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From the Pastorõs Desk 

N ow that a little time has passed, I would like to write 

about how the liturgies of Holy Week went this year. I write 

ñliturgiesò very deliberately. Some people use that term to 

avoid the word ñMass,ò but thatôs not what I am doing here. 

I describe our worship just before Easter as the ñliturgiesò of 

Holy Week because one of them is not a Mass at all: the 

Passion liturgy of Good Friday. Together with the Evening 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper, the Easter Vigil, and the Masses 

of Easter morning, these liturgies are the most important of 

the entire year. They all fall during the Paschal Triduum, or 

the Three Days. These days begin at sunset on Holy 

Thursday and end at sunset on Easter Sunday, so the days 

are properly described as Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

 

The Triduum began with the Evening Mass of the Lordôs 

Supper, at 7:00 on Holy Thursday. This Mass is dedicated to 

the institution of the Eucharist and the institution of the 

priesthood, both of which took place at the Last Supper. On 

that occasion, Jesus gave his apostles instructions as to how 

they would remember what he was about to do for them. 

They were to memorialize his giving of his life on the Cross 

by taking bread and wine just as he did, and by saying the 

words he used. And that is why we have the Mass at all, and 

that is why we have a ministerial priesthood in which priests 

stand in the person of Christ to offer his one sacrifice. The 

Mass on Holy Thursday also allows us to recall Jesusô 

command to serve one another, and we do this when the 

priest washes the feet of several people, just as Jesus washed 

the feet of his twelve apostles. (You might want to take note 

of the fact that I strayed from the instructions and washed 

the feet of people of both sexes, not of men only. Itôs hard to 

know how explicit the instruction will be in the new missal 

when it will finally be printed, but because of what people 

have come to expect in almost all parishes, I did not think 

now was the time to begin to adhere to what we are currently 

instructed to do!) 

 

Receiving Communion on Holy Thursday is something 

special, since it is the celebration of its institution. That day, 

enough hosts are consecrated for everyone at that Mass as 

well as for those who will be at the Passion liturgy on Good 

Friday. I didnôt realize what a wonderful experience it was 

going to be when we transferred the Blessed Sacrament to 

the altar of repose. Because of our unusual situation of 

having two church buildings on our grounds, we are able to 

use the Historic Church as the place of repose. So after the 

Prayer After Communion, I incensed the Blessed Sacrament 

as it sat on the altar, and then the servers led me up the aisle 

of the Main Church and out the door. The entire 

congregation followed in procession, moving along the 

curving sidewalk toward the Historic Church, with its   
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stained glass windows shining in the darkness. The choir 

was waiting for us, and burst into song as we crossed the 

threshold and approached the tabernacle. The Historic 

Church was packed with people as we sang that single hymn 

(Pange Lingua) in English, and then quietly departed. The 

church stayed open for adoration from that time (8:25) until 

11:00, which we will have to shorten next year, as there 

were only five of us there for the last hour. The Mass, 

though, even with the procession at the Transfer of the 

Blessed Sacrament, lasted an hour and 25 minutes. We had 

perhaps 400 people in attendance. If you werenôt part of it, 

maybe you could come next year. 

 

To be continued é 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  

Shepherd the Way  

Capital Campaign  

The Faithful Shepherd Catholic School and Tri-Parish 

Center capital campaign has raised $1 million dollars to 

date! The goal of the Shepherd the Way capital campaign 

is to finish the founding of Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School by raising $2.5 million dollars to reduce the debt 

on the building and invest in technology. A successful 

campaign will thus strengthen the schoolôs ability to 

invest in other priorities that maintain and enhance the 

quality of education at Faithful Shepherd. Your help is 

needed to reach the goal. You will soon be receiving 

materials outlining how you can get involvedðyour 

prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated. 

Catholic School Pastor  

Appreciation Day  

Faithful Shepherdôs Middle School Choir will be singing 

at the 9:00 Mass on Sunday, May 3ðNational Day of 

Appreciation for Catholic School Pastors.  



Church of St. Peter Page 3 

Pastoral Ministry  

An Interdenominational Coalition  
of South Suburban Churches  

presents the third in a four -week 
series:  

Growing Through Loss  
with 

Bob Ward, Senior Financial Consultant 

Thrivent Financial 

Mr. Ward will speak on 
ñA Financial Roadmap to Your Future: Practical Steps in 

Todayôs Economyò 

Thursday, April 30 

Mary, Mother of the Church, 3333 Cliff Road, Burnsville 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 
 

For more information call 952.890.0045. This program is 

offered to any adult experiencing a loss or major crisis 

and to Pastoral Ministers; i.e., BeFrienders, Stephen 

Ministers and Samaritan Ministers. 
 

Brochures are available at the Information Center in the 

Gathering Space. 

 

Blood Pressure Readings  
Blood pressure readings will be offered in the Family 

Room on May 2 and 3 after all Masses.  

