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From the Pastorõs Desk 

T his year Memorial Day is coming upon me more 

quickly than it seemed to last year. Werenôt we just 

waiting for the leaves to come out? Yet this is whatôs 

come to be seen as the big kickoff of a season of 

relaxation. So many of us associate Memorial Day with 

the beginning of summer, itôs possible to lose sight of the 

reason for its existence. It is a day for honoring people 

who have died. But whom do we honor?  Which people 

who have died? I had long believed that Memorial Day 

was a day to remember all of those who have diedðakin 

to All Souls Day, which we observe on November 2 by 

praying for all the dead. While it certainly is a good thing 

to remember all who have died, that is not the purpose of 

Memorial Day. 

 

This is what the website of the United States Department 

of Veterans Affairs says about Memorial Day: ñThree 

years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the head 

of an organization of Union veteransðthe Grand Army of 

the Republic (GAR)ðestablished Decoration Day as a 

time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead 

with flowers. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan declared that 

Decoration Day should be observed on May 30. It is 

believed that date was chosen because flowers would be 

in bloom all over the country. The first large observance 

was held that year at Arlington National Cemetery, across 

the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. é By the end 

of the 19th century, Memorial Day ceremonies were being 

held on May 30 throughout the nation. State legislatures 

passed proclamations designating the day, and the Army 

and Navy adopted regulations for proper observance at 

their facilities. It was not until after World War I, 

however, that the day was expanded to honor those who 

have died in all American wars. In 1971, Memorial Day 

was declared a national holiday by an act of Congress, 

though it is still often called Decoration Day.ò It was then 

moved, as you might know, to the last Monday in May. 

So we really do, on that day, honor those who died 

serving the country. 

 

Those who have died in war helped to preserve our 

freedom. Once I heard a speech in which someone stated 

that concept imprecisely, remarking that they gave us our 

freedom. I have been considering the difference between 

the idea that those who serve in the military help preserve 

our freedom and the notion that soldiers are the source of 

our freedom. My mind has gone to the Declaration of 

Independence. Dated July 4, 1776, that document begins  

 

 
~cont. in column 2 

 

in this way: ñWhen in the Course of human Events, it 

becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political 

Bands which have connected them with another, and to 

assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and 

equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's 

God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of 

Mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the Separation. We hold these Truths 

to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit 

of HappinessðThat to secure these Rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from 

the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 

new Government, laying its Foundation on such 

Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to 

them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 

Happiness.ò 

 

Did you notice the references to God in the Declaration of 

Independence? The signers are here claiming that when it 

becomes necessary for people to break away from another 

people, ñthe Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 

themò to assume a separate and equal station among the 

powers of the earth. They also claim that it is self-evident 

ñthat all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happinesséò 

Isnôt that marvelous? From its founding, our nation has 

seen the rights we enjoy as coming directly from God, 

and that governments are formed ñto secure these Rights.ò 

I am grateful to the members of our Armed Forces who 

died in the interest of securing the rights we have received 

from God. 

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated 

on Monday, May 25, at 10:45 a.m. in 

the Historic Church . Immediately 

following we will congregate at St. 

Peterôs Cemetery for a flag-raising 

ceremony. 

 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, May 25, 

in observance of Memorial Day. Have a safe, fun-filled 

holiday weekend! 

Memorial Day Mass 



Social Justice Thought 

Our Christian faith calls us to bring together the biblical 

mandate to care for the ñgardenò (Gn 1:28-30) and also to 

care ñfor the least of theseò (Mt 25). 
 

~Bishop William S. Skylstad of Spokane 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Growing Through Loss 
We are looking for two compassionate parishioners to 

represent St Peterôs in the Growing Through Loss 

coalition. The time commitment for this ministry is 

relatively small, but the rewards are large. 

Representatives must be present for four evening coalition 

meetings per year and assist at the fall and spring series 

meetings. For more information, please contact Lisa 

Amos at  651.905.4304 or  emai l  lamos 

@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Separated and Divorced Catholics 
We are looking for two compassionate parishioners to 

represent St Peterôs in the Separated and Divorced 

Catholics coalition. The time commitment for this 

ministry is relatively small, but the rewards are large. 

