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OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
God’s gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

 

I  tôs funny, isnôt it, how difficult it is to consider 
somebody to be just ñthe otherò once you get to know him 

or her? 

 

Last Saturday you who were at Mass at the parish had Fr. 

Frederick Sserugga as a substitute for me while I went to 

camp. Yes, I was at a camp, but not to stay in a tent or a 

cabin. The 42 teenagers from our parish who are 

preparing to receive the sacrament of Confirmation this 

winter were staying for the entire weekend at Camp 

Wapogasset, just outside of Amery, Wisconsin. They 

were with Ed Overell, our Confirmation coordinator, and 

some other adult leaders, and they used their time very 

well to plunge more deeply into their faith at this time just 

before they commit to living it in a more heightened way. 

 

My mission was to celebrate Mass. But there is more to it 

than my simply driving there for Mass and immediately 

getting back into my car and going home. The time away 

from the church and classroom setting of the normal 

Confirmation program presents an opportunity to engage 

the young people in a very different way. 

 

At camp, Mass is celebrated using a folding table as an 

altar. A rather plain sheet served as the altar cloth, but the 

improvising could end there, because I have a traveling 

Mass kit. My version of the standard Mass kit is a black 

nylon bag that zips open to reveal some foam with cutouts 

for the various vessels necessary for Mass. Thereôs a short 

little chalice, a covered flat container for large and small 

hosts, medicine bottles to hold water and wine, a small 

crucifix on a stand, and glass votive candle holders to 

round out the necessities. The normal altar linens can rest 

on top, all folded as usual. That kit has been with me to 

France, England, Hungary, and all around the United 

States. For the Mass with the youth, I brought along the 

books (the lectionary and sacramentary) and my 

vestments, and we were ready to go. Four of the 

Confirmation candidates read the readings, Psalm, and 

general intercessions. We had to look around a post at 

each other (I guess everyone who remembers the old 

church is experienced at that technique). The temperature 

shot up in that closed room. Although I thought it would 

be fun to attempt to sing, I knew I would be in the 

minority, so we did not have music. As someone put it, 

we ñtalked the songs,ò meaning that we recited the Gloria, 

the Sanctus, and so on. 

 

 

 
~cont. in column 2 

All of this gave us a chance to get a good look at each 

other up close. The distances were not great in that room, 

after all. After Mass, we had a little question-and-answer 

session (I was the one answering the questions). They 

ranged from the easy and funny to the very serious. I like 

to do that kind of thing. It is not automatic, this coming to 

know other people well. When I was an associate pastor, 

one of the most rewarding aspects of my ministry was 

getting to know the young people in the parish and in the 

parish school, which includes the high school grades. But 

as I look back, I am reminded that for the first year or two 

that I was assigned there, I hardly knew the students at all. 

These things take time. Warming up to someone newð

someone with whom we have very little interactionðdoes 

not just happen right away. So I was glad to have a 

chance to get to be around each other a little more than 

usual. (We also established that teenagers do not read the 

bulletin, so someone might have to tell them that I am 

making a reference to their retreat and that I say hello.) 

 

I think thatôs a good lesson in general. Many of us have a 

fall-back position of suspicion of anyone who is new. We 

do not let in ñthe other.ò Once I was amazed to hear that 

after moving from another state and living in a parish fifty 

years, a woman told her husband, ñI think we finally 

belong.ò Half a century? Is that how long it takes? I 

certainly hope it wouldnôt take that long here in our 

parish. 

 

If you suddenly were prevented from coming to Mass, 

would you want someone to notice and to give you a call 

to see if you needed something? Iôll bet you would. Iôve 

heard people talk after Mass about just that sort of thing, 

saying that they might not know a coupleôs names, but 

that they notice when they miss Mass a few weeks in a 

row. I hope thatôs the kind of place this isðthat visitors 

are welcomed, that those who have become members in 

recent years feel like that theyôve been here their whole 

lives. 

 

Would you please make the effort to greet people, to learn 

someoneôs name? I hope you will. It isnôt easy for me to 

do that, Iôll admit. But it means the world to people to 

know that they are included, that they are wanted. It 

means that to teenagers, too. Last winter I heard the 

sadness in a girlôs voice when she told me that after 

shaking hands with a fellow churchgoer at the sign of 

peace, the other person wiped her hands on her pants as if 

to brush off germs. Itôs crushing to experience this kind of 

thing. Letôs try hard not to treat anybody as ñthe other,ò 

but instead to see them as Christ sees them. My visit with 

the youth has made it a lot easier for me to do this with 

them. 

 
 ~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

A Community Caring for Life 
On Thursday, November 19, the Community Caring for 

Life group will be meeting at 7 p.m. in Conference Room 

I. All are welcome! Come and check out the group and 

learn how you can help St. Peterôs promote the Culture of 

Life. 

