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From the Pastorõs Desk 

I   am recalling that it has been five years since Pope 

John Paul II died. He died a holy death, and the whole 

world paused to acknowledge its loss and to mourn with 

Catholics. The feast we celebrate today will always make 

me think of him, because on the Second Sunday of Easter 

the Church also acknowledges the Divine Mercy of Jesus, 

and this devotion was close to the heart of the late Holy 

Father. It was John Paul who put the feast into the Church 

calendar, and he died on a Saturday evening six days after 

Easter, just as Divine Mercy Sunday was beginning. 

 

Todayôs Gospel reading speaks of the appearance of Jesus 

in the Upper Room, when he says, ñReceive the Holy 

Spirit.ò  Pope John Paul said in 2000, ñBefore speaking 

these words, Jesus shows his hands and his side. He 

points, that is, to the wounds of the Passion, especially the 

wound in his heart, the source from which flows the great 

wave of mercy poured out on humanity. From that heart 

Sr. Faustina Kowalska, the blessed whom from now on we 

will call a saint, will see two rays of light shining from 

that heart and illuminating the world: óThe two rays,ô 

Jesus himself explained to her one day, órepresent blood 

and waterô (Diary, p. 132).ò The late Holy Father also 

said, ñIt is important then that we accept the whole 

message that comes to us from the word of God on this 

Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on throughout 

the Church will be called óDivine Mercy Sunday.ô é 

Christ has taught us that óman not only receives and 

experiences the mercy of God, but is also called ñto 

practice mercyò towards othersô é Today, fixing our 

gaze with [Sr. Faustina] on the face of the risen Christ, 

let us make our own [her] prayer of trusting 

abandonment and say with firm hope:  Christ Jesus, I 

trust in you!ò 

 

I hope those words will help shed light on this day, which 

we will be marking with prayers from 1:30 until 3:45 this 

afternoon. Please join us! 

 

Since it has been five years since we said goodbye to 

Pope John Paul II, we are also close to the fifth 

anniversary of the election of Pope Benedict XVI. The 

first conclave since 1978 took place in that month of 

April 2005, and the whole world paid attention to all of 

the customs associated with the election of a pope. And 

then, on April 19, the senior cardinal deacon came out 

onto the balcony and announced that a new pope had been 

elected, that he was Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, and that 

he had taken the name Benedict XVI. He has certainly 

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

been in the news a lot recently. A great deal of attention is 

being focused on him, as I mentioned on Easter Sunday. I 

hope you will keep him in your prayers. 

 

I would like to turn now to Pope Benedictôs own writings 

to reflect on the encounter Mary Magdalene has with the 

Risen Jesus, the Gospel of Easter morning. This event is 

recorded in the 20th chapter of the Gospel of John, and it 

features a curious series of misunderstandings. Mary 

Magdalene sees Jesus in his resurrected body, but she 

thinks that he is the gardener. It is only when Jesus speaks 

her name that she recognizes him. Pope Benedict (writing 

when he was still Cardinal Ratzinger) says about that 

moment of recognition: ñThe Cross is forgotten now. She 

replies: óMaster!ô and expects everything to be as it was 

before, but she is disappointed.ò  Jesus tells her, ñDo not 

hold on to me.ò Pope Benedict asks, ñWhat does that 

mean?  After the happy encounter on Easter morning, 

Mary Magdalene wants nothing more than to return to 

the status quo, to leave the Cross behind as though it 

were just a bad dream. She wants to have óher teacherô as 

she had him formerly. But that conflicts with what has 

transpired. No one can have Jesus as óhis teacherô while 

disregarding the Cross.ò   

 

So what about you? Now that Lent and Holy Week have 

passed, have you moved onto an easy Jesus, one without 

the Cross?  Have you tried to leave the Cross behind like 

a bad dream?  It is a question worth asking in this joyful 

season of Easter. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Vacancies 

Applications are now being accepted for three Parish 

Pastoral Council (PPC) positions that will be filled 

through a discernment ritual at Mass in May. The three 

new members will each serve three-year terms.  
 

If you or someone you know may be interested in being a 

member of the PPC, please pick up a packet of 

information on the Information Counter in the Gathering 

Space, or talk to one of the Search Committee members: 

Laurie Reding, Margaret Smith or Tom OôNeill. The 

application deadline is Friday, May 14, 2010. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

St. Peterôs annual Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner is scheduled for Thursday, May 6, 

starting at 6:30 p.m. in Heritage Center. 

