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From the Pastor’s Desk 

A s we get ever closer to Christmas, it‟s important to 
remember the goodness of people and the needs that so 

many have. Usually people are very generous in giving 

money to charity in the month of December, and I refuse 

to believe that they are only doing it to reap some kind of 

tax benefit that will still apply to the waning calendar 

year. I believe that for many people, their increased 

giving in December is connected to the gifts they are 

getting ready to give to loved ones, and to the gifts they 

know they are likely to receive. We can‟t remain closed to 

those in great need at a time of gift-giving! So this 

season‟s aspects that are often dismissed as being purely 

material can actually motivate us to be more generous. 

There is something about Christmas that brings out the 

best in people. 
 

Many of you know that our parish maintains what we call 

the Bounty Fund. The money in that fund is used to help 

parishioners in need who are willing to come in and 

explain their situation, and to sign a form acknowledging 

receiving a sum of money from the church. On our part, 

we at the parish have to make sure the money is 

distributed for legitimate needs. Many parishioners are 

generous in contributing to the Bounty Fund, and I am 

very grateful to you for that. A few weeks ago, when it 

was still November, a woman called me with a different 

kind of need. She and her children needed to leave their 

townhouse and move back to her hometown to live with 

relatives, but they had no one to help them move. That is 

not the sort of thing the parish has done in the past. It was 

complicated by the fact that she called late on a Friday 

afternoon, when practically all of the staff had gone for 

the day. She needed to be out of her home by Monday 

morning. 
 

So I called a member of the parish that Friday, and after I 

made it clear that this person in need was asking for help 

only in loading her belongings into a moving truck, the 

parishioner‟s question was whether he could bring 

someone to help him. I know he mentioned this to 

someone else after Mass on Sunday morning, and by 

noon there was a group of men who helped the woman 

who had called me. They didn‟t mind that the family was 

not prepared for their arrival: the beds had not been taken 

apart, and shelves were still loaded with items. What I 

heard was that it only took them two hours, but what I 

concluded is that there was no way this woman could 

have been out on time had it not been for some really 

agreeable guys who made it kind of fun to help some 

people who needed assistance. I am grateful we have 

people like that. 
 

~cont. in column 2 

The women of the Council of Catholic Women (CCW)

—especially their skillful leaders—are among the others 

I want to thank. There is a lot that they do, but I am 

especially indebted to them for making the reception on 

November 21 so beautiful. Archbishop Nienstedt‟s note, 

published in last Sunday‟s bulletin, emphasized the 

reception for good reason. Although I have reason to 

believe he never did eat anything (he declined a plate 

offered to him because he was going from table to table 

speaking to the people of the parish), it was at the 

reception the Archbishop saw most clearly that all of you 

have such a good spirit about you. Food and drink and a 

chance to sit down bring out the best in people. So to 

you women of the CCW and your husbands, a special 

thank you! I hope, if you are not already a member, that 

the women of the parish will consider joining and being 

active in the Council of Catholic Women, even if you 

personally focus on just a single event. 
 

Finally, I would like to mention an event very clearly 

connected to Christmas has just taken place in our 

parish. I watched with some amazement last Sunday 

afternoon as volunteers sorted gifts for the Giving Tree. 

You probably all noticed the tree in our Gathering Space 

beginning a few weeks ago. That was not a Christmas 

tree, although eventually there were presents under it. 

When the Giving Tree in unveiled each year, it is 

covered with paper ornaments that parishioners are 

invited to take. Each ornament has a specific gift 

(“action figures” or “pots and pans”) requested by 

someone described only as, for example, “a 10-year-old 

girl” or “a mother.” The parishioner buys a gift that 

answers the wish, wraps it, and brings it to church to put 

under the Giving Tree. But a lot of work is involved in 

all of this. The requests of families known to different 

agencies in our area, and families from our parish, are 

given to the parish. The volunteers agreed to take on 36 

families this year—some had three or four members, and 

some were larger families, with eight or nine members. 

The Giving Tree leaders copied the requests onto paper 

doll ornaments to protect the families‟ anonymity, but 

also so that the wrapped gifts could be grouped back 

together again to be delivered to the families. After the 

presents were placed under the tree, our Confirmation 

candidates brought them to the Ravoux Room and sorted 

them according to the numbered family code. In the 

afternoon, more volunteers removed the codes and 

replaced them with gift tags bearing the real first name 

of the recipient. No one except the handful of leaders 

would ever know the identity of the people who receive 

the gifts. I thank everyone who participated in making 

the lives of strangers that much brighter. That really is a 

way of letting the love of God shine brightly in a world 

that is not quite as dark as some would claim! 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

RCIA: An Invitation to All Parishioners 
The RCIA process includes sessions at which candidates 

and others have an opportunity to learn about Catholic 
teaching and how faith can be put into practice in our 

daily lives. These sessions—which are scheduled 
following the 11:00 Mass—are open to anyone who is 
interested in learning more about our Catholic faith. 

