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Saturday 5 pm 
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WEEKDAY MASSES 
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9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

W e are approaching another Halloween in America. 

The day seems to get bigger (and anticipated further in 

advance) every year. Sometimes I hear people say that 

they donôt get as many trick-or-treaters as they once did, 

but that may be due partly to demographic cycles in 

neighborhoods and partly due to the fact that there are 

now many kinds of Halloween celebrations. Retailers 

have discovered in Halloween a real treasure chest of 

opportunity to sell us things we didnôt know we needed. I 

just sit back and marvel at how much money gets spent in 

our day on a holiday that was not especially well known 

only a few decades ago. Some senior citizens recallðas 

one man did for meðthat when they were children they 

never did anything for Halloween. 

 

Since many people of all agesðbut especially young 

peopleðhave a real love for the way they have come to 

celebrate the day, I will not begrudge them their fun. But 

it is wise, I think, to call to mind the fact that the origins 

of Halloween are religiousða fact little known any 

longer. Its name comes from ñAll Hallowsô Eve,ò 

meaning the Eve of All Saints. Yes, the next day, 

November 1, is All Saints Day. From as long ago as the 

4th century Christians have observed a celebration in 

honor of the saints, beginning with the martyrs but 

developing into a feast of all of the saints. In the 800s its 

celebration was fixed on November 1 to draw attention 

away from the Celtic pagan feast of the Druids in Ireland. 

This remains the date of the feast of All Saints in many 

Christian communities, but certainly for the Catholic 

Church. It is one of the five remaining holy days of 

obligation in our Archdiocese, although it is one of the 

three on which the obligation to attend Mass is set aside if 

it falls on Monday or Saturday. This year All Saints Day 

is on Sunday, which is perfect, so that many more people 

than usual will get to experience the richness of the feast 

and to ask for the prayers of the countless men and 

women who have gone before us and now behold the face 

of God in heaven. I hope everyone will make a deep 

association of Halloween with All Saints Day, the real 

reason for popular secular holiday. 

 

The day after All Saints Day is All Souls Day: a day to 

pray for those who have died and are in need of our 

prayers. Now, those who have died and are in heaven 

have no need of our prayers: they are already completely 

united with God and could want for nothing else. Those 

who have died and are in hell are eternally separated from 

God, and our prayers are of no use to them. But Christians 

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

have always prayed for the dead, so there must be some 

point to it. In fact, very late in the Jewish tradition, in the 

last several centuries before Christ, our ancestors in the 

faith began the custom of praying for the dead. Evidence 

of this is found in chapter 12 of 2 Maccabees in the Old 

Testament, in which Judas Maccabeus sends money so 

that a sacrifice could be offered for dead soldiers who had 

sinned: ñ[I]f he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, 

it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in 

death é Thus he made atonement for the dead that they 

might be freed from this sin.ò Our prayers help those who 

are experiencing the period of purification after death, 

which is called purgatory. The souls in that state are being 

purified in order to enter the presence of God. They can 

never slip backward and be separated from God in hell; 

they know that they will brought into union with God in 

heaven. It is for them we pray whenever we pray for the 

dead, and November is an excellent time to do this great 

act of charity. Christian people often dedicate the entire 

month to prayer for those who have died. On Monday, 

November 2, at 7:00 in the evening, we will have a prayer 

service at which we will pray for all from our parish who 

have died in the last year. We will invite their familiesð

even those who live elsewhereðto return to St. Peterôs as 

we pray for their loved ones and for all who have died. 

You are all invited to attend. 

 ~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Remembrance Service 

On Monday, November 2, at 7 p.m. on 

the Feast of All Souls, we will be 

celebrating a Remembrance Service. 

 

This special liturgy is a time to 

remember all of our loved ones who 

have died. We gather to remember 

them in scripture, song and speak their name. We light a 

candle in their memory and celebrate the blessing of their 

lives. Those families who have celebrated the Funeral 

Mass of Christian Burial for a loved one from St. Peterôs 

within the last year will receive a special invitation to this 

Remembrance Service, but all are encouraged to attend. 

 

Following liturgy, we will have hospitality in the Heritage 

Center. Please hold all who have died and their families in 

your prayers during the month of November. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-
centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 
one on Mondays through November from 6-7:30 p.m. at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. For more 
information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 952.435.8102. 
Next in this series: 

Monday, October 26: ñGod Grieves with Youò with 
speaker Paul Gauche 

Monday, November 2: ñLiving Through the 
Calendarò with speaker Joyce Besser 

 

Every Drop Counts! 
The Guatemalan Mission Team invite you for a Buon 
Giorno Dinner on Saturday, November 7, to benefit the 
mission at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish with a clean 
water project. Auction items include a year membership 
at Pool & Yacht, a weekôs stay at a villa in St. Thomas 
Virgin Islands, wine tasting party at Kowalskiôs Wine 
Market and other wonderful items to get for the holidays. 
Reservations following Mass on October 31 and 
November 1. Muchisimas Gracias! 
 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 
Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through March 
22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 
speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 
South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 
651.683.9808. 

