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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

I   am pleased to know that stories from my vacation are 

acceptable for my bulletin articles. Theyôre a lot easier to 

write than the usual fare I offer! They also give you who 

read the stories a little insight into what I think is a good 

time. That might be a little scary to some of you, I realize. 

 

On our first morning waking up in Rome, two of us 

priests who were traveling together set our alarms and 

went out in the dark to catch a bus to St. Peterôs. It 

dropped us off on the far side of the Vatican, so that we 

had to walk through the colonnade and across the Piazza 

San Pietro to get to the metal detectors so that we could 

enter the Basilica. Just after 7:00, we walked up the steps 

and through the center door and the vestibule (seeing 

nearby the doors that are opened only during a Holy 

Year), and we were inside. It had been 14 years since I 

had been in St. Peterôs, and I then remembered just how 

enormous a space is enclosed in stone! 

 

My friend had said maybe we would see a certain Msgr. 

S., who is one of the 20 auditors in the Roman Rotaðthe 

court of appeals in the Churchôs high court. He said 

Monsignor might invite us over for coffee later. ñYeah, 

right,ò I thought to myself, as we walked to the sacristy to 

get ready for Mass. We passed many priests who were 

already celebrating Mass at the dozens of side altars 

around the basilica. After we waited for a while, the two 

of us were led out by an altar boy to the far back area of 

the church, to a side altar dedicated to St. Michael the 

Archangel. There we celebrated Mass. While we were 

leaving the sacristy, my friend spotted none other than 

Msgr. S., whom heôd said we would see. And sure 

enough, he invited us to have coffee in his apartment at 

8:45. I had to stew in my guilt for my earlier skepticism. 

 

We prayed for a while after Mass, and walked around St. 

Peterôs, until it was time for us to head to our coffee 

appointment. We left the secure area and passed some 

saluting Swiss Guards, and walked straight through St. 

Peterôs Square, past the Egyptian obelisk that, in its 

former location, had likely been the last thing St. Peter 

saw as he was being martyred in the year 67. As we 

stepped through the barricades that line St. Peterôs 

Square, we left Vatican City and entered Italy. We walked 

just a hundred yards or so down the broad avenue that 

leads from St. Peterôs to the Tiber River, the Via della 

Concilizione. Number 44 is the second set of apartments 

on the left. It is a huge building that is owned by the  

Vatican even though it is in Italian territoryðone of many 

properties that the Church was allowed to keep in the  
 

~cont. in column 2 

1929 Lateran Treaty that created the State of Vatican 

City. The Church either gives or rents these apartments to 
people who work for the Vatican. My friend rang the 
appropriate doorbell at the front door and waited. 

Nothing. We waited and rang again, and still we received 
no answer. So we went inside the door where the porter 
stood up to greet us. (No one just strolls inside.) He tried 

the bell and had the same result. So we decided to write a 
note for the man we had seen in the basilica only an hour 

and a half before. The porter was getting us some paper 
when Monsignor walked in! He had gone to the store to 
get some items for us to eat with our coffee, namely a bag 

of candy-coated hazelnuts. 
 

We walked through a courtyard and took a small elevator 
up one level to Monsignorôs apartment. The place had the 

possibility of being rather grand. It was almost as close to 
the Vatican as a person could get. It was a front 
apartment, overlooking the avenue that fills with crowds 

on the most important Church occasions. And yet it was 
stuffed with books and memorabilia in every one of its 
many rooms. The kitchen would never pass muster in the 

United States. The gas stove had to be lit with a match. 
The bathtub contained a wooden drying rack where 
certain articles of clothing were hanging. A metal framed 

twin bed was visible in each bedroom on our tour. It was 
surreal, and then the interesting part began! 
 

