
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org 

PASTOR: 

Fr. Joseph Gallatin ................................................. 651-452-4550 

 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 

Lisa Amos ............................................................. 651-905-4304 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER: 

Mary Jubenville ..................................................... 651-905-4307 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 

Kathy Raible, Director .......................................... 651-905-4311 

Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ............................. 651-905-4312 

Lisa Olson, Sunday School Coordinator ............... 651-905-4313 

Sue Scherer, Secretary ........................................... 651-905-4318 

Religious Education Information Line .................. 651-905-4314 
 

MUSIC/LITURGY: 

David Dunst, Music Director ................................ 651-905-4323 

Liturgical Ministers ............................................... 651-905-4310 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 

Lisa Olson ............................................................. 651-905-4313 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 

Amy Seefeld, Receptionist/Secretary .................... 651-452-4550 

Darlene Olson, Communication Coordinator ........ 651-905-4302 
 

MAINTENANCE: 

Brandon Carrier ..................................................... 651-707-2547 

Tom Deshler .......................................................... 651-905-4322 

Steven Olson ......................................................... 651-452-4550 
 

Parish Office: .............................................. 651-452-4550 

Fax: ....................................................... 651-456-0646 

E-mail: .............................. church@stpetersmendota.org 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School: ......... 651-406-4747 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

9 am-4:30 pm Monday through Friday 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ............................................. 651-683-0437 

 E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 

Church of 
St. Peter  

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

March 8, 2009 



Church of St. Peter Page 2 

From the Pastorõs Desk 

F or quite a few months now we have been hearing 

about the difficulties faced by daily newspapers. I believe 

Iôm the only one of my siblings (there are five of us) who 

has the newspaper delivered, since many people have 

given up on them. (I find it helpful to have the print 

newspaper delivered, as I donôt allow myself to recycle it 

until I have scanned the whole thing. I need to keep up on 

whatôs being printed!) One of our papers has joined a 

dozen or so across the nation in bankruptcy protection. 

Costs have risen, and subscriptions and advertising are 

down, and that makes it hard to publish a newspaper. 

 

I was surprised two weeks ago to pick up my copy of our 

diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Spirit. It seemed that 

quite a bit of the inside was missing. But then I learned 

that the paper had to publish an issue just eight pages long 

because of money issues. The editor wrote in the 

following issue that the paper, which has averaged 27 

pages in length, has had to cut back, and that the staff and 

advisors are looking for new ways to make ends meet. 

The newspaper already receives a subsidy from the 219 

parishes of the Archdiocese, so even as it cuts costs its 

revenue needs to rise. I hope youôll consider becoming a 

subscriber and join those who get their news about the 

Catholic Church this way. Itôs especially helpful for being 

alerted to events in parishes all around usðand for 

keeping up with Archbishop Nienstedtôs weekly schedule, 

published with his regular column. 

 

It might seem to be a tough time to drum up support for 

something that costs money. Our nationôs economic 

problems seem much closer to home these days, and you 

might not have much extra to give. No matter what you 

decide about our newspaper, I hope you are giving some 

serious thought to your charitable giving. Many years 

ago, after attending a national stewardship conference, I 

decided to adopt a new attitude toward my giving. As a 

student, I must admit, I had never made contributions. I 

knew I needed to have some system of giving. So I 

decided to adopt an approach I heard about at that 

conference: I decided in advance what amount of money I 

would give each month, and then I would pay my 

charitable contributions like a bill. That system has 

worked very well for me. I know when I have given 

enough in contributions each month, and then I feel no 

guilt about throwing away other solicitations for money 

that come in the mail. 

