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From the Pastorõs Desk 

B ecause I have to write so early, there is always a risk 

that my bulletin topics will seem like ancient history. I 

kind of doubt this one will, however. I have a few more 

thoughts about our Churchôs response to abuse by priests. 

A fellow priest spoke to me with some concern about our 

developing a ñsiege mentality.ò That is, he claimed that 

we in the Church might be exaggerating our response to 

newspaper articles and television reports, seeing enemies 

where there really are none. I was not convinced by his 

argument. We who are very devoted to the Catholic 

Church are in a ñcatch-22ò situation: we are criticized for 

not responding to an avalanche of news stories, and when 

we do respond, we are accused of being overly defensive. 

The Star Tribune ran a brief story the other day to the 

effect that after a week of being very defensive, Vatican 

officials are starting to become more cooperative. I guess 

I donôt understand. Are we as Catholics to be thought of 

negatively for trying to set the record straight when the 

story of our faults has been presented in a way that makes 

our bishopsô bad decisions sound even worse than they 

really were? Are we just whining? 

 

You probably heard me say on Easter Sunday that the 

Catholic Church is simply going to be held to a higher 

standard than any other organization when it comes to 

something as serious as sexual abuse, because the 

Catholic Church teaches about morality. Nothing makes a 

more tantalizing story than someone who is supposed to 

be very good actually acting in a very bad way. That kind 

of story really gets people talking. It is the perfect thing 

for the media to examine. So I donôt really blame people 

in the media. To some degree the leadership of our 

Church has brought this upon itself. Knowing that news 

of the crimes of priests would be damaging, we tried to 

keep the news quiet and thus made the news much worse 

when it finally became public. 

 

Today, we in the Church have no control over the release 

of information. In fact, when someone becomes aware of 

abuse in a Catholic Church setting, the proper response is 

not to call the bishop. It is to call the police. Catholics 

should all know this. Recent news stories have seldom 

made mention of the protective measures our bishops 

have established to make sure abuse does not happen in 

the future, so itôs up to us Catholics to make sure we 

know those measures are in place. In our religious 

education classes and Catholic schools, children are all 

told about safety in particular class sessions, and a record 

of how many children were in attendance at these sessions  

 
 

~cont. in column 2 

is sent in an audit each spring to the Archdiocese. That 

information becomes part of the documentation used to 

determine if each diocese is in compliance with the 2002 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. 

Of course all priests and deacons have to have a 

background check before beginning ministry. In fact, the 

visit of a priest from another diocese triggers a process in 

which the chancellor in the priestôs diocese has to supply 

a ñtestimonial of suitabilityò before he can so much as 

substitute for Mass in a diocese he is visiting. 

 
I would like to give you an example of how the secular 

press gets things wrong. Last Saturday, April 10, the Star 

Tribune published a front-page article that carried the 

headline, ñPope put off punishing abusive priest.ò It was a 

story of a truly horrible case from Oakland, California. It 

began this way: ñThe future Pope Benedict resisted pleas 

to defrock a California priest with a record of sexually 

molesting children, citing concerns including óthe good of 

the universal church,ô according to a 1985 letter bearing 

his signature. The correspondence, obtained by the 

Associated Press, is the strongest challenge yet to the 

Vaticanôs insistence that Benedict played no role in 

blocking the removal of pedophile priests éò But things 

may not be what they appear to be on the surface. He was 

sentenced in 1978 to probation. The probation ended in 

1981, at which time, the article says, he ñasked to leave 

the priesthood and the diocese submitted papers to Rome 

to defrock him.ò Cardinal Ratzinger declined the request 

in 1985, but then apparently agreed in 1987. (By the way, 

there is nothing in the Catholic Church called 

ñdefrocking.ò I was not ñfrockedò when I became a priest. 

Where the press gets a weird term like that is a mystery to 

me. It seems to be used to describe the forcing out of any 

priest who will not resign on his own.) 

 
This is the problem: the headline should have read, ñPope 

put off rewarding abusive priest.ò The article itself tells 

me that what Cardinal Ratzinger declined was the priestôs 

petition to be released from the promise of celibacy, so he 

could get married! This wasnôt a matter of the Vatican 

refusing the dioceseôs request to force out a priest who 

was unwilling to leave voluntarily. It was the Vatican 

refusing to dispense a man from celibacy before the 

minimum age of 40. He was already out of ministry 

(although for some reason he was volunteering his time 

with youth at a parish, which would never happen today). 

We can all get mad that the response in those days was 

not an immediate dismissal from the clerical state, but we 

shouldnôt think the manôs diocese was trying to dismiss 

him but ran into resistance from Cardinal Ratzinger. Itôs 

just a reminder of how the way things are phrased can 

inspire more public anger against the Church. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 
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Pastoral Ministry  

An Interdenominational Coalition  
of South Suburban Churches  

presents the third in a four -week 
series:  

Growing Through Loss  
Viki Gustafson, MA, RN, FCN 
Parish Nurse, Health & Wellness Ministry 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Burnsville 
Vicki will speak on  

ñGrieving: Body, Mind and Spiritò 

Thursday, April 22  
Church of St. Peter, 1405 Hwy 13, Mendota 
Registration, 6:30 p.m.; Speaker, 6:55 p.m.; 

Support Groups (facilitated by trained leaders), 8 p.m. 
Freewill Offering 

 

For additional information call 952.890.0045 or email 
gtl@mmotc.org.  
 