We drank our coffee and popped hazelnuts at the dining 

room table that was covered with office work Monsignor 
had brought home. (The Italian custom calls for a long 
afternoon break from work, and then a return to the office 

from 3:00 to 7:00 in the evening, so perhaps he did some 
reading in the afternoons.) I wondered whether the large 
manila envelope right next to my cup and saucer 

contained some appeal important to someone somewhere 
in the world. We had to pick our way through the 
conversation: Monsignor knows some English, and he 

made a great effort to communicate. My friend knows 
some Italian, and I know none. It was fun, but a little 

tiring. And then came the show-and-tell. Monsignor, 
when he was young, knew Sister Pasqualina Lehnert, the 
friend and assistant of Pope Pius XII. She gave Msgr. S. 

the white simar of the Holy Father (some might think of it 
as a white cassock). It was hanging in a hallway 
wardrobe, and I took a picture of it. He also showed us 

the shoes of Pope Pius, as well as a black cassock with 
red trim that belonged to him when he was Cardinal 
Eugenio Pacelli. Monsignor pulled out of the garmentôs 

pocket a newspaper clipping from 1939. I suppose the 
future pope stuck it in his pocket one day, and then never 
wore the black cassock again after he was elected Pope 

Pius XII and began to exhibit a distinct preference for 
white. This is one adventure that wouldnôt have been part 
of a bus tour! 

 ~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 
Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through March 
22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 
speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 
South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 
651.683.9808. 

Monday, November 9: ñFinancial Issues in Divorceò 
Amy Wolff, CFP®, CDFA 

Monday, November 16: ñDivorce and the Catholic 
Church,ò Fr. Terry Weber 

 
Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-
centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 
one on Mondays through November from 6-7:30 p.m. at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. For more 
information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 952.435.8102. 
Next in this series: 

Monday, November 9: ñPast, Present, Futureò with 
speaker Claire Cassell 

Monday, November 16: ñReaching Out to Othersò 

with speakers Erik & Stacey Feig 

SPY (St. Peter’s Youth) 

High School Youth Group 
Our new High School Youth Group will hold its next 

meeting on Sunday evening, November 15, at 6:30 in the 

Ravoux Room (Old Worship Space). Our meetings have 

been a great opportunity for youth to get together and 

share in their faith and have fun together. From 6:30-7:30 

we discuss how that weekôs Gospel relates to our lives. 

From 7:30-8:30, we gather in the youth room downstairs 

for social time; talking, playing ping-pong, shooting pool, 

playing video games, etcé   All high school youth in the 

parish are invited to join us, and are welcome to bring a 

friend if interested. 

 

SPY Ministry Information on Twitter! 
Are you on Twitter? SPY Ministry is! If you have a 

Twitter account, just follow the handle ñSPYMinistryò 

for updates on youth group events, Wednesday night RE 

classes, Workcamp, Week of Hope, and more! You can 

also link to our Twitter page from the homepage of 

www.spyministry.com. 

 

Parental Information NightðñUnderstanding 
Teensò 
On Wednesday night, November 18, there will be a 

presentation for parents in Heritage Center on 

ñUnderstanding Teensò by Ed Overell. We will discuss 

ñwhat happensò to our kids as they progress into and 

through their teenage years. Discussion will include: 
 

* Information about teenage brain chemistry and 

hormones (why is my sweet child acting ñthis 

wayò?) 

 
~cont. in column 2 

 

* Understanding the ways our kids are affected by 

media and technology 
 

* How is it different being a teen now than 10, 15, 

or 20 years ago? 
 

The presentation and discussion will be from 6:30-7:30 in 

Heritage Center, during that evenings religious education 

classes. Any and all parents are welcome to attend, 

regardless of whether your child attends RE. You are 

welcome to bring any friends who you think would be 

interested, regardless of whether they are parishioners or 

not. For more information, please call Ed Overell at 

651.905.4312. 
 

Workcamp and Week of Hope in 2010 
Registration is now open for both of our summer mission 

trip opportunities for youth: Workcamp (senior high) and 

Week of Hope (junior high).  

 Workcamp: July 23-31, 2010, in Centralia, Illinois 

Workcamp is open to all parish youth who are in 

at least 9th grade as of the 2009-10 school year.  

