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From the Pastorõs Desk 

N  ext week is Palm Sunday, officially named ñPalm 
Sunday of the Lordôs Passion.ò Itôs so named in the Churchôs 

books because two Gospel readings are proclaimed: the one 

about Jesusô entrance into Jerusalem (read at the beginning of 

Mass), and the much longer account of Jesusô Passion (which I 

will read straight through this year, for something different). Iôd 

like to communicate a few things about the Masses on this 

important occasion. At the 5:00 and 11:00 Masses, the people 

will go right into the church as usual, and the blessing of palms 

will happen as all of you turn and face the back of church. But 

at the 9:00 Mass on Sunday, April 5, we will have the blessing 

of palms in the gathering space and will move into the church 

in procession. So for the full effect, come to the 9:00 Mass, and 

come prepared to remain out in the gathering space (unless 

health reasons would lead you to go right to the pews). At all 

Masses, since we will be standing for a long time during the 

Passion reading, you should feel free to sit down to rest for a 

while if you get too tired to continue standing, and then when 

you feel better you can stand up again. One last point is that 

when Good Friday comes, the Passion will be read in different 

parts. On Palm Sunday, though, youôll be able to hear it 

proclaimed straight through. 

 

Now for some really profound thoughts, I would like to give 

you the following quotation from one of the documents of the 

Second Vatican Council. This is from Gaudium et Spes, the 

Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (part of 

paragraph 10). It might prove to be valuable Lenten reading! 

 

The truth is that the imbalances under which the modern world 

labors are linked with that more basic imbalance which is 

rooted in the heart of man. For in man himself many elements 

wrestle with one another. Thus, on the one hand, as a creature 

he experiences his limitations in a multitude of ways; on the 

other he feels himself to be boundless in his desires and 

summoned to a higher life. Pulled by manifold attractions he is 

constantly forced to choose among them and renounce some. 

Indeed, as a weak and sinful being, he often does what he 

would not, and fails to do what he would. Hence he suffers from 

internal divisions, and from these flow so many and such great 

discords in societyé 

 

Nevertheless, in the face of the modern development of the 

world, the number constantly swells of the people who raise the 

most basic questions of recognize them with a new sharpness: 

what is man? What is this sense of sorrow, of evil, of death, 

which continues to exist despite so much progress? What 

purpose have these victories purchased at so high a cost? What 

can man offer to society, what can he expect from it? What 

follows this earthly life? 

 

The Church firmly believes that Christ, who died and was 

raised up for all, can through His Spirit offer man the light and 

the strength to measure up to his supreme destiny.é She 

likewise holds that in her most benign Lord and Master can be  

 

~cont. in column 2 

found the key, the focal point and the goal of man, as well as of 

all human history. The Church also maintains that beneath all 

changes there are many realities which do not change and 

which have their ultimate foundation in Christ, Who is the same 

yesterday and today, yes and foreveré 

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Holy Week Schedule 

Wednesday, April 8  
Individual Reconciliation 

5:30-7 p.m. 
Main Church 

 
Holy Thursday, April 9 

No 9 a.m. Mass 
Mass of the Lordôs Supper, 7 p.m., Main Church 

 

Good Friday, April 10 
No 9 a.m. Mass 

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion, 7 p.m., 
Main Church 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
No 5 p.m. Mass 

Easter Vigil, 8 p.m., Main Church 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

Main Church 
 

Monday, April 13 
The parish office is closed. 

Applications are now being accepted for three Parish 

Pastoral Council (PPC) positions that will be filled 

through a discernment ritual at Mass in May. The three 

new members will each serve three-year terms.  

 

If you or someone you know may be interested in being a 

member of the PPC, please pick up a packet of 

information on the Information Counter in the Gathering 

Space, or talk to one of the Search Committee members: 

Mary Partington, Jim Hoey or Helen Wilkie. The 

application deadline is Friday, April 24, 2009. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Vacancies 



Social Justice Thought 

Health Care 
 

ß Ensure health care access for all Minnesotans, 

beginning with the most vulnerable: children. 

 

~The Minnesota Catholic Conference 

is the public policy voice 

of the Catholic Church in Minnesota 
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Pastoral Ministry 

You Can't Change the World... 
But try One small part of it. If you could provide safe 

drinking water for children who attend Our Lady of the 

Rosary Parish in Guatemala, would you? The Lenten 

Alms Basket near the foot of the Cross can help make that 

happen! Each Lenten contribution for the water 

treatment plant in Guatemala will be matched by the 

Lynch Family Foundation. A dollar may not seem like a 

lot to you, but it does to those with so little. Parishioners 

are making a mission trip to Our Lady of the Rosary 

Parish in San Pedro this June. For more information or to 

join the Guatemala Outreach Committee, contact 

651.494.8303. 

 

Coping with Grief Through Job Loss 
The loss of a job can be a very difficult and painful time 

in someoneôs life. A person goes through many of the 

same reactions to a job loss as someone who has 

experienced a death. It is important to understand the 

grief process and how it can affect oneself, as well as 

others around us. 

