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From the Pastorõs Desk 

A Welcome 

I want to wish every one of you a blessed and happy 

Easter!  I am so happy to welcome our visitors and the 

extended family of our parishioners, who come in great 

numbers on this day. I am pleased to welcome in 

particular those we do not see except at the great feasts; 

you, too, have a home here. I hope youôll come back more 

and more. 

 

Joined to Christ in the Sacraments 

The feast that marks Jesusô resurrection from the dead is 

the most fitting time for the sacraments of initiation, and I 

would like to congratulate those who will have received 

the Easter sacraments at the Easter Vigil at St. Peter. Two 

adults who as children were baptized in other Christian 

communities, Nathan Thompson and Clark Koenen, 

have been preparing a long time for this. We have been 

praying for them, especially at 11:00 Mass each week as 

they were dismissed to reflect with their catechist on what 

they had experienced. By the time you read this they will 

have made their profession of faith and theyôll have been 

received into the full communion of the Catholic Church, 

been confirmed, and received Holy Communion. Please 

join me in congratulating them! 

 

This would be the appropriate occasion to remind 

everyone that this fullness of sacramental life in the 

Church comes only after the reception of all three 

sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and the 

Eucharist. Increasingly, there are those who were never 

baptized as infants, whether they are adults or school aged 

children. They are invited to begin to prepare for the great 

sacrament that makes us Christians: Baptism. Everyone 

should also know that no one is able to serve as a 

godparent unless he or she is confirmed, and those who 

wish to be married in the Catholic Church also need to be 

confirmed. I hope anyone who has not yet received the 

three sacraments of initiation would take the celebration 

of this greatest day of the year as a call to move towards 

the fullness of life in the Church. Give the parish office a 

call, and if youôre visiting from elsewhere, call up a 

church near your home. 

 

Many Thanks! 

These days bring the most complicated and beautiful 

liturgies of the Church year, and so I want to thank our 

music director, David Dunst, and the members of the 

choir, for all of the preparation they have done to be able 

to assist us in worshipping God as best we can. Everyone 

who is involved in our music program has been asked to  

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

spend many extra hours here during these last few weeks; 

your efforts have been worth it! I thank our altar servers, 

who have put so much effort into practicing for these 

celebrations. I also want to thank those many people who 

step forward to see to the details of these days, including 

our teams of sacristans and lectors. Those who take care 

of our liturgical environment spend long hours throughout 

the year to enhance our worship experience, carrying 

around plants and hauling full containers of water long 

after everyone else has gone home. At this time of year 

the fruit of their labors is especially evident. On behalf of 

the entire parish, I express our gratitude to each of you! 
 

Praise to the Risen Lord 
These lines are from the new translation of the Easter 

proclamation, the Exsultet, which we will probably hear 
beginning in 2012 as the Easter Vigil begins:  
This is the night when Christ broke the prison bars of 

death, and rose victorious from the underworld. Our birth 
would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed. O 

wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity 
beyond all telling, to ransom a slave you gave away your 
Son! O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely 

by the Death of Christ! O happy fault that earned so 
great, so glorious a Redeemer! O truly blessed night, 
worthy alone to know the time and hour when Christ rose 

from the underworld! é O truly blessed night, when 
things of heaven are wed to those of earth, and divine to 
the human. 

 

Could Jesus Have Been Wrong? 
The Sermon on the Mount is the name often given to 

Jesusô preaching to the crowds in chapters 5, 6, and 7 of 
the Gospel of Matthew. Just a few lines from the end, 

Jesus says this: 
ñEnter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 
and the road broad that leads to destruction, and 

those who enter through it are many. How narrow 
the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. 
And those who find it are fewò (Matthew 7:13-14). 

What could he mean? 
Our Savior, whose Resurrection we celebrate today, is 
inviting us all to become his disciples. He wants us to 

leave behind whatever is weighing us down and follow 
him, to enter through him. Sure, that demands a change 
on our part. Yes, it demands effort. But itôs so appealing! 

God loves us enough to have come to us in our human 
condition and to have made an offering of himself so we 
can be with him in heaven. We all have much to do, but 

as Catholics, we do it together. We are members of a 
Church that includes people all around the world, and we 

are striving to enter together on the path that leads to 
heaven. Most important, we have God on our side, 
enriching us with the sacraments that aid us on our way. 

Whatever it costs us here on earth, it will be worth it! 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Thank you to all those who donated money towards our Easter flowers in memory or honor of a 
loved one. Your generosity has helped make the church a beautiful space to worship. 

