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From the Pastor’s Desk 

W hat does it mean to “have Christmas”? What does it 
mean when someone says something such as, “Our family 

has Christmas on the third Saturday of December every 

year?” How can people, as they sometimes say, “have 

Christmas” when Advent is still going on? “Christmas” is 

not the name of a family get-together, for people to 

“have” on any day of their choosing. It’s a question to 

ponder on this First Sunday of Advent. 

 

Once I attended an ecumenical discussion among three 

Catholic priests and three Orthodox priests, with the 

participation of a room full of lay members of the 

Catholic and Orthodox Churches. The subject was 

Advent, and how we prepare for Christmas in each 

tradition. Perhaps we Catholics can learn a lot from our 

fellow Christians who are members of one of the 

Orthodox Churches of the East. Among all Christians, the 

Orthodox are far closer to us in our beliefs about bishops, 

the priesthood, and the sacraments than Protestant 

Christians are. This may seem surprising. After all, I hear 

all of the time that “Catholics and Lutherans are basically 

the same.”  We are not, I am afraid. Many of our beliefs 

are the same, but that does not make our faith equivalent. 

Even though the experience of a Lutheran service and a 

Catholic Mass may seem similar, we believe very 

different things about what is happening when we 

worship. On the other hand, if you visited at a Russian 

Orthodox Divine Liturgy you might not understand what 

was going on at all, and you might think it bears little 

resemblance to the Mass in the Catholic Church. And yet 

Catholics and Orthodox believe exactly the same thing is 

happening when we worship. 

 

So, at the ecumenical discussion we Catholics heard that 

Orthodox Christians begin Advent in mid-November, so 

that the season of preparation for Christmas lasts for forty 

days. I hadn’t known that. We also learned that the 

Orthodox people share one of our struggles: we all are 

challenged to keep Advent holy in the midst of a culture 

that encourages us to celebrate Christmas now. In fact, in 

our culture, we are encouraged to celebrate almost 

everything in advance and only until the actual day. This 

is so retailers can wring as much as they can from the 

holiday—remember, they’re the ones creating the hype. 

Retailers do not remind us of the approach of holidays 

and other observances out of the goodness of their hearts; 

they want to sell us something. Once the day arrives, 

retailers have no further use for the holiday, so they try to 

grab our attention with the next observance coming down 

the pike. I don’t begrudge them this—it’s their job! 
 

~cont. in column 2 

I once noticed something in a local newspaper that serves 

as a good illustration. A page of advertising listed the 

Christmas worship times of sixteen churches. Of the 

sixteen churches, all had services or Masses on Christmas 

Eve. Some had multiple worship times on the eve. But six 

of them—over a third—were having nothing whatsoever 

on Christmas Day!  Doesn’t that illustrate how sick we 

have become, when even Christian churches have fallen 

prey to anticipating Christmas and neglecting the real 

day? In a related way, I challenge you to allow Advent to 

be Advent, and not to begin celebrating Christmas until it 

comes.  
 

Let’s not allow the commercialization of Christmas to 

distract us from the spiritual preparations we need to 

begin. Let’s take plenty of quiet time to remember that we 

are just beginning Advent. Advent is the opposite of what 

many believe the period before Christmas ought to be. It 

is a time to anticipate what is coming, not to celebrate 

what is already here. To observe Advent well requires 

resisting the temptation to celebrate Christmas throughout 

December, ending on the evening of the 25th. I realize that 

so many festive events go on during December that it’s 

hard to avoid them and besides, they’re a lot of fun. I 

wouldn’t want to avoid them. Yet it should be possible for 

you—for each Christian—to leave some room in your 

heart for the real celebration to begin when Christmas 

actually arrives. 
 

Let’s look to this as a time to get ready for the celebration 

of our Lord’s birth that begins on the evening of the 24th. 

To get ready, consider coming to weekday Mass if your 

schedule permits it. See the bulletin for the listing of the 

readings for the next Sunday, look them up in the Bible, 

and read them ahead of time—that’s a great way to pray! 

Pray the Psalms, especially Psalms 71, 72, 85, and 89. 

And by all means, make use of the sacrament of penance 

and reconciliation. It’s a good idea for everyone to go to 

confession before Christmas, in order to be prepared to 

celebrate the coming in the flesh of our God who saves 

us. 

 ~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

An Advent Evening of Reflection 

St. Peter’s is co-sponsoring an opportunity to reflect on 

the meaning of Advent presented by Jeanne Cotter, a 

nationally renowned Catholic composer and inspirational 

speaker. Please join us at St. John Neumann on Thursday, 

December 3, from 7-9 p.m. ñA New Heaven and Earthò 

will be an evening of music and reflection on the themes 

of hope, receptivity, and the call to answer, as Mary did 

with a radical “yes.” This event is free and open to all. 

Childcare is available, but limited so reservations are 

required. For childcare call 651.454.2079, x2235 by 

Monday, November 30. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 
Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 

651.683.9808. 

