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From the Pastorõs Desk 

I   am sure you have noticed some of the advertising we 

at the parish have placed before you to raise awareness of 

our upcoming parish mission. There have been bulletin 

inserts, posters, announcements at Mass, and even a 

reminder in the worship aid. Soon you will receive the 

new issue of our parish newsletter, The Currents, which 

will contain even more information. No small amount of 

planning has gone into this event to which you are all 

invited. But, you might ask, what exactly is it? 

 

A parish mission is quite simply a period of days in which 

there are opportunities for spiritual growth for the whole 

parish, whose members are all encouraged to attend. Our 

parish mission will take the form of sessions in the Main 

Church from 6:30 to 7:45 on three consecutive evenings 

right after Ash Wednesday. The dates will be Sunday, 

Monday, and Tuesday, February 21, 22, and 23. On 

Monday the 22nd, the morning Mass at 9:00 will be 

followed by a special session for the benefit of those who 

are senior citizens and who might not be eager to venture 

out on winter evenings. Our hope is to involve every age 

group in our parish by providing something for 

everybody. There will be that Monday morning session 

for seniors. Part of the mission will specifically target 

teenagers, and another, elementary students. We will even 

have child care so parents will be able to relax during the 

sessions.  

 

The time in church each evening is likely to fly by, 

because it will begin with music, followed by a short talk 

by Deacon Ken Baldwin of the Diocese of Grand Rapids. 

Next we will have a brief period of Eucharistic adoration 

suitable even for those who arenôt accustomed to itðit 

will not be so long that youôll become uncomfortable. 

After that we will have a 20-minute session in which we 

will divide up: young children will go to one room, 

teenagers to another, and the adults will remain in the 

church. The mission talk will end at that point, and we 

will all be invited to enjoy some time for refreshments. 

Iôm sure each evening will be very enjoyable, and the 

whole series will be like making a spiritual retreat. 

 

I learned after talking with some parishioners recently 

that several years ago our parish did have a mission, but it 

was called a parish retreat. Thatôs a good way to describe 

a parish mission, because when someone goes on a retreat 

(I mean the real thing, not a business meeting held away 

from the office and just called a ñretreatò), that person can 

be renewed spiritually. Priests are supposed to go on a  

 
~cont. in column 2 

retreat each year, and that is understood to be for five 

days, away from the parish, without doing and parish 

work. (I am long overdue for mine, by the way.) The 

whole point of a retreat is to listen very attentively to 

what God is saying to you in prayer. Often this process is 

helped along by preaching, or at least by a talk given by 

whoever is directing the retreat. Then in the quiet time 

that follows, you have a chance to reflect in prayer on 

what you have heard. 

 

All of that will be compressed into three compact sessions 

at our parish mission. There will be singing, a talk, and 

adoration, which will give us that necessary time to sort 

out for ourselves what weôll have just heard. It seems to 

me that this is a great way to begin the season of Lent. 

Maybe you have had the experience of wondering where 

past Lenten seasons have gone. Our intentions might be 

good, but our schedules might not allow us to remember 

that itôs Lent, and the season vanishes. Letôs not miss this 

opportunity! Just as Lent begins this year, we can allow 

God to get our attention, to embrace us, and to transform 

our lives. And if youôre not entirely sure about all of that, 

at least come and see what it is all about. Come and see! 

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

The Year for Priests: 

June 2009-June 2010 

The world needs Godðnot just any god but the God of 

Jesus Christ, the God who made himself flesh and blood, 

who loved us to the point of dying for us, who rose and 

created within himself room for man. This God must live 

in us and we in him. This is our priestly call: only in this 

way can our action as priests bear fruit. 

Homily at Chrism Mass, Holy Thursday 

April 13, 2006 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Grief Support 
Begin the healing journey in this safe, confidential Christ-

centered support series for adults who have lost a loved 

one. Series runs Mondays through February from 6-7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. 

For more information, please call Vicki Gustafson at 

952.435.8102. 

Next in this series: 
 

February 1: ñGrieving Apart/Grieving Together: 

Understanding How Men, Women & Children Grieveò 
 

February 8: ñAlone or Lonelyò 

 

Separated and Divorced 

All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and speakers at 7 p.m., St. 

Thomas Becket Church, 4455 South Robert Trail, Eagan. 

For more information call 651.683.9808. 
 

