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From the Pastor’s Desk 

L ast Sunday, January 18, I began a series of three or four 

homilies on the topic of the Mass itself. I promised that I would 

follow each one with a summary, to be published in the bulletin 

the following week. This is the first. 

 

Jesus Christ is inviting us to be caught up in his life, just as 

Andrew and John were when Jesus invited them, “Come, and 

you will see.” When we worship him—especially if we 

understand what we are doing—we are responding to this 

invitation to enter more deeply into God’s life. Ours is a 

sacramental Church, founded by Jesus to be the setting we need 

to come to know him most easily. The sacraments are tangible 

signs that allow us to use our senses to discern realities that 

would normally be beyond our reach. Christ wants to make it 

easy for us to enter into his life, and we can do this through the 

Mass. 

 

The Second Vatican Council gave us the Constitution on the 

Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, a little more than forty-five 

years ago. It tells us what the Mass really is: “At the Last 

Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our Savior instituted the 

Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood. This he did in 

order to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the 

ages until he should come again, and so to entrust to his 

beloved spouse, the Church, a memorial of his death and 

resurrection” (SC 47). The Eucharist doesn’t just remind us of 

what Jesus did for us on the Cross; it makes that one sacrifice 

present. When the Mass is being celebrated, Jesus’ death and 

resurrection actually become present. Jesus is not crucified 

again, of course. Each Mass isn’t a new sacrifice. Each Mass 

makes present the one sacrifice. That’s why it’s a memorial 

celebration. 

 

As we probably all know, Jesus becomes present at the Mass in 

a way unlike any other: the bread and wine are changed into the 

Body and Blood of Christ in an action that is called 

transubstantiation. This happens in a mysterious way through 

the action of the Holy Spirit, and although our senses cannot 

perceive the change, our faith tells us that it has taken place. 

 

Immediately after the consecration at Mass—the moment Jesus’ 

Real Presence comes into being on the altar—the celebrant 

sings, “Let us proclaim the mystery of faith,” and all sing one 

of a number of responses that speak of Christ’s coming again in 

glory, for the Mass is about this, too. It has a kind of push 

forward to the end times, when Jesus’ Second Coming will take 

place. Even while we await Christ’s return, we can take part in 

what we cannot yet experience in its fullness. While we are 

worshiping we are united to the heavenly liturgy and become 

part of the great multitude who are already in God’s presence in 

heaven. 

 

So three things show the Mass is more than just a time of prayer 

and coming together as a community: First, the Mass is the 

memorial of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the making present  

 

~cont. in column 2 

of the one sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. Second, Jesus 

becomes present at the Mass in a way unlike any other: the 

bread and wine are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ 

in an action that is called transubstantiation. In Holy 

Communion we receive not a symbol or a reminder, but the 

Real Presence of Jesus Christ. Third, at Mass we are united to 

the heavenly liturgy with the saints who worship God in 

heaven. 

 

At Vatican II, the four-year series of meetings of the world’s 

bishops, the Council Fathers wanted to reform the liturgy so 

that people could more easily benefit from it. In December 

1963 they approved the Constitution on the Liturgy, which I 

mentioned earlier. It also states: “In order that the Christian 

people may more certainly derive an abundance of graces from 

the sacred liturgy, holy Mother Church desires to undertake 

with great care a general restoration of the liturgy 

itself” (Sacrosanctum Concilium 21). That led to the changes of 

the 1960s. The book of prayers used at Mass (the Sacramentary 

or Roman Missal) was published in Latin in 1969, revised in 

1975, and revised again in 2000. The Holy Father called for a 

new translation into the various languages (the English edition 

has not yet been completed), and he also revised the General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal, which could best be described 

as the directions for celebrating Mass. The English edition was 

put into effect by the U.S. bishops on March 19, 2003.  

