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From the Pastor’s Desk 

A s we are progressing through Lent, I am expecting a great 

surge in the number of confessions any time now. People tend 

to put off receiving the sacrament of Penance until a bit later in 

Lent, which I can understand. Occasionally I will hear people 

mention something they call “Easter duty,” and it sounds to 

me that they think that theyôre required by Church law to go to 

confession during Lent. The term is actually a melding together 

of two of the five precepts of the Church, so I think a thorough 

description of the precepts is in order. Today Iôll concentrate on 

those five precepts, and next week Iôll write more about the 

idea of ñEaster duty.ò 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes the precepts of 

the Church in paragraphs 2041 to 2043. It says they ñare set in 

the context of a moral life bound to and nourished by liturgical 

life. The obligatory character of these positive laws decreed by 

the pastoral authorities is meant to guarantee to the faithful the 

very necessary minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral 

effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor.ò I take this to 

mean that keeping the precepts is the minimum requirement 

for someone to be a practicing Catholic. Here they are, and as 

you read them, please be aware that the italic and bold type is 

my idea, not the Catechismôs. They may be different than the 

ones you remember from the Baltimore Catechism, but these 

are the precepts as described by the authoritative teaching of the 

Catholic Church. 

 

ñThe first precept (óYou shall attend Mass on Sundays and on 

holy days of obligation and rest from servile laborô) requires 

the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection 

of the Lord as well as the principle liturgical feasts honoring the 

mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; 

in the first place, by participating in the Eucharistic celebration, 

in which the Christian community is gathered, and by resting 

from those works and activities which could impede such a 

sanctification of these days. 

 

ñThe second precept (óYou shall confess your sins at least once 

a yearô) ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the reception 

of the sacrament of reconciliation, which continues Baptismôs 

work of conversion and forgiveness.ò Here the Catechism 

directs readers by means of a footnote to the Code of Canon 

Law, where canon 989 is more precise: ñAfter having attained 

the age of discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an 

obligation faithfully to confess serious sins at least once a 

year.ò What, you may ask, makes a sin serious, or mortal?  

ñMortal sin is sin whose object is grave matter and which is 

also committed with full knowledge and deliberate 

consentò (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 1857, 

quoting from the Rite of Penance). And, you may ask, what is 

grave matter? ñGrave matter is specified by the Ten 

Commandments éò (CCC, paragraph 1858). Even within the 

category of grave matter, there are degrees of gravity: murder is 

always graver than theft, the Church teaches, and violence 

against parents is graver than violence against a stranger. 

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

ñThe third precept  (óYou shall receive the sacrament of the 

Eucharist at least during the Easter seasonô) guarantees as a 

minimum the reception of the Lordôs Body and Blood in 

connection with the Paschal feasts, the origin and the center of 

the Christian liturgy. 

 

 ñThe fourth precept (óYou shall observe the days of fasting 

and abstinence established by the Churchô) ensures the times of 

ascesis [self discipline] and penance which prepare us for the 

liturgical feasts and help us acquire mastery over our instincts 

and freedom of heart. 

 

ñThe fifth precept (óYou shall help to provide for the needs of 

the Churchô) means that the faithful are obliged to assist with 

the material needs of the Church, each according to his own 

ability.ò 

 

Those are the five precepts of the Church. Be sure to look for a 

continuation of this article next week, when Iôll write about this 

mysterious thing people call ñEaster duty.ò  

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

 
Fridays, March 20, 27, and April 3 

After the 9 a.m. Mass in the 

Historic Church 

and 7 p.m. in the Main Church 

Holy Week Schedule 

Holy Thursday, April 9 
No 9 a.m. Mass 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper, 7 p.m., Main Church 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
No 9 a.m. Mass 

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion, 7 p.m., 
Main Church 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
No 5 p.m. Mass 

Easter Vigil, 8 p.m., Main Church 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

Main Church 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Penance Service 
Tuesday, March 24, 7 p.m. 

Main Church 
 

Individual Reconciliation 
Wednesday, April 8, 5:30-7 p.m. 

Main Church 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 

651.683.9808 for questions or additional information. 

