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From the Pastorõs Desk 

Packed away among my things is a newspaper clipping with a 

picture of an old man. The manôs name is Fr. Alphonse Kubat, 

and I was privileged to know him. For several years he was the 

priest to whom I confessed my sins. His face is traced with deep 

wrinkles, and bears an expression of delight for whomever was 

taking his photograph. Whenever I think of him, I am reminded 

of how rich a life Fr. Kubat led. He was forced by the Nazis to 

work in a labor camp in his native Czechoslovakia. Later he 

was imprisoned by the Communists, and yet he remained a 

faithful priest and once he came to the United States after 

crossing Czech border, he was able to serve in parishes here in 

Minnesota for many years. He was very close to God, and when 

his earthly life came to an end in 2006, one could say that, like 

Job, he ñdied old, and full of years.ò 

 

God gave this saintly priest a long life, and I am pleased by the 

thought that he is likely to be in Godôs presence now in heaven. 

But when I think of him, I consider those who die young, who 

had no time to prepare to meet the Lord. For a long time after 

the terrible events of September 11, 2001, I lingered over the 

thought of all the people who woke up that morning and went 

to work as usual, without any clue that by midmorning their 

lives would come to an end. There were those who worked in 

the Pentagon, those who boarded early morning flights bound 

for the West Coast, and of course there were emergency 

personnel. But most of all I think about regular office workers 

in the World Trade Center, who perhaps never thought much 

about their mortality that day. After all, they were simply at 

work. Perhaps some had just returned some phone calls, or 

straightened up their desks, or made plans for some project, or 

opened the mail. You might think this is strange, but I have 

very often wondered what they would have said or prayed if 

they had been given one minute, or even ten seconds, to know 

what was about to happen. Does that sound morbid?  Well, I 

also pray for them, of course. I pray that God would have 

mercy on anyone who dies suddenly. I have done this every day 

for a long time. 

 

Three years ago this month, on a fine, sunny morning, I was 

driving to church when I came upon a patch of frost and hurtled 

off the road. I sailed down an embankment, and in only a 

moment the front of my car plowed into the ground, and the 

back end of the car flipped over the front. My car came to rest 

on its roof in the snow. But the roof held, the front end 

absorbed most of the energy, I stayed in my seat, and the door 

still opened. I stepped out of the car and into the sunlight, and 

was just fine. I know very well that I could have been killed in 

that accident, and that is quite something to take in. It was such 

an ordinary drive!  How could it have turned out as it did?  As I 

looked back on those moments in which I lost control of the 

car, one thing saddens me: I did not have time to pray. How I 

wish I could say I cried out to God when I was threatened by 

such danger, but there simply was no time. It was all over 

before I realized what was happening. 

 

~cont. in column 2 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  

I have led a lot of funerals over the years, and very often I say 

that we must live each day of our lives in a state of readiness to 

meet God. In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins in 

Matthew 25, Jesus is telling us that we need to bring extra oil 

for when our lamps are going out ï we need to be ready to meet 

the Bridegroom when he comes. The oil we bring is a life of 

holiness. We do not know when God will call us out of this life, 

and we need not fear that moment, anyway. But we cannot 

simply coast along thinking there will be plenty of time later to 

change our lives, to draw close to God. I learned something for 

myself when I walked away from a car accident. I think we 

could all stand to reflect on how we use Godôs gift of time. 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry  

Separated and Divorced  
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 

651.683.9808 for questions or additional information. 

Monday, February 16: Holiday, no meeting 

 

Monday, February 23: ñFinding God and 

Taking Care of Selfò 

Gary Egeberg 

 

Lent Prayer Opportunity  
Community Caring for Life will be participating in the 40 

Days for Life prayer vigil from Ash Wednesday until 

Good Friday. A carpool will be leaving St. Peterôs every 

Friday immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass. If you 

would like more information, or to sign up, visit our table 

in Heritage Center next weekend during hospitality after 

Mass. We also invite you to attend our next meeting in 

Conference Room I on Wednesday, March 11, at 7:30 

p.m. We will be focusing on what the Church teaches 

about end of life issues. 

Elementary Program and Middle School 
Religious Education Classes  
Please remember there will be no elementary classes 

(grades 1-5) or middle school (grades 6-8) on 

Wednesday, February 18. Classes will resume on 

February 25. Parents are invited to join us on Ash 

Wednesday (February 25) for our Ash Prayer Service in 

the Historic Church at 4:30 and 6:30. Please contact 

Kathy Raible at 651.905.4311 or Ed Overell at 

651.905.4312 if you have any questions. 

 

Confirmation Teachers Needed!  
We are in need of 2-3 more teachers for our new 

Confirmation class beginning with classes on Sunday, 

February 22. Classes meet eighteen times Sunday 

mornings between now and next January, following 9 

a.m. Mass and lasting until 11:30 a.m. All teaching 

materials and lesson plans are provided to you, along with 

lots of support and guidance. Volunteers would be teamed 

with another teacher to óteam-teachô the classes. You  

need only a passion for passing on the faith and working 

with our young people. You donôt need to worry about 

feeling that you ñdonôt know enough,ò weôll give you the 

information and support you need to succeed. For more 

information, please contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 

Religious Education/  

Faith Formation  

 


