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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

F or the second week, I preached a homily on the topic of the 

Mass. While on January 18 I spoke about some general 

principles of the Mass, on January 25 I spoke more specifically 

about what takes place during the celebration of Mass. 

 

After more than three months of speaking with members of the 

parish who responded to a bulletin announcement about 

forming a temporary liturgy committee, I began to get a feel for 

what kind of explanation they thought the rest of the parish 

needed to hear. It is our baptism into Christ that makes us part 

of a royal priesthood and therefore capable of offering 

ourselves as a living sacrifice to God. We do this at Mass, and 

thatôs why we cannot be merely present: the participation of the 

lay faithful in the Eucharist is ña true exercise of faith and of 

our baptismal dignityò (Redemptionis Sacramentum 37). The 

Mass is so important to our faith that lay people have a right to 

expect certain things from their priests and bishops regarding 

the Mass. The Churchôs 2004 document Redemptionis 

Sacramentum (On Certain Matters to be Observed or to be 

Avoided Regarding the Most Holy Eucharist) makes 15 

different references to the rights people have at Mass. For 

example, they have the right to a Mass that is well planned and 

free of modifications that stray from the Churchôs approved 

rites. And people have the right to appeal to their priest so that 

he will be faithful to what the Church asksðand if he will not 

listen, they have the right to take their concern first to their 

bishop and then to those who work for the Holy Father at the 

Vatican. 

 

The committee members drew my attention to the use of the 

ambo, which is meant only for the Scripture readings (including 

the proclamation of the Psalm), the homily (which also may be 

done from the celebrantôs chair), and the general intercessions. 

That means that within a few weeks we will have to start to 

make announcements from a place other than the ambo. 

 

People all have their proper roles, and the celebrant should not 

take the peopleôs parts. Three times during Mass he invites the 

people to pray, gives them time to pray, and then collects the 

prayers: these are the Opening Prayer, the Prayer Over the 

Gifts, and the Prayer After Communion. In the Prayer of the 

Faithful or General Intercessions, the lector proposes a prayer, 

and if you agree with it you make it your own by responding, 

ñLord, hear our prayer.ò 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer is what the celebrant prays at the altar. It 

begins with the Preface Dialogue and Preface: ñThe Lord be 

with you. / And also with you. / Lift up your hearts. / We lift 

them up to the Lord. / Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. / 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.ò The priest continues 

this theme by saying, ñFather, all-powerful and ever-living 

God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.ò  

The Preface usually refers to our joining the choirs of angels in 

heaven, which we do in the Sanctus as we sing with the angels  

 
~cont. in column 2 

and the saints, ñHoly, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 

éò The priest continues the song of praise of Godôs holiness by 

saying, ñFather, you are holy indeed, and all creation rightly 

gives you praise.ò  Later he says, ñAnd so, Father, we bring you 

these gifts. We ask you to make them holy by the power of your 

Spirit, that they may become the Body and Blood of your Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ éò The institution narrative begins, 

which recalls Christôs words at the Last Supper, when he gave 

us the exact way he wanted us to remember the offering he 

would make on the Cross the next day. The priest genuflects 

when the bread becomes the Body of Christ and when the wine 

becomes the Blood of Christ. The people sing the Mystery of 

Faith (or Memorial Acclamation) at this point, because the Real 

Presence of Jesus is now on the altar. The priest asks the Father 

to look with favor on the offering on the altar, ñand see the 

Victim whose death has reconciled us to yourself.ò  After 

prayers for the Pope, the bishop, and the whole Church, the 

Eucharistic Prayer ends with the doxology (ñThrough him, with 

him, in him éò), and the people make the entire prayer their 

own through the Great Amen. 

 

The sign of peace is a way of showing that we are at peace with 
our neighbors before receiving Communion. The Church asks 
that this be done ñonly to those who are nearest and in a sober 

mannerò (GIRM 82). Additionally, the Church says, ñThe priest 

may give the sign of peace to the ministers but always remains 

within the sanctuary, so as not to disturb the 

celebrationò (GIRM 154), although he may go to a few others 

on special occasions. It would be helpful to keep to a minimum 

any walking around during Mass, although parents of young 

children know there are times that itôs necessary to make a trip 

out of the church for a few minutes. It would be helpful if 

people would not return in the middle of the Eucharistic Prayer, 

and if those who are capable of waiting a little while before 

walking out would wait. (Sometimes people are just looking for 

an outing to break things up a little!)  I want, finally, to 

encourage everyone to stay at Mass through the last song, and 

even to pray a brief prayer of thanksgiving afterwards for what 

we have received. I sometimes have the impression that when I 

say, ñThe Mass is ended, go in peace,ò people hear, ñOn your 

marks, get set, go!ò 
  

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

New Parishioner Dinner 

All parishioners who have joined the parish in the past 

year: You are invited to a dinner in Heritage Center on 

Friday, February 6, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Lasagna and 

spaghetti and meatballs will be catered by Chelseaôs Cafe. 