Please remember to mark your calendars, and watch for 

the flyer in next weekendôs bulletin. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

An Interdenominational Coalition 

of South Suburban Churches 

presents the second in a four-week 

series: 

Growing Through Loss  
Stacy Feig, MA 

Licensed Professional Counselor 

Stacey will speak on  

ñGrief is a Family Affairò 

Thursday, April 15 

Church of St. Peter, 1405 Hwy 13, Mendota 

Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 

Freewill Offering 

 

For additional information call 952.890.0045 or email 

gtl@mmotc.org. Brochures are available at the 

Information Center in the Gathering Space. 

 

Respect Life Groups of South Central Minnesota 
Mark your calendars! 

Several excellent speakers are lined up throughout the 

coming yearðyou wonôt want to miss them! The Respect 

Life Groups of South Central Minnesota are sponsoring 

the following presentations: 

 

Fr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, director of education for 

the National Catholic Bioethics Center (April 22, 

2010, Church of St. Dominic, Northfield) 
 

Archbishop Raymond Burke, Prefect of the 

Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura at the 

Vatican (August 8, 2010, Divine Mercy, Faribault)  
 

Kalley Yanta, former KSTP TV news anchor and 

pro-life activist (October 21, 2010, Divine Mercy, 

Faribault) 

 

If you have any questions, call Dr. Richard Weiland, 

507.645.2633, or Anne Fredrickson, 507.645.2348. 

 

Grief Support Spring Series 
If you have suffered a loss and are looking for safe, 

confidential, Christ-centered support, this series of talks 

may be what you are seeking. The series runs through 

May 17 and meets on Monday evenings from 6 to 7:30 

p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview 

Drive, Burnsville, in the Christian Life Center and 

Chapel. For more information call Vicki Gustafson, 

952.435.8102. 

Religious Education/ 

Faith Formation 

Registration for 2010-2011 

All families should have received in the mail registration 

information for the 2010-2011 religious education classes. 

Please remember the registration deadline of May 15. If 

you have not received the registration materials or if you 

have any questions, please contact the RE secretary, Rita 

Holien, at 651.905.4318.  

 
First Reconciliation and 
First Communion 2010-2011 
Please be aware that all children in second grade must 

prepare for their sacraments at their parish. Even if your 

child is in a Catholic school, he or she must be registered 

for the Wednesday night program. If your child is in 

second grade next year and you wish to have him or her 

in the First Reconciliation and First Communion program, 

please register prior to May 15. 

 

Pizza and Bingo: ñTime for Springò 
Mark your calendars for our next Pizza 

and Bingo Night on Friday, April 23, 

from 6 to 8 p.m. We will have sign ups in 

the Gathering Space after all Masses on 

April 10/11 and April 17/18. You may 

also call the RE Phone Line 

(651.905.4314) to make your reservation.  

Wedding Banns 

Get Involved! St. Peterõs 

Ministry Fair on April 24/25 

Join us for a Ministry Fair showcasing all of the ways to 

get involved here at St. Peterôs! Representatives from our 

various ministries will be set up in Heritage Center after 

each Mass on Saturday, April 24, and Sunday, April 25, 

for you to ask questions, sign up for more information 

and/or join their committees. Celebrate the end of 

National Volunteer Week and sign up to get involved! 

Questions? Contact Jenn Foehl at 651.905.4308 or 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org. 

Third Proclamation 
David Ahrens, Jr. and Ann Marie Johnson 

First Proclamation 
Brenton Glaus and Stacy Mandelkow 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 3/29-4/4/10 ......................... $26,050 

Actual for the period of 3/29-4/4/10 ...................... $33,849 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $742,855 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $650,197 

Social Justice Thought 

M arket activity is neither destructive nor morally 

neutral. It is part and parcel of human activity and 

precisely because it is human, it must be structured and 

governed in an ethical manner. 
 

~CHARITY IN TRUTH 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2010 Catholic Services Appeal 
The Appeal began eight weeks ago. Our 

goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,747. So 

far, $49,547 has been pledged or paid in full 

by the members of our parish, so we have 

reached 72% of our goal. It will still require 

the commitment of more of our members to raise the 

remaining $19,200, so please let us know your response 

to the Archbishopôs appeal very soon. Remember, itôs a 

really good idea for a parish to show its support for our 

Archbishop! 

St. Peterõs Annual 

Golf Tournament 

St Peterôs 6th Annual Golf Tournament will 

be held on Saturday, May 22, at Emerald 

Green in Hastings. Start putting together 

your foursomes now! Registration forms 

are on the Information Counter or on our 

website. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Voice Mail Box 

The St. Peterôs Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) has 

established a voice mail box. The purpose of the mailbox 

is to give parishioners the opportunity to contact the PPC 

with any comments, suggestions or concerns that they 

may have. To leave a message for the PPC please call 

651.905.4309. 

 

You may remain anonymous, however if you would like a 

reply, you must leave your contact information. Members 

of the PPC will take turns monitoring messages and 

responding to parishioners. This mailbox is only to 

contact the PPC and not to leave messages for parish 

staff. 

