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From the Pastorõs Desk 

I   would like to include the following excerpts from a 

meditation in a wonderful series I use called In 

Conversation With God, by Francis Fernandez. It is taken 

from Wednesday of the First Week of Lent in the Lent-

Easter volume. 

ñLent is the most opportune time for considering 

how we receive the sacrament of Penance, that 

meeting with Christ, who makes himself present 

in the priest. é When we go to receive this 

sacrament we must think about Christ above all 

else. é This is why we go to Confession: to ask 

for absolution for our faults as we would beg for 

alms which we would be far from deserving. But 

we go with confidence; trusting not in our merits, 

but in his mercy, which is eternal and infinite and 

always ready to forgive. The sacrifice acceptable 

to God is a broken spirit; a humble and contrite 

heart, O God, thou wilt not despise (Psalm 50:5). 

é He asks us only to acknowledge our faults; to 

humbly and sincerely acknowledge our debt. That 

is why we go to confessionso that the person who 

takes Godôs place and acts on Godôs behalf can 

forgive us for him. It is not so much that he 

should understand or encourage us. We go to ask 

for forgiveness. That is why accusing ourselves 

of our sins does not consist simply in recounting 

them, because it is not a question of an historical 

account of our transgressions, but of sincerely 

and truly accusing ourselves of them. Neither do 

we try to find excuses in order to cover up our 

faults or diminish our personal responsibility. 

 

ñWith a simple and practical criterion [St. 

Josemaria] Escriva used to advise us that our 

confession should be concise, concrete, clear, 

and complete. The use of too many words 

frequently denotes a desire, whether conscious or 

not, to flee from direct and full sincerity. So as 

not to fall into this, we need to make a good 

examination of conscience. 

Concise: Confession with few words, just the 

words that are needed to say humbly what we 

have done or have failed to do, without any 

unnecessary elaboration or adornment. 

Concrete: Confession without digression, without 

generalities. The penitent will suitably indicate 

his situation, and also the time that has elapsed 

since his last confession and the difficulties he 

finds in leading a Christian life [from section 16  

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

of the Order of Penance]. He declares his sins and 

the surrounding circumstances that have a bearing 

on his faults so that the confessor can judge, 

absolve, and heal. 

Clear: A confession where we make ourselves 

understood, declaring the precise nature of the 

fault, manifesting our wretchedness with the 

necessary modesty and delicacy. 

Complete: Integral confession, without leaving 

anything out through a false sense of shame so as 

not to appear sad in the confessorôs eyes. 

 

ñLet us examine whether, each time we prepare 

ourselves to receive this sacrament, we make 

sure that what we are going to say to the 

confessor has the characteristics just described.ò 

 

I heartily endorse the suggestions given in that 

meditation. It is a very good idea not to clutter up a 

conversation with too many words, which almost without 

oneôs being aware of it can become a group of excuses for 

the sins being named. I think it is a good insight that a list 

of sins is not just a clinical history of how I have done 

wrong, but is instead a way of saying, ñI accuse myself of 

these sins. That is why I am in need of Godôs mercy.ò  

 

I would like to add my own thoughts about a phenomenon 

I observe more and more. It especially concerns adults in 

their 30s, 40s, and 50s, who came of age after Vatican II 

(1962-1965). Some people today try to receive the 

sacrament of Penance without confessing any sins at all. 

Instead, they say the positive ways they hope to live in the 

future. But for some reason, they just cannot bring 

themselves to say that they have done anything wrong. 

The priest takes it for granted that you want to change and 

do what is different in the future. That is something to 

consider as you prepare to receive this great sacrament.  

 

Many of the children who attend our school, Faithful 

Shepherd, had the opportunity to go to confession this 

past Wednesday morning. The parish penance service will 

be at 7:00 on Thursday, March 18. Our religious 

education students will have a chance to be reconciled to 

God in their 4:30 or 6:30 sessions on Wednesday, March 

24. And in addition to our regular Saturday confessions 

from 4:00 to 4:50 every week (except Holy Saturday), 

there will be an additional time for confessions on 

Tuesday of Holy Week, March 30, from 5:30 to 7:00. 

Please do make the effort to turn back to God in the 

sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation this Lent! 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 

All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and speakers at 

7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 South Robert 

Trail, Eagan. For more information call 651.683.9808. 
 

