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SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ............................................. 651-683-0437 

 E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 

Church of 
St. Peter 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

May 3, 2009 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

L ast week I began to write about how the liturgies of the 

Easter Triduum went, getting only as far as Holy Thursday. 

On Good Friday, the only day of the year on which Mass 

cannot be celebrated, we had the Celebration of the Lordôs 

Passion at 7:00 in the evening. I retained the same time as in 

previous years after consulting with other priests in the area 

and discovering that virtually all parishes observe Good 

Friday in the evening instead of at the traditional time, 3:00 

in the afternoon. This liturgy begins with the priest and 

ministers prostrating themselves to the altarðthat is, we lie 

flat on the floor. Then the liturgy of the word takes place, 

with the reading (in parts) of Johnôs account of the Passion. 

The ten traditional General Intercessions follow, and then 

comes the veneration of the cross. We had four lines 

approaching our large crucifix so people could venerate it. 

Then the Eucharist was carried into church from the altar of 

repose in the Historic Church, where we had taken it the 

night before. We received the Body of Christ that had been 

consecrated at Mass on Holy Thursday, and then departed in 

silence. The liturgy lasted an hour and ten minutes. 

 

On Holy Saturday, the Easter Vigil has to begin after dark 

(its official name is ñThe Vigil in the Holy Night of Easterò), 

so ours began at 8:00. The idea of the Vigil is waiting up 

into the night, which is why the Church provides us with a 

greatly expanded liturgy of the word. The Vigil begins in the 

dark with the blessing of the new fire, which I did at the 

baptismal font. It crackled and blazed up in the darkness of 

the quiet church. Then the paschal candle is blessed: I traced 

the cross on the candle, then the alpha and omega (the first 

and last letters of the Greek alphabet), and then the numerals 

of the year 2-0-0-9. I did this while saying, at each part, 

ñChrist yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him and all the ages, 

to him be glory and power through every age forever. 

Amen.ò As I inserted the five grains of incense embedded in 

nails into the wax of the candle, I said, ñBy his holy / and 

glorious wounds / may Christ our Lord / guard us / and keep 

us. Amen.ò  Finally I lit the candle from the blessed fire and 

carried it in slowly, stopping three times to sing, ñChrist our 

lightò as the congregation responded, ñThanks be to God.ò  

The peopleôs candles were lighted from the paschal candle, 

so little by little the darkened church was filled with lightð

certainly the most moving experience of the whole Church 

year. The Service of Light reached its climax when, in the 

light of the paschal candle, the hymn of praise called the 

Exsultet was sung. The small candles were put out, some 

low lights were turned on to illuminate the top of the crucifix 

and the ambo, and we all sat down to begin the Liturgy of 

the Word. 

 

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

By using all seven Old Testament readings with psalms and 

canticles in between, we traced the history of salvation in the 

light of the paschal candle, just as we see all of history in the 

light of Jesus Christ. And then, a full hour after we began, 

we stood up as the full church lights came on and the altar 

candles were lighted, and we sang out the hymn of praise for 

Christ which we call the Gloria. The Opening Prayer of the 

Mass followed, and then the New Testament reading from 

Romans, then the Alleluia (for the first time in six weeks) 

and the Gospel reading. The homily came next, and then I 

blessed the water of the baptismal font and we received 

Angela and Ryan into the full communion of the Catholic 

Church. Their Confirmation followed, and then the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist. It was a wonderful celebration, and I 

couldnôt have been more pleased about how it went. People 

might wonder how long such a Mass lasts. The answer: two 

hours and 15 minutes. It ended at 10:15. (Iôm told that was a 

little shorter than usual, if you can believe it!) The Easter 

Vigil is not an ordinary Saturday Mass; itôs the most 

important Mass of the whole year. If you can get to it, itôs 

worth it. Little children might have a hard time, but itôs 

shorter than a football gameðand few people have trouble 

making it through one of those! It really holds a personôs 

attention, too. The readings are such special ones, and the 

sacraments of initiation are so filled with joy, that the time 

simply flies by. I hope next year youôll join the 250 or so 

people who had the benefit of being at the greatest liturgy of 

the year. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Catholic School Pastor 

Appreciation Day 

Faithful Shepherd would like to recognize Fr. Joseph 

Gallatin on Sunday, May 3, National Day of Appreciation 

for Catholic School Pastors as well as Good Shepherd 

Sunday. Fr. Gallatinôs leadership and vision has been 

instrumental in the continued success of our school. We 

are very blessed and thankful for his commitment to 

Catholic Schools! 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 



Social Justice Thought 

Sustainable development and care for our environment 

are of vital importance for humanity. 
 