RSVP by phone at 651.905.4308 or email 

lolson@stpetersmendota.org by Sunday, February 1. If 

you are interested in becoming a parishioner, please 

contact Lisa Olson at the same email address or call 

651.905.4313. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic Coalition for 

Separated and Divorcedò Series, which runs Mondays 

through March 30, 2009. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 651.683.9808 for 

questions or additional information. 

Monday, February 2: Small Group Only 

Monday, February 9: ñFinancial Issues in Divorceò 

Amy Wolff, CFP, CDFA 

Monday, February 16: No meeting due to 

Presidentsô Day 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Confirmation Orientation 
There will be an Orientation for our next Confirmation 

class (students and parents are expected to attend) on 

Sunday, February 8, after the 9 a.m. Mass and lasting 

until noon. Students are eligible for Confirmation 

preparation if they are in at least 9th grade and have been 

attending some form of religious education for the first 

half of this school year. Students will be confirmed in 

early February of 2010. If your child is not yet registered, 

registration needs to be completed by Sunday, February 1. 

For more information contact Ed Overell at 

651.905.4312. 
 

Workcamp Can Collection 
Aluminum cans can be donated to Workcamp by 

dropping them off in the green can trailer in the parking 

lot. We have an organization that has offered to match our 

funds from the can trailer, so remember your cans are 

worth double! 

 

Donate Printer Cartridges and 
Old Cell Phones 
Did you know you can donate your used, empty printer 

cartridges (inkjet or laser) as well as old cell phones to 

help raise funds for Workcamp? Just drop them off in the 

designated box in the coatroom. For more information, 

please contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of 

Columbus Council will be sponsoring 

a Pancake Breakfast at Applebeeôs in 

Eagan Town Centre on Saturday, 

February 7, from 8 to 10 a.m. Menu is 

eggs, sausage, all the pancakes you 

can eat, juice, pop or coffee. Tickets 

will be on pre-sale at St. John 

Neumann after all the Masses this weekend. For more 

information or to purchase tickets, please call Art at 

651.452.6779. 

Faithful Shepherd Knights of 

Columbus Pancake Breakfast 

Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation 
Peter Fisher and Lisa Piccolino 

Readings for the Week of 

February 1 

Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 

Monday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 

2:22-32 

Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4/Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Mk 6:1-6 

Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Mk 6:7-13 

Friday:  Heb 13:1-8/Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Mk 6:30-34 

Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 

1:29-39 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of Madonna Bourdon and 
William Burns. We pray through faith 

that they are enjoying everlasting life. 

Thank you, thank you . . . 

Thank you very much to Gertenôs in Inver Grove Heights 

for their assistance with the beautiful poinsettias and the 

other plants that helped enhance our seasonal 

environment. We appreciate the assistance and decorating 

advice we receive from the staff at Gertenôs! Thanks 

again! 

 

St. Peterôs Environment Team 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/19-1/25/09 ....................... $14,810 

Actual for the period of 1/19-1/25/09 ...................... $9,251 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $586,900 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $565,455 

Social Justice Thought 

T he economic decisions and institutions should be 

assessed according to whether they protect or undermine 

the dignity of the human person. 

 

~U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

Eye glass collection: recycle your old eye glasses by 

placing them in the box in the Main Church coat room for 

distribution by the Lionôs Club. 

  

New white socksðmens and womensðare urgently 

needed for the homeless and are being collected for 

Listening House distribution. A box is located in the Main 

Church coat room for your donation. 

 

Food for the Poor (FFP) 
On the weekend of February 14/15, a representative from 

FFP will speak at all the Masses. The second largest 

international relief and development agency in our 

country, FFP does more than simply feed the millions of 

hungry poor in 16 countries of the Caribbean and Latin 

America. Since 1982, FFP has provided clean water, 

medicines, educational materials, homes, support for 

orphans and the aged, skills training and emergency, with 

more than 96% of all donations going directly to 

programs that help the poor. Visit their website at 

www.foodforthepoor.org for more information. 

 

Neighbors Food Shelf 
Our sincerest thank you for the most 

generous donation you made to us 

during January. Your donation of 49 

pounds of food items is greatly 

appreciated. 

  
Many of your neighbors benefited from these gifts from 

your heart. 

  

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket, St. John Neumann, St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School Open House 

What better gift to give your child and family than to send 

him or her to a Catholic School? We at Faithful Shepherd 

know the benefits of educating a child in a Catholic 

School environment and we would like to share our 

beliefs with you, allow you the opportunity to experience 

a day at our school, as well as ask any questions you may 

have about our school. Come learnðalong with other 

interested familiesðat one of our open houses being held. 

Friday, February 6, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 10, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any further questions, would like to schedule 

an individual tour, or simply would like to chat with a 

member of our school, feel free to contact Mr. Boone, 

school principal, at 651.406.4747. 

