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Amy Seefeld, Receptionist/Secretary .................... 651-452-4550 
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MAINTENANCE: 

Brandon Carrier ..................................................... 651-707-2547 
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Steven Olson ......................................................... 651-452-4550 
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Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 

651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Lisa and Luke Olson ............................................. 651-683-0437 

 E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net 

Church of 
St. Peter 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

May 17, 2009 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

B y the time this article is published in the bulletin, the 

Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI will have returned from his 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land. His visit began last Friday the 

8th in Jordan, and then was to continue in Israel and the 

Palestinian Territories, and his return to Rome was 

scheduled for Friday the 15th. The largest event to have taken 

place by the time of my writing was last Sunday, when he 

celebrated Mass at a stadium in Amman, the capital city. 

During his time in Jordan he met with the king and queen, 

and then he set the tone of his trip with a visit to Mount 

Nebo, which overlooks from a distant height the whole 

sweep of the Jordan River and looks to the Judean hills and 

Jerusalem beyond. He laid a cornerstone at a Catholic 

university in Madaba, he visited a mosque and met with 

Muslim leaders, he met with Christian leaders, he celebrated 

that large public Mass in the stadium, and he visited a 

possible site of Jesusô baptism at the Jordan River. 

 

Pope Benedict arrived in Israel on Monday, and met with the 

president, who is Israelôs head of state. Then he visited Yad 

Vashem, the memorial of the Shoah, usually known to non-

Jews as the Holocaust. I have been there twice. Itôs a 

powerful place that seeks to preserve the names of the six 

million Jews who were put to death in that terrible episode 

of history. In Israel, he visited the most important religious 

sites sacred to three faiths. On Tuesday he visited the Dome 

of the Rock, the Muslim shrine on what we would call the 

Temple Mount, whose gold dome is an instantly 

recognizable image of Jerusalem. He then went the short 

distance to the Western Wall, which is a preserved section of 

the gigantic retaining wall that Herod constructed to create 

an elevated platform on which to build the Temple that Jesus 

knew. The Western Wall (formerly called the ñWailing 

Wallò because Jews could not visit it) is the holiest place in 

the world for the Jewish people. On Friday Pope Benedict 

was scheduled to visit the holiest place for Christians, the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which encloses both the site 

of Jesusô crucifixion andða few yards awayðthe place of 

his tomb and his resurrection. It was the first place I wanted 

to go on each of my three trips to Jerusalem. To me it is like 

home. I can walk through the entire place in my mind. Itôs 

always a little cool in there, though, so when Iôm doing this I 

have to wear something warm! 

 

On Wednesday the Holy Father was scheduled to make the 

short drive through the gate in the security wall to 

Bethlehem in the West Bank or Palestinian Territories. He 

was to visit with the officials of the Palestinian Authority, 

celebrate Mass in Manger Square outside the Church of the 

Nativity, and visit a refugee camp where many Palestinians 

live in very difficult conditions. Thursday he was to be back 

in the State of Israel, in the northern region we call Galilee. 

 
~cont. in column 2 

 

There he was to celebrate an outdoor Mass in Nazareth and 

visit the Basilica of the Annunciation, which commemorates 

Gabrielôs annunciation to Mary in what would soon be known 

as Jesusô hometown. Everywhere he was to visit with Christian 

leadersðbishops and patriarchs who are in communion with 

him, and those not yet in communion with him. The entire 

pilgrimage is intended to bolster the spirits of the Christians 

who live in the Holy Land, who have been leaving for other 

countries in alarmingly high numbers. Itôs also meant to foster 

good interfaith relations with Muslims and Jews. 

 

In Jordan, during his visit to the Mosque of Al-Hussein Bin 

Talal, Pope Benedict made these comments pertaining to what 

people of different religions have to say to todayôs world: 

[W]e cannot fail to be concerned that today, with 

increasing insistency, some maintain that religion fails 

in its claim to be, by nature, a builder of unity and 

harmony, an expression of communion between 

persons and with God. Indeed some assert that religion 

is necessarily a cause of division in our world é  

However, is it not also the case that often it is the 

ideological manipulation of religion, sometimes for 

political ends, that is the real catalyst for tension and 

division, and at times even violence in society? In the 

face of this situation, where the opponents of religion 

seek not simply to silence its voice but to replace it 

with their own, the need for believers to be true to their 

principles and beliefs is felt all the more keenly. 

Muslims and Christians, precisely because of the 

burden of our common history so often marked by 

misunderstanding, must today strive to be known and 

recognized as worshippers of God faithful to prayer, 

eager to uphold and live by the Almightyôs decrees, 

merciful and compassionate, consistent in bearing 

witness to all that is true and good, and ever mindful 

of the common origin and dignity of all human 

persons, who remain at the apex of Godôs creative 

design for the world and for history.  

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

The Feast of the Ascension of the 

Lordðwhich would have occurred 

on Thursday, May 21, is not 

celebrated on Thursday as a Holy 

Day of Obligation. This archdiocese 

celebrates Ascension the following 

SundayðMay 24ðin place of the 7th 

Sunday of Easter so that more people 

can attend Mass. There is no obligation to attend Mass 

on Thursday, May 21. 

