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Eagan, MN 55121
SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church)
WEEKDAY MASSES

(all in the Historic Church)

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org
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From the Pastor’s Desk

A priest well known for his preaching, Msgr. Ronald

Knox, composed the following for a sermon on Advent in

1947:
“Everybody knows, even those of us who have
lived most unadventurously, what it is to plod on
for miles, it seems, eagerly straining you toward
the lights that, somehow, mean home. How
difficult it is, when you are doing that, to judge
distances! In pitch darkness, it might be a couple
of miles to your destination, or it might be a few
hundred yards. So it was, I think, with the
Hebrew prophets, as they looked forward to the
redemption of their people. They could not have
told you, within a hundred years, within five
hundred years, when it was the deliverance would
come. They only knew that, sometime, the stock
of David would burgeon anew; sometime, a key
would be found to fit the door of their prison
house; sometime, the lights that only showed,
now, like a will-o’-the-wisp on the horizon would
broaden out, at last, into the perfect day.

“This attitude of expectation is one which the
Church wants to encourage in us, her children,
permanently. She sees it as an essential part of
our Christian drill that we should still be looking
forward. So she encourages us, during Advent, to
take the shepherd-folk for our guides, and
imaging ourselves travelling with them, at dead
of night, straining our eyes toward that chink of
light which streams out, we know, from the cave
at Bethlehem.”

How beautiful it is to think of Advent as a nighttime
journey toward a distant light! How comforting it is to
think of where we stand compared to the ancient
Hebrews, who longed for the Messiah of an unknown
future! Our Lord Jesus has come, and he is coming. Our
salvation can be described as “already, and not yet.” We
have miles to go, and yet our Savior’s first coming took
place in the past. We are still people who need to prepare.

In the paper the other day I saw an attempt to explain
some of the symbols of Advent. The secular newspaper
reporter stated that the purple color worn by Protestant
ministers (Catholic priests were not mentioned) might be
explained by the fact that purple dye, because of its great
cost, could only be used for clothing worn by kings, and
Jesus is a king. It was a nice try, but purple (really violet)
is worn in Advent and Lent because they are the two

~cont. in column 2
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penitential seasons. The custom is to spend some weeks
preparing for a great feast (the Lord’s Nativity and the
Lord’s Resurrection, respectively) by repenting of sin and
resolving to live good lives. So Advent and Lent are
customary seasons for being reconciled to God in
sacramental confession. I would like to invite you to our
parish penance service. It will take place on Thursday,
December 17, at 7:00 in the evening. There will be five of
us priests present, and after some singing, Scripture
readings, and a homily, we priests will hear individual
confessions. Then the celebration will end around 8:00
with a final blessing and song. It will be a good way to
observe Advent, as we get ready to celebrate Christ’s
birth and the coming of God in the flesh by being
reconciled to him.

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin

Thank You Note from
Archbishop Nienstedt!

November 21, 2009
Dear Father,

I write to thank you for the wonderful pastoral visit I had
to your parish this evening. I enjoyed celebrating the
Feast of Christ the King in your beautiful church. The
reception afterwards was so pleasant. It is clear that the
parishioners truly enjoy being with each other. I had the
impression that this is a community with a strong,
positive morale!

Thank you for all you do as their pastor. Keep up the
good work!

With every good wish,
+ John Nienstedt

Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Mass Times

Tuesday, December 8, is a holy day of obligation.
Because it is the national feast day of the
United States, December 8—Ilike December
25—is a holy day of obligation every year.

Mass will be celebrated at 7 a.m.
in the Historic Church
and Immaculate Conception

9 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the Main Church




Church of St. Peter

Religious Education/
Faith Formation

Christmas Pageant:

Donodt FWerhagye our! sdcond Christmas Pageant
rehearsal on Saturday, December 12, from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. Please have children there on time. We will be
meeting in the Main Church. If you have any questions,
contact Kathy Raible at 651.905.4311 or Amy Baker at
651.905.4313.

Hospitality Update

You may have noticed that hospitality weekends, or
“Donut Sunday,” changed this fall to be hosted on the
first Sunday of the month by the Council of Catholic
Women and the third Sunday of the month by the Men’s
Club. This change was due to the low level of
participation when hospitality was offered after each
Mass. Since this change, we have seen increased
participation and enthusiasm. By parishioner request, we
serve various baked goods after Saturday evening Mass
and Sundays feature donuts from Puffy Cream Donut Plus
in Eagan.

Beginning in December, we will be hosting coffee socials
on the alternate Sundays. We invite parishioners to gather
for a cup of coffee in Heritage Center following Mass on
the second, fourth and fifth Sundays of the month. Our
Parish Pastoral Council has volunteered to kick off these
socials, but we need volunteers to help keep them going!

Hosting is easy! The time commitment is approximately
30-45 minutes per Mass on donut Sundays and 20-30
minutes per Mass on Saturday evenings and coffee social
Sundays. We have very clear and organized instructions
for each step of hospitality responsibilities and everything
is provided for you. We are in need of parish volunteers
to help with hospitality! For more information, or if you
are interested in helping host hospitality on the first or
third Saturday evening, donut Sunday on the first and
third Sundays, or any Sunday coffee social, please contact
Jenn  Foehl at 651.905.4308 or by e-mail at
jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org.

