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Fourth Sunday of Advent Parish School: Faithful Shepherd SHEPHERD

65 1 _406_4747 Catholic, School

3355 Columbia Drive

Eagan, MN 55121

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church)

WEEKDAY MASSES

(all in the Historic Church)

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
HOLY DAYS As announced.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS
Call the parish office for more information.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Lisa and Luke OISON .......ccccoevveviinenininicicienene, 651-683-0437
E-mail: lisaandluke@comcast.net

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.stpetersmendota.org
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From the Pastor’s Desk

@o you ever feel stressed in the month of December?

I certainly do. It always feels to me that there are many
tasks to be accomplished, cards to be sent, and shopping
to be done. I guess you could say that sometimes I feel
too busy to observe Advent. Yet I know I must observe
Advent . It s good
season of the Church year.

However inadequate my observance of Advent might be,
it is always fuller than the one that came in 1995. [ was a
student then, a seminarian studying in Jerusalem for a
semester. Our semester ended that year around December
6, followed by a wonderful trip to Egypt. We spent the
Immaculate Conception on a Red Sea beach in the Sinai
Peninsula town of Nuweiba, and walked up Mount Sinai
in the wee hours of the next morning to see the sun rise on
the 9™. I turned 25 in Cairo, and we topped that with some
time in Luxor and the ancient monasteries in the Egyptian
desert. We returned to Israel only to pack, rest, and get
ready to leave the country. I came back to the United
States by way of London, and spent several days there
before arriving in Minnesota. The whole thing was the
trip of a lifetime.

I am not simply giving
admit that I was just reliving those experiences). | am
making a point about Advent. We seminarians really had
to be deliberate about observing Advent as best we could.
Jerusalem had no Christmas decorations, as you might
imagine. A large menorah in a public square was the only
seasonal indication I could see at all, and that was for the
very low-key holiday of Hanukkah. We saw many sights
in Egypt, but none of those activities made it easier to
observe Advent. I found myself longing for the trappings
of the season as we see them in the United States, but they
were not to be had. So I used the daily and Sunday
Masses to concentrate on Advent, allowing the Scripture
readings and prayers to help me. I was already praying the
Liturgy of the Hours, which I solemnly promised to pray
when [ was ordained a deacon. This system of praying the
Psalms in the Office of Readings, Morning Prayer,
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Night Prayer makes
it much easier to observe the Church year, so that was a
big help. (So was my stay in London, where I could visit
churches. The soft Christmas music 1 heard when I
boarded my London-bound plane in Tel Aviv was a great
surprise, and was just what I needed.)

~cont. in column 2

for me
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So on this Fourth Sunday of Advent, just five days from
Christmas, we are presented with an opportunity. We can
use the days that remain by becoming frantic about all of
the things left to be done, sinking into distraction or even
worry. Or we can let go of concerns about getting things
to look just right and instead try to focus on what God is
trying to tell us. (I am writing as much to myself as to
anyone.) Please do make sure you take some time to pray
on each of these days. What we are about to celebrate is

the bt & God Bin¥s@fNnto oul MumamMt¥nditforda NeO 1 1 t

loves us, and wants us to be with him. If it were
otherwise, why would he have come to us in our flesh?
This is the feast of the Incarnation, a word that literally
means “in the flesh.”
up and ennobled us by becoming a human being.

The following quotation from St. Augustine is part of the
Church’'s prayer in the

Eve. Perhaps you would like to make it part of your
prayer in these last days of Advent: i L et us
celebrate the coming of our salvation and redemption.
Let us celebrate the festive day on which he who is the
great and eternal day came from the great and endless
day of eternity into our
what greater grace could God have made than to make
his only son become the son of man, so that a son of man
might in turn become son of God? Ask if this were
merited,; ask for its reason, for its justification, and see

Y Qukktheryou Will fa¥afylotReRaMs®er blit Shbet gy U g h

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin

Christmas-New Years
Mass Schedule

Thursday, December 24
Mass celebrated at 4 and 10 p.m.

Friday, December 25
Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m.
Caroling begins "2 hour previous
to all Christmas Eve
and Day Masses.

Thursday, December 31 (Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 4 p.m.

Friday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God)
Mass celebrated at 10 a.m.

ALL MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED IN
THE MAIN CHURCH.

In observance of the holidays, the parish office will

close at 12 noon on Thursday, December 24. We

will be closed all day on Friday, December 25, and
Friday, January 1.

Let

t hen
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation

Elementary and Middle School

Religious Education

There will be no Grade 1-8 classes on Wednesday,
December 23 or 30, due to the Christmas break. We will
resume classes on Wednesday, January 6. Grade 2 will
not resume classes until January 20. Have a safe and
blessed holiday!

Sunday School and Liturgy

of the Word for Children

There will be no Liturgy of the Word for children on
Sunday, December 20 or 27. We will resume Liturgy of
the Word for children on Sunday, January 3.