 

My favorite destination for my dollars is, first of all, the 

parish I am serving (I have my contribution withdrawn  
 

~cont. in column 2 

automatically from my checking account). The other 

destinations for me are the Catholic Services Appeal (to 

the Archdiocese to run its programs), the Faithful 

Shepherd Catholic School capital campaign, the Christian 

Foundation for Children and Aging, St. Bernardôs School 

(where I used to be assigned), Minnesota Citizens 

Concerned for Life, the Catholic Bishop of Northern 

Alaska (really the missionary diocese of Fairbanks), the 

Franciscans of the Holy Land, the Catholic Near East 

Welfare Association, the Franciscan Brothers of Peace, 

St. Paulôs Outreach, the Saint Paul Seminary, and the 

International Catholic Migration Commission. I like to 

give, too, to the World Mission Sunday collection each 

October, the Good Friday collection for the upkeep of the 

shrines of the Holy Land, and the Peterôs Pence collection 

for the charitable works of the Holy Father each June. I 

know Iôll soon be giving to our own parishôs capital 

campaign, and I encourage those great gifts to the 

parishioners we help in Guatemala and Uganda. I hope 

you will be able to make some sacrifices this Lent, in a 

year of many sacrifices already, by perhaps redirecting a 

bit of money you would have spent on a treat to some 

worthy cause. This is almsgiving, and itôs a great way to 

enter into this season of Lent. 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fridays, March 13, 20, 27, and April 3 

After the 9 a.m. Mass in the Historic Church 

and 7 p.m. in the Main Church 

Ugandan Sponsorship Drive 

Sponsorship Drive for the Children of St. Anthonyôs 

Parish in Migyera, Uganda 

 

When: The Weekends of March 7/8 and 14/15 

(and all during Lent) 

 

What: Sponsor a child to support their education 

and other needs 

 

Why: To share our God-given gifts with others 

in need 

 

Questions: Contact a member of the Ugandan 

Mission Team 

 Email: Stpetersuganda@yahoo.com 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 

651.683.9808 for questions or additional information. 

Monday, March 9: ñAnnulmentò 

Deacon Rich Klish, Director of the Metropolitan Tribunal 

**No small group this evening** 

Monday, March 16: Small Group Only 

 

Clean Water for Kids In Guatemala 
Grace Centre of Guatemala is building a water treatment 

plant at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Guatemala 

to provide safe, drinkable water to the community. The 

cost of a cup of coffee in the Alms Basket goes a long 

way to help those who suffer most in Guatemala, 

especially young children. The Donald Lynch Family 

Foundation will match each $1 contributed this Lent. For 

information about Guatemala and a June mission trip, 

please contact Lorilee at 651.494.8303 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. Thomas Becket, St. John Neumann 

St. Peter 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a 

child from Uganda. All children are asked to 

bring in money that they have earned and 

place it in one of the cans marked KIDS' 

CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every classroom. 

Please talk to your child about the importance of helping 

those less fortunateðit will make a difference in their 

lives. Thank you! 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the 

gathering space by the elevator. Each time you perform a 

random act of kindnessðan act you perform because of a 

ñdesire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the worldòðplease put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

 

Workcampers 

Lenten Pasta Dinner 
Friday, March 20, at 6 p.m., will be the 

3rd annual Lenten Pasta Dinner, 

sponsored by Workcamp. Come enjoy 

dinner that evening with family and 

friends, featuring cheese ravioli, 

spaghetti with meatless sauce, and 

fettuccine alfredo along with Caesar 

salad and bread sticks. We will also feature an ice cream 

bar for dessert! Admission is $4 for kids 12 and under, $7 

for adults, or $20 for your immediate family, and presale 

tickets will be available after Mass this weekend and next 

weekend. Advance tickets are not necessary for the 

dinner; walkups will be welcome. All proceeds will go 

directly towards defraying the cost of this summerôs 

Workcamp trip to Philadelphia. For more information 

please contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 

 
Annual Workcamp Service Retreat 
Last weekend the Workcampers held their annual 24 hour 

retreat on-site at St. Peterôs. As part of the retreat we 

painted the upstairs and downstairs hallways in the old 

building. This is an annual tradition for the Workcampers 

as a way to say thank you to the parish and all its 

parishioners for their support. 