Parish Communication Box

We want to hear from you! Do you have a question, idea
or information to share with the parish or Fr. Gallatin? A
box and green response cards have been added to the
counter in the Information Center for you to easily submit
your thoughts. These cards are also a good way to let Fr.
know of parishioner hospital stays and other such
important information. We hope you will find this an easy
and effective way to communicate with the parish staff
and we look forward to hearing from you!
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Pastoral Ministry

Grief Support
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-
centered support series for adults who have lost a loved
one on Mondays through February from 6-7:30 p.m. at
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. For more
information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 952.435.8102.
Next in this series:
December 721 Gr i ef i s a
December 14:“Ho |l i day Bl

A Community Caring for Life

Have you been curious about what the Community Caring
for Life group does? Come to our annual Christmas party
and find out! We will be meeting at 6 p.m. on Thursday,
December 17, in Conference Room 1. Bring a dessert or
appetizer to share and we will review the work this group
has done over the past year. We hope to see you!

Guatemala Mission Team News:

Every Drop Counted!

In thanksgiving for St. Peter’s parish, local businesses,
family, friends and parishioners who opened their hearts
to the community at Our Lady of the Rosary parish in
Guatemala by supporting the Every Drop Counts Benefit
Dinner held at St. Peter’s on Saturday, November 7. Your
support enabled us to reach a critical funding goal of 20K
to continue work on a water purification plant in San
Pedro. Many people will be blessed by your generosity!
Thank you for your solidarity and concern for Our Lady
of the Rosary Parish.

Senior Cooking Class

Tuesday, December 15, 11 a.m.

Cerenity Senior Care is returning to St. Peter’s; this time
they will be sharing tips on cooking for a healthy heart.
All seniors are invited to join us for this fun opportunity
to sample tasty ideas for cooking healthy food. The class
is free, but reservations are requested. Please contact Lisa
Amos at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org by
Thursday, December 10, to reserve your spot.

Liturgical Ministers

The February 1, 2010, through May 31, 2010, schedules
will be available and distributed in early January 2010. If
you have not yet indicated your availability for these
months, or no longer are interested in serving in this
ministry, please contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail
box at 651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at
volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates
you are NOT available during these time periods. The
deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Monday,
December 28, 2009. Thanks!

Journ
ueso



Second Sunday of Advent

St. Peter’s Community News

Annual Giving
Weekly Contribution Summary

Budget for the period 11/23-11/29/09.................... $13,600
Actual for the period of 11/23-11/29/09.................. $9,638
Year-to-Date Budget ........cocevvveieniiiieeieieciennen, $386,475
Year-to-Date Actual ........cccoeeeveviiiiiieiiiieeeeiene $316,001

Year-End Reminder

Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be
received in the office or postmarked by Thursday,
December 31, to be included as a 2009 contribution. If a
stock contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough
time for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer
instructions are available by calling Mary at
651.905.4307.

IRA Charitable Rollover

A two-year extension of the IRA charitable rollover has
been granted by Congress. This Act permits Individual
Retirement Account (IRAs) owners starting at age 70% to
make charitable gifts totaling up to $100,000 per year
from their IRAs tax free if made directly to qualified
public charities. If you are interested in donating to the
church from your IRA, please contact your IRA
representative.

Sincere Sympathy

Page 4

St. Peter’s Reaches Out

Thank You for the Gifts to Appalachia!

By now the people of Appalachia are “Shopping” in the
Free-Store where they can choose the gifts they need to
make their Christmas happen. This was made possible by
the generosity of the parishioners of St. Peter’s. Once
again, a sincere THANK YOU to all who gave and
volunteered their help.

Kathi Dumond Chair

Retirement Fund for Religious

“As expenses continue to increase and economic
difficulties tighten our income, we appreciate more and
more the help of the Retirement Fund,” notes a woman
religious. Your tax-deductible donation supports the care
of elderly and frail religious and helps to provide such
basic necessities as prescription drugs and medical
services. Please give generously to next week’s second
collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious.

Parish Penance Service

Thursday, December 17, 7 p.m.
Main Church
We will have a total of 5 priests for
Individual Confessions.
extends

INehrIsT ], St Peterods communi tv
Live T efe ! sincere sympathy to the families and Council of Catholic Women

FOREVER . . .
friends of Bernie Biessener and

Deacon Gerald Blissenbach. We pray through faith
that they are enjoying everlasting life.

Eucharistic Devotions

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter:
fCould you not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray. o

Social Justice Thought

Food and access to water are universal rights of all
human beings, without distinction or discrimination.

~CHARITY IN TRUTH

Board Meeting

St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women Board will meet
on Wednesday, December 9, 1:30 p.m. in Conference
Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend.

OUR VISION

We envision St. Peterodés to
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
Godobés gifts and bl essings.

