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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom  
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

 

O n Friday of this week (January 22), all Catholics in 

the United States are urged by our bishops to observe ña 

particular day of penance for violations of the dignity of 

the human person committed through acts of abortion, 

and of prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee 

of the right to life,ò as it is described in the General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal (section 373). At 

morning Mass (which will be in the Historic Church at 

the usual time of 9:00 AM), special emphasis will be 

placed on doing acts of penance for what we or others 

have done against life, and prayer for the right to life. 

Even the vestments priests wear on this day will be of the 

penitential color violet. 

 

This is a very important day. On January 22, 1973, with 

the twin decisions Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, the 

United States Supreme Court guaranteed the right to abort 

an unborn baby at any stage of gestation, for any reason at 

all. After 37 years, we are nearing 51 million Americans 

who were never born, and an unknown number of 

Americans who are living with abortionôs wounds. A 

prayer service will take place at the Cathedral of St. Paul 

at 10:30, followed by the annual March for Life at noon at 

the State Capitol. For those who cannot participate, I urge 

you to make the day one of penance. You might choose 

not to eat meat, or to fast as you would on Ash 

Wednesday or Good Friday. You might decide to spend a 

half hour in prayerðor a whole hour. If you donôt pray 

the Rosary every day, you might choose to do that. There 

are many ways to mark this terrible anniversary. Certainly 

we can all mark it in advance by making a phone call or 

sending a message. As you will note in the insert to 

todayôs bulletin, Catholics are urged to contact their 

Congressional representatives and senators to ask them to 

make sure any reconciled version of the health care bill 

does not include federal funding of abortion. 

 

On another note, next Monday, January 25 is the feast of 

the Conversion of St. Paul. While on his way to 

Damascus to persecute the Christians of that city, Saul 

was knocked off his feet by a brilliant flash of light. A 

voice spoke to him: ñSaul, Saul, why do you persecute 

me?ò He was temporarily blinded, and later spoke of the 

event as the Lordôs appearance to himðthat is, as an 

appearance of the risen Lord Jesus. As you know, he was 

given the new name ñPaul,ò and became the apostle to the 

Gentiles. 

 

 

 

~cont. in column 2 

The week before the feast day of Paulôs conversion is the 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. St. Paul is especially 

beloved of our Christian brothers and sisters who are 

separated from the Catholic Church, which, I believe, is 

the reason for choosing this week as one of prayer for 

unity among all Christians. In the spirit of this week of 

prayer, I would like to invite you to imagine what it 

would be like if all followers of Jesus Christ were united 

to one another. This great vision should spur us on to pray 

that it might soon be a reality. 

 

Christianity can be described as an umbrella under which 

there are three groups: the Catholic Church, the Orthodox 

Churches, and the ecclesial communities that have their 

origin in the Protestant Reformation. The separation of 

Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant Christians from each 

other happened over many, many years, but the seeds of 

the break were sown by the time of Paul himself, who 

told the Christians of Corinth, ñFor it has been reported to 

me about you, my brothers, by Chloeôs people, that there 

are rivalries among youò (1 Corinthians 1:11). Such 

rivalries are as old as sin itself, and it is our sinfulness that 

would lead even those who are united in Baptism to 

separate from each other. Toward the end of the first 

millennium, Christians began to drift away from one 

another because of differences between East and West 

based on language (Greek or Latin) and culture. By the 

year 1054 these differences had intensified into a formal 

break called the Great Schism. In the 16th century, another 

very serious break occurred within the Western Church, 

in Europe, due in large part to the seriously sinful 

behavior of many people in the Church. That break has 

been multiplied many thousands of times over with the 

splintering of the Protestant communities into smaller and 

smaller groups. 
 

The process leading toward the healing of the scandalous 

divisions in Christôs Church is known as the ecumenical 

movement. True ecumenism (thatôs pronounced Eh-

KYOO-min-ism) requires that Christians come face to face 

with our differences. And it requires prayer that the Holy 

Spirit will allow all Christians to experience real 

conversion, so that we will recognize what already unites 

us and move toward perfect unity. Thatôs why we have 

the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. I will be 

continuing this theme in next weekôs column. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-

centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 

one. Series runs Mondays through February from 6-7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. 

For more information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 

952.435.8102. 

Next in this series: 
 

January 25: ñMy Body is Falling Apart: Breatheò 

 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 

651.683.9808. 
 

January 18: 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  Holidayðno meeting. 

