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From the Pastorõs Desk 

W e have come to Palm Sunday of the Lordôs Passion, the 
beginning of Holy Week, the second-most-holy week of the 

year (the holiest is Easter Week, in which every day is a 

solemnity). But Holy Week is without a doubt the most solemn 

week of the year. The color of the vestments gives some insight 

into what we will be commemorating. On Palm Sunday, as you 

have experienced, the Mass begins with great joy as we 

commemorate the triumphal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem 

with our procession of palms or with the simple blessing, but 

soon it becomes very somber as the Passion is proclaimed. The 

red vestments that are worn at the Masses of Palm Sunday help 

us to remember the blood of Christ that was shed in his Passion. 

 

The usual violet vestments of Lent are worn on Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week. The readings of these 

three days take on a special character, since they are the last 

days that we could call ñnormalò Lenten days. On these three 

days, the first readings are taken from Isaiah 42, Isaiah 49, and 

Isaiah 50ðthe First, Second, and Third Songs of the Suffering 

Servant. (The Fourth, from Isaiah 52, will be read on Good 

Friday.) The Gospel readings are the account of the feast at 

which Mary, the sister of Lazarus, anoints Jesus with costly 

perfume; and two accounts of Jesus speaking to Judas his 

betrayer at the Last Supper. 

  

The Paschal Triduum begins at sundown on Holy Thursday. 

ñTriduumò means ñthe three days,ò and these three days are the 

72 hours that include the evening of Holy Thursday, all of 

Good Friday and Holy Saturday, and the daytime of Easter 

Sunday. Thatôs sunset on Thursday, April 9, until sunset on 

Sunday, April 12. White vestments are worn at the Evening 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper on Holy Thursday, commemorating 

Jesusô institution of the Eucharist and the beginning of the 

priesthood. Thatôs the Mass at which peopleôs feet are washed 

to remind us of Christôs mandate of charityðhis command to 

love. At the end of that liturgy, the Blessed Sacrament will be 

transferred from the altar of the Main Church to the tabernacle 

at the Altar of Repose in the Historic Church. Everyone in the 

congregation who wishes to will join in the procession behind 

the Eucharist as we walk to the Historic Church, and then you 

are invited to remain in prayer until 11:00 at night, with the 

encouraging presence of members of the Knights of Columbus, 

who will be keeping watch. (We will not return to the Main 

Church for an additional reading this year.) 

 

Red Mass vestments (a chasuble, as itôs called) are worn at the 

Lordôs Passion on Good Friday, the only day of the year on 

which Mass cannot be celebrated. Just as on Palm Sunday, red 

is worn to remind us of Christôs blood, shed for us on the Cross. 

We will venerate the Cross at that liturgy, after reading the 

Passion in parts that will include a part for the congregation. 

 

At the Easter Vigil (by far the most important Mass of the year) 

and on Easter Sunday, white vestments are worn as we 

commemorate the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. I ask 

for your prayers on behalf of the two candidates who will make 

~cont. in column 2 

a profession of faith and be received into the full communion of 

the Catholic Church, confirmed, and given Holy Communion at 

the Easter Vigil. The congregation will hold candles lighted 

from the new Paschal candle. The readings will trace the whole 

sweep of the history of our salvation. I hope you will come, 

especially if you have not attended before. It will be beautiful! 

 

The Masses of the Octave of Easter (Easter Week) are marked 

by more festivity and joy than during the rest of the fifty days 

of Easter, but the same white vestments will be worn 

throughout the season. Perhaps you will come to morning Mass 

on one of the weekdays of the Octave (April 13-17) as a way of 

acknowledging that Easter only begins on April 12. 