 

Not every parish made adjustments in the way Mass was 

celebrated, though. As you know, when I came to the parish six 

months ago, I did what I believed I needed to do, making some 

changes in procedure—particularly for those who distribute 

Communion. I realize this was probably annoying for some of 

you, but I want to reassure you that I mean no harm. I am not 

taking away anything that belongs in the Mass. I wanted from 

the beginning of my time here to explain everything in detail, 

but I knew I needed help to do that. So I formed a temporary 

Liturgy Committee, made up of eleven people who responded 

to an invitation in the bulletin. We met ten times between 

September 17 and January 8, reading and discussing three 

Church documents, and now I am finally ready to begin 

preaching about the Mass itself. The bulletin summaries will 

allow you to use the Internet to look up for yourself the 

documents I cite, so that you’ll be able to see I’m not making 

this up! 

 

Finally, I invite you to pay special attention to the Eucharistic 

Prayer. Listen for who is being addressed in the prayer that I, as 

the priest celebrant, pray out loud while standing at the altar. 

You will see that most of what the priest says is not addressed 

to the congregation at all. And that might serve as a reminder 

that each person has a role to play at Mass—even if you never 

get any closer to the altar than you are now. You are all invited 

to make your own the words the priest says out loud. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the “Catholic Coalition for 

Separated and Divorced” Series, which runs Mondays 

through March 30, 2009. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 651.683.9808 for 

questions or additional information. 

Monday, January 26: “Evening of Reflection: Healing 

Power of Forgiving” 

Fr. Terry Weber 

**No small group this evening** 

February 2: Small Group Only 

 

Community Caring for Life 
We will be coordinating a parish petition drive addressing 

the signing of the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) at the 

request of Archbishop Nienstedt. Stop by our tables in the 

gathering space after all Masses this weekend to sign the 

petition. For more information about FOCA, there are 

flyers in the Information Center or call Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304. 

 

Blood Pressure Readings 
Blood pressure readings will be offered in the 

Family Room on January 31 and February 1 after all 
Masses.  

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

First Eucharist Program 
There will be no Wednesday class for second grade on 

Wednesday, January 28. Instead, we will have a Parent 

and Child Session on Tuesday, January 27, at 6:30 
p.m. Have children go to their classrooms and parents 
will come to Heritage Center. Please contact Kathy 
Raible at 651.905.4311 if you have any questions or if 
you will not be able to attend the Tuesday session. Thank 
you! 
 

On Sunday, February 1, we will be having the Focus 
Mass for the second grade students at the 9 and 11 a.m.  
Masses. You will receive more information about this in 
the mail and at the parent meeting on Tuesday, January 
27. 
 

Confirmation Orientation 
There will be an Orientation for our next Confirmation 
class (students and parents are expected to attend) on 
Sunday, February 8, after the 9 a.m. Mass and lasting 
until noon. Students are eligible for Confirmation 
preparation if they are in at least 9th grade and have been 
attending some form of religious education for the first 
half of this school year. Students will be confirmed in 
early February of 2010. If your child is not yet registered, 
registration needs to be completed by Sunday, February 1. 
For more information contact Ed Overell at 
651.905.4312. 
 

Where are your kids watching the Super Bowl? 
St. Peter’s Youth Ministry will be hosting a Super Bowl 
Party for all youth in grade 6 and up on Sunday, February 
1, in the Ravoux Room (the old worship space) beginning 
at 4:30 p.m. and lasting until the end of the game. 
Admission is free, and we’ll have great snacks, drinks, 
games and prizes. Parents are welcome to join us as well 
if they would like, but we ask for no younger siblings 
(only youth in grade 6 and up, please). Wear your favorite 
player’s jersey, or team’s colors and have fun watching 
the game with us! 

Family Pizza and Bingo Night 

Religious Education/Faith Formation will 

be sponsoring another family night of Pizza 

and Bingo on Friday, January 30, from 6 to 

8 p.m. in Heritage Center. Join us for a fun 

and free evening full of bingo, prizes and 

dinner. All parishioners are invited to attend 

and make it a family night out!  We ask you to RSVP (so 

we know how much pizza to buy) by either signing up 

after Mass this weekend in the gathering space or calling 

651.905.4314. 

All parishioners who have joined the parish in the past 

year: You are invited to a dinner in Heritage Center on 

Friday, February 6, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Lasagna and 

spaghetti and meatballs will be catered by Chelsea’s Cafe. 

