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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

This Sunday we return to Gospel readings that are drawn from 

the Gospel according to Mark after spending a long time 

moving through the tremendously important sixth chapter of the 

Gospel of John. I hope you recall the sadness of Jesus, who 

watched as most of his disciples abandoned him and went back 

to their old way of life when they realized they could not accept 

his teaching of the Bread of Life. He wants all people to accept 

him  and trust what he reveals, precisely because it is he who 

reveals it, and he is worthy of trust. 

 

And so we see that it is possible to walk away from Christ and 

his Church, to break the bonds of communion that unite us to 

him and to each other. He will not prevent us from abandoning 

him. As so many of you know, the Second Vatican Councilð

those monumental meetings of the worldôs Catholic bishopsð

took place in four sessions in the autumns of 1962, 1963, 1964, 

and 1965. I suppose most people would think the main point of 

Vatican II had something to do with the liturgy. The bishops of 

the Catholic Church believe differently. They have said (in 

1985) that one of the main ideas found in the documents of 

Vatican II is that of an ecclesiology of communion, an 

understanding of the Church relating to fellowship or union.  

 

Usually the word ñcommunionò brings our minds to the 

reception of the sacrament of the Eucharist. But here, 

communion refers to what unites us to Jesus Christ and his 

Church. In his encyclical letter on the Eucharist a few years 

ago, Pope John Paul II uses the concept of bonds to illustrate 

our communion. He says that the Church must promote 

communion with the Triune God and communion among the 

faithful. The late Holy Father states: 

ñThe celebration of the Eucharist écannot be the 

starting-point for communion; it presupposes that 

communion already exists, a communion which it 

seeks to consolidate and bring to perfection. The 

sacrament is an expression of this bond of communion 

both in its invisible dimension, which, in Christ and 

through the working of the Holy Spirit, unites us to the 

Father and among ourselves, and in its visible 

dimension, which entails communion in the teaching 

of the Apostles, in the sacraments and in the Church's 

hierarchical order. The profound relationship between 

the invisible and the visible elements of ecclesial 

communion is constitutive of the Church as the 

sacrament of salvation. Only in this context can there 

be a legitimate celebration of the Eucharist and true 

participation in it. Consequently it is an intrinsic 

requirement of the Eucharist that it should be 

celebrated in communion, and specifically maintaining 

the various bonds of that communion intactò (Ecclesia 

de Eucharistia, 35).  

In other words, the Eucharist expresses a communion that has 

both an invisible dimension (which unites us to the Father and 

unites us among ourselves) and a visible dimension (which 

unites us in the teaching of the apostles, the sacraments, and the 

hierarchical order of the Church). And itôs very important that  

 

~cont. in column 2 

we keep those bonds of communion intact. Invisible 

communion is about each individual person remaining in the 

state of grace, so that anyone conscious of a grave sin must 

receive the sacrament of Reconciliation before receiving the 

Eucharist. 

 

The other way we maintain our connection to Jesus and his 

Church, the visible bonds of communion, is something we must 

not forget, either. The same encyclical says visible ecclesial 

communion is expressed in a series of bonds listed in Vatican 

IIôs Dogmatic Constitution on the Church: ñThey are fully 

incorporated into the society of the Church who, possessing the 

Spirit of Christ, accept her whole structure and all the means of 

salvation established within her, and within her visible 

framework are united to Christ, who governs her through the 

Supreme Pontiff and the bishops, by the bonds of profession of 

faith, the sacraments, ecclesiastical government and 

communion.ò I hope this is something you will remember, 

especially the idea of the means of salvation established within 

the Church. I also hope you will remember that the bishops at 

the Second Vatican Council stated clearly that Christ governs 

the Church ñby the bonds of profession of faith, the sacraments, 

ecclesiastical government and communion.ò Knowing that 

makes it imperative that we be able to say with St. Peter, ñLord, 

to whom shall we go? You have the words of everlasting life?ò 

Apart from Jesus, we have nothing. 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Do you receive 

The Catholic Spirit? 

