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PASTOR: 
Fr. Joseph Gallatin ................................................. 651-452-4550 
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Lisa Olson, Sunday School Coordinator ............... 651-905-4313 

Sue Scherer, Secretary ........................................... 651-905-4318 
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Brandon Carrier ..................................................... 651-707-2547 
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Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 

651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ............................................. 651-683-0437 

 E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 

Church of 
St. Peter 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

May 10, 2009 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

I am ashamed of my university. 

 

S ince some of you are aware that I went to college at the 

University of Notre Dame, I cannot remain silent about the 

controversy that has enveloped that school and, in a way, 

involves all of Catholic higher education in the United 

States. I would like to explain a bit about what is going on. 

 

It has been the practice of Notre Dame to invite each 

President of our country to speak, usually at the May 

commencement exercises. It is obviously a great honor to 

have so notable a figure as the President accept an invitation 

to give an address to those who are graduating. Since 2004, 

however, Catholic institutions in the United States have been 

asked to act in accordance with our bishopsô statement, 

ñCatholics in Political Life,ò which one can easily find on 

the internet by searching for it by title. It says, in part, ñIt is 

the teaching of the Catholic Church from the very beginning, 

founded on her understanding of her Lordôs own witness to 

the sacredness of human life, that the killing of an unborn 

child is always intrinsically evil and can never be justified. If 

those who perform an abortion and those who cooperate 

willingly in the action are fully aware of the objective evil of 

what they do, they are guilty of grave sin and thereby 

separate themselves from Godôs grace. This is the constant 

and received teaching of the Church. It is, as well, the 

conviction of many other people of good will.ò Later it 

states: ñOur obligation as bishops at this time is to teach 

clearly. It is with pastoral solicitude for everyone involved in 

the political process that we will also counsel Catholic 

public officials that their acting consistently to support 

abortion on demand risks making them cooperators in evil in 

a public manner. We will persist in this duty to counsel, in 

the hope that the scandal of their cooperating in evil can be 

resolved by the proper formation of their consciences.ò  

Among several points at the end of the brief document, the 

bishops say: ñThe Catholic community and Catholic 

institutions should not honor those who act in defiance of 

our fundamental moral principles. They should not be given 

awards, honors or platforms which would suggest support 

for their actions.ò  These are the two sentences at issue. 

 

The University of Notre Dame has not simply invited 

President Barack Obama to give a speech. There would be 

no problem with that. But the school intends to bestow an 

honorary doctorate on the President, and have him give the 

commencement address. It is indisputable that this is both an 

honor and a platform that would suggest Notre Dameôs 

support for the Presidentôs actions: a school does not honor 

someone with whom it disagrees. This action is a startling 

departure from what the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops has asked of Catholic institutions, that they  

 
~cont. in column 2 

refrain from honoring politicians who support legal abortion. 

President Obama would be able, in the future, to refer to his 

day at Notre Dame as evidence that his positions are not in 

conflict with the beliefs of the Catholic Church. But 

President Obama has made his unwavering support of legal 

abortion perfectly clear. We as Catholics believe abortion is 

an intrinsically evil act. Our Churchôs teachings single out 

abortion as a special category of crime, because it kills the 

most innocent members of humanity, who lack even the 

ability to defend themselves by crying and eliciting pity for 

their helplessness. In that way those who favor abortion are 

different from those who favor other sinful practices. 

Abortion has a special status. That is why there has been 

such uproar about Notre Dame, the best known of all 

Catholic universities in America, giving the most pro-

abortion president in our history an honorary doctorate. 

 

Notre Dame gives a prestigious award called the Laetare 

Medal to one Catholic each year. This year, Mary Ann 

Glendon, professor at Harvard Law and former ambassador 

to the Vatican, has in the wake of this controversy declined 

to accept the Laetare Medal. Notre Dame had released an 

explanation that her presence and her acceptance speech 

would balance President Obamaôs speech. Professor 

Glendon stated, ñA commencement, however, is supposed to 

be a joyous day for the graduates and their families. It is not 

the right place, nor is a brief acceptance speech the right 

vehicle, for engagement with the very serious problems 

raised by Notre Dameôs decisionðin disregard of the settled 

position of the U.S. bishopsðto honor a prominent and 

uncompromising opponent of the Churchôs position on 

issues involving fundamental principles of justice.ò  So the 

controversy is growing. And I am praying that some 

honorable solution might be found to the prospect of my 

beloved University of Notre Dame selling its soul to gain the 

prestige of a presidential visit, and risking being stripped of 

its right to be called a Catholic university. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

New Parish Directory 

An updated parish directory will be available in the fall 

for all registered parishioners. No photos will be included 

at this time. It will include last name, head of household 

and spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  



Social Justice Thought 

Brutal consumption of creation is treated merely as our 

property that we consume for ourselves alone. 
 