Please consider joining as many of these sessions as you 
would like. Pre-registration is not required. Dates for 
these sessions can be found on our website or by 

contact ing Lisa Amos,  651.905.4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 

Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-
centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 

one on Mondays through February from 6-7:30 p.m. at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. For more 
information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 952.435.8102. 

Next in this series: 
December 14: “Holiday Bluesò  

Sunday, December 20, 7 p.m.: Service of Remembrance 
Prince of Peace Sanctuary  

December 21: ñHow Families Cope with Griefò 

 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 
Series, which runs Mondays through March 
22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 
South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 
651.683.9808. 

Monday, December 14: ñCreating New 
Holiday Ritualsò 

Dick Obershaw, MSW, LICSW, Director of Grief Center 

 

Senior Cooking Class 
Tuesday, December 15, 11 a.m. 
Cerenity Senior Care is returning to St. Peter‟s; this time 
they will be sharing tips on cooking for a healthy heart. 

All seniors are invited to join us for this fun opportunity 
to sample tasty ideas for cooking healthy food. The class 
is free, but reservations are requested. Please contact Lisa 

Amos at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org  to 
reserve your spot. 

 
A Community Caring for Life 
Have you been curious about what the Community Caring 
for Life group does?  Come to our annual Christmas party 
and find out! We will be meeting at 6 p.m. on Thursday, 

December 17, in Conference Room I. Bring a dessert or 
appetizer to share and we will review the work this group 
has done over the past year. We hope to see you! 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Christmas Pageant: 
Donôt Forget!! We have our second Christmas Pageant 

rehearsal on Saturday, December 19, from 9:30 to 11 

a.m. Please have children bring their costumes as this is 

our dress rehearsal. Snacks will be served during the last 

20 minutes of rehearsal today.   

 

The Christmas Pageant is on Sunday, December 20 

after 9:00 Mass. 

 

SPY Ministry Information on Twitter! 
Are you on Twitter? SPY Ministry is! If you have a 

Twitter account, just follow the handle “SPYMinistry” for 

updates on youth group events, Wednesday night RE 

classes, Workcamp, Week of Hope, and more! You can 

also link to our Twitter page from the homepage of 

www.spyministry.com. 

 

Workcamp Can Collection 
Aluminum cans can be donated to Workcamp by 

dropping them off in the green can trailer in the parking 

lot. Please no glass, plastic, food trays, etc…Please limit 

your donation to aluminum cans. We have an 

organization that has offered to match our funds from the 

can trailer, so remember your cans are worth double! Last 

year („08-„09) your donated cans were worth over $1,000 

to Workcamp! We thank you so much for all your help. 

Liturgical Ministers 

The February 1, 2010, through May 31, 2010, schedules 

will be available and distributed in early January 2010. If 

you have not yet indicated your availability for these 

months, or no longer are interested in serving in this 

ministry, please contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail 

box  at 651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Monday, 

December 28, 2009. Thanks! 

Parish Penance Service 

Thursday, December 17, 7 p.m. 

Main Church 

We will have a total of 5 priests for 

Individual Confessions. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 11/30-12/6/09 ..................... $18,550 

Actual for the period of 11/30-12/6/09 .................. $19,810 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $405,025 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $335,811 
 

Year-End Reminder 
Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be 

received in the office or postmarked by Thursday, 

December 31, to be included as a 2009 contribution. If a 

stock contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough 

time for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer 

instructions are available by calling Mary at 

651.905.4307. 
 

IRA Charitable Rollover 
A two-year extension of the IRA charitable rollover has 

been granted by Congress. This Act permits Individual 

Retirement Account (IRAs) owners starting at age 70½ to 

make charitable gifts totaling up to $100,000 per year 

from their IRAs tax free if made directly to qualified 

public charities. If you are interested in donating to the 

church from your IRA, please contact your IRA 

representative. 
 

Make Donations online! 
St Peters has recently added another convenient way to 

make donations. By going to our website at 

www.stpetersmendota.org and clicking on donations on 

the right side of the page you can make donations with 

your credit card or have them directly deducted from your 

checking or savings accounts. These donations can be set 

up as a one-time transaction or on a recurring basis. You 

can also specify which fund you would like your 

contributions to go to; the Historic Church, regular 

Sunday contributions or the Capital Campaign.  
 

This feature is provided through VANCO Services, the 

same company that provides our electronic contributions. 