The Catholic Spirit is the official newspaper of the Archdiocese 

of St. Paul and Minneapolis. If you do not currently receive this 

publication, and would like to be added to the distribution list 

or have any questions, please contact Darlene at 651.905.4302 

or email dolson@stpetersmendota.org and you will be added to 

the parish list. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Archbishopõs Annual Mass for 

Persons with DisAbilities 

The Archbishopôs Annual Mass for Persons with DisAbilities is 

set for Sunday, September 13, at 3 p.m. in St. Maryôs Chapel at 

the St. Paul Seminary. This special Mass, hosted by the St. Paul 

Seminary begins at 2:30 p.m. with a sing-along. Bishop Lee 

Pich® will celebrate the Mass and confer the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. All are invited and welcome. Please call Deacon 

Sean and Joan Curtan at 651.291.4543 or email 

curtans@archspm.org for more information.  

~Sponsored by Office for Marriage, Family and Life 

Outreach for Persons with DisAbilities 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Itôs in the bag! 
Please join us in putting an end to hunger by picking up a 
reusable shopping bag in the gathering space or the office 
entrance and bringing it back filled with groceries. Inside 
each bag is a list of food shelf needs and directions for the 
use of the bag.  
 

ñFor I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and 
you welcomed me.ò (Matthew 25:35) 
 

Questions? Please contact Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 
Guatemala Mission Team 
The Guatemala Mission Team is looking for talented 
artists, business owners, or parishioners from our parish 
who would like to donate to a Dinner & Silent Auction 
event at St. Peterôs Church to be held in November. We 
need special items, art work, vacation location or services 
to help make our event a success. We need your 
generosity to make it possible to continue work on a clean 
water project in Guatemala! 
  

Please contact Debby Grittner 651.456.5878 with 
questions or about donations. All proceeds benefit Our 
Lady of the Rosary Parish in San Pedro, Guatemala 
 
NEW! Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Share your love of knitting or crocheting with other like-
minded individuals who wish to use their gift to reach out 
to members of our parish in need of comfort and solace!  
Although we usually get together the first Sunday of 
every month from 2-3 p.m., we will be meeting the 
second Sunday of September due to Labor Day. We will 
meet in the Family Room. Please enter through the Main 
Church doors. Patterns and yarn will be available or you 
may bring your own. Those who wish to create shawls 
from home are also welcome. To join this ministry please 
contact Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 

An Interdenominational Coalition 
of South Suburban Churches 

presents the first in a four-week series: 
Growing Through Loss  

Bob Bartlett, MA, LMFT 
Bob will speak on ñGrief: Result of Love & LiveðBetter to 

Have Loved and Losté.ò 

Thursday, September 10 
Easter Lutheran Church by the Lake 

4545 Pilot Knob Road, Eagan 
Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 
Freewill Offering 

 

This program is offered to any adult experiencing a loss 
or major crisis and to Pastoral Ministers; i.e., 
BeFrienders, Stephen Ministers and Samaritan Ministers. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD 

FOR FAITH FORMATION CLASSES FOR THE 2009-

2010 SCHOOL YEAR. 

 

Classes will begin the end of September and we need to 

have all registrations turned in so that we can finish 

planning for the year. Please contact a REFF staff person, 

or pick up a form at the information counter in the 

gathering space OR go to St. Peterôs website for a 

registration form. 

 

Please be aware that we still need teachers at various 

age levels. All volunteer teachers are supplied with 

training, lessons, and total support from the REFF 

staff. Please contact the office if you are interested in 

sharing your faith with the children of our parish. 
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children (LWC) 
LWC will resume on October 4 at the 9:00 and 11:00 Masses. 

You do not need to register your child for this program. All 

children, ages 6 through 12, are invited to join us to share 

Godôs Word in a format designed for children. This is a 

ministry that requires many adult volunteers. We need more 

volunteers at both the 9:00 and 11:00 Masses. It is a very 

enjoyable, rewarding and easy ministry. Please contact Kathy 

Raible at 651.905.4311 for more information or to volunteer 

your time.  

