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From t he Pastor S

B ecause there was no new bulletin published last
week, this article is the first I have written in quite some
time. This column is for the last day of the season of
Christmas, which is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord,
so I thought I would clear up some questions you might
have about the season.

The length of the Christmas season depends on which day
it falls, believe it or not. Advent always begins on a
Sunday and Christmas always ends on a Sunday, so the
two of them together are six weeks. But Advent can be
short and Christmas long, or Advent long and Christmas
short. This year, Christmas is 17 days long.
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In, the forest the trees are close to each other and
Seakh one contributes to making the forest a shady
and sometimes dark place. And here, chosen from
among a multitude, the majestic fir that you are
offering me today is lit up and covered with
sparkling decorations like as many marvellous
fruits. Having abandoned its sombre dress for a
scintillating splendour, it is transfigured and
becomes the messenger of a light that is not its
own but bears witness to the true Light that
comes into this world. Thi s tre
comparable to that of the shepherds: while they
were watching in the shadows of the night, here
they are il lumined by t|
treeds destiny is also
we are called to bear good fruits to show that the
world has truly been visited and redeemed by the

De

e 0s

What about the ftwelve days &Fd Senipgbdssideihg qib, §is fiy p gspyng ¢
ask? That is the number of days from December 25 way, demonstrates the great mystery that was
through January 5, the day before the standard date of present in the simple, poor place of Bethlehem.
Epiphany. In the United States, Epiphany was moved to a To the inhabitants of Rome, to all the pilgrims
Sunday forty years ago, and &&adjit@sabsuahoy wheld IJaAl
In some countries, it is. On the calendar for the whole the television images broadcast across the world,
Catholic Church, itds Januarliyproglaimg theg coning @is the aSon rpipo Gog.  d a
obligation. But of course that is not true here. Through this tree, the ground of your land and the

faith of the Christian Communities of your
Doesnodt Christmastide end on RegitnerceBlp infarh God, yhe Gnd wha chnre L o |
others may ask? No. It ends today, with the Baptism of to make all things new and to call all creatures,
the Lord. That 6s why t he ¢ h ufiforng the humbdlgstad te Snosttealeed to antere d  f

Christmas until today. I will also take my tree down
today, January 10, i f |
my outdoor lights, with some sadness.

Now speaking of lights, I would like to include something
I found on the Vatican website. I was looking for the
Hol vy F dUtbh & rOths address, the traditional
greeting given ATo the

to find it. Instead I found this obscure December 18 thank
-you speech to the people from Belgium who supplied the
Christmas tree for St.
much that I decided to share part of it with you. Pope
Benedict perfectly weaves the Christmas theme of light in
the darkness with an expression of gratitude.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I welcome all of you who have come here to offer
the Christmas tree which, together with the crib,
wi | | decorat e St
celebrations
the bishop, ambassador, civil authorities, singers,
etc.] 1 also thank those who saw to the delicate
transport of this imposing tree.

~cont. in column 2

City
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e Popelthanks N at9Wis yI

into the mystery of Redemption and to be

assotigme@withil. 61 I al so pul |l th

have

I pray that the populations of your region will
stay faithful to the light of the faith. Brought a
long time ago by men who ventured into the
valleys and forests of the Ardennes, from your
ardh bhe 1o of R speMad thefltakh byLa t f
great number of missionaries, who left their
native land to spread it, sometimes even to the
PeterdpysSadarine forAlgeassd T
light of this tree may bring joy to your hearts and
that you will be able to celebrate Christmas with a
greater inner joy. May God bless you all! Happy
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Such a wonderful thing for Pope Benedict to write! A tree
éh?t gnge addg(_i &outhg §l1aéie al’l(& d&rlﬁl?ssao%the f?r_eﬁt és

hi'nigng wi t f l'i ght
way, we are called to transmit the light of Christ, to show
the world that God himself has indeed been born, and that
he offers salvation. So I will say for this one last time this
year: God bless you in this season of Christmas!

t

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin
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Religious Education/
Faith Formation

Attention: Parents of Students in Grades 5-8

On Wednesday, January 13, we will have a Parent
Meeting at 4:30 and again at 6:30 p.min Heritage
Center. The purpose of this meeting is to share with you
the curriculum for the 0
safety program that we will be using with the youth in
Grades 5-8. Please contact Kathy Raible at 651.905.4311

if you have any questions.