 Week of Hope: June 27-July 2, 2010, in Minneapolis 

Week of Hope is open to all parish youth who are 

in at least 6th grade as of the 2009-10 school year. 

Registration for either trip requires a deposit of $200. For 

more information, contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312, or 

go to www.spyministry.org. 

SPY, cont. Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Grade 2 Reconciliation Program:  Parent 

Reconciliation Session II 
On Tuesday, November 10, we will have our second 

parent session for those who have children in the 

Reconciliation Program. We will meet at 6:30 p.m. in 

Heritage Center. Please remember that the grade 2 

children do not go to class on Wednesday, November 

11, instead they will accompany you on Tuesday. 

Children will go to their classrooms while the parent goes 

to Heritage Center. 

 

I need a copy of the your childôs baptismal certificate if 

he/she was not baptized at St. Peterôs. Please bring to the 

parent session if you have not already submitted it to me. 

Kathy Raible, 651.905.4311 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 10/26-11/1/09 ..................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 10/26-11/1/09 .................. $12,831 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $314,620 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $255,137 

Social Justice Thought 

A  more just world will likely be a more peaceful 

world, a world less vulnerable to terrorism and other 

violence. 
 

 

~United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
Angela Cone and Benjamin Traczyk 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Giving Tree 
The deadline for identifying Giving 

Tree recipients is this weekend. The 

Giving Tree will be put up this week 

and next weekend you will be able to 

choose dolls for purchasing gifts. You will have three 

weeks for purchasing the gifts. All gifts need to be in no 

later than Sunday, December 6, before  10 a.m. Other 

helpers are also needed. The more the merrier! There are 

small tasks with limited time commitments for adults and 

young adults, and the rewards are huge! Please consider 

spreading Christmas cheer by helping with this very 

important project. To help or for more information, call 

Carol at 651.453.1345. Thanks! 
* * * * * * * 

New white socksðmens and womensðare urgently 

needed for the homeless and are being collected for 

Listening House distribution. A box is located in the new 

church coat room for your donation. 

 

The Saint Paul Seminary 
Thank you to all who have been so generous in 

supporting The Saint Paul Seminary and our work of 

priestly formation. Please continue to pray for our men as 

they respond to Godôs call in their lives, and feel free to 

visit us for any of our daily Masses, held each weekday at 

11:35. Our doors are always open to you!  
 

In Christ, 

Monsignor Aloysius R. Callaghan, Rector 

Fr. Michael OôConnell will speak at St. Edwardôs Church 

on the relationship of forgiveness to spiritual growth and 

sobriety on Tuesday, November 17, at 7 p.m. No charge, 

but kindly pre-register by calling 952.835.7101 or email 

kklis@stedwardschurch.org. 

If a three-hour commitment every week is too much for 

your schedule, consider joining the choir for the 

Christmas liturgies. Weôd love to have you join us in 

celebrating the Nativity of the Lord, and singing at the 

four Masses celebrated over the course of the 24th and 

25th of December. If youôd be willing to sing at one or 

two of these very special celebrations, please join us in 

rehearsing each Wednesday for just the next couple 

months, at 7 p.m., as we prepare Christmas repertoire (no 

rehearsal Wednesday, November 25). Rehearsals end 

around 8:30 p.m., and take place in the Main Church. 

Music Ministry 

Council of Catholic Women 

Board Meeting 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, November 11, 1:30 p.m. in Conference 

Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 

Forgiveness is Freedom; 

Withholding of Forgiveness is 

Perpetual Bondage 

Lector Workbooks Now 

Available! 

