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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

I   know, I knowðitôs hard to believe that this Wednesday, 

February 25, is Ash Wednesday. But itôs far from as early as it 

could be: Ash Wednesday can fall as early as February 6 (when 

Easter is March 23) and as late as March 8 (when Easter is 

April 23). Lent may have crept up on us, but it remains an 

excellent opportunity to pay attention to what really matters, to 

take stock of our livesðparticularly our relationship with 

Godðand get things in order. 

 

I hope you will consider coming to daily Mass if you possibly 

can. There is no substitute for the Mass, which the Church 

teaches is the perfect form of worship, to help a person to grow 

in the spiritual life. At daily Mass the readings reveal a theme 

each day. Ash Wednesday, as the first day of Lent, really 

establishes this pattern very well. On that day each year, we 

hear from the prophet Joel: ñEven now, says the Lord, return 

to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and 

mourning; rend your hearts, not your garments, and return 

to the Lord, your God.ò 

 

Looking for a way to rend your hearts and return to the Lord 

your God? Everyone should make use of the sacrament of 

penance and go to confession during the season of penance. 

While no one is obliged to go to confession specifically during 

Lent, it is a most fitting season to be reconciled to God, 

especially if it has been a long time for you. We have many 

opportunities to receive it: besides the regularly scheduled 

Saturday confessions before Mass, we will have a parish 

penance service on the evening of Tuesday, March 24, and an 

extra opportunity for individual confessions on April 8, which 

is Wednesday of Holy Week. I also schedule individual 

appointments for those who need to arrange a special timeð

you wouldnôt even need to leave your name if you were to call; 

I would just set a time to meet someone in church. 

 

The devotion of the Stations of the Cross is a valuable way to 

consider more deeply Jesusô gift of himself, the sacrifice of 

Calvary. For young people, parents and grandparents have a 

much better way of fostering love for this devotion than any 

school or religion class ever could. Children will only believe 

itôs important if they see that their family considers it to be 

important. If youôre a grandparent, why not take your 

grandchild to the Stations of the Cross? Itôs likely your 

grandchild will never forget the experience of Stations with 

Grandma or Grandpa, with all of the old familiar sights and 

sounds, and the rhythm of standing and kneeling. 

 

Last, I want to encourage you to make the Lenten custom of 

fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, and that of 

abstaining from meat on Ash Wednesday and all of the Fridays 

of Lent, something that helps you to remember Godôs love for 

you. Far from being duties forced on you from the outside, 

fasting and abstinence are really things people do out of love. 

Try to enter into the spirit of Lent this year, taking advantage of 

the Churchôs call to conversion. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

The Christian faithful are to do 

penance through prayer, fasting, 

abstinence and by exercising works of 

piety and charity. All Fridays through the year, and 

especially during Lent, are penitential days. 

 

ABSTINENCE 

All who have reached their 14th birthday are to abstain 

from eating meat on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays 

during Lent. 

 

FASTING 

All those 18 and older, until their 59th birthday, are to fast 

on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Only one full meal 

is allowed on days of fast. Two other meals, sufficient to 

maintain strength, may be taken according to oneôs needs. 

But together, they should not equal another full meal. 

Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids are 

allowed. The obligation does not apply to those whose 

health or ability to work would be affected seriously. 

People in doubt about fast or abstinence should consult a 

parish priest or confessor. 

2009 Lenten Regulations 

 

 

 

 

 

February 25 
Mass will be celebrated 

at 7 a.m. in the Historic Church 

and 

9 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the 

Main Church 

 

 

On Ash Wednesday, the Council 

of Catholic Women and the 

Menôs Club will be hosting a 

Soup Supper from 5 to 7 p.m. in 

Heritage Center. 

 

 

Stations of the Cross  
After the 9 a.m. Mass in the Historic Church 

and 7 p.m. in the Main Church: 

Fridays, February 27, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 

and April 3 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 

651.683.9808 for questions or additional information. 

Monday, February 23: ñFinding God and 

Taking Care of Selfò 

Gary Egeberg 

 

ISAIAH Southeast Regional Meeting 
Tuesday, February 24, 

7 p.m. 
Conference Room I 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

BEHOLD! We Are Doing A New Thing! Is. 43:19  

 

Lent Prayer Opportunity 
Community Caring for Life will be participating in the 40 

Days for Life prayer vigil from Ash Wednesday until 

Good Friday. A carpool will be leaving St. Peterôs every 

Friday immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass. If you 

would like more information, or to sign up, visit our table 

in Heritage Center this weekend during hospitality after 

Mass. We also invite you to attend our next meeting in 

Conference Room I on Wednesday, March 11, at 7:30 

p.m. We will be focusing on what the Church teaches 

about end of life issues. 