St. Peterõs Youth (SPY) 

Youth Group 
There will be Youth Group on Friday night, March 13, 

from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in the youth room. All parish youth in 

grades 6 and up are welcome to attend, and you are 

welcome to bring friends. Contact Ed Overell at 

651.905.4312 for more information. 

Come join Fr. Gallatin and the Community Caring for 

Life Team as we join the 40 Days for Life vigil to end 

abortion at Regions Hospital. 

 

We will be meeting at 12:30 by the office for a carpool on 

Tuesday, March 10. Fr. Gallatin will lead us in prayer on 

the sidewalk of Regions Hospital. If you have any 

questions about the 40 Days for Life campaign, check out 

their website at www.40DaysforLife.com, and see the 

wonderful results this vigil is producing. Hope you can 

join us! 

40 Days for Life 

Kidsõ Change for Kids 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 2/23-3/1/09 ......................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 2/23-3/1/09 ...................... $13,263 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $677,270 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $643,004 

Social Justice Thought 

Ending Poverty 
 

ß Ensure that Minnesotans have access to public 

support programs that help individuals maintain 

employment and meet their familiesô basic needs. 

ß Implement recommendations of the Legislative 

Commission to end poverty. 
 

~Minnesota Catholic Conference 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
The Appeal began three weeks ago. Our goal 

at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. So far, 

$25,675 has been pledged or paid in full by 

the  members  of  our  parish,  so  we  have 

reached 38% of our goal. It will still require 

the commitment of more of our members to 

raise the remaining $42,418, so please let us know your 

response to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon. 

Remember, itôs a really good idea for a parish to show its 

support for our Archbishop! 

 

March is Minnesota FoodShare month! 
We support  the food shelf at 

Neighbors, Inc. Any donations of food 

or money received in March will be 

matchedðin partðby the Minnesota 

FoodShare and the Feinstein 

Foundation of New Jersey. The more food and money 

received, the more money Neighbors will receive. 

 

Dear St. Peterôs Church, 

 

Our sincerest thank you for the most 

generous donation you made to in 

February. Your recent donation of 126 

pounds of food items is greatly 

appreciated. 

  

Many of your neighbors benefited from these gifts from 

your heart. 

  

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

Readings for the Week of 

March 8 

Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-

34/Mk 9:2-10 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 

Friday:  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/ Mt 21:33-

43, 45-46 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 

1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Join us Friday, March 13, for ñPizza and  

Bingo Nightò 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the 

FSCS gym. Come for the fun and 

maybe go home a Heroðthe Wii Guitar 

Hero is one of the grand prizes. Get in 

on the action for just $5/person or $15/

family. Pizza, snacks and drinks available for additional 

purchase. Spread the word about this popular Home and 

School Association FUNraiser. If you have any questions, 

contact Cathy Mohs at cathym28@comcast.net. 

Faithful Shepherd Invites You to 

Family Bingo and Pizza Night 

Thank you to everyone involved with another successful 

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper! Proceeds in the amount of 

$556.97 were donated to Sharing & Caring Hands. 
~sponsored by St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women 

and Menôs Club 

Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 

Council of Catholic Women 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, March 11, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room 

I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 
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Monday, March 9 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 10 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, March 11 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 1:30 pm SPCCW Board Meeting, 

   Conference Room I 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 7:30 pm Community Caring for Life, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, March 12 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, March 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:35 am  Stations of the Cross, Historic Church 

 6:30 pm Youth Group, Youth Room 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 14 

 9 am First Eucharist Mini-Retreat 

 10 am Scripture Study, Family Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

   Uganda Sponsorship 
 

Sunday, March 15ð3
rd

 Sunday of Lent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School 

 After Masses: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

   Uganda Sponsorship 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

St. Peterôs Cemetery 
St. Peterôs Cemetery is located near Highways 110 and 

13, overlooking the Church of St. Peter. 