Monday, March 16: Small Group Only 

Monday, March 23: ñMoving Forwardò 

Adaire Lassonde, SSND 

Office of Separated & Divorced Catholics, 

Catholic Charities 

 

Clean Water for Kids In Guatemala 
Grace Centre of Guatemala is building a water treatment 

plant at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Guatemala 

to provide safe, drinkable water to the community. The 

cost of a cup of coffee in the Alms Basket goes a long 

way to help those who suffer most in Guatemala, 

especially young children. The Donald Lynch Family 

Foundation will match each $1 contributed this Lent. For 

information about Guatemala and a June mission trip, 

please contact Lorilee at 651.494.8303 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC  
SCHOOL AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket,  

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a 

child from Uganda. All children are asked to 

bring in money that they have earned and 

place it in one of the cans marked KIDS' 

CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every classroom. 

Please talk to your child about the importance of helping 

those less fortunateðit will make a difference in their 

lives. Thank you! 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the 

gathering space by the elevator. Each time you perform a 

random act of kindnessðan act you perform because of a 

ñdesire to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the worldòðplease put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

 

Workcampers 

Coupon Cards 
Workcampers will be selling coupon cards in the 

gathering space after Mass through the weekend of April 

5. These cards contain 12 great coupons, which have 

unlimited use for the next year! Coupons include buy one 

get one free blizzard at Dairy Queen (Eagan location), 

free whopper at Burger King (West St. Paul), 5 cents off 

per gallon at any Holiday, and more! Each card costs $20, 

and $10 from each card goes to supporting this summerôs 

Workcamp trip to Philadelphia.  

 

Can Collection 
Aluminum cans can be donated to Workcamp by 

dropping them off in the green can trailer in the parking 

lot. We have an organization that has offered to match our 

funds from the can trailer, so remember your cans are 

worth double! 

 

Donate Printer Cartridges and 
Old Cell Phones 
Did you know you can donate your used, empty printer 

cartridges (inkjet or laser) as well as old cell phones to 

help raise funds for Workcamp? Just drop them off in the 

designated box in the coatroom. For more information, 

please contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 

Kids’ Change for Kids 

Please Join Us! 

The Archdiocesan Office for Marriage, Family and Life 

Invites you to: 

All In Godôs Plan: 
Daughters and Sons for Life 

For Teens 13-16 years old and their parents 

(suggested ages are appropriate) 

Saturday, March 28, 9 am to 12 noon 

St. Josephôs Parish 

1154 Seminole Ave., West St. Paul  
 

For more information or a registration form, call 

651.291.4489. 

On-line forms also available at: 

www.archspm.org/family 

All in God’s Plan: 

Daughters and Sons for Life 

Embracing All Our Children 

St. John Neumannôs support group for families and 

friends of same sex attracted people invites you to their 

monthly support group meeting Thursday, March 26, 

from 7-9 p.m. in their parish library. They listen and share 

stories in a confidential setting of faith and love. If you 

have any questions, contact Phyllis at 952.423.3450. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 3/2-3/8/09 ........................... $19,710 

Actual for the period of 3/2-3/8/09 ........................ $15,818 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $696,980 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $658,822 

Social Justice Thought 

Energy and the Environment 
 

ß Pursue alternative sources of energy: wind, solar, 

electric and bio-fuels from non-food sources. 

ß Encourage responsible stewardship of our natural 

resources by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 

waste. 

 

~Minnesota Catholic Conference 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
The Appeal began four weeks ago. Our goal 

at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. So far, 

$33,185 has been pledged or paid in full by 

the  members  of  our  parish,  so  we  have 

reached 49% of our goal. It will still require 

the commitment of more of our members to 

raise the remaining $34,908, so please let us know your 

response to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon. 

Remember, itôs a really good idea for a parish to show its 

support for our Archbishop! 

 

March is Minnesota FoodShare month! 
We support  the food shelf at Neighbors, 

Inc. Any donations of food or money 

received in March will be matchedðin 

partðby the Minnesota FoodShare and 

the Feinstein Foundation of New Jersey. 

The more food and money received, the more money 

Neighbors will receive. 

 

Dear St. Peterôs Church, 
 

Our sincerest thank you for the your recent donation of 

111 pounds of food items is greatly appreciated. 