Social Justice Thought 

P romoting moral responsibility and effective 
responses to violent crime, curbing violence in media, 
supporting reasonable restrictions on access to assault 
weapons and handguns, and opposing the use of the death 
penalty are particularly important in light of a growing 
ñculture of violence.ò 

~United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

New Parishioner Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses September 5 and 

6 in the gathering space, or by appointment. For an 

appointment call Lisa Olson at 651.905.4313, or click on 

the ñJoin Usò link on our website at 

www.stpetersmendota.org. 

Blood Pressure Readings 

Blood pressure readings will not be offered the first 

weekend in September due to the Labor Day holiday. 

They will resume the first weekend in October. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

School is just around the corner! School 

supplies are on sale! Please consider buying 

extras for children of families who canôt 

purchase them. We will donate them to 

MOREôs Multicultural School for 

Empowerment as we have done in the past. 

Students need pencils, pens, magic markers, notebooks, 

lined paper, crayons, rulers, etc. Your contributions are 

well-received by the staff at MORE. Boxes for the school 

supplies are located in the Main Church coat room or the 

office entrance. Deadline for bringing in supplies will be 

Sunday, September 13. 

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 
Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 394 pounds of food during 

July and 201 pounds you made to us 

during August. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

Global Solidarity Thank You!  
 

Dear Fr. Gallatin: 

 

I want to acknowledge and thank you for participating in 

the Global Solidarity Sunday Collection taken up in June, 

on the Feast of Corpus Christi. The proceeds from this 

combined collection will go toward supporting the major 

global priorities of the US Catholic Church. 

 

Together we stand in communion with brothers and 

sisters around the globe and offer these gifts in hope of 

furthering the Churchôs pastoral ministry, emergency 

relief and human development efforts. Let us pray that the 

seeds of solidarity we plant today will produce the fruit of 

greater faith, peace, justice and human dignity. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Deacon Mickey Friesen, D.Min. 

Director 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 8/10-8/16/09 ....................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 8/10-8/16/09 ...................... $8,543 

Budget for the period 8/17-8/23/09 ....................... $26,105 

Actual for the period of 8/17-8/23/09 .................... $20,703 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $143,710 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $110,276 

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 

7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18/Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: Col 1:9-14/Lk 5:1-11 

Friday: Col 1:15-20/Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday: Col 1:21-23/Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Readings for the 

Week of August 30 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of Carole Williams and Irme 
Halasz. We pray through faith that they 

are enjoying everlasting life. 

Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation 
Kelly Mutch and J Nicholas Parish 

Womenõs Bible Study 

St. Peterôs Womenôs Bible Study starts up again Tuesday, 

September 29. We meet on Tuesdays from 9:45-11:15 

a.m. in Conference Room I. The study ends mid-May. We 

will again be using Catholic Scripture Study to study The 

Acts of The Apostles.  

 

This is a great opportunity to learn more about the bible 

while connecting with other women. If you are interested 

in joining or getting more information, please contact 

Jennifer Vogel at 651.688.7427, Margaret Brown at 

651.456.5661 or Joan Taylor at 651.688.7818.  
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Monday, August 31 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, September 1 

Loaves & Fishes 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, September 2 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, September 3 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, September 4 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, September 5 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   New Parishioner Registration 
 

Sunday, September 6ð23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 10 am Uganda Mission Team, Heritage Center 

 After Masses: 

   New Parishioner Registration 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

John Vogel, Vice Chair .......................... 651.688.7427 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Secretary .............. 651.454.6325 

Dale Bachmeier ..................................... 651.224.2868 

Kurian Cherucheril ................................ 651.552.8064 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 

James Hoey ............................................ 651.994.7870 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 

 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  

 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 

 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 

 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 

 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 

 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 

 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Legion of Mary 

 Virginia Anderson, 651.454.3680  

Liturgical Environment  

 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  

 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 

 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 

 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 

 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 

 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 

 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 

 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 

 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 

 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 

 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 

 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, August 31 - ÀJim Ecker 

 Tuesday, Sept. 1 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, Sept. 2 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Thursday, Sept. 3 - ÀLem Reynolds 

 Friday, Sept. 4 - For the Sick in the Parish 

 Saturday, Sept. 5 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, Sept. 6 - 9 a.m. - ÀAlfred Zimmerman 

  11 a.m. - ÀPhilomena Partington 

Labor Day Mass 

Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 

September 7, 9 a.m. in the Historic Church. 