First Eucharist Programd Grade 2

Classes for the First Eucharist program will begin on
Wednesday, January 20. If your second grade child was
not in the Reconciliation program this fall, please contact
Rita Holien at 651.905.4318 immediately to register your
child. Please make sure you register before coming on
January 20. Thank you!

Liturgical Ministers

The February 1, 2010, through May 31, 2010, schedules

will be available and distributed in early January 2010. If

you have not yet indicated your availability for these

months, or no longer are interested in serving in this

ministry, please contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail

box at 651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates

you are NOT available during these time periods. The

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Monday,
December 28, 2009T'hanks!

Parish Communication Box

We want to hear from you! Do you have a question, idea
or information to share with the parish or Fr. Gallatin? A
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Pastoral Ministry

Grief Support

Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-
centered support series for adults who have lost a loved
one on Mondays through February from 6-7:30 p.m. at
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. For more
information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 952.435.8102.
Next in this series:

Sunday, December 207 p.m.: Service of Remembrance

Prince of Peace Sanctuary

December21li How Fami | i
December 28A T h e

es

Rol e of Faith

Separated and Divorced
All are welcome to attend the A Cat F ~,.;
Coalition for Sepa
Series, which runs Mondays through March 7
22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and
speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455
South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call
651.683.9808.

December 21 and December 28:

Holiday break, no meetings

Separated & Divorced Catholics

SEET Peter’ s i s in need
Separated & Divorced Coalition. These individuals would
represent St . Peter’s at
meetings per year and several Monday evenings
throughout the scheduled program. Please contact Lisa
Amos at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org for
more information about this valuable ministry to others.

Save the Date!

Beginning in March 2010, the Science Museum of
Minnesota will host a very exciting exhibit of the Dead
Sea Scrolls. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see
these earliest known texts of the Bible. This experience is
made even more special by the inclusion of The Saint

Cope

"y

John’' s Bi bl e,-writtch Bibleroeginaiss t h
box and green response cards have been added to the from Minnesota's own St . Jc
counter in the Information Center for you to easily submit St . Peter's wil.| be taking

your thoughts. These cards are also a good way to let Fr.
know of parishioner hospital stays and other such
important information. We hope you will find this an easy
and effective way to communicate with the parish staff
and we look forward to hearing from you!

6, 2010. More information and registration will be made
available in early 2010. Be sure to mark your calendars
for this amazing opportunity!

Saturday Scripture Study

Join in the experience of openingthe i we ek end scr
r e a dion §atirday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are
welcome to attend.



Fourth Sunday of Advent

St. Peter’s Community News

Annual Giving

Weekly Contribution Summary
Contribution information was not available when the
bulletin was printed.

Year-End Reminder

Parishioners are reminded that all donations must be
received in the office or postmarked by Thursday,
December 31, to be included as a 2009 contribution. If a
stock contribution is to be made, be sure to allow enough
time for the transaction to be completed. Stock transfer
instructions are available by calling Mary at
651.905.4307.

IRA Charitable Rollover

A two-year extension of the IRA charitable rollover has
been granted by Congress. This Act permits Individual
Retirement Account (IRAs) owners starting at age 70% to
make charitable gifts totaling up to $100,000 per year
from their IRAs tax free if made directly to qualified
public charities. If you are interested in donating to the
church from your IRA, please contact your IRA
representative.

Make Donations online!

St Peters has recently added another convenient way to
make donations. By going to our website at
www.stpetersmendota.org and clicking on donations on
the right side of the page you can make donations with
your credit card or have them directly deducted from your
checking or savings accounts. These donations can be set
up as a one-time transaction or on a recurring basis. You
can also specify which fund you would like your
contributions to go to; the Historic Church, regular
Sunday contributions or the Capital Campaign.

This feature is provided through VANCO Services, the
same company that provides our electronic contributions.
We receive a weekly report of all contributions so that we
may record these on your year-end report. It is safe, quick
and easy! Please check out this new, easy to use method
of supporting your church.

Social Justice Thought

M\ small body of determined spirits fired by an
unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of
history.

~Mohandas Gandhi
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St. Peter’s Reaches Out

Donate Printer Cartridges and

Old Cell Phones

Did you know you could donate your used, empty printer
cartridges (inkjet or laser) as well as old cell phones to
help raise funds for Workcamp? Just drop them off in the
designated box in the coatroom. For more information,
please contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312.

Eucharistic Devotions

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter:
fiCould you not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray. o

Do you receive
The Catholic Spirit?

The Catholic Spirit is the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. If you do not
currently receive this publication, and would like to be
added to the distribution list or have any questions, please
contact Darlene at 651.905.4302 or email
dolson@stpetersmendota.org and you will be added to the
parish list.

OUR VISION

We envision St . Peterds to
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
Godobés gifts and bl essings.

