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From the Pastorõs Desk 

N ext Sunday is called Palm Sunday of the Lordôs 
Passion, and that involves a slight change of procedure 

that I would like to describe. Two main things happen 

during the Palm Sunday Masses: palms are blessed and 

carried in one of three different kinds of processions, and 

the Gospel reading is the rather lengthy account of the 

Passion of Jesus Christ. At the 5:00 Mass and at the 11:00 

Mass, you will be invited to take an unblessed palm and 

go into church as usual. The other ministers and I will 

stand just inside the doors of the church for the blessing 

of palms and the reading of the account of Jesusô entry 

into Jerusalem. Then the procession with the traditional 

song, ñAll Glory, Laud, and Honorò will take place. At 

the 9:00 Mass, the entire congregation will be invited to 

remain in the gathering space. You will have palms in 

your hands, and the blessing will take place there, outside 

the doors of the church. The same Gospel passage will be 

read, and then the whole congregation gets to take part in 

the procession, which is to be considered the memorial 

(the ñmaking presentò) of Jesusô entrance into the Holy 

City of Jerusalem, where he was crucified and raised from 

the dead. It is a special privilege to take part in this 

commemoration. 

 

I would like to lay out the details of the last of the great 

liturgies of the Triduum, with the hope that more of you 

will make special plans to attend. On Holy Saturday, the 

Easter Vigil has to begin after dark (its official name is 

ñThe Vigil in the Holy Night of Easterò), so ours will 

begin at 8:00. The idea of the Vigil is waiting up into the 

night, which is why the Church provides us with a greatly 

expanded liturgy of the word. The Vigil begins in the dark 

with the blessing of the new fire, which will take place at 

the baptismal font. Last year it crackled and blazed up in 

the darkness of the quiet church. Then the paschal candle 

is blessed: I will trace the cross on the candle, then the 

alpha and omega (the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet), and then the numerals of the year 2-0-1-0. As I 

trace each part, I will say: 

 Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha 

and Omega, 

all time belongs to him 

and all the ages, 

to him be glory and power 

through every age for ever. Amen. 

 

Then I will insert five grains of incense embedded in nails 

into the wax of the candle. With each nail, I will say: 
 

~cont. in column 2 

By his holy 

and glorious wounds 

may Christ our Lord 

guard us 

and keep us. Amen. 

Finally I will light the candle from the blessed fire and 

carry it in slowly, stopping three times to sing, ñChrist our 

lightò as the congregation responds, ñThanks be to God.ò  

The peopleôs candles will be lighted from the paschal 

candle, so little by little the darkened church will be filled 

with lightðcertainly the most moving experience of the 

whole Church year. The Service of Light reaches its 

climax when, in the light of the paschal candle, the hymn 

of praise called the Exsultet is sung. The small candles 

will be put out, some low lights will be turned on to 

illuminate the top of the crucifix and the ambo, and we 

will all sit down to begin the Liturgy of the Word. 

 

Almost everywhere I have been assigned as a priest, I 

have been increasingly convinced that the best thing to do 

at the Easter Vigil is to use all seven Old Testament 

readings with psalms and canticles in between. This 

allows us to trace the history of salvation in the light of 

the paschal candle, just as we see all of history in the light 

of Jesus Christ. And then, a full hour after we begin, we 

will stand up as the full church lights come on and the 

altar candles are lighted. We will sing out the hymn of 

praise for Christ which we call the Gloria. The Opening 

Prayer of the Mass follows, and then the New Testament 

reading from Romans, then the Alleluia (for the first time 

in six weeks) and the Gospel reading. The homily comes 

next, and then I will bless the water of the baptismal font. 

After that, we will receive Nate and Clark into the full 

communion of the Catholic Church, and I will give them 

the sacrament of Confirmation using the chrism 

consecrated by Archbishop Nienstedt at the Chrism Mass. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist follows Confirmation, and 

the rest of the Mass follows the normal order. It was a 

wonderful celebration last year, and I couldnôt have been 

more pleased about how it went. People might wonder 

how long such a Mass lasts. The answer: two hours and 

15 minutes. It ended at 10:15. (Iôm told that was a little 

shorter than it had been in the past.) The Easter Vigil is 

not an ordinary Saturday Mass; itôs the most important 

Mass of the whole year. If you can get to it, itôs worth it. 

Little children might have a hard time, but itôs shorter 

than a football gameðand few people have trouble 

making it through one of those!  It really holds a personôs 

attention, too. The readings are such special ones, and the 

sacraments of initiation are so filled with joy, that the 

time simply flies by. I hope this year youôll join the 250 

or so people who last year had the benefit of being at the 

greatest liturgy of the year. 

 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated and Divorced 

All are welcome to attend the ñCatholic 

Coalition for Separated and Divorcedò 

Series, which runs Mondays through March 

22. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and speakers at 

7 p.m., St. Thomas Becket Church, 4455 South Robert 

Trail, Eagan. For more information call 651.683.9808. 
 