March 8 

Small Group Only 
 

March 15 

ñMoving Forwardò 

Adaire Lassonde, SSND 

Office of Separated & Divorced Catholics 

Catholic Charities 

 
Dead Sea Scrolls Group Tour 
On Tuesday, April 6, pastoral ministry will host a group 

tour of the Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit at the Science 

Museum of Minnesota. We will leave by bus from St. 

Peterôs parking lot immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass 

and return around 3:30 p.m. The tour includes the Arabia 

Omnitheater film, and a semi-private tour of the Dead Sea 

Scroll exhibit, including a selection of pages from The St. 

Johnôs Bible. We will have time for lunch in the museum 

café or deli; the cost of lunch is not included in the below 

fee. Reservations and payment must be made by 

Thursday, April 1. Space is limited so reserve early! 

Tables will be in the Gathering Space on March 13 and 

14. The cost for the tour is $38 for adults ages 12 and up, 

seniors $32, which includes the bus to and from the 

museum. For seniors, audio tour headsets are included in 

the fee. For more information or to make reservations, 

please contact Lisa Amos, pastoral associate, 

651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 
Grief Support Spring Series 
If you have suffered a loss and are looking for safe, 

confidential, Christ-centered support this series of talks, 

may be what you are seeking. The series runs through 

May 17 and meets on Monday evenings from 6 to 7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview 

Drive, Burnsville, in the Christian Life Center and 

Chapel. For more information call Vicki Gustafson, 

952.435.8102. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

SPY Ministry 
Our next high school youth group meeting will be 

Sunday, March 7. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

and run until 8:30. All high school students are welcome 

and encouraged to attend! 
 

Workcamp 
The annual Workcamp Lenten Pasta Dinner is Friday, 

March 19. Come join us that evening for a wonderful all-

you-can-eat dinner of cheese ravioli, fettuccine alfredo, 

and spaghetti with meatless sauce. Tickets are $5 for 

children 12 and under, (3 and under are free); $8 for 

adults, or $25 for your family. Advance tickets will be 

available after Mass this weekend. 

 

Random Acts of Kindness 

The Random Acts of Kindness cross is in the gathering 

space by the elevator. Each time you perform a random 

act of kindnessðan act you perform because of a ñdesire 

to connect, to lend a helping hand and/or to extend 

ourselves out into the worldòðplease put a tissue paper 

flower into the cross. By Easter we will have a blooming 

cross of kindness! 

Kidsõ Change for Kids 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a child from 

Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that 

they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked 

KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every 

classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance 

of helping those less fortunateðit will make a difference 

in their lives. Thank you! 

On Welcoming 

One of the tasks of the parish [is] offering hospitality to 

those who have no experience of normal parish life. We 

must not be a circle closed in on ourselves. We have our 

customs but still we must be open and endeavor to create 

ñvestibules,ò that is, places which will draw others closer. 

 
~Pope Benedict XVI 

Meeting with the Clergy of the Diocese of Rome 

February 26, 2009 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 2/22-2/28/10 ....................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 2/22-2/28/10 ...................... $8,611 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $644,950 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $547,672 

Social Justice Thought 

T he problem of food insecurity needs to be addressed 

within a long-term perspective, eliminating the structural 

causes that give rise to it and promoting the agricultural 

development of poorer countries. 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month! 

We support  the food shelf at Neighbors, Inc. Any 

donations of food or money received in 

March will be matchedðin partðby the 

Minnesota FoodShare and the Feinstein 

Foundation of New Jersey. The more 

food and money received, the more 

money Neighbors will receive. 

 

2010 Catholic Services Appeal 

The Appeal began three weeks ago. Our goal 

at St. Peterôs this year is $68,747. So far, 

$39,805 has been pledged or paid in full by 

the  members  of  our  parish,  so  we have 

reached 58% of our goal. It will still require 

the commitment of more of our members to raise the 

remaining $28,942, so please let us know your response 

to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon. Remember, itôs a 

really good idea for a parish to show its support for our 

Archbishop! 

 

Thank You From Retirement Fund for Religious 

Dear St. Peter Parish Community, 

 

You have Shared in the Care of our retired religious 

women and men. It is with gratitude that I thank you on 

their behalf for the $3,497.52 and $10,000 from a special 

donor that you so generously contributed to the 2009 

collection. God bless you! 