February 1: 

Small group only. 
 

February 8 

ñReclaim Your Resilient Spiritò 

Mary Rose Remington, MS, Ed, 

Author and Career Counselor 
 

February 15ðHoliday, no meeting. 

 

Annual Single Parent Retreat 

All single parents are invited to join in a time to reflect, 

recharge and connect with other parents on Saturday, 

February 20, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at Nativity of Our 

Lord Parish in St. Paul. Free childcare will be provided.  

Registration is due February 15. Cost is $10 per family, 

scholarships are available. More information and 

registration forms are available at the Information Center 

in the Gathering Space. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers to join our Youth Group 
Leadership Team, which is responsible for helping plan 
and coordinate our youth group meetings. Any high 

school age youth, young adult, or adult that is interested 
should contact Ed Overell at 651.905.4312. 
 

SPY Ministry 
Our next high school youth group meeting will be next 

Sunday, January 31, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ravoux Room. 
All high school age youth are welcome and invited to 
attend. 

 

Confirmation 
Registration is now open for all 9th graders interested in 

receiving the sacrament of Confirmation during their 10th 
grade year (spring 2011). Registration deadline is Friday, 
March 5. All 9th graders whose families are registered in 

the parish should have already received an information 
packet and registration sheet. If you have not received the 
information and are interested in registering, contact Ed 

Overell at 651.905.4312. 
 

Week of Hope 
Registration is now open for our 3rd annual Week of Hope 
summer mission trip for junior high students! From June 

27-July 2 we will travel to Minneapolis, and serve in our 

own Twin Cities community helping many in need. Some 

work assignments include serving in a nursing home, 

working at a summer school/daycare for children in 

poverty, or serving at a food shelf. The trip is open to 

students currently enrolled in grades 6-8. For more 

information and to obtain a registration form contact Ed 

Overell at 651.905.4312, or visit www.spyministry.org.  

 

ñThose who are active in the production and 

dissemination of new media content, therefore, should 

strive to respect the dignity and worth of the human 

person. If the new technologies are to serve the good of 

individuals and of society, all users will avoid the sharing 

of words and images that are degrading of human beings, 

that promote hatred and intolerance, that debase the 

goodness and intimacy of human sexuality or that exploit 

the weak and vulnerable.ò 

 

~Pope Benedict XVI, ñMessage of the Holy Father for the 

43rd World Communications Day,ò 

May 24, 2009 

New Parishioner Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses February 6 and 7 

in the Gathering Space, or by appointment. For more 

information contact Jenn Föehl at 651.905.4308 or 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org, or click on the ñJoin Usò 

link on our website at www.stpetersmendota.org. 

mailto:jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 1/18-1/10/24 ....................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 1/18-1/10/24 ...................... $8,961 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $559,495 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $483,678 

Social Justice Thought 

T rade union organizations must be honored today 

even more than in the past. 

 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

Yarn Call 

This is no joke (you know, óyarnô). A group called 

Marvelous Mitten Makers knit, crochet, etc., caps, 

mittens, scarves for needy youth in the St. Paul area. They 

gratefully accept your partial or full skeins of yarn that 

you have no need for anymore. There is a box in the coat 

room of the Main Church for your donation. If you would 

like to get involved with creating items, call Sr. Zoa at 

651.450.6328. Thank you! 

 

New white socksðmens and womensðare urgently 

needed for the homeless and are being collected for 

Listening House distribution. A box is located in the coat 

room for your donation. 

Music Ministry 

The choir is always welcoming new singers. If youôd like 

to participate in the music ministry in any capacity, please 

join us for rehearsal on Wednesday nights, from 7 p.m. 

until approximately 8:30. The commitment to sing with 

the choir entails about 3 hours every week, between 

rehearsal and Mass, with a half-hour warm-up and brush-

up beforehand. There is no need to register ahead of time, 

just show up, and we can get the necessary contact 

information at your convenience. As Lent approaches, 

please consider joining the choir, and help the parish 

community celebrate the holy season ahead of us. 

Perhaps, singing with the choir, or playing an instrument 

at Mass can be a part of your Lenten offering this year. 