 

St. Peterôs Alms Basket this Lent 
Help children and families in San Pedro, Guatemala 

obtain access to clean water. This Lenten Season, our 

parish has the opportunity to contribute to the 

construction of a water treatment plant for the families at 

Nuestra Señora Del Rosario (Our Lady of the Rosary) in 

San Pedro, Guatemala. Grace Centre is local nonprofit, 

founded by parishioners of St. Peterôs Church, that is 

collaborating with the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese 

of Guatemala to help prevent malnutrition in young 

children in the communities we serve. By foregoing a 

Caribou coffee, a bottled water, a bottle of wine, or some 

other treat and instead, donating the money to the 

Almsgivings Basket this Lent, will go a long way toward 

helping provide clean, safe drinking water for the children 

and families in San Pedro. Your sacrifice will help 

illuminate human suffering experienced by this neglected 

community in Guatemala. Thank you for reaching out this 

Lent and helping us send love and hope to the families in 

need at Our Lady of the Rosary! Every dollar contributed 

will be matched by the Donald D. Lynch Family 

Foundation. 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 
Ash Wednesday Services 
On Wednesday, February 25, we will be having special 

Ash Wednesday Prayer Services in the Historic Church 

with all of the religious education classes at both the 4:30 

and 6:30 sessions. Children should go to their classrooms 

as usual and then they will go to the church as a group. 

Parents are encouraged to meet us in the Historic Church 

for the prayer service. Hope to see you then! If you have 

any questions, please contact Kathy Raible at 

651.905.4311. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Kidsõ Change for Kids 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a child from 

Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that 

they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked 

KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every 

classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance 

of helping those less fortunateðit will make a difference 

in their lives. Thank you! 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the 

gathering space by the elevator. Each time you perform a 

random act of kindnessðan act you perform because of a 

ñdesire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the worldòðplease put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, February 23 - ÀThomas J. Burke 

 Tuesday, February 24 - ÀAva Mayers 

 Wednesday, February 25 - 9 a.m. - Mass For 

the People 

 Thursday, February 26 - ÀDeceased/Living Members 

of Steve and Mary Lauinger 

 Friday, February 27 - ÀLucille Zimmerman 

 Saturday, February 28 - ÀHelen Pilaczynski 

 Sunday, March 1 - 9 a.m. - ÀNathan Giguere 

  11 a.m. - ÀMass For the People 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 2/9-2/15/09 ......................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 2/9-2/15/09 ........................ $8,915 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $636,110 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $608,517 

Social Justice Thought 

Criminal Justice 
 

ß Limit the impact of a parentôs incarceration on 

children and families by addressing the emotional and 

economic needs of children and families. 

ß Improve access to credit, employment, higher 

education and housing for individuals who have 

completed their sentence and are transitioning from 

prison to the community. 

 
~Minnesota Catholic Conference 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

J 
esus said to the paralytic, ñI say to you, rise, pick up 

your mat, and go home.ò He rose, picked up his mat at 

once, and went away in the sight of everyone. They were 

all astounded and glorified God, saying, ñWe have never 

seen anything like this.ò 

Mk 2:11-12 
 

~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
Thank you to those who returned their 

pledges for the Catholic Services 

Appeal today. For those of you 

continuing to prayerfully respond, we 

ask that you return your pledge form 

to Mass. Your pledge will touch the 

lives of so many needs in our parish. 

As a reminder, our parish receives 

25% of all gifts made through our 

parish. The need has never been greater and your 

response is greatly appreciated. 

ñWe are one body, one body in Christ.ò 

 
Fr. Charles Muyimba has a car! 
Fr. Charles would like to thank all those who made 

individual gifts to him for the purchase of a car to use in 

his pastoral work in Uganda. In an email to our Uganda 

Mission Team he said, ñToday the day has been 

interesting and good because for the first time in my 

pastoral work I have visited three schools and had Mass 

with the children and teachers. They are also very happy 

for the results of my journey to your parish and your 

country.ò 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket 

St. John Neumann 

St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of Patricia Poppler and Al 
Zimmerman. We pray through faith that 

they are enjoying everlasting life. 