We receive a weekly report of all contributions so that we 

may record these on your year end report. It is safe, quick 

and easy! Please check out this new, easy to use method 

of supporting your church. 

Social Justice Thought 

T he economy needs ethics in order to function 

correction—not any ethics whatsoever, but an ethics 

which is people-centered. 
 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Religious face rising costs. Data submitted to the 

National Religious Retirement Office reveals that the 

average annual cost of care for women and men religious 

age 70 and over has more than doubled since 1989. 

Current statistics put this figure at $35,077 per person 

annually, with skilled care reaching nearly $55,000. Your 

donation to the Retirement Fund for Religious provides 

critical support to religious institutes in meeting the 

escalating costs of elder care. Please pray for all religious 

and give generously to today‟s second collection. 

 

New white socksðmens and womens—are urgently 

needed for the homeless and are being collected for 

Listening House distribution. A box is located in the coat 

room for your donation. 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Readings for the 

Week of December 13 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 

Friday:  Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 

Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 

Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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Monday, December 14 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, December 15 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Women‟s Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 10 am Senior Cooking Class, Heritage Center 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 
  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team Meeting, 
   Family Room 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
   ESR 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, December 17 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Parish Penance Service, Main Church 
 

Friday, December 18 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Daily Mass Birthday Celebration, 
   Heritage Center 
  

Saturday, December 19 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 9:30 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, MC 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
  Hospitality 
 

Sunday, December 20ðFourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 am Sunday School, Lower Level 
 10 am Christmas Pageant, Main Church 
 After Masses: 
  Hospitality 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom O‟Neill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.681.1678 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan O‟Brien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  
 Monday, Dec. 14 - †Deacon Gerald Blissenbach 
 Tuesday, Dec. 15 -  †Frances Berscheit 
 Wednesday, Dec. 16 - †Albena Reynolds 
 Thursday, Dec. 17 - †Marie Holck 
 Friday, Dec. 18 - †Ted Goers 
 Saturday, Dec. 19 - †Tom Pahl 
 Sunday, Dec. 20 - 9 a.m. - †Jeffrey Weiss 
  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Thursday, December 24 

Mass celebrated at 4 and 10 p.m. 

Friday, December 25 

Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

Caroling begins ½ hour previous  
to all Christmas Eve  

and Day Masses.  
 

Thursday, December 31 (Mary, Mother of God) 

Mass celebrated at 4 p.m. 

 

Friday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God) 

Mass celebrated at 10 a.m. 

 

ALL MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN 

THE MAIN CHURCH. 
 

In observance of the holidays, the parish office will 

close at 12 noon on Thursday, December 24. We 

will be closed all day on Friday, December 25, and 

Friday, January 1. 

Christmas-New Years Shepherd the Way 

Capital Campaign 

Shepherd the Way capital campaign in final 
phaseðconsider making a year end gift! 

 
Your gift to the Shepherd the Way capital campaign 

makes a difference in the future of our parish school. 

Please prayerfully consider a year-end gift to the 

campaign. Your contribution will help us finish the 

founding of Faithful Shepherd Catholic School by raising 

$2.5 million dollars to reduce the debt on the building and 

investing in technology. A successful campaign will 

strengthen the school‟s ability to invest in other priorities 

that maintain and enhance the quality of education at 

Faithful Shepherd. Make a gift at www. 

shepherdtheway.com. 

Sunday, December 20 
Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 10 a.m. 

Knights of Columbus 

Pancake Breakfast 

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus 

Council #7604 is sponsoring a Pancake 

Breakfast with Santa at Applebee‟s in 

Eagan Town Centre on Saturday, 

December 19. Menu is eggs, sausage, 

beverage and all the pancakes you can 

eat. Cost is $5 per person, children 3 

and under eat free. If you would like, please bring a food 

item for the food shelf. 
 

Parents: please remember to bring your camera. For more 

information or pre-sale tickets, please call Art at 

651.452.6779. 

Capital Campaign Cards 

In November each household was mailed information 

regarding our capital campaign running from 2010 to 

2012. Included with that mailing was a pledge card and 

return envelope. While we have received many of these 

pledge cards, we still have many more that need to be 

returned. If you have not yet returned your card, please do 

so over the next few weeks. More cards are available in 

the parish office and also on the Information Counter in 

the Gathering Space. 

 

It is very important that all families participate in this 

campaign in order to meet our minimum goal of 

$650,000 each year. This is what is required annually to 

make our monthly mortgage payments. Raising less than 

this is not an option. Raising more than this amount 

allows us to pay down our debt on an accelerated basis. 

Please contact the parish office at 651.452.4550 if you 

have any questions. 
Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 