~Pope Benedict XVI 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Growing Through Loss 

We are looking for two compassionate parishioners to 

represent St Peterôs in the Growing Through Loss 

coalition. The time commitment for this ministry is 

relatively small, but the rewards are large.  

Representatives must be present for four evening coalition 

meetings per year and assist at the fall and spring series 

meetings. For more information, please contact Lisa 

Amos at  651.905.4304 or  emai l  lamos 

@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Separated and Divorced Catholics 

We are looking for two compassionate parishioners to 

represent St Peterôs in the Separated and Divorced 

Catholics coalition. The time commitment for this 

ministry is relatively small, but the rewards are large.  

Representatives must be present for four evening coalition 

meetings per year and assist at some Monday evening 

events.  For more information, please contact Lisa Amos 

at 651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

RCIA News Past and Present 

Are you a current or former RCIA participant? We would 

like to celebrate the anniversary of your Initiation or 

Reception into Full Communion with a pot-luck lunch 

after the 11:00 Mass on Sunday, May 31. We invite you 

and your friends and family to join St. Peterôs staff 

members, RCIA catechists and other participants for an 

afternoon of fellowship. This is a great opportunity to 

catch up with old friends and make new ones. Please let 

us know if we may expect you by Wednesday, May 27, 

by contacting Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email  

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Shepherd the Way Weekend 

May 16 and 17 

The Faithful Shepherd Catholic School and Tri-Parish 

Center will be collecting pledges and gifts to the 

Shepherd the Way capital campaign after all Masses next 

weekend. Please take time to review the materials 

outlining the campaign and give prayerful consideration 

to supporting this special fundraising effort. Your help is 

greatly needed to reach the $2.5 million dollar goal! You 

can get more information about the campaign at 

www.shepherdtheway.com. Thank you for your support 

of this effort with both your pledge and prayers. 

A Memorial Day Suggestion 

May we suggest a gift to the Historic Church Memorial 

Fund as a ñreminiscenceò gift for someone special. Cards 

are available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space, the Historic Church, and the parish office. 
 

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots 
In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 

We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you want 

any further information, please call the parish office at 

651.452.4550. 

 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 

May 25, at 10:45 a.m. in the Historic 

Church. Immediately following we will 

congregate at St. Peterôs Cemetery for a 

flag-raising ceremony. 

 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, May 25, 

in observance of Memorial Day. Have a safe, fun-filled 

holiday weekend! 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Janis Carlson We pray 

through faith that she is enjoying 

everlasting life. 

Saturday Scripture Study 

Join in the experience of opening the ñweekend scripture 

readingsò on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 

welcome to attend. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
Our goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,093. 

So far, $58,915 has been pledged or paid in 

full by the members of our parish, so we 

have reached 87% of our goal.  We are 

doing very well! If you havenôt done so yet, 

please help us reach our goal. We only need 

a bit more effort to raise the remaining $9,178, so please 

let us know your response to the Archbishopôs appeal 

very soon.  
 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation made during April. Your 

donation of 91 pounds of food items is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

May is our month to stock Neighbors 

Food Shelf. Each of the member parishes in 

this area is assigned to a month. Although 

we collect and deliver food to them all year, 

May is the time when they especially 

depend on us. Your donations of 

nonperishable items are very welcome and can be 

dropped off in the appropriately marked boxes at the 

office entrance or the coat room in the Gathering Space. 

 

Guatemala Thank You! 
Padre Mario stopped to personally thank the parish for 

their support of his work in Guatemala this Lent. The 

envelopes returned for the water project at Our Lady of 

the Rosary Parish in San Pedro totaled $1,490 from the 

Lenten Alms basket contributions. 

 

Padre Mario extends his deep appreciation to our faith 

community for their care and concern and wonderful 

generosity to the people of Guatemala. 

  

Gracias! 

Lorilee Petrangelo on behalf of Padre Mario 

and the Guatemala Committee 

Readings for the 

Week of May 10 

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-

10/Jn 15:9-17 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 4/27-5/3/09 ......................... $19,710 

Actual for the period of 4/27-5/3/09 ...................... $19,703 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $858,220 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $798,271 

Archdiocesan Marriage Day 

All couples celebrating silver and golden anniversaries in 

the 2009 calendar year are invited to join Most Reverend 

John C. Nienstedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis on 

Saturday, June 13, at the Cathedral of St. Paul at 10 

a.m. for Mass, renewal of vows, and a short reception. 