~Pope Benedict XVI 
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Pastoral Ministry 

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the fourth in a four-week 
series: 

Growing Through Loss  
with 

ñStories from the Journey of GriefòðPanel Discussion 

Tom & Alice Handrich (Loss of Child) 

Michele Swanson (Loss of Spouse) 

Nancy Amundson (Loss of Relationship) 

Sandi Krohn (Loss of Health) 

Facilitated by Joyce Besser, MARL 

Facilitator for grief support groups at 

Prince of Peace Church, Burnsville 

Thursday, May 7 

Mary, Mother of the Church, 3333 Cliff Road, Burnsville 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 

 

For more information call 952.890.0045. This program is 

offered to any adult experiencing a loss or major crisis 

and to Pastoral Ministers; i.e., BeFrienders, Stephen 

Ministers and Samaritan Ministers. 

Thank You from the Knights! 

The Eagan Knights of Columbus thank the parishioners of 

St. Peterôs for their generous donations during the Tootsie 

Roll fund-raiser on April 25-26. In all, over $3,800 was 

collected in Eagan. All proceeds will be used to aid those 

with intellectual disabilities in the Eagan area. Thanks 

again for continuing to support the efforts of the Knights. 

Please visit www.eaganknights.com for more 

information. 

Shepherd the Way 

Capital Campaign 

Watch your mail this week for more information on the 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School and Tri-Parish Center 

Shepherd the Way capital campaign. To date we have 

raised $1 million dollars against the $2.5 million dollar 

goal. A successful campaign will allow FSCS to reduce 

the debt on the building and invest in technology, thus 

strengthening the schoolôs ability to invest in other 

priorities that maintain and enhance the quality of 

education at Faithful Shepherd. Your help is needed to 

reach the goal and your prayerful consideration is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Celebrate the gift of life on Saturday, May 

9, by supporting the annual Walk for Life 

to benefit Wakota Life Care Center. Your 

tax-deductible donation will help women 

choose life for their unborn children. To 

sponsor a walker from St. Peterôs, or for 

more information, please contact Sandy Rabuse at 

651.681.9258 or sandyrabuse@comcast.net. 

The Perfect Motherõs Day Gift! A Memorial Day Suggestion 

May we suggest a gift to the Historic Church Memorial 

Fund as a ñreminiscenceò gift for someone special. Cards 

are available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space, the Historic Church, and the parish office. 
 

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots 
In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 

We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you want 

any further information, please call the parish office at 

651.452.4550. 

 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated 

on Monday, May 25, at 10:45 a.m. in the 

Historic Church . Immediately following 

we will congregate at St. Peterôs Cemetery 

for a flag-raising ceremony. 

 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, May 25, 

in observance of  Memorial Day. Have a safe, fun-filled 

holiday weekend! 

New Parish Directory 

An updated parish directory will be available in the fall 

for all registered parishioners. No photos will be included 

at this time. It will include last name, head of household 

and spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
Our goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. 

So far, $57,065 has been pledged or paid in 

full by the members of our parish, so we 

have reached 84% of our goal.  We are 

doing very well! If you havenôt done so yet, 

please help us reach our goal. We only need 

a bit more effort to raise the remaining $11,028, so please 

let us know your response to the Archbishopôs appeal 

very soon.  
 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
Thank you for donating to the Catholic Home Missions 

Appeal!  Because  of  your  generosity,  Catholic  Home 

Missions will be able to support seminary training and to 

help bring a  new generation  of  priests  to  the  home 

mission dioceses. Now more parishes will be able to 

enjoy basic pastoral services, and religious education. 

You have truly made a difference to the Church in the 

United States. To learn more about how your money is 

making a difference through Catholic Home Missions, 

please  visit  their  website  at  www.usccb.org/

nationalcollections. 

 

Thank You from Neighbors! 
Dear Member Church, 

 

The total through the First Quarter of 

2009 was $477 in addition to food 

donations. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support! We are blessed to 

have faith communities that support us throughout the 

year. With your help, we are able to fulfill our mission of 

providing neighborly assistance to the families of our 

communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Russell 

Development Director 

 
May is our month to stock Neighbors 

Food Shelf. Each of the member parishes in 

this area is assigned to a month. Although 

we collect and deliver food to them all year, 

May is the time when they especially 

depend on us. Your donations of 

nonperishable items are very welcome and can be 

dropped off in the appropriately marked boxes at the 

office entrance or the coat room in the Gathering Space. 

Readings for the 

Week of May 3 

Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10 

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24---13:5a/Jn 12:4-50 

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 4/20-4/26/09 ....................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 4/20-4/26/09 .................... $14,051 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $838,510 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $778,568 

Archdiocesan Marriage Day 

All couples celebrating silver and golden anniversaries in 

the 2009 calendar year are invited to join Most Reverend 

John C. Nienstedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis on 

Saturday, June 13, at the Cathedral of St. Paul at 10 

a.m. for Mass, renewal of vows, and a short reception. 