 

As we prepare for these great celebrations, I will leave you with 

the text of the preface that begins the Eucharistic prayer during 

Holy Week. The preface of the Mass always ends with the 

Sanctus, the angelsô song that we join every time the Mass is 

celebrated: 

ñFather, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well 

always and everywhere to give you thanks through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. The days of his life-giving death and 

glorious resurrection are approaching. This is the hour 

when he triumphed over Satanôs pride, the time when 

we celebrate the great event of our redemption. Through 

Christ the angels of heaven offer their prayer of adoration 

as they rejoice in your presence forever. May our voices 

be one with theirs in their triumphant hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.ò 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Holy Week Schedule  

Wednesday, April 8  
Individual Reconciliation  
5:30-7 p.m., Main Church 

 

Holy Thursday, April 9  
No 9 a.m. Mass  

Mass of the Lordôs Supper, 7 p.m., Main Church 
 

Good Friday, April 10  
No 9 a.m. Mass  

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion, 7 p.m., 
Main Church 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11  
No 5 p.m. Mass  

Easter Vigil, 8 p.m., Main Church 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12  
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

Main Church 
 

Monday, April 13  
The parish office is closed. 
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Pastoral Ministry  

An Interdenominational Coalition  

of South Suburban Churches  

presents the first in a five -week series:  
Growing Through Loss  

Tim Nelson 

Certified Grief Recovery Facilitator 

and Co-Owner of a Place to Remember 

Mr. Nelson will speak on  
ñLooking Backward in Order to 

See Forward More Clearlyò 

Tuesday, April 16 

Mary, Mother of the Church, 3333 Cliff Road, Burnsville 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 
 

For More information call 952.890.0045. This program is 

offered to any adult experiencing a loss or major crisis 

and to Pastoral Ministers; i.e., BeFrienders, Stephen 

Ministers and Samaritan Ministers. 
 

Brochures are available at the Information Center in the 

Gathering Space. 

 

You Can't Change the World...  

But try One small part of it. If you could provide safe 

drinking water for children who attend Our Lady of the 

Rosary Parish in Guatemala, would you? The Lenten 

Alms Basket near the foot of the Cross can help make that 

happen! Each Lenten contribution for the water 

treatment plant in Guatemala will be matched by the 

Lynch Family Foundation. A dollar may not seem like a 

lot to you, but it does to those with so little. Parishioners 

are making a mission trip to Our Lady of the Rosary 

Parish in San Pedro this June. For more information or to 

join the Guatemala Outreach Committee, contact 

651.494.8303. 

Religious Education/  

Faith Formation  

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of 

Columbus will be hosting an Easter Egg 

Hunt at St. Peter Saturday, April 11, at 12 

noon. This event will be held either 

indoors or outside depending on the 

weather. Please arrive with your family, in 

the churchôs gathering space between 

11:30 a.m. and 12 noon. Come enjoy a fun and exciting 

way to celebrate Easter with your childrenðbrought to 

you by your local Knights of Columbus. 

  

If you have any questions, please call Chuck Stanek at 

651.276.7231. 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Liturgy of the Word for Children  
Due to Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, and First 

Communion weekends, there will be no Childrenôs 

Liturgy of the Word for all of April. We will resume on 

May 3. 
 

Elementary and Middle School  
Religious Education Programs  
Please note that we do not have classes for Grades 1-8 on 

Wednesday, April 8, due to many of the schools being 

on spring break. Classes will resume on April 15. 

Easter Corsage Sale 

 
 
 
 
 

Before and after all Masses April 11 and 12 
 

~all proceeds benefit Week of Hope 
(our service mission trip 
for junior high students) 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Vacancies  

Applications are now being accepted for three Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) positions that will be filled 
through a discernment ritual at Mass in May. The three 
new members will each serve three-year terms.  
 
If you or someone you know may be interested in being a 
member of the PPC, please pick up a packet of 
information on the Information Counter in the Gathering 
Space, or talk to one of the Search Committee members: 
Mary Partington, Jim Hoey or Helen Wilkie. The 
application deadline is Friday, April 24, 2009. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving  

Weekly Contribution Summary  
Budget for the period 3/16-3/22/09 ....................... $26,410 

Actual for the period of 3/16-3/22/09 .................... $20,530 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $738,140 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $688,091 

 

Budget for the period 3/23-3/29/09 ....................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 3/23-3/29/09 .................... $12,260 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $752,890 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $700,351 

Social Justice Thought  

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal  
The Appeal began seven weeks ago. Our goal 
at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. So far, 
$48,975 has been pledged or paid in full by 
the  members  of  our  parish,  so  we  have 
reached 72% of our goal. We are doing very 
well!  We  only  need  a  bit  more  effort  to  raise  the 
remaining $19,118, so please let us know your response 
to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon.  
 