 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 
Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 

651.683.9808. 

Monday, November 16: ñDivorce and the Catholic 

Church,ò Fr. Terry Weber 

 

Monday, November 23: ñThe Effects of Divorce on 

Children of All Ages,ò Maureen Campion, MS, LP, 

Minnesota Valley Psychologist 

 

Separated & Divorced Catholics 
St. Peterôs is in need of two representatives to the 

Separated & Divorced Coalition. These individuals would 

represent St. Peterôs at approximately three planning 

meetings per year and several Monday evenings 

throughout the scheduled program. Please contact Lisa 

Amos for more information about this valuable ministry 

to others at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Peterôs Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on the 

following dates from 2 to 3 p.m. in the Family Room: 

(Sundays) December 6, February 7, March 7, April 11 

and May 2. Knitters and Crocheters are always welcome 

to join us for fellowship at the meetings or to craft from 

home. For more information about this ministry, please 

contact Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 or lamos 

@stpetersmendota.org.  

 

Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-

centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 

one on Mondays through November from 6-7:30 p.m. at 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. For more 

information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 952.435.8102. 

Next in this series: 

Monday, November 16: ñReaching Out to Othersò 

with speakers Erik & Stacey Feig 

 

November 23: ñRitual: Cherishing the Memoriesò 

with speaker Joyce Besser 

SPY (St. Peterõs Youth) 

SPY Ministry Information on Twitter! 
Are you on Twitter? SPY Ministry is! If you have a 

Twitter account, just follow the handle ñSPYMinistryò 

for updates on youth group events, Wednesday night RE 

classes, Workcamp, Week of Hope, and more! You can 

also link to our Twitter page from the homepage of 

www.spyministry.com. 

 

Workcamp and Week of Hope in 2010 
Registration is now open for both of our summer mission 

trip opportunities for youth: Workcamp (senior high) and 

Week of Hope (junior high).  

 Workcamp: July 23-31, 2010, in Centralia, Illinois 

Workcamp is open to all parish youth who are in 

at least 9th grade as of the 2009-10 school year.  

 Week of Hope: June 27-July 2, 2010, in Minneapolis 

Week of Hope is open to all parish youth who are 

in at least 6th grade as of the 2009-10 school year. 
 

Registration for either trip requires a deposit of $200. For 

more information, contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312, or 

go to www.spyministry.org. 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas 

Does your child know the true meaning of Christmas! The 

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus are hosting their 

annual Keep Christ In Christmas Poster Contest. The 

contest will begin this weekend and runs though 

December 11. Children ages 4 through 11 can participate. 

Participants are asked to make an 8" x 11" poster, sign 

their first and last names, and age on the back. Please 

drop your posters in the box either in the downstairs 

hallway by the classrooms or in front of the coatroom by 

Heritage Center. There will be a poster with instructions 

by each drop box. 

 

The posters will be collected at 3:30 p.m. Friday, 

December 11. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place will be 

awarded, for each age group, after Mass on December 12 

and 13. Every child will get a prize.  

Saturday Scripture Study 

Join in the experience of opening the ñweekend scripture 

readingsò on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 

welcome to attend. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 11/2-11/8/09 ....................... $18,550 

Actual for the period of 11/2-11/8/09 .................... $15,785 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $331,170 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $270,922 

Social Justice Thought 

T he Churchôs obligation to participate in shaping the 
moral character of society is a requirement of our faith. 
 

~United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Wedding Banns 

First Proclamation 
James Paquin and Jennifer Spangler 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

Thank you from MORE! 
Dear Members of St. Peterôs Church, 

 

The cold is upon us unexpectedly soon, but the love that 

is among us keeps us warm, even for those among us who 

are experiencing Minnesota cold for the first time! Thank 

you for being a part of sharing love and care. In 

particular, thank you for your gift of school supplies to 

the people of MORE.  

 

As always, we are grateful for you and your support of 

MORE! 

 

With loving gratitude, 

Sister Stephanie Spandl, SSND 

Co-Director 

Multicultural School For Empowerment (MORE) 

 

Thank you from Neighbors! 
Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 

 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 145 pounds of food you made to 

us during November. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

If a three-hour commitment every week is too much for 

your schedule, consider joining the choir for the 

Christmas liturgies. Weôd love to have you join us in 

celebrating the Nativity of the Lord, and singing at the 

four Masses celebrated over the course of the 24th and 

25th of December. If youôd be willing to sing at one or 

two of these very special celebrations, please join us in 

rehearsing each Wednesday for just the next couple 

months, at 7 p.m., as we prepare Christmas repertoire (no 

rehearsal Wednesday, November 25). Rehearsals end 

around 8:30 p.m., and take place in the Main Church. 