 

Sister Midge Breiter, SSND 

Archdiocesan Retirement Fund 

for Religious Coordinator 

Council of Catholic Women 

Board Meeting 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, March 10, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room 

I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 

St. Peterõs-Sponsored Boy 

Scout Troop Pancake 

Breakfast Fundraiser 

Saturday, March 20 
Applebeeôs 

5855 Blaine Avenue 
Inver Grove Heights 

8 to 10 a.m. 
 

Please contact Terri Buttleman at 651.230.2952 for 

advance tickets or show up at the door on Saturday, 

March 20. The menu includes pancakes, eggs, sausage, 

and a beverage for only $5. 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends sincere sympathy 
to the family and friends of Peter 
LaPointe. We pray through faith that he 

is enjoying everlasting life. 

Thank You! 

A very special thanks to those involved in making the 

music for the parish mission. Please thank Ted and Trevor 

Holien, John Mark Reimann, and Rob Föehl, as well as 

their spouses and families, for placing their talents at the 

service of the parish. Let them know how blessed you 

were by their contribution to the prayer you experienced 

at the mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fridays, March 12, 19, 26. 

7-7:35 p.m. in the Main Church 
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Monday, March 8 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 9 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, March 10 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 1:30 pm CCW Board Meeting, Conference Room I 
 4:30 pm Grades 1-5 Classes 
 6:30 pm Grades 1-8 Classes 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, March 11 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, March 12 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7-7:35 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 13 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
   Dead Sea Scrolls Tour Sign Up 
 

Sunday, March 14ð4th Sunday of Lent 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 9 am Sunday School 
 After Masses: 
  Coffee Social 
  Dead Sea Scrolls Tour Sign Up 
 1:30 pm Baptism Class, Heritage Center 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, March 8 - ÀEleanor Klobosky 

 Tuesday, March 9 - For an Ill Parishioner 

 Wednesday, March 10 - ÀJoseph & ÀLillian Fee 

 Thursday, March 11 - ÀIlene Comstock 

 Friday, March 12 - Steve & Mary Lauinger Family 

 Saturday, March 13 - ÀMsgr. Ellsworth Kneal 

 Sunday, March 14 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 

   11 a.m. - ÀDeacon Gerald Blissenbach 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Readings for the 

Week of March 7 

Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 

4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23 

Friday:  Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 

9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Healing Mass 

With Fr. Jim Livingston 
Monday, March 15 

Rosary: 7 p.m., Mass: 7:30 p.m. 
Lumen Christi Catholic Church 

2055 Bohland, St. Paul 
 

Prayer meetings are held every Monday at Lumen Christi, 

7:30 p.m. All are welcome! If you have any questions, 

call Jack at 651.699.7098 or Anita at 651.690.2553. 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Easter Flowers 

This year our parish would like to invite you to consider 

making a contribution toward the Easter flowers that will 

make our greatest feast of the year even more beautiful. 

You may give something ñin honorò of people who are 

living, or ñin memoryò of people who are deceased. We 

will use the bulletin to publish the names of the people 

you wish to remember.  

 

There are envelopes marked ñEaster Flowersò available in 

the Gathering Space. If you would like to give some 

money to help with flower expenses for Easter, please use 

an envelope and drop it in the regular collection or bring 

it to the parish office. Be sure to include the names of the 

people you wish to remember, and indicate whether the 

flowers are in honor of them, or in memory of them. 

Please note that the plants themselves will not be 

identified as coming from a particular person, and that we 

are not asking for anyone to bring in plants for the church. 

We have already placed our order with the greenhouse. 

We would simply like to allow you to remember your 

loved ones with an acknowledgment in the bulletin. 

Thank you! 

Certificates for Couples 

Married 50+ Years 

The Archdiocesan Office for Marriage, Family & Life is 

once again honoring couples in the Archdiocese who have 

been married 50 years or longer. An attractive Certificate 

of Recognition, signed by Archbishop Nienstedt, will be 

mailed to all couples married 50 years or longer in the 

calendar year 2010. The longest married couple will be 

honored on Saturday, June 26, at the Marriage Day Mass 

and Celebration at the Cathedral of St. Paul. Requests 

need to be made in writing and received by April 1, 

2010. The letter should include the following information: 

First and last names of the couple, number of years 

theyôve been married, the address that the certificate 

should be sent to. Please send your requests to: 

Office for Marriage, Family & Life 

c/o Marriage Certificates 

328 W. Kellogg Blvd 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 