Good Friday Collection  
On Good Friday, April 10, our parish will take up the 
annual Good Friday collection for the Holy Land. Your 
financial  contribution helps  to support  the  struggling 
Christian community and to protect Christianityôs holiest 
places. Please be generous! 

Readings for the  

Week of April 5  

Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 

13:41c-62/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59 

Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday:  Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 /Is 50:4-7/

Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1---15:47 or 15:1-

39 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Wedding Banns  

Second Proclamation  
Tim Bodner and Erin OôNeill 

Liturgical Ministers  

The June 1 through September 30, 2009, schedules will 

be available and distributed by May 10, 2009. If you have 

not yet indicated your availability for these months, or no 

longer are interested in serving in this ministry, please 

contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail box  at 

651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Thursday, 

April 30, 2009. Thanks! 

St. Peterõs Council  

of Catholic Women  

Spring Plant Sale  

Orders are being taken in the Gathering 

Space for St. Peterôs Council of Catholic 

Women Spring Plant Sale April 4 and 5. 

Plant delivery will be May 3 and 4. 

GERTEN PLANT CARDS for $25 will be 

sold as well. This will make it possible for you to pick out 

your choice of plants/colors at Gertenôs and still support 

the St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women projects. Gift 

cards can be used for nearly everything at the Greenhouse 

including shrubs. 

Housing  
 

ß Create affordable housing options for all 

Minnesotans. 

ß Equip the homes of low income individuals and 

families with renewable and sustainable energy 

sources, thereby reducing utility costs. 

 

~The Minnesota Catholic Conference 

is the public policy voice 

of the Catholic Church in Minnesota 

Council of Catholic Women  

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, April 8, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room I. 

All women of the parish are invited to attend. 
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Monday, April 6  

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, April 7 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, April 8 

Sharing and Caring Hands 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 1:30 pm SPCCW Meeting, Conference Room I 

 5:30 pm Individual Reconciliation, Main Church  

 7:30 pm Community Caring for Life Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, April 9ðHoly Thursday 

No 9 am Mass 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Mass of the Lordôs Supper, 

   Main Church  
 

Friday, April 10ðGood Friday 

NO 9 am Mass 

 7 pm Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion, 

   Main Church  
 

Saturday, April 11ðHoly Saturday 

NO 5 pm Mass 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 7:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 8 pm Easter Vigil, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Pizza and Bingo Sign Up 

   Week of Hope Corsage Sale 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 
 

Sunday, April 12ðEaster 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

   Pizza and Bingo Sign Up 

   Week of Hope Corsage Sale 

   Workcamp Coupon Sale 

The Next Week  

Parish Pastoral Council  

Tom OôNeill, Chair ........................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .................................. 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary ....................... 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier .............................................. 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ......................................... 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann.......................................... 651.681.1678 

James Hoey..................................................... 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady ...................................................... 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington .............................................. 651.457.5164 

Trustees:  

Jim Oricchio ................................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie................................................... 651.365.1334 

PASTOR: 

Fr. Joseph Gallatin ....................................... 651-452-4550 

 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE : 

Lisa Amos.................................................... 651-905-4304 

 

BUSINESS MANAGER:  

Mary Jubenville ........................................... 651-905-4307 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION:  

Kathy Raible, Director ................................. 651-905-4311 

Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ................... 651-905-4312 

Lisa Olson, Sunday School Coordinator ..... 651-905-4313 

Sue Scherer, Secretary ................................. 651-905-4318 

Religious Education Information Line ........ 651-905-4314 

 

MUSIC/LITURGY:  

David Dunst, Director of Music .................. 651-905-4323 

Liturgical Ministers ..................................... 651-905-4310 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR:  

Lisa Olson.................................................... 651-905-4313 
 

OFFICE STAFF:  

Amy Rybarczyk, Receptionist/Secretary 

  .......................... 651-452-4550 

Darlene Olson, Communication Coordinator 

  .......................... 651-905-4302 

MAINTENANCE:  