January 25: 

ñEvening of Reflection: Healing Power of Forgivingò 

Fr. Terry Weber 

** No small group this evening. 

 
Community Caring for Life 
Did you make any New Yearôs Resolutions? Why not 

resolve to get involved with the Community Caring for 

Life group here at St. Peters? Join this active group in 

promoting a culture of life in our community. Our next 

meeting will be Thursday, January 21, at 7 p.m. in 

Conference Room I. We will start out the new year with 

the rosary for life and discuss the latest on the health care 

bill in Congress. On the following day, Friday, January 

22, we will be participating in the Prayer Service for Life 

at the Cathedral followed by the March for Life at the 

Capitol. If you are interested in carpooling, please call 

Carol Mulvihill at 651.453.1345. Make this your year to 

defend life! 

 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 
Would you like to do something for the sick and the 

dying? Have you heard of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy? 

Check out the Divine Mercy Cenacle group that meets 

here at St. Peterôs on Wednesday mornings at 9:45 in 

Conference Room I. Find out what graces there are for 

praying the Chaplet for the sick and the dying. The Divine 

Mercy group studies the scriptures, catechism, and diary 

of St. Faustina and prays for our priest and for the sick 

and the dying. This is a great opportunity to foster your 

spiritual growth in the new year. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Grade 2 ï First Eucharist Program 
Class resumes for Grade 2 on January 20. We will be 

having our Grade 2 Focus Mass on Sunday, January 

24, at the 9:00 and 11:00 Masses. Eucharist Parent 

Session I will be on Tuesday, January 26, at 6:30 p.m. 

Please contact Kathy Raible at 651.905.4311 if you have 

any questions. 

 

Pizza and Bingo Night!  
On Friday, January 22, RE/FF is excited to host another 

pizza and bingo night. We will serve pizza and play bingo 

from 6 to 8 p.m. Fun for all ages! Although this event is 

FREE, we ask that you make a ñreservationò so we know 

how much pizza to order. There will be a table in the 

Gathering Space after all the Masses on January 16 and 

17 to sign up for this event OR you can call the RE phone 

line at 651.905.4314 and leave a message to let us know 

how many are coming. We look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

Youth Group 
Our next high school youth group meeting will be 

Sunday, January 31, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ravoux Room.  

All high school students are welcome to join us for a 

night of faith sharing, friends and fun! 

 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, February 7, will be the annual 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast! Join us 

after both Sunday Masses for a 

scrumptious breakfast of pancakes, 

sausage, bacon, and egg bake! We will 

be serving until 1 p.m. All proceeds 

will go towards offsetting the costs of 

this summerôs upcoming trip to 

Centralia, Illinois. 

 

Confirmation 
Registration is now open for all 9th graders interested in 

receiving the sacrament of Confirmation during their 10th 

grade year (spring 2011). Registration deadline is 

Thursday, March 5. All 9th graders whose families are 

registered in the parish should have already received an 

information packet and registration sheet. If you have not 

received the information and are interested in registering, 

contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/4-1/10/10 ......................... $18,550 

Actual for the period of 1/4-1/10/10 ...................... $16,576 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $519,790 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $456,739 

Social Justice Thought 

A re you interested in becoming more involved in the 

political process? If so, sign up for the Minnesota 

Catholic Advocacy Network (MCAN)! As a member of 

MNCAN, you will receive timely, electronic notifications 

from the MCC (Minnesota Catholic Conference) 

concerning federal and state legislation affecting the 

common good. Visit www.mncc.org to sign up today! 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2009 Giving Tree 
Thanks to your generosity, this year we were able to 

brighten the lives of 37 families. Thank you to all that 

bought gifts, cut out ornaments, sorted gifts and delivered 

gifts. It takes many hands to accomplish such a task. 

Thank you again! Thank you cards and letters will be 

posted on the bulletin board as they are received. May 

God Bless you richly! 

Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation 
Jason Alt and Sarah Zirnhelt 

 
The parish office will be closed 

on Monday, January 18, in 
observance of the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

Please help us welcome our new parishioners who joined 

between October and December 2009: 
 

Joseph Chapman & Katie Matuszak 

Sally Cobenais 

Diebel Family: Dan & Terry 

Garry Family: Joseph, Michael & Monica 

Patty Jenson 

Johnson Family:  Roger, MaryAnn & Beth 

Kosel-Pierce Family: Kenneth Pierce, 

Sarah Kosel & Alana 

Laursen Family: Blake, Kelly & Joseph 

Leeney Family: Patrick, Jessica & Vivian 

Jeremiah & Susan Mulheron 

John Rankin 

Jennifer Rothstein 

Nicole TePoel (Welcome back!) 

Wilson Family: Adam, Molly & Declan 
 

All are welcome to participate in our parish ministries! 

