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From the Pastorõs Desk 

T oday is the Second Sunday of Easter, now also named 

Divine Mercy Sunday. I am reprinting some excerpts of the 
homily of Pope John Paul II at the 2000 canonization of St. 

Mary Faustina Kowalska; it was she who promoted the 

devotion to the Divine Mercy. The Holy Fatherôs words will 
help shed light on this day, which we will be marking with 

prayers from 1:30 until 3:45 this afternoon. Please join us! 

 

ñGive thanks to the Lord for he is good; his steadfast love 

endures forever.ò (Ps 118: 1). So the Church sings on the 

Octave of Easter, as if receiving from Christ's lips these 

words of the Psalm; from the lips of the risen Christ, who 

bears the great message of divine mercy and entrusts its 

ministry to the Apostles in the Upper Room: ñPeace be with 

you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.... 

Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retainedò (Jn 20: 21-23).  

 

Before speaking these words, Jesus shows his hands and his 

side. He points, that is, to the wounds of the Passion, 

especially the wound in his heart, the source from which 

flows the great wave of mercy poured out on humanity. 

From that heart Sr. Faustina Kowalska, the blessed whom 

from now on we will call a saint, [recall that the Holy 

Father preached this at her canonization Mass ï ed.] will 

see two rays of light shining from that heart and illuminating 

the world: ñThe two rays,ò Jesus himself explained to her 

one day, ñrepresent blood and waterò (Diary, p. 132). Blood 

and water! We immediately think of the testimony given by 

the Evangelist John, who, when a soldier on Calvary pierced 

Christôs side with his spear, sees blood and water flowing 

from it. Moreover, if the blood recalls the sacrifice of the 

Cross and the gift of the Eucharist, the water, in Johannine 

symbolism, represents not only Baptism but also the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Divine Mercy reaches human beings through the heart of 

Christ crucified: ñMy daughter, say that I am love and mercy 

personified,ò Jesus will ask Sr. Faustina (Diary, p. 374). 

Christ pours out this mercy on humanity though the sending 

of the Spirité  

 

It is important then that we accept the whole message that 

comes to us from the word of God on this Second Sunday of 

Easter, which from now on throughout the Church will be 

called ñDivine Mercy Sundayò é Christ has taught us that 

ñman not only receives and experiences the mercy of God, 

but is also called ñto practice mercyò towards others é His 

message of mercy continues to reach us through his hands 

held out to suffering man. é It is this love which must   
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inspire humanity today, if it is to face the crisis of the 

meaning of life, the challenges of the most diverse needs 

and, especially, the duty to defend the dignity of every 

human person. Thus the message of divine mercy is also 

implicitly a message about the value of every human being. 

Each person is precious in Godôs eyes; Christ gave his life 

for each one; to everyone the Father gives his Spirit and 

offers intimacy. é Today, fixing our gaze with [Sr. 

Faustina] on the face of the risen Christ, let us make our own 

[her] prayer of trusting abandonment and say with firm 

hope:  Christ Jesus, I trust in you! 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  

Parish Pastoral Council 

Vacancies  

Applications are now being accepted for three Parish 

Pastoral Council (PPC) positions that will be filled 

through a discernment ritual at Mass in May. The three 

new members will each serve three-year terms.  

 

If you or someone you know may be interested in being a 

member of the PPC, please pick up a packet of 

information on the Information Counter in the Gathering 

Space, or talk to one of the Search Committee members: 

Mary Partington, Jim Hoey or Helen Wilkie. The 

application deadline is Friday, April 24, 2009. 

Shepherd the Way  

Capital Campaign  

The Shepherd the Way capital campaign launches the 

General Phase of the campaign this month. The goal of 

the campaign is to finish the founding of Faithful 

Shepherd Catholic School by raising $2.5 million dollars 

to reduce the debt on the building and invest in 

technology. A successful campaign will thus strengthen 

the schoolôs ability to invest in other priorities that 

maintain and enhance the quality of education at Faithful 

Shepherd. Watch for details on how you can get involved 

in this important initiative. 
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Pastoral Ministry  

An Interdenominational Coalition  

of South Suburban Churches  

presents the second in a four -week series:  
Growing Through Loss  

Erik Feig, M.Div., Army Chaplain 

and Stacey Feig, M.A., Counseling 

Erik and Stacey will speak on  
ñThe Military Changes Everything: Coping with 

Grief, Loss and Transitionò 

Thursday, April 23 

Mary, Mother of the Church, 3333 Cliff Road, Burnsville 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 
 

For more information call 952.890.0045. This program is 

offered to any adult experiencing a loss or major crisis 

and to Pastoral Ministers; i.e., BeFrienders, Stephen 

Ministers and Samaritan Ministers. 
 

Brochures are available at the Information Center in the 

Gathering Space. 

 

ñLearning to Let Goò 
Earnie Larsen 

Saturday, April 25, 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
St. Peterôs Heritage Center 
Cost: $20. Pay at the door. 

Pre-registration is not necessary.  
Scholarships are available.  

 
Those who have heard Earnie Larsen can attest to his 

practicality, his sensible advice, and his concrete action in 

dealing with the management of their lives. Letting go is a 

daily process, and learning how to deal with the daily 

events of letting go will help us when the really big issues 

in our lives give us trouble.  

 

For further information contact Adaire Lassonde, SSND 

at  Cathol ic  Char i t ies :  651.603.0251 or 

alassonde@ccspm.org. 
~sponsored by Catholic Charities and 

E. Larsen Enterprises 

 

Pizza and Bingo Night!  

On Friday, April 24, the Family Faith in 

Action Team is excited to host another 

Pizza and Bingo Night. From 6 to 8 p.m. 

we will serve pizza and play bingo. Fun for 

all ages!! Although this event is FREE, we 

ask that you make a ñreservationò so we 

know how much pizza to order. There will be a table in 

the Gathering Space after all the Masses on April 18 and 

19 to sign up for this event OR you can call the RE Phone 

Line at 651.905.4314 and leave a message to let us know 

how many are coming. We look forward to seeing you 

there!  

Spring Clean Up  

Please join us on Saturday, 

April 25, for our annual 

spring clean up of the 

gardens and grounds of St 

Peterôs. After a long winter it 

is time to welcome spring and new plant growth by 

cleaning up the flower beds and gardens. This is a great 

opportunity for those who enjoy gardening and for 

families looking for a volunteer opportunity. We will 

meet at 9 a.m. to start with some coffee and donuts, then 

off to work! Sign up this weekend in the Gathering Space 

or meet us at 9 a.m. next Saturday! 

New Parish Directory  

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included in this 

directory. It will include last name, head of household and 

spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

Arbor Day 2009  

ñTrees accept our carbon like a sponge 
and it stays in the wood forever.ò 

 

Pick up a tree seedlingðsilver maple, white 

pine, white cedarðafter all Masses the 

weekend of April 25-26 and help to reduce 

global warming. 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS  As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS  

Call the parish office for more information. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ........................................... 651-683-0437 

E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 




