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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

F or the third and final week, I preached a homily on the topic 

of the Mass. On January 18 I spoke about some general 

principles of the Mass, on January 25 I spoke about what takes 

place during the celebration of Mass, and on February 1 I spoke 

about how our postures and gestures serve as our way of 

acknowledging that Jesus Christ is present in a special way 

when we celebrate the Mass. 

 

We stand when we are talking to God. We do this in the 

opening rites of the Mass, including the Opening Prayer, then 

later at the Prayer Over the Gifts, during the Lordôs Prayer, and 

at the Prayer after Communion. We also stand for the reading 

that is taken from the Gospel of Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, 

because those books contain the accounts of Jesusô life. We sit 

when we are listening. We kneel to give reverence to Jesus 

Christ during the Eucharistic Prayer, and during the 

Communion Rite until the tabernacle is closed. 

 

Genuflecting (touching the right knee to the floor) is our way 

of expressing adoration. We genuflect during the Creed on two 

days of the year (Annunciation and Christmas). We genuflect to 

the Cross on Good Friday and on Holy Saturday until the Easter 

Vigil. The most frequent occasion for genuflecting, though, is 

to the presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. When 

we genuflect, we direct our attention toward the tabernacle. In 

churches in which the tabernacle is off to the side, we genuflect 

toward that side, but in ours, we face the center. Genuflecting is 

sometimes associated with entering a pew, but we should really 

associate it with the tabernacle. The priest, servers, and other 

ministers genuflect toward the tabernacle upon entering the 

sanctuary at the beginning and the end of Mass, but not when 

passing before the tabernacle during Mass (we would bow 

instead, as our lectors and cantors do). Only the priest 

genuflects during Mass, and he does so only three times: after 

the showing of the host, after the showing of the chalice, and 

before Communion (GIRM 274). 

 

Bowing occurs in two forms. A bow of the head (bending at 

the neck) is made at the names of the Trinity mentioned 

together, at the name of Jesus mentioned alone, and at the name 

of Mary or a saint whose feast is being celebrated (GIRM 275), 

and just before receiving Communion (GIRM 160). The 

nationôs bishops have declared that the sign of reverence we all 

will make in the Communion procession is this simple bow 

(GIRM 160). A bow of the body or a profound bow (bending at 

the waist) is made to the altar when the tabernacle is not behind 

it or when it is empty on Good Friday, to the presence of Christ 

in the tabernacle if Mass has already begun, and during the 

Creed (GIRM 275). When visiting in a church whose tabernacle 

is not behind the altar, it is a sign of love, then, to bow to the 

altar, even if no one else seems to be doing so. In the unlikely 

situation of having to enter or exit the church during Mass, a 

bow to the tabernacle is the appropriate gesture. During the 

Creed or Profession of Faith, we bow at that great mystery of 

the coming of God in the flesh when we say, ñBy the power of 

the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary and became 

man.ò 

Some other gestures we make are three small crosses we trace 

on our foreheads, lips, and heart at the proclamation of the 

Gospel. This is related to the fact that the priest, when bowing 

to the altar during the Gospel acclamation, says quietly, 

ñAlmighty God, cleanse my heart and my lips that I may 

worthily proclaim your Gospel.ò A strike of the breast is made 

during the Penitential Rite if the priest chooses to use the 

Confiteor. This prayer begins, ñI confess to almighty God and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned through my 

own fault.ò At these words, each person gently strikes his or 

her chest over the heart with a loosely cupped right hand. 

 

The Church says nothing about any sort of gesture by the 

people during the Lordôs Prayer. While the priest holds his 

hands extended in what is called the ñoransò (praying) position, 

there is nothing mentioned about the congregation. Holding 

hands during the Our Father began with Alcoholics Anonymous 

in the 1970s and made its way into the Mass in many places, 

and a lot of people like to do it. If you wish to hold hands, I 

hope youôll do so with people you know would welcome that. I 

hope youôll be sensitive to the fact that many people do not 

wish to hold hands, and that youôll refrain from reaching to 

people in other pews to hold hands. At the doxology, ñFor the 

Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever,ò the priestôs hands are supposed to be joined, so it 

would seem that raising hands in the air at that point would be 

the opposite of what is supposed to be happening. 