March 22 

ñJourney ForwardðEnd of the Year Eveningò 

Separated and Divorced Coalition Members 

 

Dead Sea Scrolls Group Tour 
On Tuesday, April 6, pastoral ministry will host a group 

tour of the Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit at the Science 

Museum of Minnesota. We will leave by bus from St. 

Peterôs parking lot immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass 

and return around 3:30 p.m. The tour includes the Arabia 

Omnitheater film, and a semi-private tour of the Dead Sea 

Scroll exhibit, including a selection of pages from The St. 

Johnôs Bible. We will have time for lunch in the museum 

café or deli; the cost of lunch is not included in the below 

fee. Reservations and payment must be made by 

Thursday, April 1. Space is limited so reserve early! The 

cost for the tour is $38 for adults ages 12 and up, seniors 

$32, which includes the bus to and from the museum. For 

seniors, audio tour headsets are included in the fee. For 

more information or to make reservations, please contact 

Lisa Amos, pastoral associate, 651.905.4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Rosary for Life 
On Sunday, March 28 (Palm Sunday)ðbetween the 9 and 

11 a.m. Massesðthe Community Caring for Life will be 

praying the Rosary for Life in honor of Terri Schiavo. 

Terri Schiavo died tragically on March 31, 2005, after her 

parents lost a seven-year, public court battle to prohibit 

her husband from removing her feeding tube while she 

lay in a vegetative state. All are welcome to join us in 

praying for the dignity of all life, from womb to tomb.  

 

Grief Support Spring Series 
If you have suffered a loss and are looking for safe, 

confidential, Christ-centered support this series of talks, 

may be what you are seeking. The series runs through 

May 17 and meets on Monday evenings from 6 to 7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview 

Drive, Burnsville, in the Christian Life Center and 

Chapel. For more information call Vicki Gustafson, 

952.435.8102. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Grade 2 First Eucharist Program 
There will be no religion class for grade 2 on Wednesday, 

March 24, because many of the grade 2 students are in a 

school district that has spring break that week. All other 

grades (1 and 3-8) will have class on March 24. 

 

Kidsõ Change for Kids 

The children of St. Peterôs have adopted a child from 

Uganda. All children are asked to bring in money that 

they have earned and place it in one of the cans marked 

KIDS' CHANGE FOR KIDS. The cans are in every 

classroom. Please talk to your child about the importance 

of helping those less fortunateðit will make a difference 

in their lives. Thank you! 

Get Involved! We Need You! 

Have you considered getting involved in liturgical 

ministries here at St. Peterôs? Lent is the perfect time to 

join us in serving fellow parishioners and we have never 

needed you more! The training is easy and can be done 

anytime. Your commitment is fulfilled during Mass or 

shortly before and after for ushers. 

 

Ushers are needed for all Masses, especially 5:00 on 

Saturdays.  

Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist  are 

needed for all Masses. 

Altar Servers are needed for all Masses, especially 5:00 

on Saturdays. 

 

Donôt forget about other opportunities for which 

volunteers are also needed: money counters (on rotation 

cycle), lectors, choir, hospitality, parish events, etc. 

Volunteer opportunities here at St. Peterôs are many! We 

hope youôll consider getting involved and help our parish 

f l o u r i s h !  C o n t a c t  J e n n  F ö e h l  a t 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org or 651.905.4308 or 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org. 

Wedding Banns 

First Proclamation 
Lianna Finger and Nathan Thompson 



Fifth Sunday of Lent Page 4 

St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 3/8-3/14/10 ......................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 3/8-3/14/10 ...................... $12,030 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $677,100 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $579,584 

Social Justice Thought 

T he environment is Godôs gift to everyoneðand in 

our use of itðwe have a responsibility towards the poor, 

towards future generations and towards humanity as a 

whole. 
 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month! 
We support  the food shelf at Neighbors, 

Inc. Any donations of food or money 

received in March will be matchedðin 

partðby the Minnesota FoodShare and 

the Feinstein Foundation of New Jersey. 

The more food and money received, the more money 

Neighbors will receive. 

 

Thank You from Little Sisters of the Poor 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

The Little Sisters of the Poor want to express our deepest 

gratitude for the touching and splendid response we 

received at our visitation to the Church of St. Peter in 

Mendota on the weekend of March 6 and 7.  Saint Jeanne 

Jugan, our foundress and first Little Sister would always 

sayéñIf God is with us, it will be accomplished.ò  God 

truly manifested His goodness to us through your 

generous gifts. We have already turned to our Heavenly 

Father in a prayer of gratitude, asking Him to bless you 

for your sacrificial giving, enabling us to continue our 

much needed mission to the elderly poor of the Twin 

Cities. Please pray for Vocations. 

 

God Bless You! 

