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January 24, 2010 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom  
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

 

L ast week I mentioned that tomorrow (Monday, 

January 25) is the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. The 

man who had been called Saul was knocked off his feet 

by a brilliant flash of lightðan appearance of the risen 

Lord Jesus. He was given the new name ñPaul,ò and 

became the apostle to the Gentiles. During the week 

before the feast day of Paulôs conversion, we have been 

observing the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. I 

invited you to imagine what it would be like if all 

followers of Jesus Christ were united to one another. 

 

I like to use the image of an umbrella to describe 

Christianityðan umbrella that covers three groups: the 

Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, and the 

ecclesial communities that have their origin in the 

Protestant Reformation. But Christianity can also be 

described as having two main parts, East and Westð

sometimes described as the two ñlungsò with which the 

Church breathes. The Orthodox Churches are all Eastern. 

The Protestant communities are all Western. But the 

Catholic Church is a mixture of East and West. There are 

22 rites of the Catholic Church, and they all recognize the 

authority of the Pope, the Bishop of Rome. One of the 22 

rites is Western, and it is vastly larger than all of the rest. 

That is the Latin Rite (imprecisely known as the ñRoman 

Catholic Churchò), with a billion members. The other 21 

rites of the Catholic Church are all Eastern, and have a 

total membership of 17 million. One of these is the 

Maronite Church, of whom some members recently 

became our neighbors at Lexington and 110. The 

Catholics of Lebanon and of Lebanese descent are mostly 

Maronite Catholics. But while the Maronite Rite is part of 

the Catholic Church, we should remember that it is not 

part of the Latin Rite. Maronites are Catholic, but not 

what the newspapers and some others call ñRoman 

Catholic.ò 

 

Are you a ñRoman Catholicò? Would it surprise you to 

learn that nowhere does our Church refer to herself as the 

ñRoman Catholic Churchò? Take a look at the Catechism 

that I hope is in your house. Itôs called the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church. ñRoman Catholic,ò I maintain, is a 

term invented by members of the Church of England, who 

sometimes refer to themselves as ñAnglo-Catholics.ò We 

are members of the Catholic Church, or, more 

specifically, the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church. 

 

Back to the topic of Christian unity: I wrote last time that 

there have been two serious breaks in the history of  

 

~cont. in column 2 

Christianity, as members of Christôs body split off from 

one another. The second break has been magnified with 

the splintering of the Protestant communities into smaller 

and smaller groups. The process leading toward the 

healing of these scandalous divisions in Christôs Church 

is known as the ecumenical movement. Naturally, it 

would be easy just to pretend that the obstacles to 

Christian unity did not exist. It would be tempting to say, 

ñOh, we all believe basically the same thing,ò or, ñIt 

doesnôt really matter what words we use, as long as we 

believe in Jesus.ò Statements such as these give rise to a 

false idea of ecumenism. True ecumenism (thatôs 

pronounced Eh-KYOO-min-ism) requires that Christians 

come face to face with our differences. It requires that we 

cease using any kind of unfair judgments or expressions 

of each other. It requires authentic dialogue, so that all of 

our beliefs are laid out clearly. And it requires prayer that 

the Holy Spirit will allow all Christians to experience real 

conversion, so that we will recognize what already unites 

us and move toward perfect unity. 

 

During the Second Vatican Council, the bishops released 

a decree on ecumenism in November 1964ða decree 

called Unitatis Redintegratio, which means ñthe 

restoration of unity.ò  Section 4 of that document says, 

ñIn ecumenical work, Catholics must assuredly be 

concerned for their separated brethren, praying for them, 

keeping them informed about the Church, making the first 

approaches toward them. But their primary duty is to 

make a careful and honest appraisal of whatever needs to 

be renewed and done in the Catholic household itself, in 

order that its life may bear witness more clearly and 

faithfully to the teachings and institutions which have 

been handed down from Christ through the apostles. For 

although the Catholic Church has been endowed with all 

divinely revealed truth and with all means of grace, yet its 

members fail to live by them with all the fervor that they 

should. As a result, the radiance of the Churchôs face 

shines less brightly in the eyes of our separated brethren 

in the world at large é Every Catholic must therefore 

aim at Christian perfection éò. That is to say, we must 

live good and holy lives if we expect Christian unity to be 

achieved. 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-

centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 

one. Series runs Mondays through February from 6-7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. 

For more information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 

952.435.8102. 

Next in this series: 
 

January 25: ñMy Body is Falling Apart: Breatheò 

 

Separated and Divorced 
All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22, 2010. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and 

speakers at 7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 

South Robert Trail, Eagan. For more information call 

651.683.9808. 
 