Monday, October 26: ñThe New Meò 
Brenda DeMotte, MSW, LICSW 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Welcome to our newest 
RE staff memberðAmy Baker! 
I am excited to welcome our newest religious education 

staff member, Amy Baker. Amy is our new Sunday 

School Coordinator. Amy grew up in Farmington and 

graduated from the University of Minnesota with a degree 

in Fine Arts. She is currently working toward a teaching 

degree. 
 

Amy is a very creative and intelligent woman. Her warm 

spirit will be a wonderful asset to our office. I am certain 

we have chosen the right person to fill this very important 

position and that she will connect with the young children 

to help them come to a better understanding of God. 
 

Please stop by the RE office to welcome Amy; we want 

her to know how happy we are that she has joined St. 

Peterôs staff and we are very excited to have her as part of 

the religious education team. Welcome aboard, Amy! 
 

Kathy Raible 

Director of Religious Education/Faith Formation 

St. Thomas Academy 

Open House 

Sunday, November 1, at 1 p.m. 
Admissions Reception 

949 Mendota Heights Rd. 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120 

To learn more about Saint Thomas Academy, please call 

the admissions office at 651.683.1515 or visit 

www.cadets.com. 

Visitation to Hold Open House 

For Grades 9-12 

Convent of the Visitation Schoolðlocated at 2455 

Visitation Drive in Mendota Heightsðwill hold an Upper 

School Open House on Thursday, October 29, at 7 p.m. 

This informational open house is planned for prospective 

families interested in grades 9-12 at Visitation. For more 

information please contact the admissions office at 

651.683.1707 or visit their website at www.visitation.net. 

 

An overview of the school programs, philosophy and 

curriculum will be presented. Families will also have the 

opportunity to tour the facilities and speak with faculty, 

students, administrators and current parents. Financial 

grant and transportation information will also be 

available. 

 

The Saint Paul Seminary 

Next weekend at all the Masses, a second collection will 
be taken up for The Saint Paul Seminary. With 37 men in 
formation for our Archdiocese, the future is bright for the 
priesthood in our local Church. All funds collected 
through this appeal will directly benefit our seminarians 
through the seminaryôs I Will Give You Shepherds 
campaign. For more information or to make a gift online, 
visit www.saintpaulseminary.org. 

All Night Vigil at Holy Trinity 

The World Apostolate of Fatima, Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis is sponsoring an All Night Vigil of 
reparation and prayer at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
749, 6th Avenue South, South St. Paul. The vigil will 
begin on Friday, November 6, with Mass at 8 p.m. and 
will conclude on Saturday, November 7, with Mass at 4 
p.m. Everyone is invited to attend all or part of this 
devotion. For more information contact Bill at 
952.892.7153. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 10/12-10/18/09 ................... $26,105 

Actual for the period of 10/12-10/18/09 ................ $22,579 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $287,420 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $234,216 

Social Justice Thought 

W e need to support one another as our community of 

faith defends human life and dignity wherever it is 

threatened. We are not fractions, but one family of faith 

fulfilling the mission of Jesus Christ. 
 

~United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Wedding Banns 

First Proclamation 
Angela Cone and Benjamin Traczyk 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

Giving Tree  

Please contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 before November 7/8 

with names of people, yourself or 

others, in need of Christmas gifts from 

the parish Giving Tree. Your help in 

identifying recipients is very important. Thank you! 
 

Santa needs Elves! There are small tasks with limited 

time commitments for adults and young adults, and the 

rewards are huge. Please consider spreading Christmas 

cheer by helping with this very important project. To help 

or for more information, call Carol at 651.453.1345. 

Thanks! 

 

Share the spirit of Christmas 

with a family in need 
Once again, St. Peterôs 

Council of Catholic 

Women is collecting new, 

unwrapped gifts to be sent 

to two churches in the poorest parts of Kentucky. Please 

place your donations of NEW books, toys, clothing, 

sports equipment, and other items in the specially marked 

collection boxes in the coat room. PleaseðNO USED 

ITEMS . Deadline is Wednesday, November 4. Thank 

you!  
 

Donôt forget individually -wrapped Halloween candy to 

share with the poor children of Kentucky. A box for your 

donation is located in the coat room of the Main Church. 

 

World Mission Sunday 
Thank you to all those who participated in 

the celebration of World Mission Sunday 

on October 18 through your prayer and 

financial support! Itôs not too late to 

contribute. Be sure to continue your prayers and sharing 

with our brothers and sisters throughout the world. 

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous donation of 127 

pounds of food you made to us during 

October. 
 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from 

these gifts from your heart. 
 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

Pledge Cards 

At the end of September all families in the parish should 

have received a packet of financial information which 

included the annual parish report, a letter from Fr. 