Representatives must be present for four evening coalition 

meetings per year and assist at some Monday evening 

events. For more information, please contact Lisa Amos 

at 651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

RCIA News Past and Present 
Are you a current or former RCIA participant? We would 

like to celebrate the anniversary of your Initiation or 

Reception into Full Communion with a pot-luck lunch 

after the 11:00 Mass on Sunday, May 31. We invite you 

and your friends and family to join St. Peterôs staff 

members, RCIA catechists and other participants for an 

afternoon of fellowship. This is a great opportunity to 

catch up with old friends and make new ones. Please let 

us know if we may expect you by Wednesday, May 27, 

by contacting Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email  

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

RCIA Catechists Needed 
One way to answer our baptismal call is to reach out to 

those seeking to learn more about our Catholic faith. If 

you enjoy bringing the message of Christ to others please 

consider joining our terrific RCIA team. Training, 

materials and ongoing support from the pastoral associate 

are provided. The schedule is flexible but a commitment 

of one year is appreciated. If you are interested or have 

further questions, please contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Guatemala Outreach Team 
The Guatemala Outreach Team will meet following the 9 

a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 31, in Heritage Center. 

Anyone interested in traveling or joining the team which 

serves communities in San Pedro and San Jose, 

Guatemala are welcome for a visit over coffee! 

A Memorial Day Suggestion 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

May we suggest a gift to the Historic Church Memorial 

Fund as a ñreminiscenceò gift for someone special. Cards 

are available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space, the Historic Church, and the parish office. 
 

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots 
In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 

We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you want 

any further information, please call the parish office at 

651.452.4550. 

Weekend Hospitality Thank You! 

Thank you to all individuals, families, and groups that 

served donuts or cookies and coffee after Mass 

throughout the year. You have provided a valuable 

opportunity to welcome guests and build community 

within our parish family. Donuts will be back again in the 

fall! 

Readings for the 

Week of May 24 

Sunday: Ascension of the Lord: Acts 1:1-11/ Eph 

1:17-23/Mk 16:15-20 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25 

Next Sunday: Day: Acts 2:1-11/or Gal 5:16-25/Jn 15:26

-27;16:12-15 or Jn 20:19-23 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Catholic Services Appeal 

Thank you to all who have responded! If 

you havenôt done so yet, please help us 

reach our goal. Gifts of ten or twenty dollars 

are not too small to help those who benefit 

from Appeal funds. 
 

May is our month to stock Neighbors 

Food Shelf. Each of the member parishes in 

this area is assigned to a month. Although 

we collect and deliver food to them all year, 

May is the time when they especially 

depend on us. Your donations of 

nonperishable items are very welcome and 

can be dropped off in the appropriately marked boxes at 

the office entrance or the coat room in the Gathering 

Space. 

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 

 

Our sincere thank you for the recent 

generous donation of 217 pounds of 

food items is greatly appreciated. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit 

from these gifts from your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

Thank you from Campaign  

for Human Development 

 

Dear Father Gallatin: 

 

Allow me to extend my heartfelt gratitude to you and the 

parish of St. Peter for your generous donation to the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) of 

$1,199.07. The past year has been filled with financial 

requests to parishes from many groups, both secular and 

religious. This reality does not go unnoticed and makes 

your contribution to this essential anti-poverty work even 

more generous. 

 

Once again, thank you for your support of CCHD! 
 

Blessings, 

Cheryl Peterson 

CCHD Coordinator 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Contribution information was not available when the 

bulletin was printed.  

Archdiocesan Marriage Day 

All couples celebrating silver and golden anniversaries in 

the 2009 calendar year are invited to join Most Reverend 

John C. Nienstedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis on 

Saturday, June 13, at the Cathedral of St. Paul at 10 

a.m. for Mass, renewal of vows, and a short reception. 

Couples married over 50 years will also be honored and 

are invited to attend. Families and friends of honored 

couples welcome! For more information, call 

651.291.4488 or visit their website: www.archspm.org/

family. 
~Sponsored by the Archdiocesan 

Office for Marriage, Family and Life 

Concert to Benefit 

Neighbors Food Shelf 

Organist Gerrit Willem Lamain will present a musical 

memorial tribute to our men and women who paid the 

supreme sacrifice on the altar of freedom. 
 

The concert, to be presented on Sunday, May 24, at 7 

p.m. at St. Stephenôs Lutheran Church, 1575 Charlton, 

West St. Paul will benefit the Neighbors Food Shelf. 
 

The varied program will consist of compositions by 

Walford Davies, Jean Sibelius, John Williams, Jean 

Langlais, Richard Purvis, and Jan Zwart. 
 

In addition to the musical offerings, visual images of 

various U. S. Military Service Cemeteries, as well as 

related personal stories by Gerrit, a survivor of the 

Second World War, in Holland, will make this a most 

unusual and memorable experience. 
 