RSVP by phone at 651.905.4308 or email 

lolson@stpetersmendota.org by Sunday, February 1. If 

you are interested in becoming a parishioner, please 

contact Lisa Olson at the same email address or call 

651.905.4313. 

New Parishioner Dinner 

Wedding Banns 

First Proclamation 
Peter Fisher and Lisa Piccolino 

New Parishioner Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses next weekend 

(January 31/February 1) in the gathering space, or by 

appointment. For an appointment call Lisa Olson at 

651.905.4313, or click on the “Join Us” link on our 

website at www.stpetersmendota.org. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/12-1/18/09 ....................... $26,410 

Actual for the period of 1/12-1/18/09 .................... $20,529 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $572,090 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $556,204 

Social Justice Thought 

S ociety has a duty to defend life against violence and 

to reach out to victims of crime. Yet our nation’s 

continued reliance of the death penalty cannot be 

justified. 

 

~U.S. Catholic Bishops 

“Catholic Schools Celebrate 

Service” in 2009 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Sunday, February 1 -  9 a.m. - †Nathan Giguere 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Faithful Shepherd Gala  

Faithful Shepherd 

Gala for Giving Sweepstakes! 
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is having its annual 

fundraising Gala For Giving live and silent auction on 

Saturday, January 31, and has two terrific sweepstakes as 

part of the event. For golfers or golf fans, there is a 

sweepstakes for a trip for 4 people to the 2009 Masters. 

The winning package includes airfare, car rental and 

lodging in Augusta, Georgia, along with tickets to the 

final two rounds of the Masters. Sweepstakes tickets are 

$100 each and the total tickets to be sold is limited to 400. 

If golf is not your thing, there is a separate raffle with a 

prize of $4,000 cash or tuition for one student for next 

year at Faithful Shepherd. Tickets are $25 a chance. The 

drawings for both sweepstakes will be held the night of 

the auction and you need not be present to win. 

Sweepstakes entry forms will be available after Masses 

this weekend, January 24-25. Please call Ted or Katie 

Plunkett at 651.452.2868 for additional information. If 

you would like to attend the Gala For Giving, please call 

Faithful Shepherd at 651.406.4747 for tickets or pick up 

an RSVP card after Mass and mail in your request. 

The theme for Catholic Schools 

Week 2009 is “Catholic Schools 

Celebrate Service.” This week 

Faithful Shepherd will join over 

7,800 Catholic schools in the 

celebration of Catholic Schools 

Week. It will be six days of 

celebration focusing on the 

importance of serving our community and parishes.  This 

weekend, students from Faithful Shepherd participated in 

each of the Masses at St. John Neumann, St. Thomas 

Becket, and St. Peter’s to show their appreciation for the 

parishes support of their school. Thank you St. Peter’s for 

your support of Faithful Shepherd Catholic School!  

 

Give your child a gift of a lifetime. Give them a Catholic 

Education at Faithful Shepherd! Open house dates are 

Tuesday, January 27, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Friday, February 6, 

8:30-10:30 a.m. and Tuesday, February 10, 6:30-7:30 

p.m. 

An Evening of  Enrichment 

Thursday, January 29 

St. Peter’s Heritage Center 
6:45-7 p.m.: Registration and Refreshments 

7-8 p.m.: Speaker 

ñAutism and the Community, a motherôs perspectiveò 

Peggy Reagan 
 

Give yourself, a friend or a woman you love: 

An evening of spiritual renewal 

Time for sharing with other women 

Learn how to reach out to families and help create 

workable faith-based experiences for families 

with autism 
 

A “free will” offering will be collected for the program. 

For more information, contact Lucy Johnson at 

651.224.7102. 
 

