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PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
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BUSINESS MANAGER: 
Mary Jubenville ..................................................... 651-905-4307 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 
Kathy Raible, Director .......................................... 651-905-4311 

Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ............................. 651-905-4312 

Lisa Olson, Sunday School Coordinator ............... 651-905-4313 

Sue Scherer, Secretary ........................................... 651-905-4318 

Religious Education Information Line .................. 651-905-4314 
 

MUSIC/LITURGY: 

David Dunst, Director of Music ............................ 651-905-4323 

Liturgical Ministers ............................................... 651-905-4310 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 

Lisa Olson ............................................................. 651-905-4313 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 

Amy Seefeld, Receptionist/Secretary .................... 651-452-4550 

Darlene Olson, Communication Coordinator ........ 651-905-4302 
 

MAINTENANCE: 

Brandon Carrier ..................................................... 651-707-2547 

Tom Deshler .......................................................... 651-905-4322 

Steven Olson ......................................................... 651-452-4550 
 

Parish Office: .............................................. 651-452-4550 
Office Hours:................ 9 am-4:30 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax: ....................................................... 651-456-0646 

E-mail: .............................. church@stpetersmendota.org 

 
Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 

651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ............................................. 651-683-0437 

 E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

L ast week I wrote about the precepts of the Church as a 

way of clarifying what a lot of people call ñEaster duty.ò 

For review, this is how the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church describes the precepts of the Church in paragraphs 

2041 to 2043:  

 

ñThe first precept (óYou shall attend Mass on Sundays and 

on holy days of obligation and rest from servile laborô) 

requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the 

Resurrection of the Lord as well as the principle [sic] 

liturgical feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in the first place, by 

participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the 

Christian community is gathered, and by resting from those 

works and activities which could impede such a 

sanctification of these days. 

 

ñThe second precept (óYou shall confess your sins at least 
once a yearô) ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the 

reception of the sacrament of reconciliation, which continues 

Baptismôs work of conversion and forgiveness.ò   

 

ñThe third precept  (óYou shall receive the sacrament of the 
Eucharist at least during the Easter seasonô) guarantees as a 

minimum the reception of the Lordôs Body and Blood in 

connection with the Paschal feasts, the origin and the center 

of the Christian liturgy. 

 
 ñThe fourth precept (óYou shall observe the days of fasting 

and abstinence established by the Churchô) ensures the 

times of ascesis [self discipline] and penance which prepare 

us for the liturgical feasts and help us acquire mastery over 

our instincts and freedom of heart. 

 

ñThe fifth precept (óYou shall help to provide for the needs 

of the Churchô) means that the faithful are obliged to assist 

with the material needs of the Church, each according to his 

own ability.ò 

 

The version I reprinted above, with my own comments from 

last week stripped out, are a direct quotation from the 

Catechism, so this version has replaced any earlier version 

you might have been taught in the past. 

 

From time to time I hear people mention having done their 

ñEaster duty.ò I believe theyôre under the impression that itôs 

a requirement to go to confession right before Easter. But 

remember, the second precept says, ñYou shall confess your 

sins at least once a yearò (although Church law specifies that 

oneôs obligation ñis to confess ñseriousò sins, not necessarily 

venial sinsðI included those details in last Sundayôs 

column). Church law does not specify that Catholics have 

to go to confession during Lent, although this is a good 
 

~cont. in column 2 

idea. Lent is a season very well suited to being sacramentally 

reconciled to God. 

 

The third precept says, ñYou shall receive the sacrament of 

the Eucharist at least during the Easter season.ò The Easter 

season is not Lent, but the fifty days between Easter Sunday 

and Pentecost. So if youôre only going to receive 

Communion once all year, thatôs when it should be: during 

the Easter season. Thatôs what ñEaster dutyò means, I 

assume. As far as I know, that term is not found anywhere in 

current Church writings. I would guess itôs no longer used 

because most people donôt let years go by without receiving 

Communion. But many people do let far too much time pass 

without being reconciled to God in the sacrament of 

penance. So instead of trying to convince people to receive 

Communion during the Season of Easter (ñEaster dutyò), 

priests are trying to convince people to confess their sins 

during the Season of Lent and receive the wonderful gifts of 

Godôs forgiveness and sacramental grace. 

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

 
Fridays, March 27, and April 3 

After the 9 a.m. Mass in the 

Historic Church 

and 7 p.m. in the Main Church 

Holy Week Schedule 

Holy Thursday, April 9 
No 9 a.m. Mass 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper, 7 p.m., Main Church 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
No 9 a.m. Mass 

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion, 7 p.m., 
Main Church 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
No 5 p.m. Mass 

Easter Vigil, 8 p.m., Main Church 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

Main Church 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Penance Service 
Tuesday, March 24, 7 p.m. 