A coffee social in the Fellowship Hall will follow the 

concert. 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of Charles Kopp and John 
Orme (father of Michael Orme). We pray 

through faith that they are enjoying everlasting life. 
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Monday, May 25 

Memorial Day Observed 

Parish Office Closed 

 10:45 am Mass, Historic Church 

   Ceremony at the cemetery 

   follows Mass 
 

Tuesday, May 26 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, May 27 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy Cenacle, Family Room 
 

Thursday, May 28 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9 am Centering Prayer, Family Room 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, May 29 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:30 am Daily Mass Birthday Celebration, 

   Ravoux Room 
 

Saturday, May 30 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 2 pm Glynn/Phelus Wedding, MC 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Cemetery Information 
  

Sunday, May 31ðPentecost 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 am Baptism, Main Church 

 10 am Guatemala Outreach Team, 

   Heritage Center 

 After Masses: 

   Cemetery Information 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Rob Grady .............................................. 651.493.0087 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 
 Della Miller, 952.432.6957 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Mike Schimek, 651.917.7866 

Legion of Mary 
 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Tom & Mary OôNeill, 651.454.5128  

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 Steve Zahn, 651.695.8565 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Committee Contacts 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 



Ascension of the Lord Page 6 

History Corner 

Financial Report of 1906 
Debit: 
To balance on hand $535.71 
 Pew Rents 769.08 
 Plate Collections 183.00 
 Collection for Seminary 72.25 
  Orphans 53.00 
  Holy Father 32.00 
  Holy Land 5.82 
  Propagation of  Faith 28.15 
 Proc. Of Festiv. 177.35 
 Fuel Col.  48.80 
 Other Sources 226.75 
 Grave Yard 86.00 
 

   $2217.91 
 

 Bills Unpaid $483.95 
 Due to Clergy $400.00 
Credit: 
 By Salary of Pastor $400.00 
  Sexton 305.83 
 Repairs on Church 10.00 
 Residence 10.00 
 Organist  100.00 
 House Furniture 40.00 
 Church Furniture 210.00 
 Wine, candles and Oil 25.00 
 Insurance  7.50 
 Cathedraticum 60.00 
 Seminary  70.00 
 Orphans  60.00 
 Holy Father 32.00 
 Holy Land 5.82 
 Diocesan Missions 28.15 
 Incidental Expenses 289.70 
 Crib  36.19 
 Lumber  39.60 
 Cash on Hand 357.46 
 

   $2217.91 
 

 Due on Pew Rents $850.16 
 Note  60.00 

St Peterôs Council of Catholic Women will host their 

Annual end-of-year Mass and dinner on Wednesday, June 

17. Election of officers at 5:45 p.m. with  Mass at 6 p.m. 

Salad Supper will follow in Heritage Center. At 7 p.m. 

Karen Olson, a science educator and author, will address 

how we as Christians respond to one of our planetôs most 

compelling problems, the dwindling supply of fresh 

water, ñCelebration of Creation.ò 

 

There is no charge, but a free-will offering will be 

donated to St. Peterôs families in need. Please make your 

reservation by calling Judy Orchard at 651.456.9561 or 

watch for the flyer in next weekendôs bulletin. 

 

The nominating committee submits the following 

nominees for the CCW officers for 2009-2010: 

 

 Presidentééééééé..Nancy Stanton 

 Vice-Presidentééééé.Marge Sullivan 

 Secretaryééééééé..Lou Ann Kirch 

 Treasurerééééééé..Pat Peterson 

 

Additional nominations may be made by contacting Judy 

Orchard at 651.456.9561 no later than Sunday, May 31. 

Council of Catholic Women 

End-of-the-Year 

Mass/Dinner/Speaker 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by the 

priest at Mass:  

 Monday, May 25 - ÀJames Ecker 

 Tuesday, May 26 - ÀChing Sui 

 Wednesday, May 27 - ÀSherman Isham 

 Thursday, May 28 - Living/Deceased 

  Steve & Mary Lauinger Family Members 

 Friday, May 29 - ÀJoseph Gangl 

 Saturday, May 30 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, May 31 - 9 a.m. - ÀTed Goers 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
Allen Glynn and Jennifer Phelus 

First Proclamation 
Joseph Heinsch and Michelle Sayre 

New Parish Directory 

An updated parish directory will be available in the fall 

for all registered parishioners. No photos will be included 

at this time. It will include last name, head of household 

and spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  