~sponsored by the Saint Paul Deanery Council of Catholic Women 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peter’s community extends sincere sympathy 
to the family and friends of Franziska 
Gansfus. We pray through faith that she 

is enjoying everlasting life. 
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Monday, January 26 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, January 27 

Mobile Meals 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm First Eucharist Parent Session I, 

  Heritage Center and Classrooms 
 

Wednesday, January 28 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, January 29 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 6:45 pm Council of Catholic Women 

   Deanery Meeting, Heritage Center 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, January 30 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Daily Mass Birthday Celebration 

 6 pm Pizza and Bingo Night, Heritage Center 
 

Saturday, January 31 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Blood Pressure Screenings 

   Freedom of Choice Act Petition 

   New Parishioner Registration 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
 

Sunday, February 1ð4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

   Grade 2 Focus Mass 

 10 am Uganda Mission Team, Heritage Center 

 After Masses: 

   Blood Pressure Screenings 

   Freedom of Choice Act Petition 

   New Parishioner Registration 

   Workcamp Pancake Breakfast/Bake Sale 

 2:30 pm SPY Ministry Super Bowl Party 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom O’Neill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingman ................................... 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life 
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan O’Brien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment 
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers 
 Tom & Mary O’Neill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

From Old Church to Historic Church 
~continued from the January 18 bulletin 

On September 10, 1978, at the age of 125 years, the 
restored church was re-dedicated by Archbishop John 
Roach. A local newspaper reported that 1,500 people 

gathered for the celebration. The Fort Snelling Fife and 
Drum Corps entertained while the Jonathan Padelford 
carried participants from Fort Snelling to the Sibley 

House Landing. People strolling up the hill from the 
landing to the restored church were dressed in costumes 
of the historical past—Civil War uniforms, stove pipe 

hats and long-flowing gowns. 
 

Before disbanding, the Restoration Committee 
recommended that a group be formed to maintain the Old 
Church. As a result, the Restoration Committee became 

the Guardianship Board and the “Old Church” became the 
“Historic Church.” 
 

~reprinted from St. Peter’s 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peter’s Catholic Church, 1990 

Legion of Mary 
 
What the Legion of Mary is:  
Begun in 1921, the Legion of Mary is now a world-wide 

apostolic organization of Catholic men and women who 

place themselves under the banner of Mary, Queen of the 

Legion. With the inspiration and guidance of the Holy 

Spirit they strive to develop greater spirituality in their 

lives while practicing the spiritual works of mercy. Some 

examples of some service activities that they take part in 

occasionally are: participate in house blessings, meals on 

wheels, pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet on Fridays to end 

abortions, send cards to the ill and have Mass said for 

them, bring Communion to the homebound, provide 

transportation to Legion of Mary functions for those who 

cannot drive, etc. 
 

Qualifications: 
Any practicing Catholic can join. 

 

Time Commitment: 
This group meets every Tuesday in the Family 

Room at 2:15 p.m. and once a month with other 

Legion of Mary groups at St. Agnes. 

Benefits: 
You will develop greater spirituality. 

 

The Legion of Mary would love to have new members 

join them. If you would like more information or are 

interested in joining the Legion of Mary, please contact 

Carole Williams at 651.454.3163.  

Ministry Spotlight 

J 
esus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go into 

the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every 

creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved.” 
~Mk 16:15-16 

 
~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 

É2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

  

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

We are looking for a volunteer to represent St. Peter’s at 
three meetings per year—February, May, and October—
from 7 to 8 p.m. The representative can be more than one 
person; i.e., husband and wife, mother and children, two 
friends, etc. Information at these meetings will be 
communicated to parishioners through the parish bulletin. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Neighbors Food Shelf 

Representative Needed 

Scout Sunday—February 8 

All Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts of all ages, friends and 

families of scouts are invited to celebrate at the 5th Annual 

Scout Mass at St. John Neumann on Sunday, February 8, 

at 2 p.m. 

 

Leaders and scouts are encouraged to wear their scout 

uniform to the Mass. Those scouts who have earned any 

religious emblems will be recognized at Mass and should 

bring them along if you wish. 

 

Scout volunteers and family members are needed to help 

greet, lector, altar serve and usher, help with the music 

and be Extraordinary Ministers. Call Dick Mushel at  

651.688.7937 to volunteer. 