Ascension of the Lord 



Social Justice Thought 

Effective initiatives to prevent the destruction of creation 

can be developed and implemented, only where creation 

is considered as beginning with God. 
 

~Pope Benedict XVI 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Growing Through Loss 
We are looking for two compassionate parishioners to 
represent St Peterôs in the Growing Through Loss 
coalition. The time commitment for this ministry is 
relatively small, but the rewards are large. 
Representatives must be present for four evening coalition 
meetings per year and assist at the fall and spring series 
meetings. For more information, please contact Lisa 
Amos at  651.905.4304 or  emai l  lamos 
@stpetersmendota.org. 
 
Separated and Divorced Catholics 
We are looking for two compassionate parishioners to 
represent St Peterôs in the Separated and Divorced 
Catholics coalition. The time commitment for this 
ministry is relatively small, but the rewards are large. 
Representatives must be present for four evening coalition 
meetings per year and assist at some Monday evening 
events. For more information, please contact Lisa Amos 
at 651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 
RCIA News Past and Present 
Are you a current or former RCIA participant? We would 
like to celebrate the anniversary of your Initiation or 
Reception into Full Communion with a pot-luck lunch 
after the 11:00 Mass on Sunday, May 31. We invite you 
and your friends and family to join St. Peterôs staff 
members, RCIA catechists and other participants for an 
afternoon of fellowship. This is a great opportunity to 
catch up with old friends and make new ones. Please let 
us know if we may expect you by Wednesday, May 27, 
by contacting Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email  
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 
RCIA Catechists Needed 
One way to answer our baptismal call is to reach out to 
those seeking to learn more about our Catholic faith. If 
you enjoy bringing the message of Christ to others please 
consider joining our terrific RCIA team. Training, 
materials and ongoing support from the pastoral associate 
are provided. The schedule is flexible but a commitment 
of one year is appreciated. If you are interested or have 
further questions, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 
Wedding Coordinator Openings 
St. Peterôs is in need of wedding coordinators to work 
with couples for their rehearsals and wedding liturgies. 
You are a good candidate for this if you are organized and 
enjoy working with people about to celebrate a very 
important moment of their lives. Coordinators choose 
their scheduled weddings, and the time commitment per 
wedding includes the evening before, several hours on the 
wedding day and time spent communicating with the 
bride and groom in the weeks prior to the ceremony. 
Training and materials are provided. If you are interested 
or have further questions, please contact Lisa Amos at 
651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

Shepherd the Way  

You can make a gift to the Shepherd the Way capital 

campaign two waysðcompleting the pledge card and 

mailing it to the school or on-line at 

www.shepherdtheway.com. Your gift to the campaign is 

tax deductible (to the amount allowed by law) and can be 

made as a three-year pledge or a one-time gift. You can 

double or triple your gift by taking advantage of your 

employer matching gift program. The goal of the 

Shepherd the Way capital campaign is to finish the 

founding of Faithful Shepherd Catholic School by raising 

$2.5 million dollars to reduce the debt on the building and 

invest in technology. Your help is needed to reach the 

goal and your prayerful consideration is greatly 

appreciated. 

A Memorial Day Suggestion 

May we suggest a gift to the Historic Church Memorial 

Fund as a ñreminiscenceò gift for someone special. Cards 

are available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space, the Historic Church, and the parish office. 
 

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots 
In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 

We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you want 

any further information, please call the parish office at 

651.452.4550. 

 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 

May 25, at 10:45 a.m. in the Historic Church. 

Immediately following we will congregate at St. Peterôs 

Cemetery for a flag-raising ceremony. 

 

The parish office will be closed on 

Monday, May 25, in observance of 

Memorial Day. Have a safe, fun-filled 

holiday weekend! 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 
Thank you to all who have responded! If 

you havenôt done so yet, please help us 

reach our goal. Gifts of ten or twenty dollars 

are not too small to help those who benefit 

from Appeal funds. 
 

May is our month to stock Neighbors 

Food Shelf. Each of the member parishes in 

this area is assigned to a month. Although 

we collect and deliver food to them all year, 

May is the time when they especially 

depend on us. Your donations of 

nonperishable items are very welcome and can be 

dropped off in the appropriately marked boxes at the 

office entrance or the coat room in the Gathering Space. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
A total of 39 donors were signed up and 4 walk-ins came 

to the blood drive. 

 

Two donors (new to St. Peterôs) volunteered to work on 

the next blood drive in October 2009. 

 

Free massages were given until 4 p.m. A sincere THANK 

YOU to all the donors who made the St. Peterôs blood 

drive a success! 

Readings for the 

Week of May 17 

Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-

10/Jn 15:9-17 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26---16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22---18:1/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20 

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: Ascension of the Lord: Acts 1:1-11/ 

Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11

-13/Mk 16:15-20 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 5/4-5/10/09 ......................... $14,750 

Actual for the period of 5/4-5/10/09 ...................... $10,477 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $872,970 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $808,748 

Archdiocesan Marriage Day 

All couples celebrating silver and golden anniversaries in 

the 2009 calendar year are invited to join Most Reverend 

John C. Nienstedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis on 

Saturday, June 13, at the Cathedral of St. Paul at 10 

a.m. for Mass, renewal of vows, and a short reception. 