OUR M ISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment
to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.
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The Next Week
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Monday, December 21

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Tuesday, December 22
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm

s Bible

Conference Room I and II

9:45am Wo me n Stud

2:15 pm  Legion of Mary, Family Room

Wednesday, December 23
9am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45am  Divine Mercy, Conference Room I

7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church

Thursday, December 24
Parish Office will close at 12 Noon
Masses at 4 and 10 pm, Main Church
Caroling Begins ¥2 Hour Before Each Mass
Al-Anon, Room 7

Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5

7 pm
7 pm

Friday, December 2% Christmas Day
Parish Office Closed
Masses at 9 and 11 am, Main Church
Christmas Caroling Begins
Y% Hour Before Each Mass

Saturday, December 26
9 and 10:30 am

Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

10 am Scripture Study, Community Room
4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal

5pm Mass, Main Church

Sunday, December 2@ Holy Family
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Main Church
9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church
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Parish Pastoral Council

Tom O’ Nei.l.l.....Ch.a.651.454.5128
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair............ 651.454.6325
Mary Partington, Secretary.................... 651.457.5164
Paul Boller ........coceeieiiiiiiiiiiieeee 651.994.8566
Barbara Dingmann.............cccccveevveeennnne 651.681.1678
Tom Kraus ......cccccevvierienieineenecnienien 651.454.6757
Laurie Reding ........cccocvevvvevienienienennn, 651.688.8536
Margaret Smith .........coccoovveniiniiiiinn, 651.698.7546
John Vogel......coooiviiiiiiiie 651.688.7427
Trustees:

Jim Oricchio.....coveeieiiiieiecee, 651.452.3587
Helen Wilkie........ccooevevveniniieinne, 651.365.1334

Committee Contacts

Cemetery Team
Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559
Community Caring for Life
Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Council of Catholic Women
Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009
Eucharistic Adoration
Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289
Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.)
Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240
Dan O’ Brien,
Finance Team
Jim Fink, 651.454.0233
Guatemala Mission
Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997
Knights of Columbus
Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231
Legion of Mary
Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184
Liturgical Environment
Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884
Liturgical Ministers
Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands
Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379
Mobile Meals
Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622
Mends Cl ub
John Vogel, 651.688.7427
Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers)
Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712
Pastoral Care Team
Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Prayer Chain
Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437
Saturday Morning Scripture Study
Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328
Social Justice
Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304
Ugandan Outreach
Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986
Workcamp
Ed Overell, 651.905.4312

651. 895.

6040



Fourth Sunday of Advent

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org
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Merry Christmas from
Uganda

Please visit the display case in the Gathering Space to
view the Christmas cards that were created by the

children of St. Anthony’s P
Faithful Shepherd Catholic Thank you to all of our sponsors! You will receive an
update from our Uganda Mission team shortly.
School’s Free Parenting
KAHNversation Series If you are interested in learning more about our mission in
Migyera, Uganda, sponsoring a child, or our partnership
. . . : with St. Ant hony' s Pari sh,
Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is hosting FREE ;4 ¢51 456 .0986. We would love to have you join us!
Parenting KAHNverstation series! Dr. Steven Kahn,
FS.CS's.scho.oI ps.yc.hollogisma%illnlterﬁmnisghten parent s
practical parenting strategies. No registration required.
Bring a friend! Any questions please contact Ronda Tﬂggfgmlggsare the intentions remembered by the
Rottjakob at rottjak@comcast.net or 651.687.0801. pTuesday, Déc. 22+ Frank Burns
Thursday, Dec. 24-10p.m.-T Ly |l e &
Thursday, January 7 ~8:05-9 : 0 5 Aaoidmg “ tDuane Kahnke
Power Struggle’s Friday, Dec. 25- 9am.-tBi I | & tDan Go

Thursday, February 18 ~ 6:30-7:30 p.m.

“Friendship From the

Readings for the
Week of December 20

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66

Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk
1:67-79

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt
1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or
1:1-5, 9-14

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-
24/Lk 2:41-52
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11 a.m.- Mass For the People
Saturday, Dec. 266t Luci | Il e & TCIl aud
C h iSHNgay. @ecng P Mgse‘ For\}hé People
r.

lam.-t Mi chael Gayv

Rosary for Life

The 5" Annual “Rosary for Life
Il nnocent s”: Peacef ul prayer
mothers, fathers and families on Monday, December 28,

12 noon to 1 p.m. on the public sidewalk at 1965 Ford
Parkway in St. Paul. Led by the Knights of Columbus,

Saint Paul Council No. 397. All people of good will
toward men, women, and their unborn children welcome!

Please join them (weather permitting). For more
information call the Saint Paul Council 397 at
651.698.3008 or Vaughn at 651.739.1833.

“Come & See”
Discernment Weekends

Learn, share and enjoy the spirit, charism and mission of
the Churches’ newest Sai
January 2-3, 2010at the novitiate of the Little Sisters of
the Poor, Queens Village, New York
February 12-14, 2010at the Little Sisters of the Poor in
Washington DC.

For more information contact Sr. Maria Francis at
651.227.0336, or Sr. Beatrice Mary at 651.303.0938 or
www.littlesisterofthepoor.org.

nt