  

Many of your neighbors benefited from these gifts from 

your heart. 
 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

Red Cross BloodMobile 
The Red Cross BloodMobile will be coming to St. Peterôs 

on Wednesday, May 6. Watch the bulletin for more 

information. 

Readings for the Week of 

March 15 

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 

1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 16-

18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-

51a (St. Joseph) 

Friday:  Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 

Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 

3:14-21 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends sincere sympathy 

to the families and friends of Terrance 

Ayd, Laverne Davis, and Monica 

Olsen. We pray through faith that they 

are enjoying everlasting life. 

All-Night Vigil 

~sponsored by the World 

Apostolate of Fatima 

The Vigil of Reparation will start at 8 p.m. on Friday, 

April 3, at the Church of St. Peter Main Church and end 

at 4:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 4. Confessions begin at 8 

p.m. Mass of the Sacred Heart will be at 9 p.m. Friday 

night. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed after the 9 p.m. 

Mass. Many devotional prayers are said during the vigil 

including beautiful hymns. Mass of the Blessed Virgin 

will be at 4 a.m.  

 

For more information call Alice Mayers at 651.454.1289. 
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Monday, March 16 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, March 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team, 

   Conference Room I 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, March 19 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, March 20 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:35 am  Stations of the Cross, Historic Church 

 6 pm Lenten Pasta Dinner, Heritage Center 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 21 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 
 

Sunday, March 22—4th Sunday of Lent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School 

 After Masses: 

   Refreshments and Donuts 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Men’s Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

St. Peterôs Parish Bulletin. February 6, 1977 
 Cover 
 Rev. Raymond W. Marschall, Pastor 

 Masses: 
 Sundays: 7:30, 9:00 choir,  

 10:30 a.m. Contemporary and 12:00 Noon. 

 Saturday Evenings: 5:30 p.m. 

 Weekdays: 
 9:00 a.m. Monday through Friday 

 Sacrament of Penance: 
 Saturdays: 4 to 5 p.m. and other times  

 by appointment 

 Baptisms: 
 Call pastor to make arrangements. 

 Weddings: Arrangements must be made at 

 least three months in advance. 

 Sick calls: At any time. 
 

 Religious Education Center 
 ñBecause of the energy crisis, the heat in all rooms 

will be turned down during all the REC classes. 

Please dress warmly.ò 
 

 Library 
 ñThe library is open during the week and on 

Saturday evening before the 5:30 Mass. On 

Sunday after the 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses. 

Librarians on duty are Peg Coonan, Mary Ann 

Sievers and Geri Hoye.ò 

Loaves and Fishes 

At the Dorothy Day Center 
What the Loaves and Fishes Team does: The tasks are 

simple: handing out cups and silverware, serving food 

from the steam table, handing out oranges, pouring milk 

and water. Cooks come earlier in the day to butter bread, 

heat and cook food items.  

 

Time Commitment: The time commitment is about 1.5 

hours every other month for those who assist with 

serving. They report at 4 to 4:15 and are finished by 5:30. 

Cooks generally spend 3 hours every other week and 

report about 3 p.m. The serving day is the first Tuesday of 

every other month. You need not work every month. 

Come only on the times and days that fit your schedule. 

The more times you come, the more fun you have! 

 
Qualifications: You must be at least 16 years old, have a 

good attitude, enjoy helping others, have the ability to 

greet and smile, love to work with a team. Come to enjoy 

and share, leave attitudes at home. Everyone has a story 

and it is not always obvious by what they wear or how 

they look. 

 

If you would like to serve at Loaves and Fishes, please  

contact John or Danielle Plutt at 651.456.9007 (leave 

your name and number and they will call to schedule 

you). 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, March 16 - ÀFr. Mathew Cherucheril 

 Tuesday, March 17 - ÀJacob Ambalam 

 Wednesday, March 18 - Ronnie Olson 

 Thursday, March 19 - ÀCharles Gerner 

 Friday, March 20 - ÀAlfred Zimmerman 

 Saturday, March 21 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, March 22 - 9 a.m. - ÀLarry Ryan 

  11 a.m. - ÀBr. Michael Gaworski 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Saturday Scripture Study 

Join in the experience of opening the ñweekend scripture 

readingsò on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 

welcome to attend. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 