Music Ministry 

Lector Workbooks Now 

Available! 

Lector workbooks for the coming year are now available 

for pickup in the Family Room. Please check off your 

name when you pick up a book. Thanks! 

The Most Rev. John C. Nienstedt, Archbishop of St. Paul 

and Minneapolis, will celebrate Mass at 5 p.m. on 

Saturday, November 21, in the Main Church. A reception 

in Heritage Center will follow Mass. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
Thanksgiving Day Mass will be 

celebrated at St. Peterôs on Thursday, 

November 26, 9 a.m. in the Main 

Church. 

 

Parish office hours 

Please note the parish office will be closed on Thursday, 

November 26, and Friday, November 27, in observance 

of the holiday. 

 

Bulletin Articles 
All bulletin articles for November 29 must be in by 

Monday, November 16, 5 p.m. Due to the Thanksgiving 

Day weekend, our publication date has been moved up by 

two days. If you have any questions, please call Darlene 

at 651.905.4302. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Archbishop Nienstedt to 

Celebrate Mass at St. Peterõs 
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Monday, November 16 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, November 17 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 
 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 
  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, November 18 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team, Family Room 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 

 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
   ESR 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, November 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Community Caring for Life, 
   Conference Room I 
 

Friday, November 20 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Daily Mass Birthday Celebration, 
   Heritage Center 
  

Saturday, November 21 

 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 5 pm Mass Celebrated by 

   Archbishop Nienstedt, Main Church 

 After Mass: 

   Hospitality  
 

Sunday, November 22ðChrist the King 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am LWC 
 9 am Sunday School, Lower Level 

 After Masses: 
   Hospitality 
 1 pm Baptism Class, Family Room 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  

 Tuesday, Nov. 17 - ÀFrances Berscheit 

 Wednesday, Nov. 18 - ÀAlfred Zimmerman 

 Friday, Nov. 20 - ÀGertrude Post 

 Sunday, Nov. 22 - 9 a.m. - ÀJeffrey Weiss 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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Readings for the 

Week of November 15 

Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-

32 

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 

18:35-43 

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44 

Friday:  1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40 

Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus 

Council is sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast at 

Applebeeôs Restaurant in Eagan Town Centre 

on Saturday, November 21, from 8 to 10 a.m. 

Cost is $5 per person and children three and 

under are free. Menu is eggs, sausage, 

beverage and all the pancakes you can eat. 

 

After breakfast stop by Faithful Shepherd School for their 

Holiday Boutique!  

Knights of Columbus 

Pancake Breakfast 

Council of Catholic Women 

Deanery Meeting 

Wanted: Someone Who does 

Stamping 

Our Book of the Names of the Dead will be full at the end 

of this month, and new copies of the same version are not 

available. The parish has purchased a dignified book of 

lined pages for our use when next November comes, and 

it should serve us for many years. It would be nice if 

someone who does stamping could help us transform the 

blank book by adding a heading to the top of the pages, 

such as ñWe pray for these who have died.ò If you have 

the skills to help us with this one-time project, please call  

Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Saturday, November 21 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The 6th Annual Holiday Classic Boutique at 

Faithful Shepherd School is Saturday, 

November 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There 

will be over 60 vendors participating this 

year and our own middle school band 

members will make a cameo appearance. It is a great 

opportunity to do some Christmas shopping for family, 

friends, teachers, or even yourself! Weôll see you and all 

of your friends there! Faithful Shepherd Catholic School 

is located at, 3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan or visit their 

website at www.fscsmn.org 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School Holiday Boutique 

St. Peterõs Bounty Fund 

Because of St. Peterôs Bounty Fund, many people have 

benefited from your anonymous financial gifts. The 

Bounty Fund gives us the opportunity to direct 

anonymous financial gifts to those in need in our parish or 

surrounding community. If you wish to contribute to the 

Bounty Fund, please make a check to St. Peterôs and 

direct it to my attention. God bless you for your 

generosity and the sharing of your bounty with our sisters 

and brothers. 
 

Fr. Gallatin 

The 2nd Quarterly Meeting of the Saint Paul Deaneries 

Council of Catholic Women will be held at the Church of 

St. Odilia, 3495 North Victoria Street, Shoreview. 

Attorney John Trojack will speak on ñWho Gets 

Grandmaôs Yellow Pie Plate,ò and Carol Shukle, member 

of the Archbishop's Planning Task Force, will provide an 

update on the regional parishioner meetings. Lunch will 

be served following noon Mass. Cost is $10 which 

includes lunch. If you plan to attend, call 651.488.3351 or 

651.482.9952 by Monday, November 16. All women of 

the parish are invited to attend this meeting. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 
welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 
ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 