Brandon Carrier ........................................... 651-707-2547 

Tom Deshler ................................................ 651-905-4322 

Steven Olson................................................ 651-452-4550 

 

Parish Office:  ........................................ 651-452-4550 

Office Hours:  ..... 9 am-4:30 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax:  ........................................................ 651-456-0646 

E-mail:  ............................. church@stpetersmendota.org 

 
Parish School: Faithful Shepherd  
651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
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History Corner  

~cont. from March 29, 2009, bulletin 

Significant dates in history: 

 1822 Many settlers began to arrive from the eastern 

states, from French Canada, from the Red 

River Valley. The community began to grow 

as the soldiers offered protection from the 

Indians. 

 1823 The first steamboat arrived here on May 10. 

 1826 Jean Baptiste Faribault was flooded out on 

the river bottoms. He moved to higher ground 

on the south shore of the river  and built a 

house, the Faribault House. It still stands at 

the food of the steps going down the hill from 

St. Peterôs Church. 

 1834 Mendota area became a part of the state of 

Michigan. Henry Sibley (a representative of 

the American Fur Company) constructed a 

house, the Sibley House. It stands near the 

Faribault House. Many smaller houses and 

huts were constructed. 

 1836 Mendota area became a part of the state of 

Wisconsin. 

 1837 The name of the community was changed 

from Saint Peter to Mendota (ña meeting of 

the watersò). The St. Peter River was 

renamed the Minnesota River. 

 1838 A few cabins were constructed at a down-

river settlement named ñPigôs Eye.ò 
 

 

~cont. next week 

Religious Education Teachers  
What Religious Education Teachers do: Teachers have 

lessons provided to them and have support from the 

coordinators to teach the Catholic faith by catechesis and 

example. They may have a co-teacher work with them. 

 

Time Commitment: Classes run from late September 

or early October through late April or early May. Sunday 

School classes are on Sunday mornings during the 9 a.m. 

Mass. Grades 1-5 meet on Wednesdays from 4:30-5:30 or 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Grades 6-8 meet on Wednesdays from 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

Qualifications: Volunteers will have the ability to 

interact with students in a respectful, nurturing, age-

appropriate manner. They will feel comfortable sharing 

their faith, praying with the students, and teaching the 

provided curriculum. Teachers must pass a background 

check and attend a 3-hour VIRTUS training, an 

Archdiocesan mandated program. 

 

Benefits:  The students receive the obvious benefit of the 

teacherôs time and the faith shared and taught. Teachers 

benefit as well from the experience of sharing their faith 

and spending time with the young people of our parish. 

An added benefit is that the tuition for teachersô children 

is waived! 

 

Planning is underway for the 2009-2010 school year! If 

you are interested in signing up or would like more 

information, please contact one the Religious 

Education staff. 

Kathy Raible: Grades 1-5: 651.905.4311 

kraible@stpetersmendota.org; Ed Overell: Grades 6-8: 

651.905.4312, eoverell@stpetersmendota.org; Lisa 

Olson: Ages 3½ through Kindergarten: 651.905.4313, 

lolson@stpetersmendota.org; Sue Scherer: Religious 

E d u c a t i o n  S e c r e t a r y :  6 5 1 . 9 0 5 . 4 3 1 8 , 

sscherer@stpetersmendota.org. 

Ministry Spotlight  

Mass Intentions  

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, April 6 - ÀJanet Kaysen 

 Tuesday, April 7 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, April 8 - ÀAlice Boelter 

 Thursday, April 9 - Mass For the People 

 Saturday, April 11 - Candidates for Christian Initiation 

 Sunday, April 12 -  9 a.m. - ÀWilliam Haggerty 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

New Parish Directory  

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included in this 

directory. It will include last name, head of household and 

spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

Pancake Breakfast  

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus is 

sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast at Applebeeôs 

in Eagan Town Centre on Saturday, April 18. 

Menu is sausage, eggs, and all the pancakes you 

can eat, plus coffee, juice or pop. Cost is $5 per 

person. Because of Holy Week and Easter there 

will not be any presale of tickets, but for more 

information call Art at 651.452.6779. 