 

Tony Del Percio, Grief Counselor from Bradshaw, will 

lead an evening discussion on Tuesday, March 31, from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Lumen Christi Catholic Community, 

2055 Bohland Avenue, St. Paul. He will offer insights 

into the grief process as well as setting up goals and 

finding hope through this difficult time. There will also be 

tables offering additional job search related information. 

 

The parishes of Lumen Christi Catholic Community, St. 

Joseph in West St. Paul, St. Peterôs, Nativity, Holy Spirit, 

and St. Markôs are all offering this together to their 

parishioners as it is a topic that affects us all and is a 

perfect time to come together in unified, Catholic support 

of each other. 

 

There is no cost, so please join us as we discuss this 

timely topic that has certainly touched us all in some way. 

 

Blood Pressure Readings 
Blood pressure readings will be offered in the Family 

Room on April 4 and 5 after all Masses.  

Workcampers 

Coupon Cards 
How would you like to save 5 cents a gallon on gas 

every time you fill up for the next year? How about 

buy one, get one free blizzard at Dairy Queen? These 

are just 2 of the coupons available on the new Workcamp 

Coupon Card. 

 

Workcampers will be selling the coupon cards in the 

Gathering Space after Mass on upcoming weekends.  

These cards contain 12 great coupons, which have 

unlimited use for the next year! Other coupons include 

free whopper at Burger King (West St. Paul), discount oil 

change at Tires Plus, free roast beef sandwich at Arbyôs 

and more! Each card costs $20, and $10 from each card 

goes to supporting this summerôs Workcamp trip to 

Philadelphia. Please call Ed Overell at 651.905.4312 with 

any questions or to purchase a card during the week. 

Archdiocesan Council of 

Catholic Women Convention 

Thursday, May 7 

St. Therese of Deephaven 

18323 Minnetonka Blvd., Wayzata, MN 55391 
 

Registration begins at 8 a.m.; 11 a.m. Mass celebrated by 

Archbishop John Nienstedt; lunch at 12:15, luncheon 

speaker will be John L. Carr, Director for Justice, Peace 

and Human Development of the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Adjournment at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Cost: $25 if registered before April 16; $30 after April 16. 

 

Mail to: ACCW Office, 328 West Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, 

MN 55102. Make checks payable to ACCW Convention. 

 

Convention attendees are asked to bring yarn for the 

Prison Ministry. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

St. Peterôs annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner is 

scheduled for Thursday, May 14, starting at 

6:30 p.m. in Heritage Center. Please 

remember to mark your calendars, and watch 

for more information in the bulletin. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Contribution information was not available when the 

bulletin was printed.  

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
The Appeal began six weeks ago. Our goal 

at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. So far, 

$41,830 has been pledged or paid in full 

by the members of our parish, so we have 

reached 61% of our goal. We are doing 

very well! We only need a bit more effort 

to raise the remaining $26,263, so please 

let  us  know  your  response  to  the 

Archbishopôs appeal very soon.  

 

March is Minnesota FoodShare month! 
We support  the food shelf at Neighbors, 

Inc. Any donations of food or money 

received in March will be matchedðin 

partðby the Minnesota FoodShare and 

the Feinstein Foundation of New Jersey. 

The more food and money received, the more money 

Neighbors will receive. 

 

Our sincerest thank you for your recent 

donation(s) during March of 514 pounds 

of food items is greatly appreciated. 

  

Many of your neighbors benefited from 

these gifts from your heart. 

  

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Readings for the Week of 

March 29 

Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 

13:41c-62/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59 

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 /Is 50:4-7/

Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1---15:47 or 15:1-

39 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

All-Night Vigil 

~sponsored by the World 

Apostolate of Fatima 

The Vigil of Reparation will start at 8 p.m. on Friday, 

April 3, at the Church of St. Peter Main Church and end 

at 4:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 4. Confessions begin at 8 

p.m. Mass of the Sacred Heart will be at 9 p.m. Friday 

night. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed after the 9 p.m. 

Mass. Many devotional prayers are said during the vigil 

including beautiful hymns. Mass of the Blessed Virgin 

will be at 4 a.m.  

 

For more information call Alice Mayers at 651.454.1289. 

Wedding Banns 

First Proclamation 
Tim Bodner and Erin OôNeill 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 

sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Liam Oliver Dugganð

grandson of Ultan and Terry Duggan. May God comfort 

them with the knowledge that the child for whom they 

grieve is entrusted to his loving care. 

