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From the Pastorõs Desk 

N ow that we have come to the First Sunday of Lent, itôs 
time to make the most of this beautiful season that stretches out 

before us. If youôre anything like I am, then you know what it 

means to take for granted some of the most obvious 

opportunities to grow closer to God. We might try to go after 

things that are hard to grasp while others remain right before us, 

untested and untouched. What Iôm getting at is the Scripture 

readings themselves, which can help us on our Lenten path. 

 

I find my experience of Lent to be very much shaped by the 

readings chosen by the Church in the years just after the Second 

Vatican Council (which took place from 1962-1965). The 

pattern followed by these readings is perhaps the Catholic 

Churchôs least recognized gift to the rest of the Christian world. 

Many Protestant communities decided to adopt a pattern of 

readings that very closely follows that of the Catholic 

lectionary.  

 

For the vast majority of the year the Scripture passages read at 

Mass follow what is called a ñsemi-continuous reading,ò which 

means that we gradually move through some book of the Bible. 

Lent is different. On Lenten Sundays these readings are 

carefully chosen to reflect specific themes that are appropriate 

for Lent. The second reading and the Gospel are always related, 

and the Gospel readings follow a pattern. 

 

The first  Sunday always features the story of Christôs 

temptation in the desert, whether itôs Year A, B, or C. This 

year, because we are in Year B and we are generally using 

Markôs Gospel, we hear Markôs brief account of the temptation. 

 

Similarly, the second Sunday always allows us to hear an 

account of the Transfiguration of the Lordðagain, it is from 

Markôs Gospel this year. 

 

Each year, the third, fourth, and fifth  Sundays share a 

particular theme. This year, their theme is the Passover: we hear 

in the Gospel passages the story of Jesusô Passover prophecy of 

the destruction and rebuilding of the temple, of Jesus 

announcing that the Son of Man would be lifted up and 

declaring that God sent the Son to save the world, and Jesus 

announcing that a grain of wheat that dies will produce much 

fruit. These readings are all taken from the Gospel according to 

John. (The Gospel of Mark is so short that we would run out of 

passages before the end of the year if we did not occasionally 

dip into the Gospel of John.) 

 

The sixth Sunday of Lent is Palm Sunday, and on that day we 

read Markôs account of Jesusô triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

at the beginning of Mass during the blessing of palms, and 

during the Liturgy of the Word we hear Markôs account of the 

Passion. 

 

So the second reading and the Gospel are a matched set during 

Lentðwhat about the first reading?  The first readings on the 

first five Sundays of Lent form a unit that is meant to convey a 

lesson for us, and this year that lesson is that God has made a  

series of covenants with his people. We hear about the covenant 

God made with Noah after the flood (Gen. 9:8-15), Abrahamôs 

willingness to sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18), 

the giving of the law on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20:1-17), the 

exile and liberation of the people (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-

23), and Godôs promise of a new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

 

Perhaps this glance at the Scriptural patterns during Mass in 

these weeks will be helpful to you this Lent. I hope so! 

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Lent should be more than a time for fasting. It should also 

be a joyous season of feasting. Lent is a time to fast from 

certain things and to feast on others. It is a season in 

which we should: 

Fast from judging others ........... Feast on the Christ 

 dwelling in them, 

Fast from apparent darkness ..... Feast on the 

 reality of light, 

Fast from ill thoughts ................ Feast on the healing 

 power of God, 

Fast from words that pollute ..... Feast on phrases 

 that purify, 

Fast from discontent .................. Feast on gratitude, 

Fast from anger ......................... Feast on patience, 

Fast from pessimism ................. Feast on optimism, 

Fast from worry......................... Feast on divine order, 

Fast from complaining .............. Feast on appreciation, 

Fast from negatives ................... Feast on affirmations, 

Fast from pressure ..................... Feast on unceasing 

 prayer, 

Fast from hostility ..................... Feast on 

 nonresistance, 

Fast from bitterness ................... Feast on forgiveness, 

Fast from self-concern .............. Feast on compassion 

 for others, 

Fast from personal anxiety ........ Feast on Eternal truth, 

Fast from discouragement ......... Feast on hope, 

Fast from facts that depress ....... Feast on truths that 

 uplift, 

Fast from lethargy ..................... Feast on enthusiasm, 

Fast from suspicion ................... Feast on truth, 

Fast from shadows of sorrow .... Feast on sunlight of 

 serenity, 

Fast from idle gossip ................. Feast on purposeful 

 silence. 