New Parishioner Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses next weekend 

(February 28/March 1) in the gathering space, or by 

appointment. For an appointment call Lisa Olson at 

651.905.4313, or click on the ñJoin Usò link on our 

website at www.stpetersmendota.org. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

  

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 
Embracing All Our Children 

St. John Neumannôs support group for families and 

friends of same sex attracted people invites you to their 

monthly support group meeting Thursday, February 26, 

from 7-9 p.m. in their parish library. They listen and share 

stories in a confidential setting of faith and love. If you 

have any questions, contact Phyllis at 952.423.3450. 
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Monday, February 23 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, February 24 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 11 am-12 Noon 

  Mobile Meals 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 7 pm ISAIAH Region Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, February 25ðAsh Wednesday 

 7 am Mass, Historic Church 

 9 am and 7 pm 

   Mass, Main Church 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR/Ash Wednesday Prayer Service 

 5-7 pm Soup Supper, Heritage Center 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 
 

Thursday, February 26 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, February 27 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:35 am  Stations of the Cross, Historic Church 

 After  Daily Mass Birthday Celebration, 

 Stations Heritage Center 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 

 6 pm Workcamp Service Retreat 
 

Saturday, February 28 

 10 am Scripture Study, Family Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

   RCIA Rite of Sending 

 After Mass: 

   Cookies and Refreshments 

   Girl Scout Cookie Sale 

   New Parishioner Registration 
 

Sunday, March 1ð1st Sunday of Lent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School 

 10 am Uganda Mission Team Meeting, 

   Heritage Center 

 After Masses: 

   Doughnuts and Refreshments 

   Girl Scout Cookie Sale 

   New Parishioner Registration 

 1 pm Rite of Election, St. Paul Cathedral 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

St. Peterôs School, Convent, Rectory and 

Community Hall 
St. Peterôs has a long history in the field of education. 

School was taught in the log chapel after 1853 when the 

stone church was built. Mr. Deautinet was the teacher. In 

1869, the log chapel was torn down to make way for the 

railroad. The Sibley House was purchased from Henry 

Sibley around 1868 and used as a school. It was called the 

Convent of the Immaculate Conception and was staffed 

by the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

 

The first children were French, Irish, and Sioux. The girls 

were taught at the Convent, and the boys were taught in a 

brick school owned by the district. The sisters left in 1879 

because of declining enrollment and financial difficulties. 

They were followed by the Sisters of Mercy who staffed 

an Industrial School for Girls. In 1883, the school was 

closed for lack of support. In 1910, St. Peterôs School 

building and property was turned over to the Daughters of 

the American Revolution by Archbishop Ireland, to be 

preserved as a historical museum. The building again 

became known as the Sibley House. 

 

In 1956-57, a new school was constructed at the cost of 

$400,000. The Sisters of the Most Precious Blood staffed 

St. Peterôs School. The school was dedicated to the 

memory of Father Thomas Edward Shields, a famous 

educator who was connected with the parish in the late 

1800s. It opened with three sisters and 112 pupils. 

 

In the 1960s, the enrollment was well over 300 students. 

The building was used as a school until 1971-72. Two 

years later, it was converted into the former Main Church. 
~cont. in next weekendôs bulletin 

~reprinted from St. Peterôs 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peterôs Catholic Church, 1990 

Community Caring for Life 

What the Community Caring for Life  does: Our 

mission is to educate, inform, and support the dignity of 

all human life from conception to natural death. 

 

Time Commitment: We meet on the second 

Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Conference 

Room. 

 
Qualifications: Anyone is welcome to attend our 

meetings. Together we can carry out the mission of 

supporting the Culture of Life! 

 

If you would like more information or are interested in 

becoming a part of the Community Caring for Life, please 

contact Carol Mulvihill at 651.453.1345.  

Ministry Spotlight 

Readings for the Week of 

February 22 

Sunday: Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25/2 Cor 1:18-

22/Mk 2:1-12 

Monday: Sir 1:1-10/Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11/Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20---6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 

16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 
©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Wedding Guidelines 

The Wedding Preparation Guidelines and Policy 

Handbook has been updated and posted on the St. Peterôs 

website. If you are a recently engaged parishioner, or the 

parent of someone recently engaged, we would like to 

offer you our congratulations and support in the coming 

months of preparation for Catholic marriage. Please visit 

our website or call the parish office to obtain a paper copy 

of the updated guidelines. 