Gallatin, a giving statement through September 15, 2009, 

a pledge card and electronic contribution giving form. 

 

For those of you who have turned in your pledge cardsð

thank you! If you have not done so yet, we urge you to 

do so as soon as possible as this helps us with budgeting 

decisions.  

 

We would also ask that you consider signing up for 

electronic contributions. Electronic giving is a simple, 

secure process which ensures steady contributions for the 

parish. It eliminates the need for envelopes, requires less 

hours to process and provides the giver with the 

knowledge that their contributions have arrived even if 

they are on vacation. If you have any questions, contact 

Mary in the parish office at 651.905.4307. 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends sincere 

sympathy to the family and friends of 

Frank Burns. We pray through faith 

that he is enjoying everlasting life. 
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Monday, October 26 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, October 27 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 

  Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 

  Conference Room I 

Wednesday, October 28 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 

 4:30 and 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, October 29 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, October 30 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  

Saturday, October 31 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

  Guatemala Pre-Sale Tickets 
 

Sunday, November 1ðSolemnity of All Saints 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School, Lower Level 

 10 am Uganda Team Meeting, Heritage Center 

After Masses: 

  Guatemala Pre-Sale Tickets 

 2 pm Prayer Shawl Meeting, Family Room 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  
 Monday, Oct. 26 - ÀMartin Erickson 
 Tuesday, Oct. 27 - ÀFrances Berscheit 
 Wednesday, Oct. 28 - ÀRalph Schloegl 
 Thursday, Oct. 29 - ÀGeorge Amell 
 Friday, Oct. 30 - ÀDoris & ÀRaymond LeClair 
 Saturday, Oct. 31 - ÀStephanie Skala 
 Sunday, Nov. 1 - 9 a.m. - ÀRay McConnell 
  - 11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Music Ministry 

The music ministry is in need of volunteers willing to 

share their talents and faith with the parish family. As 

always, we need singers to join the ensembles at each 

Mass. We are also particularly interested in finding a 

guitarist or two to play at any of the Masses. Rehearsals 

are held each Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Main Church, 

and childcare is provided (please call ahead with number 

and age of children, so we can arrange appropriate 

activities and space). We rehearse thirty minutes before 

each Mass, as well. Please contact David Dunst for more 

i n f o r ma t i o n  a t  6 5 1 . 9 0 5 . 4 3 2 3  o r  e ma i l 

ddunst@stpetersmendota.org. 

Readings for the 

Week of October 25 

Sunday: Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52 

Monday: Rom 8:12-17/Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25/Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16 

Thursday: Rom 8:31b-39/Lk 13:31-35 

Friday: Rom 9:1-5/Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29/Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Next Sunday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
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Uganda Pig Roast Update 

Thanks to the generosity and participation of over 200 

parishioners and friends, the pig roast for piglets was a 

huge success! A quick re-cap of monies received to 

support the Uganda Mission effort are as follows: 

Pig Roast and Childrenôs Raffle: $4060 

Silent Auction: $2250 

Cash & Carry (of Uganda items) and 

  personal gifts to Fr. John to continue 

  his work at St. Anthonyôs $1788 

Total $8098 

 

Monies raised from the pig roast and silent auction will be 

used for the purchase of 150 piglets and veterinary care, 

and a back door for St. Anthonyôs Church, which has 

been without one since its construction.    

 

Fr. John also received a number of items from 

parishioners to take back to Uganda, including a new 

laptop computer and digital camera for the child 

sponsorship program, a sewing machine, a Sacramentary 

for Mass, a solar cooker, soccer balls, a portable radio/CD 

player, some personal clothing and shoes and a picture of 

the Last Supper. 

 

In an e-mail note to St. Peterôs, Fr. John said:  ñAbundant 

greetings from Uganda especially from me and my 

parishioners. They are very happy and excited about 

getting the piglets. Thank you so much for the sacrifices 

you made during the pig roast which led to the realization 

of this project. I cannot forget the many generous gifts, 

the dinners and . . . support. I cannot thank you enough 

except to keep you in prayers always. May the good Lord 

bless and reward you.ò 

 

The Uganda Mission Team thanks everyone who helped 

make the pig roast and Fr. Johnôs time with St. Peterôs an 

outstanding success!  

 

Daylight 
Savings Time 
ends Sunday, 
November 1,  

2 a.m. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Mass of Thanksgiving in Honor of 

the Founder of Little Sisters 

YOU ARE INVITED 
To attend the Mass of Thanksgiving 

in honor of the canonization of  
St. Jeanne celebrated by Archbishop 
John Nienstedt at the Cathedral of St. 

Paul on Sunday, November 1, at 
2.p.m. 

Reception to follow at St. Paul Hotel. 
Bus shuttle provided. 