The parish office will be closed on Labor 

Day in observance of the holiday. 
 

Have a safe, fun-filled holiday weekend! 



22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 6 

Faithful Shepherd 

Septemberfest 

September 18-20 

Starring Jonny Lang! 
 
Rock the night away at Septemberfest, the premier 
outdoor music festival South of the River. Weôre 
celebrating our sixth year with Grammy award-winning 
rock and blues singer, guitarist and songwriter Jonny 
Lang! Weôre also excited to have Moreland & Arbuckle 
and Root City to warm up the stage and get the crowd 
going. Join us for a night of great music under an open-air 
pavilion. Unleash your inner groupie at summerôs last, 
fallôs first and the óburbsô best annual music festival. 
Gates open at 6 p.m. See you there! 
 
Septemberfest is an annual concert fundraiser for Faithful 
Shepherd Catholic School. The events include fun for the 
whole family. 
 

Family Fun Night Friday, September 18. The 
fun lasts from 5:30-8:30 p.m. with carnival 
games, food and fun for the whole family. 
 

Concert Night Saturday, September 19. 
Adults only. Gates open at 6 p.m. with happy 
hour specials from 6-7 p.m. 
 

Outdoor Mass Sunday, September 20. Mass 
begins at 10 a.m. under the pavilion tent, all are 
welcome. 

 

Buy your tickets at the table in the gathering space after 
Mass, or at SeptemberfestRocks.com. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Liturgical Ministers 

The October 1 through January 31, 2010, schedules will 

be available and distributed by September 10. If you have 

not yet indicated your availability for these months, or no 

longer are interested in serving in this ministry, please 

contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail box  at 

651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Monday, 

August 31, 2009. Thanks! 

 

Letters have been sent to all liturgical ministers regarding 

our new scheduling program and the need for updated 

information. If you did not receive a letter, there are 

additional copies as well as postcards on the information 

counter. Please return to the office as soon as possible. 

Menõs Club Kick-Off Meeting 

The Menôs Club will hold their kick-off meeting in 

Heritage Center from 4 to 6 p.m. on Sunday, September 

13. Hope to see you there! 

Knights of Columbus Pancake 

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus is 

sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast at 

Applebeeôs in Eagan Town Centre on 

Saturday, September 12, from 8 to 10 a.m. 

Cost is $5 per person and children 3 and 

under are free. Pre-sale tickets are available 

by calling Art at 651.452.6779. 

 

After the breakfast you can go to Faithful Shepherd 

School and donate blood in memorial of 9/11 from 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mendotaõs 10

th

 Annual Welcome 

Home Traditional Pow Wowñ

Wacipi 

The Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Community would 

like to welcome you to their 10th Pow Wow. On Friday, 
September 11, they light the fire at 5:05 p.m. with a 
potluck. We are not a contest Pow Wow and do pay a 

small payout. Dancer Registration on Saturday, 
September 12, at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Grand Entry 
Saturday, September 12, at 1 and 7 p.m. Registered 

dancers payout around 7:30. Sunday Dancer Registration 
at 11 a.m. September 13 for the Grand Entry at 1 p.m. 

Mitch Walking Elk will be our MC. Windy Down Wind 
will be the arena director. Head Drum Eugene Red Day /
Anpetu Duta and Co Host Drum Scotty Brown Eyes / 

Oyate Teca. Head male dancer is Wally Ripplinger and 
female Head dancer is Mary So Happy. Open to the 
public! $5 donation for buttons. Feast at 5 p.m. on 

Sunday. Registered dancers payout at 5:30 p.m. Come see 
a live eagle. For more information call 651.452-4141. 
 

NO DRUGS, ALCOHOL, FIREARMS, OR PETS 
Bring lawn chairs. 