Easter Bulletin Deadline 

If you have an article to be published in the Easter (April 

12) parish bulletin, please have your article in by 

Thursday, April 2, 10 a.m. If you have any questions, 

contact Darlene at 651.905.4302 or email 

dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  



Church of St. Peter page 5a Church of St. Peter page 5b 

Monday, March 30 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 31 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 7 pm Finance Team, Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, April 1 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 4:30 & 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 

 7 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, April 2  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, April 3  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:35 am  Stations of the Cross, Historic Church 

 7 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 

 8 pm World Apostolate of Fatima Vigil, 

   Main Church, Heritage Center 
 

Saturday, April 4 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Blood Pressure Screening 

   New Parishioner Registration 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

   SPCCW Plant Sale 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 
 

Sunday, April 5ðPalm Sunday of the Lordôs Passion 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 10 am Uganda Mission Team, Heritage Center 

 9 am Sunday School 

 After Masses: 

   Blood Pressure Screening 

   New Parishioner Registration 

   Refreshments and Donuts 

   SPCCW Plant Sale 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of 

Columbus will be hosting an Easter Egg 

Hunt at St. Peter Saturday, April 11, at 

12 noon. This event will be held either 

indoors or outside depending on the 

weather. Please arrive with your family, 

in the churchôs gathering space between 

11:30 a.m. and 12 noon. Come enjoy a fun and 

exciting way to celebrate Easter with your childrenð

brought to you by your local Knights of Columbus. 

  

Please call Chuck Stanek if you have any questions  

at 651.276.7231. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Lilies 

We will need your help to deliver Easter 
lilies to our parishioners who are 
homebound, in nursing homes, or who 
have lost a spouse or child since 
Christmas. Please consider delivering to 
at least one person. Plants will be available for pick 
up next weekend on tables in the gathering space 
corridor. Thanks for helping to share the joy of 
Easter! 

New Parishioner 

Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses next 

weekend in the gathering space, or by appointment. 

For an appointment call Lisa Olson at 651.905.4313, 

or click on the ñJoin Usò link on our website at 

www.stpetersmendota.org. 
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History Corner 

In the beginning, water probably covered this area. The 

waters went. The glaciers came. The glaciers went. The 

human beings came. In the Middle Ages, the Sioux 

Indians lived here. 

 

Significant dates in history: 

 1680 In April the first white man came to this 

areaða Franciscan priest, Father Louis 

Hennepin. He had been captured by the Sioux 

Indians and taken on a tour of the territory to 

Saint Anthony Falls. After three months, 

Father Hennepin was rescued by an explorer 

named Du Luth. 

 1689 The Mendota area was claimed by France. 

Other white men began to come to this areað

missionaries, explorers, soldiers, trappers, 

traders. 

 1762 Mendota area was ceded to Spain. 

 1803 Mendota area was ceded to United States by 

Napoleon Bonaparte (who had just obtained it 

from Spain). The first white man settled here 

permanentlyðJean Baptiste Faribault. He 

built a trading post. 

 1819 A camp for soldiers (New Hope Camp) was 

established where the two rivers (Mississippi 

and St. Peter) meet. A severe winter killed 

many soldiers, and in 1820 the camp was 

moved across the river and up the hill. The 

name was changed to Camp Coldwater, then 

to Fort St. Anthony, then to Fort Snelling. 
 

~cont. next week 

ISAIAH Core Team  
What they do: ISAIAH is a collection of congregations, 

including St. Peterôs, who have committed themselves to 

each other in order to build power for a worldview that 

prioritizes racial and economic justice. These people of 

faith strive to act powerfully in the world, with a stirring 

vision of a vital faith community that has the courage to 

declare, commit and act upon a set of values. Those 

values will transform the dominant culture of despair, 

scarcity and fear, replacing it with a vision of community, 

hope and Godôs abundance for all people. Core team 

members work together to plan and implement the goals 

for this element of Catholic social teaching in our parish 

and the community around us. 

 

Time Commitment: Varies by individual. Includes 

monthly attendance at evening regional meetings that are 

held the fourth Thursday of every month. Participation in 

other opportunities can vary according to the memberôs 

availability. 

 

Qualifications: Anyone interested in working for a more 

just and equitable society as our Catholic faith teaches us 

to do. You must have transportation to attend meetings 

throughout the southeast suburbs and St. Paul. 
 

Benefits: This is a terrific way to meet likeminded 

Christian people and to bring our world closer to that 

which God intended. 

 

If you would like more information or would like to join 

the ISAIAH Core Team, please call Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304, email lamos@stpetersmendota.org or 

contact the parish office at 651.452.4550. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, March 30 - ÀDolores Countryman 

 Wednesday, April 1 - ÀLucille and ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Thursday, April 2 - ÀRobert and ÀGertrude Fee 

 Friday, April 3 - For the Sick in the Parish 

 Saturday, April 4 - Mass For the People 

Orders are being taken in the 

Gathering Space for St. Peterôs 

Council of Catholic Women Spring 

Plant Sale March 28-29, and April 4 

and 5. Plant delivery will be May 3 

and 4. GERTEN PLANT CARDS 

for $25 will be sold as well. This will 

make it possible for you to pick out your choice of plants/

colors at Gertenôs and still support the St. Peterôs Council 

of Catholic Women projects. They can be used for nearly 

everything at the Greenhouse including shrubs. 

St. Peterõs Council  

of Catholic Women 

Spring Plant Sale 

New Parish Directory 

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included in this 

directory. It will include last name, head of household and 

spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  