Pizza and Bingo Night!

On Friday, January 22, RE/FF is
excited to host another pizza and
bingo night. From 6 to 8 p.m. we
will serve pizza and play bingo. Fun
for all ages! Although this event is FREE, we ask that you
make a fAreservationo so
order. There will be a table in the Gathering Space after
all the Masses on January 16 and 17 to sign up for this
event OR you can call the RE phone line at 651.905.4314
and leave a message to let us know how many are
coming. We look forward to seeing you there!

Grade 2 First Eucharist Program

Grade 2 does nothave class on January 13, class resumes
for Grade 2 on January 20. We will be having our Grade
2 Focus Mass on Sunday, January 24t the 9:00 and
11:00 Masses. Eucharist Parent Session Iwill be on
Tuesday, January 26, at 6:30 p.m. Please contact Kathy
Raible at 651.905.4311 if you have any questions.

Youth Group Ski Trip

Our annual Youth Group Ski Trip will be
Sunday, January 17, at Wild Mountain. Our
charter bus wil/l I
returning around 10:30 p.m. that night (no
school on Monday due to Martin Luther
King Jr., Day). Cost is $35 for a lift ticket
and equipment rental, $20 for lift ticket only. For more
information go to www.spyministry.org or call Ed Overell
at 651.905.4312.

Eucharistic Devotions

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are
welcome for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church
on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter:
fiCould you not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray.

s thospitajity apdawe nped you help! 1
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Pastoral Ministry

Grief Support
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-
centered support series for adults who have lost a loved
one. Series runs Mondays through February from 6-7:30
p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville.
or more_information case call , Vicki , Gustafson at
QL frerapoh, A" BTBS a0
Next in this series:
January 11:iWh at t o

January 25:A My Body i

sonal

wi t h th

Falling

Do
S

Separated and Divorced
All are welcome to attend the A Cat bk =/} F

Coalition for Sepa. d a
Series, which runs Mondays through March 7
22, 2010. Reglstratlon is at 6:45 p.m. and
Vé’p%akelg B 9 W.m. DR WhorfY Bebket @hlirdh,Z4855 t O
South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call
651.683.9808.
January 11:
AfiDeal ing with Anger o

Maureen Campion, MS, LP
Minnesota Valley Psychologist

January 18:
Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday. no meeting

Sign Up to Host
Hospitality Today!

Sign-up sheets for hosting hospitality are now located on
the counter in the Information Center! Our parishioners
are an important part of both enjoying and running

p .

The time commitment is approximately 30 minutes: 5-10
minutes before Mass and 15-20 minutes after Mass.

m.

Everything will be ready to go prior to your arrival, just
brew the coffee and arrange the treats (on treat and donut
days). Our detailed instructions will lead you through
each step of this fun and easy process. You will enjoy
time visiting with other parishioners and they will
appreciate your time and efforts in return.

Contact Jenn Foehl with any questions or for more
information at 651.905.4308 or jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org.