Respect Life Groups of South Central Minnesota  
Speaker Series 
A collaboration of parishes has formed the Respect Life 
Groups of South Central Minnesota. The combined group 
is sponsoring a series of speakers and homilists in an on-
going educational effort in order to motivate, inspire and 
inform Catholics to address critical life issues. The next 
speaker is Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, director of education for 
the National Catholic Bioethics Center. He will speak on 
stem cells and cloning at the Church of St. Dominic in 
Northfield on Thursday, April 22, at 7 p.m. Watch the 
bulletin for future speakers! For questions, call Dr. 
Richard Weiland at 507.645.2633 or Anne Fredrickson at 
507.645.2348. 
 
Grief Support Spring Series  
If you have suffered a loss and are looking for safe, 
confidential, Christ-centered support, this series of talks 
may be what you are seeking. The series runs through 
May 17 and meets on Monday evenings from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview 
Drive, Burnsville, in the Christian Life Center and 
Chapel. For more information call Vicki Gustafson, 
952.435.8102. 

Religious Education/  

Faith Formation  

Pizza and Bingo: ñTime for Springò 
On Friday, April 23, the Religious 

Education/Faith Formation team is 

excited to host another Pizza and Bingo 

Night.  From 6 to 8 p.m. we will serve 

pizza and play Bingo. Fun for all ages!! 

Although this event is FREE, we ask that 

you make a ñreservationò so we know 

how much pizza to order. There will be a table in the 

Gathering Space after all the Masses on April 17 & 18 to 

sign up for this event OR you can call the RE Phone Line 

at 651.905.4314 and leave a message to let us know how 

many are coming. We look forward to seeing you there!!  

 

Religious Education Registration for 2010 -2011 
Please remember to register your child(ren) for next year's 

religious education programs. Registration deadline is 

May 15. If you have not received registration materials in 

the mail, please contact Rita Holien at 651.905.4318 or go 

to the information counter in Gathering Space for 

materials. Thank you. 

 

Get Involved! St. Peterõs 

Ministry Fair on April 24/25  

Join us for a Ministry Fair showcasing all of the ways to 

get involved here at St. Peterôs! Representatives from our 

various ministries will be set up in Heritage Center after 

each Mass on Saturday, April 24, and Sunday, April 25, 

for you to ask questions, sign up for more information 

and/or join their committees. Celebrate the end of 

National Volunteer Week and sign up to get involved! 

Questions? Contact Jenn Foehl at 651.905.4308 or 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org. 

Wedding Banns  

Second Proclamation  
Brenton Glaus and Stacy Mandelkow 

New Parish Directory  

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included in this 

directory. It will include last name, head of household and 

spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  

Sincere Sympathy  

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 
friends of John Phillips . We pray 
through faith that he is enjoying everlasting 
life. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving  

Weekly Contribution Summary  
Budget for the period 4/5-4/11/10 ......................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 4/5-4/11/10 ...................... $10,815 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $756,455 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $661,012 

Social Justice Thought  

A ny desire for revenge, any attempts to try to retaliate 

with violence must give way to forgiveness on the part of 

the victims. 

~Barbara Reid O.P. in AMERICA 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

2010 Catholic Services Appeal  
Our goal at St. Peterôs this year is $68,747. 

So far, $50,387 has been pledged or paid in 

full by the members of our parish, so we 

have reached 73% of our goal. It will still 

require  the  commitment  of  more  of  our 

members to raise the remaining $18,360, so please let us 

know your response to the Archbishopôs appeal very 

soon.  

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 341 pounds of food you made to 

us during March. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

St. Peterõs Council  

of Catholic Women  

Spring Plant Sale  

LAST CHANCE to order spring plants. 

SPCCW will be taking orders in the 

Gathering Space after all Masses this 

weekend. PLANT CARDS are also on sale. 

Purchase for yourself and make your own 

choices at Gertens. They make great gifts for Motherôs 

Day! 

Spring Fashion Show and 

Luncheon  

Saturday, April 24  

Fashions provided by the DRESS BARN 

Sign up in the Gathering Space after 

all Masses April 17 and 18. 
 

~sponsored by St. Peterôs Council 

of Catholic Women 

Liturgical Ministers  

The June 1, 2010, through September 30, 2010, schedules 

will be available and distributed in May 2010. If you have 

not yet indicated your availability for these months, or are 

no longer interested in serving in this ministry, please 

contact the Liturgical Minister voicemail box  at 

651.905.4310 or Liturgical Minister email at 

volunteer@stpetersmendota.org and indicate the dates 

you are NOT available during these time periods. The 

deadline for indicating unavailable dates is Friday, 

April 30. Thanks! 

Daily Mass Birthday Celebration 

goes to Thursdays  

The monthly birthday celebration for daily Mass goers 

has been changed to the last Thursday of the month.  

Celebrations are after Mass in Heritage Center. This 

group welcomes new membersðparishioners and non-

parishionersðat any time. The general ñrulesò are that 

members bring a breakfast treat to share in the month of 

their birthday (e.g., all April birthdays will bring a treat 

for the April 29 celebration) and enjoy the treats brought 

by others during the other eleven months of the year. If 

you are interested in being part of this group, please 

contact Mary OôNeill at 651.454.5128. 

St. Peterõs Annual 

Golf Tournament  

St. Peterôs 6th Annual Golf Tournament will 

be held on Saturday, May 22, at Emerald 

Green in Hastings. Start putting together 

your foursomes now! Registration forms are 

on the Information Counter or on our 

website. 