Monday, November 30: Small Group Only 

Monday, December 7: No Meeting 

 

Separated & Divorced Catholics 
St. Peter’s is in need of two representatives to the 

Separated & Divorced Coalition. These individuals would 

represent St. Peter’s at approximately three planning 

meetings per year and several Monday evenings 

throughout the scheduled program. Please contact Lisa 

Amos at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org for 

more information about this valuable ministry to others. 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Peter’s Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on the 

following dates from 2 to 3 p.m. in the Family Room: 

(Sundays) December 6, February 7, March 7, April 11 

and May 2. Knitters and Crocheters are always welcome 

to join us for fellowship at the meetings or to craft from 

home. For more information about this ministry, please 

c o n t a c t  L i s a  A m o s ,  6 5 1 . 9 0 5 . 4 3 0 4  o r 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

 
Senior Cooking Class 
Tuesday, December 15, 11 a.m. 
Cerenity Senior Care is returning to St. Peter’s; this time 

they will be sharing tips on cooking for a healthy heart. 

All seniors are invited to join us for this fun opportunity 

to sample tasty ideas for cooking healthy food. The class 

is free, but reservations are requested. Please contact Lisa 

Amos at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org by 

Thursday, December 10, to reserve your spot. 

 
Save the Date! 
Beginning in March 2010, the Science Museum of 

Minnesota will host a very exciting exhibit of the Dead 

Sea Scrolls. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see 

these earliest known texts of the Bible. This experience is 

made even more special by the inclusion of The Saint 

John’s Bible, the newest hand-written Bible originating 

from Minnesota’s own St. John’s Abbey in Collegeville. 

St. Peter’s will be taking a tour group on Tuesday, April 

6, 2010. More information and registration will be made 

available in early 2010. Be sure to mark your calendars 

for this amazing opportunity!   

SPY (St. Peter’s Youth) 

High School Youth Group 

Our new High School Youth Group will hold its next 

meeting on Sunday evening, December 6 and 13, at 6:30 

p.m. in the Ravoux Room (Old Worship Space). Our 

meetings have been a great opportunity for youth to get 

together and share in their faith and have fun together. 

From 6:30-7:30 we discuss how that week’s Gospel 

relates to our lives. From 7:30-8:30, we gather in the 

youth room downstairs for social time; talking, playing 

ping-pong, shooting pool, playing video games, etc…   

All high school youth in the parish are invited to join us, 

and are welcome to bring a friend if interested. 

 

SPY Ministry Information on Twitter! 

Are you on Twitter? SPY Ministry is! If you have a 

Twitter account, just follow the handle “SPYMinistry” 

for updates on youth group events, Wednesday night RE 

classes, Workcamp, Week of Hope, and more! You can 

also link to our Twitter page from the homepage of 

www.spyministry.com. 

 

Workcamp and Week of Hope in 2010 

Registration is now open for both of our summer mission 

trip opportunities for youth: Workcamp (senior high) and 

Week of Hope (junior high).  

 Workcamp: July 23-31, 2010, in Centralia, Illinois 

Workcamp is open to all parish youth who are in 

at least 9th grade as of the 2009-10 school year.  

 Week of Hope: June 27-July 2, 2010, in Minneapolis 

Week of Hope is open to all parish youth who are 

in at least 6th grade as of the 2009-10 school year. 

 

Registration for either trip requires a deposit of $200. For 

more information, contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312, or 

go to www.spyministry.org. 

 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Christmas Pageant: 
Donôt Forget!! We have our first Christmas Pageant 

rehearsal on Saturday, December 5, from 9 to 10 a.m. 

Please have children there on time. We will be meeting in 

the Main Church. If you have any questions, contact 

Kathy Raible at 651.905.4311 or Amy Baker at 

651.905.4313. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 11/16-11/22/09 ................... $26,105 

Actual for the period of 11/16-11/22/09 ................ $24,888 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $372,875 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $306,363 

Social Justice Thought 

T he U.S. must seriously address global climate 

change, focusing on the pursuit of the common good, and 

the impact on the poor, particularly on vulnerable workers 

and poor nations. 

 

~United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
James Paquin and Jennifer Spangler 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Giving Tree Deadline for Gifts 
All gifts need to be in no later than 

Sunday, December, 6, before 10 a.m.  

The Catholic Servant will host a St. 

Nicholas Fundraising Party, on 

Friday, December 4, from 7 to 9 p.m. 

at St. Helena Church Rowan Hall 

(3204 East 43rd Street, Minneapolis). 

The evening features Christmas music sung by the St. 

Agnes School Madrigal Singers, gourmet desserts, punch, 

coffee and wine, and St. Nicholas, who will bring treats 

for the children. Cost is $25/single, $35/couple, $5/child. 

Please call 763.502.0792 for more information and to 

register.  

Blood Pressure Readings 

Blood pressure readings will be offered in the Family 

Room on December 5 and 6 after all Masses.  

New Parishioner Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses December 5 and 

6 in the Gathering Space, or by appointment. For an 

appointment call Jenn Föehl at 651.905.4308, or click on 

the “Join Us” link on our website at 

www.stpetersmendota.org. 