 
~By W.A.Ward 

reprinted with permission 

from The Catholic Bulletin, 

(now The Catholic Spirit), February 7, 1991 

Fasting and Feasting 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 

651.683.9808 for questions or additional information. 

Monday, March 2: ñHealthy Relationshipsò 

Jim Hobday, ACSW, LICSW 

Monday, March 9: ñAnnulmentò 

Deacon Rich Klish, Director of the Metropolitan Tribunal 

**No small group this evening** 

Monday, March 16: Small Group Only 

 

St. Peterôs Alms Basket this Lent 
Help children and families in San Pedro, Guatemala 

obtain access to clean water. This Lenten Season, our 

parish has the opportunity to contribute to the 

construction of a water treatment plant for the families at 

Nuestra Señora Del Rosario (Our Lady of the Rosary) in 

San Pedro, Guatemala. Grace Centre is local nonprofit, 

founded by parishioners of St. Peterôs Church, that is 

collaborating with the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese 

of Guatemala to help prevent malnutrition in young 

children in the communities we serve. By foregoing a 

Caribou coffee, a bottled water, a bottle of wine, or some 

other treat and instead, donating the money to the 

Almsgivings Basket this Lent, will go a long way toward 

helping provide clean, safe drinking water for the children 

and families in San Pedro. Your sacrifice will help 

illuminate human suffering experienced by this neglected 

community in Guatemala. Thank you for reaching out this 

Lent and helping us send love and hope to the families in 

need at Our Lady of the Rosary! Every dollar contributed 

will be matched by the Donald D. Lynch Family 

Foundation. 

 

Blood Pressure Readings 

Blood pressure readings will be offered in the Family 

Room on March 7 and February 8 after all Masses.  

Kidsõ Change for Kids 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a child from 

Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that 

they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked 

KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every 

classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance 

of helping those less fortunateðit will make a difference 

in their lives. Thank you! 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the 

gathering space by the elevator. Each time you perform a 

random act of kindnessðan act you perform because of a 

ñdesire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the worldòðplease put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

 

A fter John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the gospel of God: ñThis is the time of 

fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 

believe in the gospel.ò 

~Mk 1:14-15 
 

~Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After the 9 a.m. Mass in the Historic Church 

and 7 p.m. in the Main Church: 

Fridays, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 

and April 3 

Holy Water and Lent 

This year we are purposely leaving the baptismal font in 

the Main Church and the holy water stoups in the Historic 

Church filled with blessed water during Lent. While they 

will be empty during the Paschal Triduum, the holy water 

will remain available for us to bless ourselves until that 

time. Lent is a time rich in the symbolism of water and 

baptism, and holy water is a sacramental of the Church, 

so it seems fitting to allow parishioners to use it until the 

evening of Holy Thursday. 

 
 

Sunday, March 8 
2 a.m. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 2/16-2/22/09 ....................... $26,410 

Actual for the period of 2/16-2/22/09 .................... $21,128 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $662,520 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $629,741 

Social Justice Thought 

Economic Justice 
 

ß Improve options for low-income workers by 

expanding training and employment opportunities, 

while addressing child care and transportation needs. 

ß Increase employment and training opportunities for 

unemployed Minnesota workers. 

ß Raise Minnesotaôs minimum wage. 
 

~Minnesota Catholic Conference 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
Through the generosity of many parishioners, 

we have reached 28% of our parish financial 

goal for the Catholic Services Appeal. Thank 

you for sharing Godôs gifts in helping serve 

others in our community. The total number of 

parishioners contributing currently equals 99, 

help us grow the number of donors to this appeal. Those 

who continue to prayerfully consider their gift, we remind 

you that no gift is too small to support one another in faith 

and to help those in need. 

ñWe are one body, one body in Christ.ò 

 

Food For the Poor 
To the St. Peter Family, 

 

Food for the Poor wishes to thank you for the welcome 

you extended to Monsignor McGovern on his recent visit 

to your parish. 

 

On behalf of our less fortunate brothers and sisters of 

Latin America and the Caribbean, we thank you for 

having shared in their lives. They, and you, are blessed by 

your generosity. 