New Parish Directory 

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included in this 

directory. It will include last name, head of household and 

spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

Liturgical Ministers 

The June 1, 2010, through September 30, 2010, schedules 

will be available and distributed in May 2010. If you have 

not yet indicated your availability for these months, or are 

no longer interested in serving in this ministry, please 

contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail box  at 

651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Friday, 

April 30. Thanks! 

Eucharistic Devotions 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 
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Monday, April 12 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, April 13 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 9:45 am Womenôs Bible Study, 
  Conference Room I and II 
 

Wednesday, April 14 
Sharing & Caring Hands 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Cemetery Meeting, Conference Room II 
 4:30 pm Grades 1-5 Classes 
 6:30 pm Grades 1-5 Classes 
 6:30 pm Junior High Classes 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, April 15 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6:30 pm Growing Through Loss 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Community Caring for Life, 
   Conference Room I 
 7 pm Finance Team Meeting, Conf. Rm. III 
 

Friday, April 16  
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, April 17 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 2 pm Ahrens/Johnson Wedding, HC 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 5 pm Mass, First Communions, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
   Hospitality, CCW Plant Orders, Fashion 
   Show Sign-Up, Pizza Bingo Sign Up 
 

Sunday, April 18ðThird Sunday of Easter 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, First Communions, Main Church 
 9 am Sunday School 
 10 am Confirmation Class 
 After Mass: 
   Hospitality, CCW Plant Orders, Fashion 
   Show Sign-Up, Pizza Bingo Sign Up 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 

 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  

 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 

 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 

 Alice Mayers, 651.454.1289 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 

 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 

 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 

 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 

 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 

 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Liturgical Environment  

 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  

 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 

 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 

 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 

 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 

 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Visitation Team 

 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 

 Lisa and Luke Olson, 651.683.0437 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 

 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 

 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 

 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 

 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 

the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, April 12 - ÀRobert and ÀGertrude Fee 

 Tuesday, April 13 - ÀPatrick William Fitzgerald 

 Wednesday, April 14 - ÀEleanor Klodosky 

 Thursday, April 15 - ÀSidney Dierberger 

 Friday, April 16 - Steve and Mary Lauinger Family 

 Saturday, April 17 - ÀTillie Heaser 

 Sunday, April 18 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 

   11 a.m. - ÀChuck and ÀDon Gerner 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Readings for the 

Week of April 11 

Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 

20:19-31 

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1

-19 or 21:1-14 
 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Saturday, April 24 

Fashions provided by the DRESS BARN 

Sign up in the Gathering Space after 

all Masses April 10 and 11 

and April 17 and 18. 

 
~sponsored by St. Peterôs Council 

of Catholic Women 

St. Peterõs Council  

of Catholic Women 

Spring Plant Sale 

Orders are being taken in the Gathering 

Space for St. Peterôs Council of Catholic 

Women Spring Plant Sale April 10/11 and 

April 17/18. Plant delivery will be May 

22/23. GERTEN PLANT CARDS for $25 

will be sold as well. Flats of pansies, impatiens, 

snapdragons, and coleus can also be ordered. Gift cards 

can be used for nearly everything at the Greenhouse 

including shrubs. Exceptions: stones, bricks, delivery, and 

invoices. 

Spring Fashion Show and 

Luncheon 

OUR VISION  
We envision St. Peterôs to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

Godôs gifts and blessings.  

 
OUR M ISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and  

heritage, where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 

generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Do you receive 

The Catholic Spirit? 

The Catholic Spirit is the official newspaper of the 

Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. If you do not 

currently receive this publication, and would like to be 

added to the distribution list or have any questions, please 

contact Darlene at 651.905.4302 or email 

dolson@stpetersmendota.org and you will be added to the 

parish list. 

Congratulations Eleanor and 

Mikaela! 

Congratulations to Eleanor Backman and Mikaela Ekblad 

who were nominated forðand accepted toðthe first 

Minnesota Catholic All-State Honor Choirs, which will 

be held in Duluth, on August 23. Among the criteria for 

nomination is involvement and demonstrated commitment 

to a Catholic choir whether in school or in a parish. The 

choir is grateful for your continued involvement in music 

ministry and we are excited to support you in this 

opportunity to both use and grow your musical gifts. 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is hosting a FREE 

Parenting KAHNverstation series on Thursday, April 15,  

from 8:05-9:05 a.m. Dr. Steven Kahn, FSCS school 

psychologist will enlighten parents on practical parenting 

strategies. No registration required. Bring a friend! Any 

questions please contact Ronda Rottjakob at 

rottjak@comcast.net or 651.687.0801. 

Now what? When Your Child 

Starts to Act Like a Teen 