January 25: 

ñEvening of Reflection: Healing Power of Forgivingò 

Fr. Terry Weber 

** No small group this evening. 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Peterôs Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on the 

following SundaysðFebruary 7, March 7, April 11 and 

May 2ðfrom 2 to 3 p.m. in the Family Room. Knitters 

and Crocheters are always welcome to join us for 

fellowship at the meetings or to craft from home. For 

more information about this ministry, please contact Lisa 

Amos, 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

First Eucharist Program 
There will be no Wednesday class for second grade on 

Wednesday, January 27. Instead, we will have a Parent 

and Child Session on Tuesday, January 26, at 6:30 

p.m. Children will go to their classrooms and parents 
will come to Heritage Center. Please contact Kathy 
Raible at 651.905.4311 if you have any questions or if 

you will not be able to attend the Tuesday session. Thank 
you! 

 

Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers to join our Youth Group 

Leadership Team, which is responsible for helping plan 
and coordinate our youth group meetings. Any high 
school age youth, young adult, or adult that is interested 

should contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 
 

SPY Ministry 
Our next high school youth group meeting will be next 
Sunday, January 31, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ravoux Room. 
All high school age youth are welcome and invited to 

attend. 
 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast 
The annual Workcamp Pancake Breakfast 
will be held on Sunday February 7, from 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m. in Heritage Center. Join us 
after Mass that morning for a delicious 
breakfast of pancakes, bacon and egg 

bake!  All proceeds go towards offsetting 
our costs for this summerôs trip to 

Centralia, Illinois to help those in need. 
 

Advance tickets will be available in the Gathering Space 
after all Masses the weekend of January 30/31. Tickets 

may also be purchased at the door the day of the 
breakfast.   
 

Confirmation 
Registration is now open for all 9th graders interested in 

receiving the sacrament of Confirmation during their 10th 
grade year (spring 2011). Registration deadline is 
Thursday, March 5. All 9th graders whose families are 

registered in the parish should have already received an 
information packet and registration sheet. If you have not 
received the information and are interested in registering, 

contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 
 

Week of Hope 
Registration is now open for our 3rd annual Week of Hope 
summer mission trip for junior high students! From June 
 

~cont. in column 2 

 

27-July 2 we will travel to Minneapolis, and serve in our 

own Twin Cities community helping many in need. 

Some work assignments include serving in a nursing 

home, working at a summer school\daycare for children 

in poverty, or serving at a food shelf. The trip is open to 

students currently enrolled in grades 6-8. For more 

information and to obtain a registration form contact Ed 

Overell at 651.905.4312, or visit www.spyministry.org.  

ñThere are international campaigns afoot to reduce birth-

rates, sometimes using methods that respect neither the 

dignity of the woman, nor the right of parents to choose 

responsibly how many children to have; graver still, these 

methods often fail to respect even the right to life. The 

extermination of millions of unborn children, in the name 

of the fight against poverty, actually constitutes the 

destruction of the poorest of all human beings.ò 
 

~Pope Benedict XVI, ñMessage for the Celebration of the 

World Day of Peace,ò January 1, 2009 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/11-1/10/17 ....................... $26,105 

Actual for the period of 1/11-1/10/17 .................... $20,049 

Haiti Relief Collection........................................ $6,266.50 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $545,895 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $474,717 

Social Justice Thought 

T he conviction that the economy must be 

autonomous, that it must be shielded from óinfluencesô of 

a moral character, has led man to abuse the economic 

process in a thoroughly destructive way. 
 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 229 pounds of food you made 

to us during December 2009 and January 

2010. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

Feed My Starving Children Thank You! 
Blessings and thanks to the Womenôs Bible Study Class 

for their generous donation of $200 to Feed My Starving 

Children to help the Haiti earthquake victims. This will 

feed 1,176 children a very nourishing meal.  

 

Thank You from the Listening House 
Dear Community of St. Peterôs 

 

As the year comes to the end we pause to reflect on 2009. 

It has been a very difficult year economically for many 

people. We struggle to make more room in the house for 

them all. Fortunately, youðour donorsðhave been very 

faithful to us. You have generously helped us provide 

hospitality and practical assistance to all our guests new 

and old. 

 

On behalf of our guests, staff and board of directors I 

thank you for your incredibly generous gift of a huge bag 

of socks for our guests. May you be blessed abundantly in 

the New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Julie Borgerding 

Program Director 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation 
Jason Alt and Sarah Zirnhelt 

Music Ministry 

The choir is always welcoming new singers. If youôd like 

to participate in the music ministry in any capacity, please 

join us for rehearsal on Wednesday nights, from 7 p.m. 

until approximately 8:30. The commitment to sing with 

the choir entails about 3 hours every week, between 

rehearsal and Mass, with a half-hour warm-up and brush-

up beforehand. There is no need to register ahead of time, 

just show up, and we can get the necessary contact 

information at your convenience. As Lent approaches, 

please consider joining the choir, and help the parish 

community celebrate the holy season ahead of us. 