Partners in Praise 

Girls Choir Concert 

 
St. Peterôs Historic Church. 

Saturday, December 5 

7 p.m. 

There will be no charge for this concert. 

A free will offering will be taken. 

Poinsettia/Cyclamen Pick Up 

Poinsettia/Cyclamen plants ordered through St. 

Peter’s Council of Catholic Women may be picked up on 

Saturday, December 5, after 4 p.m. and after all Masses on 

December 6. 

Catholic Servant Fundraiser 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  
parish through our: expressions of faith and  
worship, service to one another and the broader  
community, welcoming new members, compassion  
and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  
Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  
to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Agenda/Minutes 

Agenda and minutes from the Parish Pastoral Council are 

posted on our website at www.stpetersmendota.org/

ParishPastoralCouncilMinutes.htm. There are also copies 

available on the Information Center counter in the 

Gathering Space. 
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Monday, November 30 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, December 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament Until 5 pm 
 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I 
 11 am-12 Noon 
  Mobile Meals 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, December 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
   ESR 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, December 3 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, December 4 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  

Saturday, December 5 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 9:30 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, MC 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
  Blood Pressure Screening 
  Hospitality 
  New Parishioner Registration 
  Poinsettia/Cyclamen Pick up 
 7 pm Partners in Praise Concert, HC 
 

Sunday, December 6ðSecond Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am LWC 
 9 am Sunday School, Lower Level 
 10 am Uganda Mission Team, Heritage Center 
 After Masses: 
  Blood Pressure Screening 
  Hospitality 
  New Parishioner Registration 
  Poinsettia/Cyclamen Pick up 
 12:30 pm Baptism, MC 
 2 pm Prayer Shawl Meeting, Family Room 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom O’Neill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan O’Brien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  
 Tuesday, Dec. 1 -  Respect of Human Life 
 Wednesday, Dec. 2 - †Lucille & †Joseph Kennedy 
 Thursday, Dec. 3 - †Robert & †Gertrude Fee 
 Friday, Dec. 4 - For the Sick in the Parish 
 Saturday, Dec. 5 - †Elizabeth & †Louis Unger 
 Sunday, Dec. 6 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 
  11 a.m. - †Fr. Robert Boller 
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Readings for the 

Week of November 29 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12---4:2/Lk 21:25-

28, 34-36 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35---10:1, 5a, 6-

8 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Tuesday, December 8, is the Solemnity 

of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and a holy day of 

obligation. Because it is the national feast 

day of the United States, December 8 

(like December 25) is a holy day of 

obligation every year. 

 

We want you to have plenty of options to worship God on 

this important day. So there will be three Masses on the 

holy day itself (Tuesday, December 8): 7 a.m. in the 

Historic Church, 9 a.m. in the Main Church, and 7 p.m. in 

the Main Church. To those who need to go to Mass on the 

way to work: if you come to the 7:00 Mass Monday 

morning, you will be able to leave by 7:40. 

 

The Church teaches, “…the faithful are obliged to 

participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless 

excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care 

of infants) or dispensed by their own pastor. Those who 

deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave 

sin” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2181). 

 

When will Mass be on the upcoming Holy Days? 
For Christmas, Mass on the eve of the holy day 

(Thursday, December 24) will be at 4 p.m. and at 10 p.m. 

Mass on the holy day itself (Friday, December 25) will be 

at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

 

For Mary, Mother of God, Mass on the eve of the holy 

day (Thursday, December 31, 2009) will be at 4 p.m. 

Mass on the feast itself (Friday, January 1, 2010) will be 

at 10 a.m. There will be only two Masses because most 

people have the day off work and school. The obligation 

is exactly the same for coming to Mass on the Immaculate 

Conception, Christmas, and Mary, Mother of God. 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Keep Christ in Christmas 

Does your child know the true meaning of Christmas? 

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus are hosting 

their annual Keep Christ In Christmas Poster Contest. 

The contest runs though December 11. Children ages 4 

through 11 can participate. Participants are asked to make 

an 8" x 11" poster, sign their first and last names, and age 

on the back. Please drop your posters in the box either in 

the downstairs hallway by the classrooms or in front of 

the coatroom by Heritage Center. There will be a poster 

with instructions by each drop box. 

 

The posters will be collected at 3:30 p.m. Friday, 

December 11. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place will be 

awarded, for each age group, after Mass on December 12 

and 13. Every child will get a prize.  

St. Nicholas Children’s Party 

Join us on the Feast of St. Nicholas on Sunday, December 

6, from 1-2:30 p.m. for our annual St. Nicholas Children’s 

Party at St. John Neumann’s social hall. Cost is $3 per 

child. See St. Nicholas and participate in other activities. 

Also on sale will be religious Christmas cards. Remember 

to ñKeep Christ in Christmas.ò Call Margaret at 

651.452.6779 to make reservations for the party. 

Sponsored by the Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus 

Auxiliary. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 