Main Church 
 

Individual Reconciliation 
Wednesday, April 8, 5:30-7 p.m. 

Main Church 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through 

March 30. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket 

Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. Call 

651.683.9808 for questions or additional information. 

Monday, March 23: ñMoving Forwardò 

Adaire Lassonde, SSND 

Office of Separated & Divorced Catholics, 

Catholic Charities 

 

Clean Water for Kids In Guatemala 
Grace Centre of Guatemala is building a water treatment 

plant at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Guatemala 

to provide safe, drinkable water to the community. The 

cost of a cup of coffee in the Alms Basket goes a long 

way to help those who suffer most in Guatemala, 

especially young children. The Donald Lynch Family 

Foundation will match each $1 contributed this Lent. For 

information about Guatemala and a June mission trip, 

please contact Lorilee at 651.494.8303. 

 

Coping with Grief Through Job Loss 
The loss of a job can be a very difficult and painful time 

in someoneôs life. A person goes through many of the 

same reactions to a job loss as someone who has 

experienced a death. It is important to understand the 

grief process and how it can affect oneself, as well as 

others around us. 

 

Tony Del Percio, Grief Counselor from Bradshaw, will 

lead an evening discussion on Tuesday, March 31, from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Lumen Christi Catholic Community, 

2055 Bohland Avenue, St. Paul. He will offer insights 

into the grief process as well as setting up goals and 

finding hope through this difficult time. There will also be 

tables offering additional job search related information. 

 

The parishes of Lumen Christi Catholic Community, St. 

Joseph in West St. Paul, St. Peterôs, Nativity, Holy Spirit, 

and St. Markôs are all offering this together to their 

parishioners as it is a topic that affects us all and is a 

perfect time to come together in unified, Catholic support 

of each other. 

 

There is no cost, so please join us as we discuss this 

timely topic that has certainly touched us all in some way. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a 

child from Uganda. All children are asked to 

bring in money that they have earned and 

place it in one of the cans marked KIDS' 

CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every classroom. 

Please talk to your child about the importance of helping 

those less fortunateðit will make a difference in their 

lives. Thank you! 

 

Workcampers 

Coupon Cards 
Workcampers will be selling coupon cards in the 

gathering space after Mass through the weekend of April 

5. These cards contain 12 great coupons, which have 

unlimited use for the next year! Coupons include buy one 

get one free blizzard at Dairy Queen (Eagan location), 

free whopper at Burger King (West St. Paul), 5 cents off 

per gallon at any Holiday, and more! Each card costs $20, 

and $10 from each card goes to supporting this summerôs 

Workcamp trip to Philadelphia.  

Kids’ Change for Kids 

Archdiocesan Council of 

Catholic Women Convention 

Thursday, May 7 

St. Therese of Deephaven 

18323 Minnetonka Blvd., Wayzata, MN 55391 
 

Registration begins at 8 a.m.; 11 a.m. Mass celebrated by 

Archbishop John Nienstedt; lunch at 12:15, luncheon 

speaker will be John L. Carr, Director for Justice, Peace 

and Human Development of the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Adjournment at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Cost: $25 if registered before April 16; $30 after April 16. 

 

Mail to: ACCW Office, 328 West Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, 

MN 55102. Make checks payable to ACCW Convention. 

 

Convention attendees are asked to bring yarn for the 

Prison Ministry. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 3/9-3/15/09 ......................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 3/9-3/15/09 ........................ $8,739 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $711,730 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $667,561 

Social Justice Thought 

Food and Agriculture 
 

ß Secure a healthful food supply for all Minnesotans. 

ß Support family farms while preserving Minnesotaôs 

soil, water and wildlife. 

 

~The Minnesota Catholic Conference 

is the public policy voice 

of the Catholic Church in Minnesota 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
The Appeal began five weeks ago. Our 

goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. So 

far, $38,725 has been pledged or paid in 

full by the members of our parish, so we 

have reached 57% of our goal. It will still 

require the commitment of more of our 

members to raise the remaining $29,368, 

so please let us know your response to the 

Archbishopôs appeal very soon.  

 

March is Minnesota FoodShare month! 
We support  the food shelf at Neighbors, 

Inc. Any donations of food or money 

received in March will be matchedðin 

partðby the Minnesota FoodShare and 

the Feinstein Foundation of New Jersey. 

The more food and money received, the more money 

Neighbors will receive. 
Readings for the Week of 

March 22 

Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 

3:14-21 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

(Annunciation) 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Men’s Club Meeting 

There will be a Menôs Club Meeting Thursday, March 26, 

at 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

They will be installing more blinds in the lower level 

classrooms and can never have too many cordless drills 

for the night. Refreshments will be served afterwards. 