>,
‘ //) )
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Baptism of the Lord
St . Peter ' s

Annual Giving
Weekly Contribution Summary

Budget for the period 12/14-12/20/09.................... $26,105
Actual for the period of 12/14-12/20/09................ $38,060
Budget for the period 12/21-12/27/09 ................... $28,600
Actual for the period of 12/21-12/27/09................ $24,171
Budget for the period 12/28/09-1/3/10.................. $27,910
Actual for the period of 12/28/09-1/3/10 .............. $25,545
Year-to-Date Budget ........ccocevvveveniiiieieiieienen, $501,240
Year-to-Date Actual .......ccooeovviveiiiiieiiieeeee, $440,163

Capital Campaign Cards

In November each household was mailed information
regarding our capital campaign running from 2010 to
2012. Included with that mailing was a pledge card and
return envelope. While we have received many of these
pledge cards, we still have many more that need to be
returned. If you have not yet returned your card, please do
so over the next few weeks. More cards are available in
the parish office and also on the Information Counter in
the Gathering Space.

It is very important that all families participate in this
campaign in order to meet our minimum goal of
$650,000 each yearThis is what is required annually to
make our monthly mortgage payments. Raising less than
this is not an option. Raising more than this amount
allows us to pay down our debt on an accelerated basis.
Please contact the parish office at 651.452.4550 if you
have any questions.

Sincere Sympathy

(3
FOREVER friends of Marie Nordin, Edward

Plante and Bradford Genereaux. We pray through
faith that they are enjoying everlasting life.

Social Justice Thought

I he indecencies of poverty and hunger should be no
surprise in a culture
what is and is not

~CHARITY IN TRUTH

Communi

mar ked by
human.
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ty News

St . Pet er ' s

Thank you from Second Harvest
Thanksgiving Collection
Dear Friends,

On behalf of Second Harvest Heartland and those we
serve, | would like to thank you for your contribution of
$389.82 received on December 22. Your gift translates
into $3,508.38 worth of food for those in our community
who are hungry.

Sincerely yours,
Rob Zeaskie
Executive Director

Thank you from the Cathedral of Saint Paul
Dear Father Gallatin and Parishioners,

Future generations of the faithful will thank you and all
your parishioners for your gift of $3,986 to support the
restoration of the Cathedral of Saint Paul. Your gift, and
your love for the Cathedral which your gift represents,
will help to ensure that his important monument of our
Catholic faith will retain its beauty and integrity for many
years to come.

With my good wishes and gratitude, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Most Reverend Lee A. Piché

Auxiliary Bishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
Episcopal Vicar for the Cathedral of Saint Paul

Yarn Call

Thi s i s no joke (you
Marvelous Mitten Makers knit, crochet, etc., caps,
mittens, scarves for needy youth in the St. Paul area. They

have no need for anymore. There is a box in the coat
room of the Main Church for your donation. If you would
like to get involved with creating items, call Sr. Zoa at
651.450.6328. Thank you!

NeurisT], St . Peterds commu ngrtefyly accepyypugpgriekor full skins of yarn that you
i oo 'sincere sympathy to the families and

Wedding Banns

First Proclamation
Jason Alt and Sarah Zirnhelt
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The Next Week

page Sa

Monday, January 11
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Tuesday, January 12
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm
945am Womenods Bible
Conference Room I and 11
2:15 pm  Legion of Mary, Family Room

Stud

Wednesday, January 13
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
9:45 am  Divine Mercy, Conference Room I
1:30 pm  Council of Catholic Women Board
Meeting, Conference Room I
4:30 and 6:30 pm
ESR and Parent Meeting

7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church

Thursday, January 14

9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)
7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7

7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5
6:30 pm  Wedding Music Workshop,

Conference Room I

Friday, January 15
9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary)

Saturday, January 16
9 and 10:30 am
Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4

7 pm Al-Anon, Room 5
10 am Scripture Study, Community Room
4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church
4:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal
5pm Mass, Main Church
After Mass:

Hospitality

Sunday, January 13 2" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 & 10:30 am
Choir Rehearsal, Main Church

9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church
9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children
After Masses:

Hospitality
12:30 pm Baptisms, Main Church
1pm Youth Ski Trip

Mass Intentions

The following are the intentions remembered by
the priest at Mass:

Tuesday, Jan.12 AFr ances
Wednesday, Jan. 13AJ os e p h
Saturday, Jan. 16cADav i d
Sunday, Jan. 179 a.m.- Mass For the People