 

In Christ, 

The Food for the Poor Family 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket, St. John Neumann 

St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of Dolores Countryman and 
Jeanne Ginder (mother of Mark 

Ginder). We pray through faith that they are enjoying 

everlasting life. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

  

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Join us for an evening of fun and laughs at 

game night on Friday, March 13, at 7 p.m. in 

the Adult Education Room at St. John 

Neumann. Please bring a snack or dessert to 

share (keeping in mind it will be Lent). Bring 

any favorite gamesðboard or otherwise. If 

you have any questions, please call Betty at 651.454.5469 

or Carmen at 651.340.4421. See you then!  

Friday, March 13, could be your LUCKY 

night! Join us  for ñPizza & Bingo Nightò 

6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Faithful Shepherd 

Catholic School gym. Get in on the bingo 

action and win great prizes for just $5/

person or $15/family. Yummy pizza, snacks and drinks 

available for additional purchase. Spread the word about 

this popular Home and School Association FUNraiser. If 

you have any questions, contact Cathy Mohs at 

cathym28@comcast.net. 

Save the date: Faithful 

Shepherd Family Bingo and 

Pizza Night 

Singles Over 40 Game Night 



Church of St. Peter page 5a Church of St. Peter page 5b 

Monday, March 2 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 3 

Loaves & Fishes 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm First Eucharist Parent Session II, 

  Main Church 
 

Wednesday, March 4 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, March 5 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, March 6 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:35 am  Stations of the Cross, Historic Church 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 7 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Family Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Blood Pressure Screening 

   Girl Scout Cookie Sale 

   Knights of Columbus Recruitment 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
 

Sunday, March 8ð2nd Sunday of Lent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School 

 12 Noon Workcamp Meeting, Youth Room 

 After Masses: 

   Blood Pressure Screening 

   Girl Scout Cookie Sale 

   Knights of Columbus Recruitment 

   Refreshments and Doughnuts 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

St. Peterôs School, Convent, Rectory and 

Community Hall 
~cont. from February 22 parish bulletin 

 

In 1960, the new convent, now occupied by the pastor, 

was built for the sisters. They previously lived in the 

school building. The convent had accommodations for 11 

sisters and was situated on the bluff above the Minnesota 

River where the sisters prayed, worked, rested, studied 

and dined. 

 

In 1973, the rectory, formerly the convent, was converted 

to provide offices and residence for clergy. 

 

A Community Hall, now called Heritage Hall, was built 

around 1936-38, giving St. Peterôs parishioners a place to 

gather, socialize, and provide a center for community 

togetherness and tradition. 
~reprinted from St. Peterôs 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peterôs Catholic Church, 1990 

Uganda Mission Team 

What the Uganda Mission Team does: Ugandan 

Mission Team organizes and oversees the Ugandan Child 

Sponsorship program which gives students of Nabingo 

and Mygeria the opportunity to go to school to learn and 

become contributing members of their community when 

they get older. We also coordinate visits from Fr. 

Lawrence and other priests from Uganda such as Fr. 

Charles who visited us last year. Additionally, we are 

working toward creating a Sister Parish relationship with 

St. Anthonyôs in Mygeria. 

 

Time Commitment: Minimal, and varying.  Typically 

we have monthly meetings between Masses the first 

Sunday of the month. We will also host hospitality once a 

quarter. The time commitment may vary when we have 

visiting priests as we typically have more events during 

that time and during our sponsorship drive during Lent. 

Even during these times, we spread the work among 

the team so it isn't overwhelming for any one person. 

 

Qualifications: Anyone interested in working with our 

Ugandan brothers and sisters! 

 

Benefits: You will gain a new outlook on what it means 

to minister to those with less. And you will develop a 

broader view of our world and how we as a Catholic 

Church are truly universal and a family of God. 

 

If you would like more information or would like to join 

the Ugandan Mission Team, please send an email to 

stpetersuganda@yahoo.com, or you can call Cyndi Kesler 

at 651.335.6583. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Readings for the Week of 

March 1 

Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/ Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/ Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 

Friday:  Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 

Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-

34/Mk 9:2-10 
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OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Tuesday, March 3 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, March 4 - ÀLucille and ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Thursday, March 5 - ÀRobert and ÀGertrude Fee 

 Friday, March 6 - For the Sick in the Parish 

 Saturday, March 7 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, March 8 - 9 a.m. - John Meaney 

  11 a.m. - ÀClaud and ÀLucille Shrader 