OUR M ISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment
to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.
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The Next Week

Monday, December 7
9am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Tuesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Masses: 7 am (HC), 9am and 7 pm (MC)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm
9:45am  Women’s Bible Study,
Conference Room I
2:15pm  Legion of Mary, Family Room

Wednesday, December 9
Sharing & Caring Hands
9am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy, Conference Room I
1:30 pm  CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room I
4:30 and 6:30 pm
ESR
7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church
7:30 pm  Community Caring for Life Meeting,
Conference Room I

Thursday, December 10

9am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7

7pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5

7pm Finance Meeting, Conference Room I
Friday, December 11

9am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Saturday, December 12
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4
9:30am  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, MC

10 am Scripture Study, Community Room
4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal
5pm Mass, Main Church
After Mass:

Blest Art Sale

Sunday, December 138 Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Main Church

9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church
9&1lam LWC
9am Sunday School, Lower Level
After Masses:

Blest Art Sale

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered by
the priest at Mass:
Monday, Dec. 7 - tMary Sullivan
Tuesday, Dec. 8 - fJoseph & fLillian Fee
Wednesday, Dec. 9 - fAlfred Zimmerman
Friday, Dec. 11 - Estelle Knapp
Saturday, Dec. 12 - $Bob Wilhelmy

Sunday, Dec. 6 - 9 a.m. - tBenjamin M. Storey, Jr.

11 a.m. - Mass For the People
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Parish Pastoral Council

Tom O’Neill, Chair.......c.ccoovvvveeeieinnnnnn. 651.454.5128
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair............ 651.454.6325
Mary Partington, Secretary.................... 651.457.5164
Paul Boller ........coceeieiiiiiiiiiiieeee 651.994.8566
Barbara Dingmann.............cccccveevveeennnne 651.681.1678
Tom Kraus ......cccccevvierienieineenecnienien 651.454.6757
Laurie Reding ........cccocvevvvevienienienennn, 651.688.8536
Margaret Smith .........coccoovveniiniiiiinn, 651.698.7546
John Vogel......coooiviiiiiiiie 651.688.7427
Trustees:

Jim Oricchio.....coveeieiiiieiecee, 651.452.3587
Helen Wilkie........ccooevevveniniieinne, 651.365.1334

Committee Contacts

Cemetery Team

Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559
Community Caring for Life

Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Council of Catholic Women

Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009
Eucharistic Adoration

Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289
Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.)

Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240

Dan O’Brien, 651.895.6040
Finance Team

Jim Fink, 651.454.0233
Guatemala Mission

Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997
Knights of Columbus

Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231
Legion of Mary

Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184
Liturgical Environment

Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884
Liturgical Ministers

Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands

Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379
Mobile Meals

Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622
Mends Cl ub

John Vogel, 651.688.7427
Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers)

Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712
Pastoral Care Team

Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Prayer Chain

Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437
Saturday Morning Scripture Study

Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328
Social Justice

Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304
Ugandan Outreach

Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986
Workcamp

Ed Overell, 651.905.4312



Second Sunday of Advent

Shepherd the Way
Capital Campaign

Shepherd the Way capital campaign in final
phased consider making a year end gift!
Your gift to the Shepherd the Way capital campaign
makes a difference in the future of our parish school.
Please prayerfully consider a year-end gift to the
campaign. Your contribution will help us finish the
founding of Faithful Shepherd Catholic School by raising
$2.5 million dollars to reduce the debt on the building and
investing in technology. A successful campaign will
strengthen the school’s ability to invest in other priorities
that maintain and enhance the quality of education at
Faithful Shepherd. Make a gift at www.

shepherdtheway.com.

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org

Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfast

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus Council #7604 is
sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast with Santa at Applebee’s
in Eagan Town Centre on Saturday, December 19. Menu
is eggs, sausage, beverage and all the pancakes you can
eat. Cost is $5 per person, children 3 and under eat free. If

you would like, please bring a food item for the food
shelf.

Parents: please remember to bring your camera. For more
information or pre-sale tickets, please call Art at
651.452.6779.

You Are Invited. ..

The Most Reverend John C. Nienstedt,
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis,
cordially invites you to
a Solemn Vespers service in honor of
The Most Reverend Paul D. Sirba,
Bishop-elect of Duluth

on
Friday, December 11, 2009
7 p.m.
Cathedral of Saint Paul

A reception in Hayden Hall will
immediately follow the Vespers Service.
All the faithful are welcome to attend.
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Christmas-New Years
Sunday, December 20

Chil drendéds Chri st mas

Thursday, December 24
Mass celebrated at 4 and 10 p.m.
Friday, December 25
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.
Caroling begins %2 hour previous
to all Christmas Eve
and Day Masses.

Thursday, December 31 (Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 4 p.m.

Friday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 10 a.m.

ALL MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN
THE MAIN CHURCH.

In observance of the holidays, the parish office will

close at 12 noon on Thursday, December 24. We

will be closed all day on Friday, December 25, and
Friday, January 1.

Poinsettias for the
Homebound

We will need your help to deliver poinsettia plants to our
parishioners who are homebound, in nursing homes, or
who have lost a spouse or child since last Easter. Please
consider delivering to at least one person. Plants will be
available for pick up next weekend on tables in the
gathering space corridor.

Readings for the
Week of December 6

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-
38

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
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