All-Night Vigil 

~sponsored by the World 

Apostolate of Fatima 

The Vigil of Reparation will start at 8 p.m. on Friday, 

April 3, at the Church of St. Peter Main Church and end 

at 4:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 4. Confessions begin at 8 

p.m. Mass of the Sacred Heart will be at 9 p.m. Friday 

night. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed after the 9 p.m. 

Mass. Many devotional prayers are said during the vigil 

including beautiful hymns. Mass of the Blessed Virgin 

will be at 4 a.m.  

 

For more information call Alice Mayers at 651.454.1289. 

Health Care for America Now! 

As many of you may be aware, health care reform may be 

happening in the next several months. 

 

ISAIAH has been part of a coalition of groups called 

Health Care for America Now, working for quality, 

affordable health care we can all count on. ISAIAH 

supports coverage you can afford, comprehensive benefits 

you can count on, a choice of public or private health 

insurance plan and access to quality care. This weekend 

there are post cards in the Gathering Space you are 

invited to sign in support of quality health care reform. 
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Monday, March 23 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 24 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 11 am-2 pm 

  Mobile Meals 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Baptismal Prep Class, 

  Conference Room I 

 7 pm Parish Penance Service, Main Church 
 

Wednesday, March 25 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, March 26 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Menôs Club Meeting, Lower Level 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, March 27 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:35 am  Stations of the Cross, Historic Church 

   Daily Mass Birthday Celebration 

   After Stations of the Cross 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 28 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   SPCCW Plant Sale 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 
 

Sunday, March 29ð5th Sunday of Lent 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 10:15 am Rosary, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School 

 After Masses: 

   SPCCW Plant Sale 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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History Corner 

In 1700, Pierre Charles LeSeuer explored the present 

Dakota County. He had built a fort on Prairie Island 

(between Hastings and Red Wing) and explored the 

surrounding area apparently searching for copper ore. 

LeSeuer was the last official French explorer of this 

region. Thereafter the French confined their investigation 

further north. By the treaty between Great Britain and 

France in 1763 all the territory within the limits of 

Wisconsin and Minnesota, east of the Mississippi was 

ceded to Great Britain. Jonathan Carver, a Connecticut 

native, explored this area for the British in 1766. He 

described in some detail the St. Pierre River, so named by 

the voyageurs and used indiscriminately for the river, the 

future fort and the trading post that was built here later. In 

1852 it was named the Minnesota River, which was what 

the Indians had called it. It seems probable from this time 

also that lone traders and trappers visited this area, stayed 

for a time and moved on again. The first major 

breakthrough toward permanent settlement, however, 

took place in 1805 when Zebulon M. Pike came here to 

negotiate a treaty with the Indians for acquiring land to 

established military posts. A tract of land nine miles 

square was acquiredðnow the townships of Mendota and 

Eagan. 

 ~A History of St. Peterôs Church 

Mendota, Minnesota 

Sharing and Caring Hands 
What the Sharing and Caring Team volunteers do: 

Volunteers prepare and serve lunch for approximately 250 

people at Sharing and Caring Hands in Minneapolis. This 

organization was founded by Mary Jo Copeland to serve 

those whose basic needs are not being met, and to do it 

with dignity and love.  
 

Time Commitment: Approximately 3½ to 4 hours the 

second Wednesday of every other month. The volunteers 

meet after the 9 am Mass and carpool.  

 
Qualifications: Volunteers should have the ability to be 

on their feet for a long period of time. The minimum age 

of volunteers is 12 years old. 
 

If you would like more information or would like to be a 

volunteer at Sharing and Caring Hands, please contact 

Elizabeth G. Baker at 651.686.6379. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, March 23 - Erickson/Mason 

 Family Members 

 Tuesday, March 24 - ÀDon Letendre 

 Friday, March 27 - Stephen Lauinger 

 Saturday, March 28 - ÀWilliam Patrick Timmons 

 Sunday, March 22 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 

  11 a.m. - ÀMable and ÀHarold Guthrie 

Please Join Us! 

The Archdiocesan Office for Marriage, Family and Life 

Invites you to: 

All In Godôs Plan: 
Daughters and Sons for Life 

For Teens 13-16 years old and their parents 

(suggested ages are appropriate) 

Saturday, March 28, 9 am to 12 noon 

St. Josephôs Parish 

1154 Seminole Ave., West St. Paul  
 

For more information or a registration form, call 

651.291.4489. 

On-line forms also available at: 

www.archspm.org/family 

All in God’s Plan: 

Daughters and Sons for Life 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

S.O.S. (Singles Over Sixty) 

The Singles Over Sixty group will be having dinner at 

Applebeeôs in West St. Paul on Wednesday, April 15, at 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Reservations are required. Please call Rita at 

651.455.2952 by Thursday, April 9. 