Little Sisters of the Poor 

 
2010 Catholic Services Appeal 
The Appeal began five weeks ago. Our goal 

at St. Peterôs this year is $68,747. So far, 

$46,970 has been pledged or paid in full by 

the  members  of  our  parish,  so  we have 

reached 68% of our goal. It will still require 

the commitment of more of our members to raise the 

remaining $21,777, so please let us know your response 

to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon. Remember, itôs a 

really good idea for a parish to show its support for our 

Archbishop! 

Each Friday during Lent join us for Stations of the Cross 

at 7 p.m. in the Main Church. To learn more about 

Stations of the Cross, visit www.Catholic.org and click on 

ñStations of the Crossò in the Celebrate Lent, Easter & 

Pentecost box. 

Stations of the Cross 

Individual Confessions 

Saturdays 4-4:45 p.m. and 

Tuesday, March 30, 5:30-7 p.m. 

Main Church 

Holy Thursday, April 1 

No 9 a.m. Mass 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper, 7 p.m., Main Church 
 

Good Friday, April 2 

No 9 a.m. Mass 

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion, 7 p.m., 

Main Church 
 

Holy Saturday, April 3 

No 5 p.m. Mass 

Easter Vigil, 8 p.m., Main Church 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Mass celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 

Main Church 

Holy Week Schedule 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 

sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Robert Blumberg. We pray 

through faith that he is enjoying everlasting life. 
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Monday, March 22 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, March 23 
 12 Noon-1 pm 
   Mobile Meals 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 2:15 pm Legion of Mary, Family Room 
 

Wednesday, March 24 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 4:30 pm Grades 3-5 Reconciliation Service 
 6:30 pm Grades 1-3 Reconciliation Service 
 6:30 pm Grade 8 Classes 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, March 25 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Community  Caring Life, 
   Conference Room I 
 

Friday, March 26 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
   Daily Mass Birthday Celebration 
   Follows Mass 
 7-7:35 pm Stations of the Cross, Main Church 
 

Saturday, March 27 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, March 28ðPalm Sunday of the Lordôs 
Passion 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 9 am Sunday School 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Legion of Mary 
 Sandra Erickson, 651.452.6184 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  
Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Visitation Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, March 22 - ÀDeacon Terrance Schneider 

 Tuesday, March 23 - ÀJack Ecker 

 Wed., March 24 - ÀLucille & ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Thursday, March 25 - ÀAlexander Fontecha 

 Friday, March 26 - ÀDon Letendre 

 Saturday, March 27 - ÀTom Pahl 

 Sunday, March 28 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 

   11 a.m. - ÀWilfred Stock 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Readings for the 

Week of March 21 

Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c

-62/Jn 8:12-20 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Lk  

22:14---23:56 or 23:1-49 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

Easter Flowers 

This year our parish would like to invite you to consider 

making a contribution toward the Easter flowers that will 

make our greatest feast of the year even more beautiful. 

You may give something ñin honorò of people who are 

living, or ñin memoryò of people who are deceased. We 

will use the bulletin to publish the names of the people 

you wish to remember.  

 

There are envelopes marked ñEaster Flowersò available in 

the Gathering Space. If you would like to give some 

money to help with flower expenses for Easter, please use 

an envelope and drop it in the regular collection or bring 

it to the parish office. Be sure to include the names of the 

people you wish to remember, and indicate whether the 

flowers are in honor of them, or in memory of them. 

Please note that the plants themselves will not be 

identified as coming from a particular person, and that we 

are not asking for anyone to bring in plants for the church. 

We have already placed our order with the greenhouse. 

We would simply like to allow you to remember your 

loved ones with an acknowledgment in the bulletin. 

Thank you! 

Save the Date! 

St Peterôs Annual Golf Tournament will 

be held on Saturday, May 22, at Emerald 

Greens Golf Course in Hastings. Start 

putting together your foursomes now and 

watch the bulletin for additional 

information. 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Spring Fashion Show and Luncheon 

Saturday, April 24 

Fashions provided by the DRESS BARN 

Watch for the flyer in next weekendôs 

bulletin with more information! 

 
~sponsored by St. Peterôs Council 

of Catholic Women 

Easter Egg Hunt 

The Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus 

will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt at St. 

Peterôs on Saturday, April 3, at 12 noon. 

This event will be held either indoors or 

outside depending on the weather. Please 

arrive with your family, in the churchôs 

Gathering Space between 11:30 a.m. and 12 

noon. Come enjoy a fun and exciting way to 

celebrate Easter with your childrenðbrought to you by 

your local Knights of Columbus. 

  

If you have any questions, please call Chuck Stanek at 

651.276.7231. 

Easter Lilies 

We will need your help to deliver Easter lilies to 

our parishioners who are homebound, in nursing 

homes, or who have lost a spouse or child since 

Christmas. Please consider delivering to at least 

one person. Plants will be available for pick up 

next weekend on tables in the Gathering Space corridor. 

Thanks for helping to share the joy of Easter! 