 

The first recorded burial in St. Peterôs Cemetery was that 

of Olivier Emile Faribault on October 10, 1840. It is 

believed that there were burials in the cemetery even prior 

to that date. Unfortunately, some markers were made of 

wood or soft stone and have eroded. Also, vandals may 

have removed or destroyed some stones. Many graves 

were never marked. 

 

Buried in St. Peterôs Cemetery are those who were here 

before the church was built in 1853. Many of the early 

settlers at Mendota who lie in the graveyard were 

connected with the American Fur Company or traded at 

the local outpost. They are part of St. Peterôs Church 

history and that of our state. Many buried in the cemetery 

were parishioners who helped build the state of 

Minnesota and Dakota County. A number of those buried 

are of French descent, such as Legendre, Le May and 

Tousignant. Also, there are many Irish names, such as 

Murphy, St. Martin and Shields. Soldiers from the Civil 

War, Spanish American War, World War I and World 

War II are also buried in St. Peterôs Cemetery. 

 

The cemetery remains in use today with families of the 

parish owning plots. A new altar was placed in the 

cemetery in 1990 and was dedicated at Easter that same 

year. 
~reprinted from St. Peterôs 150th Anniversary 

The History of Saint Peterôs Catholic Church, 1990 

Guatemala Outreach Team 
What the Guatemala Outreach Team does: 
Individuals from our parish community who are interested 
in working with the communities of San Pedro and San 
Jose, Guatemala collaborate with priests from the 
Missionary Fraternity of Mary and Grace Centre of 
Guatemala. The heart of the mission of Grace Centre is to 
prevent malnutrition in the children and provide families 
with human development services they currently lack by 
collaborating with the Archdiocese of Guatemala.  
 
Volunteering includes creative projects (like card-making, 
writing), researching work, small administrative, 
translating and more. Although travel is not required, 
those interested in closer contact can travel with Grace 
Centre of Guatemala to mission sites in San Jose and San 
Pedro and become a friend to these wonderful Catholic 
communities. Lending advice or experience as we work 
on various projects is very valuable. 
 
Time Commitment: Minimal, and varying. Typically 
we have monthly meetings between Masses the first 
Sunday of the month. We will also host hospitality once a 
quarter. The time commitment may vary when we have 
visiting priests as we typically have more events during 
that time and during our sponsorship drive during Lent. 
Even during these times, we spread the work among 
the team so it isn't overwhelming for any one person. 
 
Qualifications: Spanish fluency is not required; 
however bi-lingual parishioners are encouraged to 
become involved for translating needs. Anyone interested 
in sharing their heart by offering creative ideas, or helping 
with an event is also encouraged to do so. Currently,  
individuals with the following experience are especially 
needed:  website design, writing or marketing skills, 
medical expertise, finance or legal skills. No time 
commitment, just join in as needed and desired.  
 
Benefits: Develop a sense of community within the 
parish with interested others, having a common mission to 
be in relationship and outreach to other communities in 
the church of Guatemala. Your spirit is needed, and it is 
satisfying to make a vital difference in the lives of so 
many others and be connected to other Catholic 
communities who appreciate our friendship.  
 
The next Guatemala Mission Trip will be June 14 to June 
20 to visit Our Lady of the Rosary parish in San Pedro 
and the mission parish of San Jose, Guatemala for 
interested parishioners. 
 
For more information or if you are interested in being a 
part of the Guatemala Outreach Team, please contact 
Lorilee Petrangelo at lkpetrangelo@yahoo.com or 651. 
494.8303. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, March 9 - ÀDan Goetz 

 Tuesday, March 10 - ÀJoseph and ÀLillian Fee 

 Wednesday, March 11 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Thursday, March 12 - ÀDeceased/Living Members 

of Mary and Steve Lauinger Family 

 Saturday, March 14 - ÀTom Pahl 

 Sunday, March 15 - 9 a.m. - ÀJeffrey Weiss 

  11 a.m. - ÀMass For the People 