Couples married over 50 years will also be honored and 

are invited to attend. Families and friends of honored 

couples welcome! For more information, call 

651.291.4488 or visit their website: www.archspm.org/

family. 
~Sponsored by the Archdiocesan 

Office for Marriage, Family and Life 

Concert to Benefit 

Neighbors Food Shelf 

Organist Gerrit Willem Lamain will present a musical 

memorial tribute to our men and women who paid the 

supreme sacrifice on the altar of freedom. 
 

The concert, to be presented on Sunday, May 24, at 7 

p.m. at St. Stephenôs Lutheran Church, 1575 Charlton, 

West St. Paul will benefit the Neighbors Food Shelf. 
 

The varied program will consist of compositions by 

Walford Davies, Jean Sibelius, John Williams, Jean 

Langlais, Richard Purvis, and Jan Zwart. 
 

In addition to the musical offerings, visual images of 

various U. S. Military Service Cemeteries, as well as 

related personal stories by Gerrit, a survivor of the 

Second World War, in Holland, will make this a most 

unusual and memorable experience. 
 

A coffee social in the Fellowship Hall will follow the 

concert. 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Gerard Abbott (son of JoAnn 

Zuccaro). We pray through faith that he is 

enjoying everlasting life. 
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Monday, May 18 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, May 19 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 11 am-12 Noon 

  Mobile Meals 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, May 20 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team, 

   Conference Room I 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 
 

Thursday, May 21 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, May 22 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, May 23 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 2 pm Mahin/Stuart Wedding, MC 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Refreshments and Cookies 
  

Sunday, May 24ðAscension of the Lord 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 After Masses: 

   Refreshments and Donuts 

 12:30 pm Baptism, Main Church 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Committee Contacts 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 
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History Corner 

From the Program for the Restoration of the 
Historic Church: 
1853  1978  

Dedication Ceremony  

Of the  

Restored Old Church of St. Peter  

Mendota, Minnesota  
 

Sunday  

September 24, 1978  

1:30 p.m.  
 

PROGRAMME 
 

ñMankind was never so happily inspired 
as when it built a cathedral.ò 

 

SalutationsðJoseph La Buda 
Henry Sibley Band in Concert 
Arrival of Jonathan Padelford 
Promenade of honored guests 

Fort Snelling Fife and Drum Corps 
Presentation of Colors 

 

Invocation of Welcome .................... Father Michael Arms 
 

ñFor Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.ò 

 

Founding of Fort Snelling ................Mr. Axel Von Bergen 
History of Mendota ............................. Mr. Russell Fridley 
The Early Church ............................. The Honorable Judge 
  Robert J. Sheran 
Launching of the Restoration ............ Father John T. Bauer 
Fund Drive ........................................... Mr. Reuel Harmon 
Benediction ......................................... The Most Reverend 
  John R. Roach 
 

ñThou art Peter and upon this rock 
I will build My Church.ò 

 

Viewing of Restored Old Church of St. Peter 
Ice Cream Social 

Heritage Hall 

St Peterôs Council of Catholic Women will host their 

Annual end-of-year Mass and dinner on Wednesday, June 

17. Election of officers at 5:45 p.m. with  Mass at 6 p.m. 

Salad Supper will follow in Heritage Center. At 7 p.m. 

Karen Olson, a science educator and author, will address 

how we as Christians respond to one of our planetôs most 

compelling problems, the dwindling supply of fresh 

water, ñCelebration of Creation.ò 

 

There is no charge, but a free-will offering will be 

donated to St. Peterôs families in need. Please make your 

reservation by calling Judy Orchard at 651.456.9561. 

 

The nominating committee submits the following 

nominees for the CCW officers for 2009-2010. 

 

 Presidentééééééé..Nancy Stanton 

 Vice-Presidentééééé.Marge Sullivan 

 Secretaryééééééé..Lou Ann Kirch 

 Treasurerééééééé..Pat Peterson 

 

Additional nominations may be made by contacting Judy 

Orchard at 651.456.9561. 

Council of Catholic Women 

End-of-the-Year 

Mass/Dinner/Speaker 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, May 18 - ÀJohn McQuillan 

 Tuesday, May 19 - ÀFr. Thomas Conroy 

 Wednesday, May 20 - ÀCharles & ÀDonald Gerner 

 Thursday, May 21 - ÀFr. Edward Grzeskowiak 

 Friday, May 22 - ÀMartin Erickson 

 Saturday, May 23 - ÀHeidi Rensink 

 Sunday, May 24 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 

  - 11 a.m. - ÀRobert Fontecha 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
Julie Mahin and Brian Stuart 

Second Proclamation 
Allen Glynn and Jennifer Phelus 

New Parish Directory 

An updated parish directory will be available in the fall 

for all registered parishioners. No photos will be included 

at this time. It will include last name, head of household 

and spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  