 

I want to announce that soon we will resume the use of a bell. 

Paragraph 150 of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal 

says a server ñrings a bell as a signal to the faithfulò a little 

before the consecration, so it does not seem to be optional. A 

server will, then, ring a bell at the epiclesis (when the Holy 

Spirit is called down upon the gift of bread and wine on the 

altar), and when the priest shows the host and the chalice. Later, 

at the Lamb of God, the large host is broken and divided. The 

Church says this is not to be ñunnecessarily prolonged or given 

undue importanceò (GIRM 83), and that only a priest or deacon 

may do this. Using surprisingly strong language, the Church 

says the practice of having other people assist ñis to be 

corrected with all hasteò (Redemptionis Sacramentum 73), 

which is why I have made that change. In 2004 the Church also 

surprised many of us by specifying that the Precious Blood 

cannot be poured from one vessel to another (Redemptionis 

Sacramentum 106), which is why even before I came to the 

parish, the procedure for filling the small chalices had been 

changed. 

 

The priest usually needs the assistance of lay people for giving 

Communion. Their title is ñextraordinary ministers of Holy 

Communion.ò (The Church has asked that we not use other 

terms that would seem to broaden their function [RS 156].)  We 

are going back to the practice of having them appointed by the 

archbishop and commissioned during Mass for terms that 

expire in three years. No one who is not commissioned can give 

Communion, not even to a sick relativeðwe have a dedicated 

group of people who are commissioned for just this purpose. 

When you come up in line to receive Communion, you pause 

and bow your head at the neck as a sign of reverence for Christ 
 

~cont. on page 3 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic Coalition for 

Separated and Divorcedò Series, which runs Mondays 

through March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 651.683.9808 for 

questions or additional information. 

Monday, February 9: ñFinancial Issues in Divorceò 

Amy Wolff, CFP, CDFA 

H e told them, ñLet us go on to the nearby villages that I 
may preach there also. For this purpose have I come.ò So he 

went into their synagogues, preaching and driving out demons 

throughout the whole of Galilee. 

 ~Mk 1:38-39 

 
~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of John Finnegan, Joseph 
Erickson (brother of Joyce Lucking), 

Ruth Huntington (mother of Nancy Stanton), and 

Wilfred Stock (father of Barbara Dingmann). We pray 

through faith that they are enjoying everlasting life. 

before taking the final step. You will hear, ñThe Body of 

Christ,ò and you should give the single word response, 

ñAmen.ò  No other words are necessary; ñAmenò really says it 

all. You may receive Communion either on the tongue or in the 

hand, and neither way is preferable to the other. If you are 

going to receive on the tongue, after saying ñAmen,ò open your 

mouth and put out your tongue slightly. Do not lean forward; 

just remain standing straight and tall so there will be no 

mishaps, and the host will be placed your tongue. If you are 

going to receive in the hand, make a throne for Christ by 

placing one open hand on top of the other, and hold them up 

high, at the level of your heart. It is not fitting to hold out only 

one hand, or to pinch the Blessed Sacrament between two 

fingers. The Church teaches, ñAs soon as the communicant 

receives the host, he or she consumes it entirelyò (GIRM 160). 

You should do this before turning aside so that there is no 

question in the mind of the priest or extraordinary minister as to 

whether the host has been consumed or not. If you donôt have 

two free hands, you might consider receiving on the tongue 

instead. When receiving the Precious Blood, the same gesture 

of reverence, the bow of the head, is made before the chalice. 

The communicant takes the chalice in both hands, drinks from 

it, and hands it back to the minister. It is not permissible to 

carry a consecrated host from one line, wait in another, and then 

dip it into the Precious Blood, for three reasons: 1) this is an 

action of taking, not receiving, 2) the Precious Blood could drip 

onto the floor, and 3) it exposes the rest of the congregation to 

germs from the fingertips, which would come very close to the 

liquid. Iôm deeply sorry for anyone who has been startled by 

being asked not to dip the Body of Christ into the Blood. 

Sometimes people must wonder about the blessing of children: 

if a child too young to receive Communion seems to want a 

blessing, I will say, ñGod bless you,ò but I will not put my 

hands in that childôs hair. 