Saturday Scripture Study 

Join in the experience of opening the ñweekend scripture 

readingsò on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 

welcome to attend. 

Council of Catholic Women 3
rd

 

Quarterly Deanery Meeting 

Thursday, February 19, the 3rd Quarterly Meeting of the 

Saint Paul Deaneries Council of Catholic Women (CCW) 

will be held at the Church of St. Peter, 1405 Highway 13, 

Mendota, Minnesota. Registration begins at 8:15 a.m. The  

speaker is retired Ramsey County Judge Mary Louise 

Klas who will share her story and her volunteer activities. 

Following 12 noon Mass, lunch will be served at 1 p.m. 

Cost is $10. To RSVP call 651.488.3351 by Monday, 

February 16. ALL women of the parish are invited to 

attend this meeting. Please come and meet other ladies 

from St. Peterôs as well as other CCW ladies. 
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Monday, February 2 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, February 3 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, February 4 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, February 5 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 9:30 am Daily Mass Liturgical Ministers 

   Breakfast Meeting, Ravoux Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, February 6 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 6:30 pm New Parishioner Welcome Dinner, 

   Heritage Center 
 

Saturday, February 7 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
 

Sunday, February 8ð5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 am Sunday School 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 10 am Confirmation Candidate/Parent 

   Orientation, Ravoux Room 

 After Masses: 

   Doughnuts and Refreshments 

 12:30 pm Baptism, Main Church 

 2 pm Confirmation at the Cathedral 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingman ................................... 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

Articles in the Historic Church 
The silver candlesticks on the main altar are made of 

German silver, which consists of many types of alloys, 

mostly nickel. They go back to the early days of the 

Historic Church. Shortly after the restoration a break-in 

took place when one of the lower panels of a stained glass 

window was broken and four of these old candlesticks 

were stolen. They have never been recovered. 
 

There are two original 1890 prie-dieus (portable kneelers) 

which are used by the bride and groom. Also there is a 

special one which was used as a confessional and is 

located beside the main altar. 
 

The black vestment cabinet in the sacristy dates to 1865. 

It was stored through the years by the Sisters of St. Joseph 

and returned to St. Peterôs at the time of the restoration. 
 

The organ located in the rear of the church dates from 

near the turn of the century. This is the first organ which 

was restored in 1982. 
 

Lace on the main altar cloths is French re-run with gold 

thread. Lace on the side altar cloths is a duplicate of the 

original. ~cont. next week 
 

~reprinted from St. Peterôs 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peterôs Catholic Church, 1990 

Environment Team 
 

What the Environment Team does: The St Peter's 

environment team is a small but dedicated group of 

parishioners who work to enhance our worship space 

throughout the liturgical change of seasons. Most of the 

work of this group takes place between October and May. 

The two biggest projects of the year are Advent/

Christmas and Lent/Easter. Decorating the church for 

these two liturgical celebrations are two of the main focal 

points of this team. We also take care of all of the plants 

within the church and gathering space throughout the 

year. 
 

Our team includes a core group of five people. There is an 

additional group of loyal parishioners who volunteer their 

time for the Christmas and Easter decorating. You may 

choose to join the group on a full-time basis or just assist 

the environment team on a seasonal basis. We are always 

looking for fresh perspectives and new ideas when it 

comes to enhancing our two worship spaces. 
 

Time Commitment: The time commitment is minimal. 

We would ask for assistance on the days of Christmas and 

Easter decorating. We always plan these days ahead of 

time so you can plan your schedule accordingly. There 

are rarely any meetings to attend and you get summers 

off! If you would just like to volunteer 45 minutes per 

week or bi-weekly to take care of the plants, we would 

also like to hear from you. 
 

Qualifications: There are no specific qualifications for 

you to join this team. There is a minimal amount of 

physical work on the days of decorating. If you have 

some ideas for changes to the environment, we would like 

to hear from you. I coordinate this team but most of the 

credit for environment changes to our worship space go 

to: Elizabeth G. Baker, Teri Berndt, Rosemary Mossberg, 

and Alice Sheeler as well as our seasonal volunteers.  
 

If you would like to be a part of the environment team 

please contact Mike Berndt at 651.454.4884. Thank you! 

Ministry Spotlight 

A ll were amazed and asked one another, ñWhat is this? 
A new teaching with authority. He commands even the 

unclean spirits and they obey him.ò His fame spread 

everywhere throughout the whole region of Galilee. 
 

~Mk 1:27-28 
 

~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

  

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Tuesday, February 3 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, February 4 - ÀLucille & 

ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Thursday, February 5 - ÀHarriet Cloutier 

 Friday, February 6 - For the Sick in the Parish 

 Saturday, February 7 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, February 8 -  9 a.m. - ÀAlvin Boelter 

  11 a.m. - ÀRenee Reagan 