Couples married over 50 years will also be honored and 

are invited to attend. Families and friends of honored 

couples welcome! For more information, call 

651.291.4488 or visit their website: www.archspm.org/

family. 
~Sponsored by the Archdiocesan 

Office for Marriage, Family and Life.  

Finance Team 

The St Peterôs finance team is looking for additional 

members. If you have an interest in serving the parish for 

approximately two hours one evening a month and have a 

background in finance, banking or business, this may be 

the opportunity for you. Please contact Mary in the parish 

office at 651.905.4307 if interested. 
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Monday, May 4 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, May 5 

Loaves & Fishes 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, May 6 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 1-6 pm Red Cross BloodMobile, Ravoux Room 
 

Thursday, May 7 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, May 8 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, May 9 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

   Faithful Shepherd Pledge Cards Collected 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 

 6:30 pm Baptisms, Main Church 
 

Sunday, May 10ð5th Sunday of Easter 

Motherôs Day 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

   Faithful Shepherd Pledge Cards Collected 

 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 

 After Masses: 

   Refreshments and Donuts 

 12:30 pm Baptisms, Main Church 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Committee Contacts 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 
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History Corner 

More significant dates in history: 

 1852 The pastor and parishioners at St. Peterôs 

began to construct a new church. 
 

 1853 The new Church of St. Peter was completed 
and blessed. The church still stands, strong 

and simple, overlooking the meeting of the 

two rivers, a historic and hallowed home for 

the Eucharistic Christ. 
 

 1858 Minnesota (including Mendota) became a 
state. 

 

 1860 St. Peterôs rectory was constructed. 
 

 1868 St. Peterôs Parish purchased the Sibley House, 
and it was opened as St. Peterôs School. The 

Sisters of St. Joseph taught there in the 

beginning, and they were followed by the 

Sisters of Mercy. After fifteen years, the 

school was closed ñfor lack of support.ò 
 

 1881 St. Peterôs rectory was enlarged. 
 

 1910 St. Peterôs School was turned over to the 
Daughters of the American Revolution to be 

preserved as a historical museum. It again 

became known as the Sibley House. 

~cont. next week 

Funeral Lunch Committee 
What Funeral Lunch Committee members do:  
Funeral Lunch Committee members provide a wonderful 

service to parishioners going through a very difficult 

time.  They set up, serve, and clean up after funeral 

lunches.  Members do not need to cook the meal. 

 

Time Commitment: 1½ to 2 hours. 

 

Qualifications: Must be flexible and be able to come on 

short notice, usually a couple of days notice. 
 

Benefits: Members have the benefit of knowing that 

they are supporting a family in need of this service. 

 

If you are interested in getting involved or finding out 

more information about the Funeral Lunch Committee, 

please contact: Marge Sullivan, 651.451.6690; Elizabeth 

G. Baker, 651.686.6379; or Rita Kordell, 651.454.4773 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, May 4 - ÀJoseph Gangl 

 Tuesday, May 5 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, May 6 - ÀJeffrey Weiss 

 Thursday, May 7 - ÀRobert and ÀGertrude Fee 

 Friday, May 8 - ÀLucille and ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Saturday, May 9 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, May 10 - 9 a.m. - ÀMel DeBlauw 

  - 11 a.m. - ÀDoris LeClaire Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation 
Maggie McClellan and Matt Varpness 

First Proclamation 
Julie Mahin and Brian Stuart 

Red Cross BloodMobile 

Wednesday, May 6, 1 to 6 p.m. 
Ravoux Room 

Donors are needed! 
Walk-ins are welcome! 

 

When you give blood,  
you give  

another birthday,  
another anniversary,  

another laugh, another hug,  
another chance.  

 

To sign up or for more information 
contact Rita Kordell at 651.454.4773. 

 

 

Thank You Spring Clean Up Crew! 

A big thank you to those who worked so hard on 

Saturday, April 25, to beautify the grounds around the 

church! The crew included: John Knaack, Greg 

Weightman Knaack; Luke and Steve Olson; Sue, Maddie, 

Sean, and Cate Reilly; Nancy and Keith Stanton; Joe, 

Josie and Ben Towle; and Helen Wilkie. 

Celebrating Our 

Parish Volunteers 

Join us on Thursday, May 14, at 6:30 p.m. in Heritage 

Center for St. Peterôs annual Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner. If you plan to attend, you can RSVP online or 

leave a message at 651.905.4309. Please leave the names 

of those attending as well as a daytime phone number by 

this weekend!  