11lam-ADeacon

& ALI
Judki ns

Ger al
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Parish Pastoral Council

Tom OO Nei.l.l....Ch.a.i651.454.5128
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair............ 651.454.6325
Mary Partington, Secretary.................... 651.457.5164
Paul Boller ........coceeieiiiiiiiiiiieeee 651.994.8566
Barbara Dingmann.............cccccveevveeennnne 651.686.4671
Tom Kraus ......cccccevvierienieineenecnienien 651.454.6757
Laurie Reding ........cccocvevvvevienienienennn, 651.688.8536
Margaret Smith .........coccoovveniiniiiiinn, 651.698.7546
John Vogel......coooiviiiiiiiie 651.688.7427
Trustees:

Jim Oricchio.....coveeieiiiieiecee, 651.452.3587
Helen Wilkie......ccococvvvvvevivenieeniecieeee, 651.365.1334

Committee Contacts

Cemetery Team
Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559
Community Caring for Life
Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Council of Catholic Women
Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009
Eucharistic Adoration
Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289
Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.)
Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240
Dan OO6Brien,
Finance Team
Jim Fink, 651.454.0233
Guatemala Mission
Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997
Knights of Columbus
Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231
Legion of Mary
Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184
Liturgical Environment
Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884
Liturgical Ministers
Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands
Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379
Mobile Meals
Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622
Mends Cl ub
John Vogel, 651.688.7427
Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers)
Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712
Pastoral Care Team
Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550
Prayer Chain
Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437
Saturday Morning Scripture Study
Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328

651. 895.

Ber schei t gogalJustice
i a n Lida &Anw®s, 651.905.4304

Ugandan Outreach
Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986
Workcamp

Bl I $60RRIPA1903.4312
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org

Discover Faithful Shepherd
Catholic School

Faithful Shepherd
accredited K-8 Elementary and Middle School. With
small class sizes, a rigorous curriculum, and faith-based
academics, our community offers a unique educational
experience for students. Come and visit to learn why so
many families think ités

Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfast

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus

4557 is sponsoring a Pancake breakfast at
'.:;L:"'-'i-_'. Appl ebeeds in
I\rﬁ:ff“: Saturday, January 16. Cost is $5 per
@M; person and children 3 years and under

are free. Menu is Sausage, ALL the

pancakes you can eat and beverage. For
information or pre-sale tickets, please call Art at
651.452.6779.

Readings for the
Week of January 10

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or 40:1-5, 9-11/Acts 10:34-
38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11

©Liturgical Publications Inc
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Visitation Grades 9-12
Open House

Convent of the Visitation Schoold located at 2455
Visitation Drive in Mendota Heightsd will hold an Upper
School Open House on Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m.
This informational open house is planned for prospective
families interested in grades 9-12 at Visitation. For more
information please contact the admissions office at
651.683.1707 or visit their website at www.visitation.net.

A overvics Mo thel schodl prograthd) philosGplyahdS h O s

curriculum will be presented. Families will also have the
opportunity to tour the facilities and speak with faculty,
students, administrators and current parents. Financial
grant and transportation information will also be

available.

t he best choice for thei
Council of Catholic Women
Board Meeting

St . Pet er 6s Counci | of

on Wednesday, January 13, 1:30 p.m. in Conference
Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend.

Town Centre on
Do you receive

The Catholic Spirit?

The Catholic Spirit is the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. If you do not
currently receive this publication, and would like to be
added to the distribution list or have any questions, please
contact Darlene at 651.905.4302 or email
dolson@stpetersmendota.org and you will be added to the
parish list.

OUR VISION

We envision St. Peterodés to
parish through our: expressions of faith and

worship, service to one another and the broader
community, welcoming new members, compassion

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of
Godobés gifts and bl essings.

OUR M ISSION

The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in
Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and
heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live
as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment
to continue this founding legacy, care for future
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God.
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