Couples married over 50 years will also be honored and 

are invited to attend. Families and friends of honored 

couples welcome! For more information, call 

651.291.4488 or visit their website: www.archspm.org/

family. 
~Sponsored by the Archdiocesan 

Office for Marriage, Family and Life 

Finance Team 

The St Peterôs finance team is looking for additional 

members. If you have an interest in serving the parish for 

approximately two hours one evening a month and have a 

background in finance, banking or business, this may be 

the opportunity for you. Please contact Mary in the parish 

office at 651.905.4307 if interested. 
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Monday, May 11 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, May 12 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:30 am Womenôs Bible Study, Conference Room I 

 11 am Womenôs Bible Study Potluck, 

  Heritage Center 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 7 pm Finance Team, Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, May 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 

 1:30 pm SPCCW Meeting, Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, May 14 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Appreciation Dinner, Heritage Center 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, May 15 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, May 16 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 2 pm McClellan/Varpness Wedding, MC 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
  

Sunday, May 17ð6th Sunday of Easter 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

   Refreshments and Donuts 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Cyndi Kesler, 651.457.1752 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Committee Contacts 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 
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History Corner 

More significant dates in history: 
 1936 St. Peterôs Parish Hall was constructed. 
 

 1946 Cana retreats began at St. Peterôs Church. 
 

 1951 In July the steeple and bell came crashing 
down during a tornado. 

 

 1953 The new steeple was created as part of the 
churchôs Centennial Celebration. The new 
Church of St. Peter was completed and 
blessed. The church still stands, strong and 
simple, overlooking the meeting of the two 
rivers, a historic and hallowed home for the 
Eucharistic Christ. 

 

 1956 Ground was broken (May 10) for the 
construction of the new St. Peterôs School. 

 

 1957 June 30: St. Peterôs School was blessed and 
dedicated by Archbishop Brady. 

  August 19: Three Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood arrived from OôFallon, 
Missouri, to teach at St. Peterôs School. 

  September 3: The new St. Peterôs School 
opened. One hundred and twelve pupils were 
present. 

 

 1960 St. Peterôs Convent was constructed. 
 

 1961 St. Peterôs Convent was blessed by Bishop 
Cowley and inhabited by the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood. 

 

 1978 September 24: Dedication Ceremony of the 
Restored Historic Church. 

 

 2005 July 10: ñSecondò Church of St. Peter 
dedicated by  Bishop Richard E. Pates. 

Gardeners 

What gardeners do: Over the summer, 

the garden areas need to be weeded and 

watered. Later in the summer after plants 

finish blooming they need to be trimmed 

back. 

 

Time Commitment: Spend as little or as much time as 

you would like! All are welcome to pull weeds as they 

see them come up anywhere. Or, you can pick a specific 

garden to keep weeded and watered regularly. You can 

come anytime during the week, evenings, or on the 

weekend. 

 

Qualifications: Anyone can help keep our grounds 

beautiful  

 

Benefits: We are blessed with such a beautiful location 

and buildings and grounds, volunteers can feel the 

benefits of taking part as a community to pitch in and 

keep it looking beautiful for other parishioners and 

visitors. Also, if you enjoy gardening and do not have a 

garden of your own, this would be an excellent 

opportunity to benefit from the joy of gardening here at 

the parish. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Stanton 

at 651.686.9009. 

Ministry Spotlight 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Tuesday, May 12 - ÀJoseph & ÀLillian Fee 

 Wednesday, May 13 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Thursday, May 14 - Stephen Lauinger 

 Friday, May 15 - Ronnie Olson 

 Saturday, May 16 - ÀDolores Countryman 

 Sunday, May 17 - 9 a.m. - ÀAlfred Zimmerman 

  - 11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
Maggie McClellan and Matt Varpness 

Second Proclamation 
Julie Mahin and Brian Stuart 

First Proclamation 
Allen Glynn and Jennifer Phelus 

Parish Picnic Silent Auction 

We are in need of donations for the silent auction which 

will be held at the parish picnic. Please consider donating 

sports tickets, golf outings, trips, gift baskets, gift 

certificates or similar items. All items need to be dropped 

off at the parish office prior to June 6. If you have any 

questions, contact Jennifer Vogel at 651.688.7427 or 

jennifervogel@comcast.net.  

Council of Catholic Women 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, May 13, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room I. 

All women of the parish are invited to attend. 

Workcamp Can Collection 

Aluminum cans can be donated to Workcamp by 

dropping them off in the green can trailer in the 

parking lot. We have an organization that has 

offered to match our funds from the can trailer, so 

remember your cans are worth double! 