Contact David Dunst with questions at 651.905.4323 or 

ddunst@stpetersmendota.org. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17 
Mass will be celebrated 

at 7 a.m. in the Historic Church 

and 

9 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the 

Main Church 

 
On Ash Wednesday, the Council 

of Catholic Women and the 

Menôs Club will be hosting a 

Soup Supper from 5 to 7 p.m. in 

Heritage Center. 

 
Stations of the Cross  

Fridays, February 19, February 26, 

March 5, 12, 19, 26. 

7 p.m. in the Main Church Blood Pressure Readings 

Blood pressure readings will be offered in the Family 

Room on February 6 and 7 after all Masses.  

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends sincere sympathy 

to the family and friends of Leonard 

Keyes. We pray through faith that he is 

enjoying everlasting life. 
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Monday, February 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, February 3 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
   ESR 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, February 4 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, February 5 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, February 6 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
  Blood Pressure Screenings 
  Hospitality 
  New Parishioner Registration 
 6:30 pm Baptism, Main Church 
 

Sunday, February 7ð5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 9 am Sunday School 
 9 am to 1 pm 
   Workcamp Pancake Breakfast/Bake Sale 
 After Masses: 
  Blood Pressure Screenings 
  Doughnuts/Refreshments 
  New Parishioner Registration 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, Feb. 1 - Choice of the Priest 

 Tuesday, Feb. 2 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wed., Feb. 3 - ÀLucille & ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Thursday, Feb. 4 - ÀHarriet Cloutier 

 Friday, Feb. 5 - For the Sick in the Parish 

 Saturday, Feb. 6 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, Feb. 7  - 9 a.m. - ÀThomas Robertson 

   11 a.m. - ÀPhilomena & ÀGerard Partington 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Discovery Day Open House 

at Faithful Shepherd 

Catholic School 

Tuesday, February 2  

Be our guest at Discovery Day where you and 

your child can discover Faithful Shepherd 

togetherðtour the school and classrooms, meet 

teachers and students and experience 

innovative, hands-on learning. Join us anytime 

between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. For more 

information call Faithful Shepherd at 651.406.4747 or 

visit www.fscsmn.org. 

 

Parent Information Evening:  
Thursday, February 4 

6:30 p.m. 

(Elementary and Middle School) 

Join us for a warm beverage and snack while we answer 

your questions about our programs. Our principal and 

instructors will be on hand for our discussion.  

Natural Family Planning Classes 

The Couple to Couple League (CCL) will be offering a 

series of classes, for engaged and married couples, on the 

Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning at 

St. John Neumann Church, 4030 Pilot Knob Road, Eagan. 

This series uses CCLôs new streamlined methodology and 

new materials incorporating Pope John Paul IIôs 

Theology of the Body. Classes begin on Sunday, 

February 21, at 2 p.m. For registration/information, 

please call 612.721.3791, or visit our web site at: http://

twincities.ccli.org  

Readings for the 

Week of January 31 

Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31---13:13 or 

13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 

Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 

2:22-32 

Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Mk 6:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/Mk 6:7-13 

Friday:  Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-34 

Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 

11/Lk 5:1-11 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Knights of Columbus 

Membership Drive 

The Knights of Columbus will be having their winter 

membership drive. Your next opportunity to join the 

Knights of Columbus is February 8. All men interested in 

the Knights activities should stop by the table after Mass 

on February 6 and 7. If you are unable to stop by, contact 

Jeff McNamara at 651.688.9117 or check out their 

website at eaganknights.com 

Saturday Scripture Study 

Join in the experience of opening the ñweekend scripture 

readingsò on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 

welcome to attend. 

Healing Mass 

With Fr. David Smith 
Monday, February 15 

Rosary: 7 p.m., Mass: 7:30 p.m. 
Lumen Christi Catholic Church 

2055 Bohland, St. Paul 
 

Prayer meetings are held every Monday at Lumen Christi, 

7:30 p.m. All are welcome! If you have any questions, 

call Jack at 651.699.7098 or Anita at 651.690.2553. 

NEW Ministry Schedules 

Now Available 

Due to a few problems we noticed with the ministry 

schedules that became available last weekend, we have 

made minor adjustments to resolve these issues and better 

accommodate those of you serving in these ministries. I 

apologize for the inconvenience and thank you for your 

patience. Please be sure to pick up an updated schedule in 

the Information Center after Mass. 

 

For questions, please e-mail: 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org or contact Jenn Föehl at 

651.905.4308 or e-mail jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org. 