 

After Communion I do the ritual purification of the vessels as 

unobtrusively as I can. I could wait until after Mass, but then I 

would not be able to greet people as they leave. Through trial 

and error I have learned to be efficient at this prayerful 

purification that comes before the real cleaning the sacristans 

will do after Mass. Finally, when I reserve the Blessed 

Sacrament in the tabernacle after Communion, you should feel 

free either to sit down or to continue kneeling once the 

tabernacle doors are closed. It is not in any way impolite to sit 

down while the priest is still putting things in order on the altar. 

I wouldnôt want anyone to think people are kneeling for the 

priest instead of for Christ, so if you do continue to kneel, my 

opinion is that you could confuse other people if you use my 

sitting down as your cue to sit down. These are all little things, 

but they are gifts we can offer to God as a way of showing that 

we know who is in our midst. ~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

How to Find the General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal 

The Catholic Church (specifically, the Vatican department 

concerning the liturgy) has revised a detailed document called 

the General Instruction of the Roman Missal. This revision is 

drawing new attention to the liturgy, and it provides an 

occasion for clarifying why we do what we do at Mass. The 

English-language version of this document went into effect on 

March 19, 2003. It may be found on the Internet at http://

www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/

rc_con_ccdds_doc_20030317_ordinamento-messale_en.html. 

You can also find it by going to the Vaticanôs website, 

www.vatican.va. Click the icon for the English language, and 

you will see circular icons arranged like numbers on a clock. 

The circle in the one oôclock position is ñThe Roman Curia.ò  

Click on that, and then on ñCongregations,ò and then on 

ñDivine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.ò Once 

there, click on the large image of an open book next to the 

words ñMissale Romanumò (Roman Missal), and then on the 

word ñEnglish,ò and you will see the whole text of the General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal in English. 

 

The other document I refer to is called Redemptionis 

Sacramentum (On Certain Matters to be Observed or to be 

Avoided Regarding the Most Holy Eucharist). It was published 

in 2004. It can be found at http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/

c o n g r e g a t i o n s / c c d d s / d o c u m e n t s /

r c _ c o n _ c c d d s _ d o c _ 2 0 0 4 0 4 2 3 _ r e d e m p t i o n i s -

sacramentum_en.html. You can also find this by going directly 

to the Vaticanôs website as described above, and once you are 

at ñDivine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments,ò 

scroll down to the item that begins ñInstruction Redemptionis 

Sacramentum éò and click on the English entry. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/26-2/1/09 ......................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 1/26-2/1/09 ...................... $13,391 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $601,650 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $578,846 

Social Justice Thought 

The Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC) advocates on 

behalf of the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota for policies 

and programs that support the life and dignity of every 

human person from conception through natural death. For 

the next weeks the Legislative Objectives of MCC for 

2009 will be printed in this space. 

ß Build a cultural of life by cultivating support for pro-

life positions on abortion, artificial reproduction, 

cloning, death penalty, euthanasia and embryonic 

stem cell research. 

ß Increase access to, and funding for, programs that 

provide needed support services to pregnant women 

and their families. 

 
~Minnesota Catholic Conference 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
Next weekend begins the new 2009 Catholic Services 

Appeal. This Appeal supports many ministries that help 

provide spiritual, educational and social needs to many 

within our Archdiocese. Coming soon in your mail will 

be a letter from Archbishop Nienstedt. Each parishioner 

should receive this gift request. Please prayerfully 

consider your gift to the Appeal. ñWe are one body, one 

body in Christ.ò 

 
Food for the Poor (FFP) 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Please join us the weekend of February 15 to hear Rev. 

Msgr. James J. McGovern speak at all the Masses about a 

ministry providing direct relief to the poor throughout 

Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 

Monsignor McGovern will share what he has witnessed 

about Food For the Poorôs mission to care for the destitute 

as a means of living out the Gospel mandate to love one 

another. 

 

Monsignor McGovern was ordained for the Diocese of 

Trenton in 1958. Before preaching for Food For the Poor, 

he has been a pastor in the Diocese. 

 

Please join me in welcoming Monsignor McGovern. 