Perhaps, singing with the choir, or playing an instrument 

at Mass can be a part of your Lenten offering this year. 

Contact David Dunst with questions at 651.905.4323 or 

ddunst@stpetersmendota.org. 

Marriage Encounter 

Give the BEST Valentine gift possible! Attend the 

February 13~14 Marriage Encounter. Weekends are held 

at the Dakota Ridge Hotel on 35E and Yankee Doodle in 

Eagan. Visit www.marriages.org for a listing of retreats or 

call 651.454.3238. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

http://www.marriages.org
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Monday, January 25 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, January 26 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 11 am-12 Noon 
  Mobile Meals 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 6:30 pm Eucharist Parent Session I 
 

Wednesday, January 27 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
   ESR 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, January 28 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Community Caring for Life, Conf. Rm. I 
 

Friday, January 29 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Daily Mass Birthday Celebration, 
   Heritage Center 
 

Saturday, January 30 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 2 pm Alt/Zirnhelt Wedding, Historic Church 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
  Faithful Shepherd Information 
  Hospitality 
 

Sunday, January 31ð4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 9 am Sunday School 
 After Masses: 
  Faithful Shepherd Information 
  Refreshments/Doughnuts 
 6:30 pm St. Peterôs Youth, Youth Room 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Tuesday, Jan. 26 - ÀMary H. Meaney 

 Wed., Jan. 27 - ÀLucille & ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Thursday, Jan. 28 - ÀAlfred Zimmerman 

 Friday, Jan. 29 - ÀBernie Biessener 

 Saturday, Jan. 30 - ÀMike Boland 

 Sunday, Jan. 31  - 9 a.m. - ÀIvan & ÀPeg Clements 

   11 a.m. - Mass For the People 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Discovery Day Open House 

at Faithful Shepherd 

Catholic School 

Tuesday, February 2  

Be our guest at Discovery Day where you and 

your child can discover Faithful Shepherd 

togetherðtour the school and classrooms, meet 

teachers and students and experience 

innovative, hands-on learning. Join us anytime 

between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. For more 

information call Faithful Shepherd at 651.406.4747 or 

visit www.fscsmn.org. 

 

Parent Information Evening: Thursday, February 
4, 6:30 p.m. (Elementary and Middle School). Join us for 

a warm beverage and snack while we answer your 

questions about our programs. Our principal and 

instructors will be on hand for our discussion.  

Faithful Shepherd Gala 

Saturday, January 30 

Faithful Shepherdôs Gala for Giving (dinner, live, and 

silent auction) is Saturday, January 30. Representatives 

will be at tables in the Gathering Space following Masses 

this weekend if you would like to attend the Gala or 

purchase raffle tickets for the Masters Giveaway or 

another raffle for $4,000.  

 

Only 400 tickets are sold for the Masters so you have a 

great chance to win and you need not be present to win 

the raffles. Check out these tables after Mass or you can 

call the school at 651.406.4747 for more information. 

Bulletin Advertising 

Liturgical Publicationsðour bulletin publisherðwill 

have Jim Byrne visiting St. Peterôs January 25 through 

January 28 to service and thereby continuing support of 

our bulletin. For those interested in placing a new ad, this 

is your opportunity. To obtain information about 

advertising for the new publication year, please contact 

the parish office at 651.452.4550 or call Jim directly at 

651.895.4979 or jbyrne@4lpi.com. Keep in mind our 

advertising sponsors make your bulletin possible. 

Catholic Schools Week 

Catholic Schools Week will be 

celebrated at all Masses next 

weekend. All current Catholic school 

students, and alumni, are encouraged 

to attend Mass in their uniforms or 

school insignia. 

Readings for the 

Week of January 24 

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 

12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18 

Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Mk 4:21-25 

Friday:  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mk 4:35-41 

Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31---13:13 or 

13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Creating Something 

Beautiful for God 

Join in a Mission Series of prayerful gatherings, music for 

reflection and spiritual and communal enrichment at St. 

Peterôs. 

Sunday, February 21, My Heart 

Monday, February 22, My Family 

Tuesday, February 23, My Church 

6:30 to 7:45 p.m. 

 

Guest speaker: Deacon Ken  Baldwin from the Diocese of 

Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

 

Each session will include a keynote message, time of 

reflection, time for discussion, a witness talk and breakout 

sessions for elementary school children and you. 

 

Grow personally and as a parish community. 