In Memory of Adele Alden  

 By Walter and Dorothy Petroski  

In Memory of Tony Basta  

 By Jim and Mary Berry  

In Memory of Mr and Mrs Arthur Becker  

 By Maryanna Oster  

In Memory of Frances Bercheit  

 By Al and Alice Mayers  

In Memory of Kevin Berry  

 By Jim and Mary Berry  

In Memory of Deacon Gerald Blissenbach  

 By Jackie Blissenbach  

In Memory of Deacon Gerald Blissenbach  

 By Joan Heinz  

In Memory of Mike Boland  

 By Gerri Boland  

The Church of St Peter  

 Anonymous  

The Church of St. Peter  

 By Jerome Schiltgen  

The Church of St Peter  

 By Nathan Thompson and  

  Leana Finger  

The Church of St Peter  

 By George and Jane Vasiliou  

In Memory of Clare Diebel  

 By Therese Diebel  

In Memory of Fitzgerald Family Members  

 By Sheila Fitzgerald  

In Memory of Edward J. Fritz  

 By Donald G. Fritz  

In Memory of Helen Gwost  

 By Joe and Barb Yourczek  

In Memory of William Haggerty  

 Anonymous  

In Memory of Lucy Heinen  

 By Jerome and Vi Grundmayer  

In Memory of Ruth W. Huntington  

 By Keith and Nancy Stanton  

In Memory of James and Delores Larsen  

 By Kristine Larsen - Kelly  

In Memory of the deceased members of the  

  Malerich and Sullivan Families  

 By Tony & Marge Malerich  

In Memory of Lois Markun  

 By Albin Markun  

In Memory of Digna Delgado Morse  

 By John and Hilda Kachmar  

In Memory of the Mount Family  

 By Joe and Pat Reymann  

In Honor of the OÙNeill Families 

 By Tom and Mary OÙNeill 

In Memory of Marjorie Ramstad  

 By Bob Ramstad  

In Memory of the Reymann Family  

 By Joe and Pat Reymann  

In Memory of Don Sault  

 By Sally Sault  

In Memory of Urban Schulztenberg  

 By Al and Alice Mayers  

In Memory of Howard and Kay Sheeler  

 By Alice Sheeler  

In Memory of Jim and Pat Sheily  

 By Therese Diebel  

In Memory of Stephanie Skala  

 By Kitty Comstock  

In Memory of Thomas Wartman  

 By Marcella Wartman  

In Memory of John Webb  

 By Phyllis Webb  

In Memory of George and Blanche Wilkie  

 By Helen Wilkie  

In Memory of Andrew and Cecelia Yourczek  

 By Joe and Barb Yourczek  

In Memory of Alfred Zimmerman  

 By Marilyn Hays  
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving  

Weekly Contribution Summary  
Budget for the period 3/22-3/28/10 ....................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 3/22-3/28/10 .................... $13,125 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $716,805 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $611,940 

Social Justice Thought  

G 
reen Values are based on a ñdeep ecologyò point of 

view, recognizing that we humans are derivative of the 

natural world, not specially created and apart from it. 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2010 Catholic Services Appeal  
The Appeal began seven weeks ago. Our 

goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,747. So 

far, $49,472 has been pledged or paid in full 

by the members of our parish, so we have 

reached 72% of our goal. It will still require 

the commitment of more of our members to 

raise the remaining $19,275, so please let us know your 

response to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon. 

Remember, itôs a really good idea for a parish to show its 

support for our Archbishop! 

Wedding Banns  

Second Proclamation  
David Ahrens, Jr. and Ann Marie Johnson 

Third Proclamation  
Leana Finger and Nathan Thompson 

Council of Catholic Women  

Board Meeting  

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, April 7, 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room I. 

All women of the parish are invited to attend. 

Get Involved! St. Peterõs 

Ministry Fair on April 24/25  

Join us for a Ministry Fair showcasing all of the ways to 

get involved here at St. Peterôs! Representatives from our 

various ministries will be set up in Heritage Center after 

each Mass on Saturday, April 24, and Sunday, April 25, 

for you to ask questions, sign up for more information 

and/or join their committees. Celebrate the end of 

National Volunteer Week and sign up to get involved! 

Questions? Contact Jenn Foehl at 651.905.4308 or 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org. 

The June 1, 2010, through September 30, 2010, schedules 

will be available and distributed in May 2010. If you have 

not yet indicated your availability for these months, or no 

longer are interested in serving in this ministry, please 

contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail box  at 

651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Friday, 

April 30. Thanks! 

Liturgical Ministers  

Pastoral Ministry  

An Interdenominational Coalition  
of South Suburban Churches  

presents the first in a four -week 
series:  

Growing Through Loss  
Joyce Besser, MARL 

Facilitator for grief support groups at Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church, Burnsville 

Joyce will speak on  
�³�7�K�H���5�R�D�G���1�R�W���&�K�R�V�H�Q�´ 

Thursday, April 8  
Church of St. Peter, 1405 Hwy 13, Mendota 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 
 

For additional information call 952.890.0045 or email 

gtl@mmotc.org. Brochures are available at the 

Information Center in the Gathering Space. 

 

Grief Support Spring Series  
If you have suffered a loss and are looking for safe, 

confidential, Christ-centered support this series of talks, 

may be what you are seeking. The series runs through 

May 17 and meets on Monday evenings from 6 to 7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview 

Drive, Burnsville, in the Christian Life Center and 

Chapel. For more information call Vicki Gustafson, 

952.435.8102. 

 


