesota State Capitol 

 

Meetings with Lawmakers 
Participants should act now to make appointments with 

their legislators between 12:30 and 3 p.m. Identify 

yourself as a Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) 

participant. Call JRLC at 612.870.3670 if you need 

assistance. 

 

Registration fee includes continental breakfast and lunch. 

For more information or to register, call 612.870.3670 or 

www.jrlc.org. Save money by registering before Friday, 

January 23! 

 

Legislative Briefing 
Learn about job creation and other important legislative 

issues. 

Tuesday, January 20, 7-9 p.m. at Faithful Shepherd 

Tri-parish Center, 3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan.
 ~sponsored by St. John Neumann 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

  Tuesday, January 20 - ÀDon Sault 

 Wednesday, January 21 - ÀMarjorie Ramstad 

 Thursday, January 22 - Living and Deceased 

Members of Steve and Mary Lauinger Family 

 Saturday, January 24 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, January 25 -  9 a.m. - ÀPeggy Kuyava 

  11 a.m. - ÀPaul and ÀRose Gaworski 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Renee Reagan. We pray 

through faith that she is enjoying 

everlasting life. 
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Monday, January 19 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Observed 

Office Closed 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, January 20 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, January 21 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team, 

   Conference Room I 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, January 22 

March for Life at the State Capitol 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, January 23 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6:30 pm SPY Movie Night, Youth Room 
 

Saturday, January 24 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

   Baptism 

 After Mass: 

   Faithful Shepherd Gala Tickets 

   Freedom of Choice Act Petition 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
 

Sunday, January 25ð3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 10 am Confirmation Class 

 After Masses: 

   Faithful Shepherd Gala Tickets 

   Freedom of Choice Act Petition 

   Refreshments and Doughnuts 

 12:15 pm Workcamp Meeting, Youth Room 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingman ................................... 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

From Old Church to Historic Church 

As parishioners approached the Church of St. Peter in 

1971, what they noticed was the simple beauty of the 
limestone walls, the squat steeple, and the rotting window 
frames. Upon entering the church, they stumbled slightly 

on the sloping wood floor and felt as if their heads would 
bump the low balcony that spanned across the back of the 
church. The wooden pews were gouged and scarred, the 

walls were depressingly dirty and the ceiling was water-
stained from roof leaks. Yet, the altar was intact.  
 

Three years passed and new parishioners arrived, 
requiring more space. The former parish school was 

remodeled into a larger area called the ñContemporary 
Church.ò The limestone building ultimately became the 
ñOld Church.ò 
 

In the early 1970s, the Parish Maintenance and 
Development Committee recommended that the Old 

Church be repaired. After all it was the oldest church in 
continuous use in the state, the only remaining church 
built in the territory before Minnesota became a state. The 

church was declared a historic site by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior in 1935. A Restoration 
Committee was appointed in 1973 by Father Bauer to 

oversee the refurbishing work of the Historic Church. 
 

The Committee decided that historical data should govern 
all restoration decisions. A year was spent searching 

church files, newspaper articles and records at the 
Minnesota Historic Society to gather information for the 
work. Finally, an architectural firm was retained and 

plans drawn for the work. Simultaneously, a Fundraising 
Committee became organized. Support came from the 

entire communityðthe parish, the Archdiocese, the 
Historical Society and other institutions. The restoration 
project had become a community effort. 
 

On December 14, 1975, the church was closed because 

broken trusses were discovered in the roof. The following 
August, physical work began. The limestone was cleaned, 

joints tuckpointed, new window frames installed, the roof 
rebuilt, cracked floor joists replaced, the floor refinished, 
the interior refurbished, a new steeple was installed, and 

the stained glass windows were removed and completely 
renovated. 
 

During construction, the Restoration Committee 

continued to meet, considering such issues as lighting, 
Stations of the Cross and carpeting. Work was completed 
in 1978 through the efforts of many people. The work 

cost $284,000, a far cry from the original construction 
cost of $4,425.80 in 1853. 
 

~reprinted from St. Peterôs 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peterôs Catholic Church, 1990 

Hospitality Hosts 
 

What hospitality hosts do:  
Hospitality hosts serve beverages and donuts or cookies 
after Mass. They set up by making coffee (instructions are 
provided), pouring beverages, setting out donuts or 
cookies and paper products. Afterwards they clean up by 
putting supplies away and wiping tables and kitchen 
counters. 
 

Qualifications: 
 Any individual or family can sign up for this 

opportunity. All instructions and supplies are 
provided. 

Time Commitment: 
 Approximately İ hour before and after Mass 
Benefits: 

Get to know other parishioners. 

Benefit the parish by providing opportunity 
for fellowship. 

 

For more information, or if you are interested in hosting, 
please contact Lisa Olson. 651.905.4313 or lolson 
@stpetersmendota.org. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

  

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

J 
ohn was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 

watched Jesus walk by, he said, ñBehold, the Lamb of 

God.ò The two disciples heard what he said and followed 

Jesus. Jn 1:35-37 
 

~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
É2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

Neighbors Food Shelf 

Representative Needed 

We are looking for a volunteer to represent St. Peterôs at 
three meetings per yearðFebruary, May, and October. 
from 7 to 8 p.m. The representative can be more than one 
person; i.e., husband and wife, mother and children, two 
friends, etc. Information at these meetings will be 
communicated to parishioners through the parish bulletin. 
 

If you are interested, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 