Lector workbooks for the coming year are now available 

for pickup in the Family Room. Lectors, please check off 

your name when you pick up a book. Thanks! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Archbishop Nienstedt to 

Celebrate Mass at St. Peter’s 

The Most Rev. John C. Nienstedt, Archbishop of St. Paul 

and Minneapolis, will celebrate Mass at 5 p.m. on 

Saturday, November 21, in the Main Church. Watch the 

bulletin for more information! 
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Monday, November 9 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, November 10 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 

  Conference Room I 

 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 

 6:30 pm Reconciliation Parent Session 
 

Wednesday, November 11 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 

 1:30 pm CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room I 

 4:30 and 6:30 pm 

   ESR 

 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 

 7:30 pm Community Caring for Life Meeting, 

   Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, November 12 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 

 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 

 7 pm Finance Meeting, Conference Room I 
 

Friday, November 13 

 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  

Saturday, November 14 

 9 and 10:30 am 

   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 

 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 

 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass, Main Church 

 6 pm Peruvian Dinner 
 

Sunday, November 15ð33rd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 

   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am LWC 

 9 am Sunday School, Lower Level 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, Nov. 9 - ÀFrank Burns 

 Tuesday, Nov. 10 - ÀJoseph & ÀLillian Fee 

 Wednesday, Nov 11 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Friday, Nov. 13 - ÀGladyce Olsen 

 Saturday, Nov. 14 - ÀAnna Maurer 

 Sunday, Nov. 15- 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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Readings for the 

Week of November 8 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-

44 or 12:41-44 

Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/

Jn 2:13-22 

Tuesday: Wis 2:23---3:9/Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11/Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Wis 7:22b---8:1/Lk 17:20-25 

Friday:  Wis 13:1-9/Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Lk 18:1-8 

Next Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-

32 
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Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus Council is 

sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast at Applebeeôs 

Restaurant in Eagan Town Centre on 

Saturday, November 21, from 8 to 10 a.m. 

Cost is $5 per person and children three and 

under are free. Menu is eggs, sausage, 

beverage and all the pancakes you can eat. 

 

After breakfast stop by Faithful Shepherd School for their 

Holiday Boutique!  

Knights of Columbus 

Pancake Breakfast 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops Announcement 

The U.S. bishopsô conference has concluded that all 
committee approved bills are seriously deficient on the 
issues of abortion and conscience, and do not provide 
adequate access to health care for immigrants and the 
poor. The bills will have to change or the bishops have 
pledged to oppose them. 
 
Our nation is at a crossroads. Policies adopted in health 
care reform will have an impact for good or ill for years 
to come. None of the bills retains longstanding current 
policies against abortion funding or abortion coverage 
mandates, and none fully protects conscience rights in 
health care. As the U.S. bishopsô letter of October 8 
states: ñNo one should be required to pay for or 
participate in abortion. It is essential that the legislation 
clearly apply to this new program longstanding and 
widely supported federal restrictions on abortion funding 
and mandates, and protections for rights of conscience. 
No current bill meets this testé. If acceptable language in 
these areas cannot be found, we will have to oppose the 
health care bill vigorously.ò For the full text of this letter 
and more information on proposed legislation and the 
bishopsô advocacy for authentic health care reform, visit: 
www.usccb.org/healthcare. Congressional leaders are 
attempting to put together final bills for floor 
consideration. Please contact your Representative and 
Senators today and urge them to fix these bills with the 
pro-life amendments noted below. Otherwise much 
needed health care reform will have to be opposed. Health 
care reform should be about saving lives, not destroying 
them. ACTION: Contact Members through e-mail, phone 
calls or FAX letters. 

* To send a pre-written, instant e-mail to 

Congress go to www.usccb.org/action. 
* Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 
202.224.3121, or call your Membersô local offices. 

* Full contact info can be found on Membersô web 
sites at www.house.gov and www.senate.gov. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Information about Pope Benedict 

XVI’s Encyclical on Catholic 

Social Teaching 

What does Pope Benedict the XVIôs recently published 

encyclical titled Caritas in Veritae, Love in Truth, mean 

for Catholics? Prof. Bernie Brady, chair of the University 

of St. Thomasô Theology Department will speak about the 

encyclical and answer your questions at St. John 

Neumann on Monday, November 16, from 7-9 p.m. in the 

Social Hall. St. Peterôs parishioners are invited and 

encouraged to attend. 