 

Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket, St. John Neumann, St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School Open House 

What better gift to give your child and family than to send 

him or her to a Catholic School? We at Faithful Shepherd 

know the benefits of educating a child in a Catholic 

School environment and we would like to share our 

beliefs with you, allow you the opportunity to experience 

a day at our school, as well as ask any questions you may 

have about our school. Come learnðalong with other 

interested familiesðat an open house on Tuesday, 

February 10, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any further questions, would like to schedule 

an individual tour, or simply would like to chat with a 

member of our school, feel free to contact Mr. Boone, 

school principal, at 651.406.4747. 

Council of Catholic Women 3
rd

 

Quarterly Deanery Meeting 

Thursday, February 19, the 3rd Quarterly Meeting of the 

Saint Paul Deaneries Council of Catholic Women (CCW) 

will be held at the Church of St. Peter, 1405 Highway 13, 

Mendota, Minnesota. Registration begins at 8:15 a.m. The  

speaker is retired Ramsey County Judge Mary Louise 

Klas who will share her story and her volunteer activities. 

Following 12 noon Mass, lunch will be served at 1 p.m. 

Cost is $10. To RSVP call 651.488.3351 by Monday, 

February 16. ALL women of the parish are invited to 

attend this meeting. Please come and meet other ladies 

from St. Peterôs as well as other CCW ladies. 
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Monday, February 9 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, February 10 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, February 11 

Sharing & Caring Hands 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 1:30 pm SPCCW Board Meeting, 

   Conference Room I 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, February 12 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5, 7 
 

Friday, February 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, February 14 

Valentineôs Day 

Food For the Poor 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 2 pm Fisher/Piccolino Wedding 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
 

Sunday, February 15ð6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Food For the Poor 

 9 am SPY Snow Tubing 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

   Doughnuts and Refreshments 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

 

Think Spring! 
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History Corner 

Articles in the Historic Church 
The communion rail is a duplicate of the one in the 

church during the 1890s. 

 

The all-wool carpeting was woven in Pennsylvania from a 

design popular in the 1890s. 

 

Hand-made of oak in 1903, the baptismal font was 

originally in St. Mathias Church in Hampton. It was 

donated to St. Peterôs in 1956 when that parish acquired a 

new font. 

 

The 1890 vintage Stations of the Cross and vigil light 

stand, presently in the church, had been discarded in 1950 

by St. Columbanôs Church in Greenleaf, Minnesota, and 

rescued by a parishioner who stored them in his granary. 

During the years of storage, mice had eaten away the 

original oil paintings on the Stations of the Cross, but the 

walnut frames with hand-carved overlay were still intact. 

Acquired by St. Peterôs parishioners at the time of the 

restoration, they were refinished and new prints installed. 

 

The antique cane seat chairs where donated and re-caned 

by parishioners. 

 ~cont. next week 
 

~reprinted from St. Peterôs 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peterôs Catholic Church, 1990 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women (SPCCW) 
 

What the St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women does: 

The SPCCW is very active in a variety of ways in our 

parish. As a member, you may volunteer for any of the 

following activities: Appalachian Christmas project, 

poinsettia sale, doughnut Sunday, Saturday refreshments, 

funeral lunches, jewelry fundraiser, Lenten soup supper, 

spring flower sale, mailings for SPCCW, wine and cheese 

party. 

 

Qualifications: Any woman in the parish can be a 

member. 

 

Benefits: The SPCCW offers each of us the opportunity: 

ß to be with other women who share our same 

general interests 

ß to make new friends 

ß to use our special skills and talents  

ß to be of service to our church and community 

ß to develop our prayer skills 

ß to enhance our spiritual life 

 

All while having fun with other Christian women! 

 

If you would like more information or are interested in 

becoming a member, please contact Nancy Stanton at 

651.686.9009. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, February 9 - ÀGeorge A. Dixon 

 Tuesday, February 10 - ÀRobert and ÀGertrude Fee 

 Wednesday, February 11 - ÀJoseph and ÀLillian Fee 

 Thursday, February 12 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Saturday, February 14 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, February 15 - 9 a.m. - ÀMary Meaney 

  11 a.m. - ÀCharles Gerner 

Readings for the Week of 

February 8 

Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 

1:29-39 

Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: Gn 1:20ð2:4a/Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30 

Friday:  Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10 

Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 10:31ð11:1/Mk 

1:40-45 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
Peter Fisher and Lisa Piccolino 

Council of Catholic Women 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, February 11, 1:30 p.m. in Conference 

Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 