For new parishioner registration or information on getting 

involved in the parish, please contact Jenn Föehl at 

651.905.4308 or jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org. 

Healing Mass 

With Fr. Dennis Dempsey 

Monday, January 18 

Rosary: 7:10 p.m., Mass: 7:30 p.m. 

Lumen Christi Catholic Church 

2055 Bohland, St. Paul 

 

Prayer meetings are held every Monday at Lumen Christi, 

7:30 p.m. All are welcome! If you have any questions, 

call Jack at 651.699.7098 or Anita at 651.690.2553. 

Who are the Knights of Columbus? 

The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal organization 

founded 125 years ago that provides a supportive way for 

Catholic men to gather, share their faith in common 

prayer for the sake of the Gospel, and benefit the wider 

community. 

 

Our Mission is based on Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 

Patriotism. In a day and age when it is difficult to 

maintain our Catholic identity in the midst of a 

continuously secularized culture, the Knights of 

Columbus are firmly committed to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ and the teachings of the church. 

 

For more information contact Chuck Stanek at 

651.276.7231. 
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Monday, January 18 
Martin Luther King, Jr. HolidayðParish Office Closed 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, January 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 6:30 pm Baptism Prep Class, Heritage Center 
 

Wednesday, January 20 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team Meeting, 
   Family Room 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
   ESR/Focus Mass Practice 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, January 21 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Community Caring for Life, Conf. Rm. I 
 

Friday, January 22 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6 pm Pizza and Bingo, Heritage Center 
 

Saturday, January 23 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
  Faithful Shepherd Gala Tickets 
 

Sunday, January 24ð3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am 2nd Grade Focus Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 9 am Sunday School 
 After Masses: 
  Faithful Shepherd Gala Tickets 
  Coffee Social 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, Jan. 18 - ÀMarjorie Ramstad 

 Tuesday, Jan. 19 - ÀMel DeBlauw 

 Wednesday, Jan. 20 - ÀFerdinand Mayers 

 Thursday, Jan. 21 - ÀRobert & ÀGertrude Fee 

 Saturday, Jan. 23 - ÀWanda Mahoney 

 Sunday, Jan. 24 - 9 a.m. - ÀJeffrey Weiss 

  11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21 

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 

12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Readings for the 

Week of January 17 

Discovery Day Open House 

at Faithful Shepherd 

Catholic School 

Friday, January 15 Å Tuesday, February 2  

Be our guest at Discovery Day where you and 

your child can discover Faithful Shepherd 

togetherðtour the school and classrooms, meet 

teachers and students and experience 

innovative, hands-on learning. Join us anytime 

between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. For more information call 

Faithful Shepherd at 651.406.4747 or visit 

www.fscsmn.org. 

Faithful Shepherd Gala 

Saturday, January 30 

Support Faithful Shepherd and win a trip for 4 to the 

Masters Tournament or how about $4,000 in cash! 

 

Faithful Shepherdôs Gala for Giving (dinner, live, and 

silent auction) is Saturday, January 30. Representatives 

will be at tables in the Gathering Space following Masses 

on January 16, 17, 23, and 24 if you would like to attend 

the Gala or purchase raffle tickets for the Masters 

Giveaway or another raffle for $4,000.  

 

Only 400 tickets are sold for the Masters so you have a 

great chance to win and you need not be present to win 

the raffles. Check out these tables after Mass or you can 

call the school at 651.406.4747 for more information. 

Natural Family Planning Class 

Learn about the benefits of Natural Family Planning 

(NFP). NFP is effective, healthy, and marriage building! 

A first instruction in the Billings Method of NFP will be 

offered at the Church of the Risen Savior in Burnsville on 

Thursday, January 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Contact Denae 

Fielder at 651.343.0786 for cost and registration.  

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Day of Recollection 

for all Caregivers 

Saturday, February 6 

9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paulôs Church 

9100 93rd Avenue North 

Brooklyn Park 
 

For more information contact Deacon Sean and Joan 

Curtan, Coordinators for the Outreach to Persons with 

disAbilities, Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, 

651.291.4543 or curtans@archspm.org. 

Bulletin Advertising 

Liturgical Publicationsðour bulletin publisherðwill 

have Jim Byrne visiting St. Peterôs January 25 through 

January 28 to service and thereby continuing support of 

our bulletin. For those interested in placing a new ad, this 

is your opportunity. To obtain information about 

advertising for the new publication year, please contact 

the parish office at 651.452.4550 or call Jim directly at 

651.895.4979 or jbyrne@4lpi.com. Keep in mind our 

advertising sponsors make your bulletin possible. 