 

Religious Education/  

Faith Formation  

Religious Education Programs:  
Elementary and Middle School  
Wednesday, April 29, is our final religious education 

class for grades 1-8. 

At the 4:30 session for grades 1-5, we will have a closing 

prayer service in the Main Church at 4:30; the prayer 

service will be followed by an ice cream social. 

 

At the 6:30 session for grades 1-8, we will have a closing 

prayer service in the Historic Church at 6:30; the prayer 

service will be followed by an ice cream social. 

 

ALL Parents are encouraged to join us for prayer and 

ice cream!! 

 

Religious Education Registration for 2009 -2010 
Please remember to register your child(ren) for next 

yearôs religious education programs. Registration 

deadline is May 15. If you have not received registration 

materials in the mail, please contact Sue Scherer at 

651.905.4318 or go to the information counter in 

Gathering Space for materials. Thank you! 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS  As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS  

Call the parish office for more information. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ........................................... 651-683-0437 

E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 

New Parishioner Registration  

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses next weekend in 

the gathering space, or by appointment. For an 

appointment call Lisa Olson at 651.905.4313, or click on 

the ñJoin Usò link on our website at 

www.stpetersmendota.org. 

Wedding Banns  

First Proclamation  
Maggie McClellan and Matt Varpness 

May Day Family Rosary 

Processions  

The 62nd annual May Day Family Rosary Processions will 
take place simultaneously in Saint Paul and Minneapolis 
on Sunday, May 3. The Saint Paul gathering time is 1:30 
p.m. at the State Capitol. Archbishop John Nienstedt will 
preside. 
 

Minneapolis gathering time is 1:30 p.m. in the Dunwoody 
parking lot, and it will be announced who will preside at 
the Basilica in Minneapolis. 
 
For more information visit their website at 
www.familyrosaryprocession.org. 

Sincere Sympathy  

St. Peterôs community extends sincere 

sympathy to the family and friends of 

Joseph Gangl . We pray through faith 

that he is enjoying everlasting life. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving  

Weekly Contribution Summary  
Budget for the period 04/13-4/19/09 ..................... $26,410 

Actual for the period of 04/13-4/19/09 .................. $20,159 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $823,760 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $764,133 

Social Justice Thought  

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal  
Our goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. So 

far, $56,545 has been pledged or paid in full 

by the members of our parish, so we have 

reached 83% of our goal. We are doing very 

well! If you havenôt done so yet, please help 

us reach our goal. We only need a bit more 

effort to raise the remaining $11,548, so please let us 

know your response to the Archbishopôs appeal very 

soon.  
 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal  
Of  the  29  counties  in  the  geographically  sprawling 

Diocese of Salt Lake City, only 16 have a resident pastor. 

These  mission  dioceses  need  funding  for  ministerial 

training, seminaries, and religious education in order to 

nurture the faith and administer basic pastoral care in the 

rural areas of the state. Please give generously in todayôs 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal. 
 

2008 Retirement Fund for Religious Collection  
Dear St. Peterôs parish community, 

A few months ago you were asked to SHARE IN THE 

CARE of retired religious, and in these uncertain financial 

times, you generously contributed $5,623.41. Thank you! 

May God bless you abundantly. 

 

Sister Midge Breiter, SSND 

Archdiocesan RFFR Coordinator 

Liturgical Ministers  

The June 1 through September 30, 2009, schedules will 

be available and distributed by May 10, 2009. If you have 

not yet indicated your availability for these months, or no 

longer are interested in serving in this ministry, please 

contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail box  at 

651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Thursday, 

April 30, 2009. Thanks! 

Parental Choice in Education  

ß Preserve and expand parental choice in education tax 
credits for contributions to education foundations. 

ß Sustain full state funding of existing parental choice 
benefits for students attending private schools, such 

as student transportation, textbook allocations, health 
services and guidance and counseling. 

ß Support abstinence education and oppose family life 

and sexuality education programs that promote 
practices contrary to Church teachings. 

 

~The Minnesota Catholic Conference 

is the public policy voice of the Catholic Church in Minnesota 

Parish Picnic  

Silent Auction  

We are in need of donations for the silent auction which 

will be held at the parish picnic. Please consider donating 

sports tickets, golf outings, trips, gift baskets, gift 

certificates or similar items. All items need to be dropped 

off at the parish office prior to June 6. If you have any 

questions, contact Jennifer Vogel at 651.688.7427 or 

jennifervogel@comcast.net.  Red Cross BloodMobile  

Wednesday, May 6, 1 to 6 p.m.  
Ravoux Room  

Donors are needed! 
Sign up this weekend 

in the Gathering Space. 
Walk-ins are welcome! 

 
When 

you give blood,  
you give  

another birthday,  
another anniversary,  

another laugh,  
another hug,  

another chance.  
 

To sign up or for more information 
contact Rita Kordell at 651.454.4773. 


