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From the Pastorõs Desk 

as it was taking shape did not include any of the scenarios that 

most parishioners would like to avoid, and that led to more 

meetings to come up with such a scenario. No one enjoyed that, 

but every deanery was expected to include some of what would 

be very hard news if it came to fruition. But we also included 

many positive ideas about sharing key positions among 

parishes, so that no parish would have to go without a staff 

memberðeven a part-time staff memberðwho would help the 

pastor be a good shepherd in his parish. The results, of course, 

are highly confidential, and I cannot talk about our deaneryôs 

plan with anyoneðeven a priest from another deanery! 
 

Late in the winter, the task force began hearing presentation 

from the priests who are the deans of the various deaneries. Our 

dean made our presentation in March, and that led to follow-up 

questions from the task force members. We priests met again 

for two hours on April 21 to provide the task force with the 

answers to those questions. I believe our work is done. The task 

force, however, is continuing to hear presentations from the last 

of the deaneries through May. At the end of June, the task force 

members will give their recommendations to Archbishop 

Nienstedt, who will study them in July, consult more about the 

recommendations in August, and perhaps in September will 

announce his plans. That corresponds with the timelines you 

received in the bulletin inserts of November 1 and March 7, and 

with what we priests have been told. Whenever the plan is 

announced, it seems we priests will find out only moments 

before the general public learns what the plans will include. 
 

The announcement of the plan is likely to draw a great deal of 

attention. It will not be followed by the rapid implementation of 

the plan, which caused uproar in various dioceses that have 

tried to make changes that way. Instead, the process will 

continue with more discussion and then the gradual 

implementation of any changes that will be made. I do not want 

any of you to be caught unaware of what is about to happen in 

our local church (that is, in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 

Minneapolis). Please do pray for the success of this process.  

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

The following is a prayer composed just for this purpose. I 

invite you to use it: 

God our Creator, 

You have given us the Church 

as a communion of life, love and truth. 
You gave us your Son Jesus Christ 

who desires that all may be one 

as you are one with him. 

Your gift of the Holy Spirit gathers people of 

every race, language and way of life. 

Your apostle and our patron Paul 

calls us to be one body in Christ. 
Guide us as we discern your will 

for the future of this local Church. 

Bless us as we attend to the needs of this Archdiocese. 

May our deliberations and decisions be marked 

with respect, patience and honesty. 

We pray that we might shine forth 

as a people made one in the unity 

of you who are Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. 

Saint Paul, pray for us. 

I would like to give you an update on the Archdiocesan 

Strategic Planning Process you have been hearing about for the 

last year. I have been hoping to keep you current on what is 

happening, since the results of the planning process will affect 

us here as much as they will affect every other parish. In some 

places, the changes are likely to be dramatic, although, as our 

leadership continues to repeat, no decisions have been made 

yet. 

 

It was last year on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009, that the first 

official insert appeared in the bulletin in each of our 217 

parishes in the twelve-county Archdiocese. That insert 

described the process and named the 16 members of the 

Strategic Task Force for Parish and School Planning. There are 

five priests, four deacons, one religious sister, one religious 

brother, three other lay women and two other lay men. The 

other bulletin inserts appeared on May 31, July 5, August 16, 

September 13, November 1, and March 7. During the summer, 

500 members of parish leadership and 1500 other parishioners 

attended regional meetings so that they could voice their 

concerns. The dedicated voice mail box at the chancery was 

monitored, and every call, every concern raised was written 

down and included in the documentation for the task force. 

These are the seven criteria that are guiding this process: 

1. Full sacramental ministry must be available to every 

Catholic in each geographic area of the archdiocese. In 

other word, every Catholic will have a home parish and 

will know where to go for spiritual assistance. 

2. Qualified pastoral leaders (i.e. clergy, religious and lay) 

will be assigned to each of those geographic areas. 

3. Special concern must be given to the poor, the 

marginalized or the immigrant. 

4. Every parish must be involved, to one degree or another, in 

the planning process. We will not permit discussions to fall 

along the lines of ñthe havesò and the ñhave nots.ò 

5. Every parish will be expected to evaluate its spiritual 

sacramental, communal, financial and faith formation 

resources. Adjustments will be made with other parishes in 

that particular deanery based on the evaluation. 

6. Catholic schools cannot be left out of the plan. The 

situation with our schools is complex and diverse. But we 

want to continue our support for them to the best of our 

ability.  

7. The discussions surrounding this planning be should be 

characterized by mutual respect, patience, honesty and an 

ability to listen to all points of view. The main thrust of the 

planning is about collaboration and cooperation, not about 

closing, though the latter may happen in some cases.  

 

We priests have met in the 15 regions of the Archdiocese that 

are called deaneries. Our parish is in a deanery that also 

includes the West Side, West St. Paul, South St. Paul, Inver 

Grove Heights, St. Paul Park, Cottage Grove, and Woodbury. 

There were more meetings than I can remember, and some of 

them were exhausting. We were not dealing with generalities, 

but with specifics, even using maps that included such data as 

household density by census block. We were disappointed 

when the official word came back to us in the fall that our plan  
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Pastoral Ministry  

Grief Support Spring Series  
If you have suffered a loss and are looking for safe, 
confidential, Christ-centered support, this series of talks 
may be what you are seeking. The series runs through 
May 17 and meets on Monday evenings from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 13901 Fairview 
Drive, Burnsville, in the Christian Life Center and 
Chapel. For more information call Vicki Gustafson, 
952.435.8102. 
 

2nd Annual RCIA Reunion and Potluck  
Are you a current or former RCIA participant at St. Peterôs 

or any other Catholic parish? We would like to celebrate 

the anniversary of your Initiation or Reception into Full 

Communion with a pot-luck lunch after the 5:00 Mass on 

Saturday, June 5. We invite you and your friends and 

family to join St. Peterôs staff members, RCIA catechists 

and other participants for an afternoon of fellowship. This 

is a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and 

make new ones. Please contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org by 

Thursday, May 20, if we may expect you. 

Religious Education/  

Faith Formation  

Religious Education Registration for 2010 -2011 
Please remember to register your child(ren) for next year's 

religious education programs. Registration deadline is 

May 15. If you have not received registration materials in 

the mail, please contact Rita Holien at 651.905.4318 or go 

to the information counter in Gathering Space for 

materials. Thank you. 

 

Week of Hope Bake Sale  
There will be a bake sale after Masses the 

weekend of May 8-9 to benefit Week of 

Hope, our summer mission trip for junior 

high students. We will have lots of great 

baked goods available for a free will 

donation.  

New Parish Directory  

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included in this 

directory. It will include last name, head of household and 

spouse, address, and phone number. If you have an 

unlisted number and would like it listed in this directory, 

or if you request other changes; i.e., no phone number, 

address, etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 

651.905.4302 or dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  

Sincere Sympathy  

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 
friends of Kathryn Pabst . We pray 
through faith that she is enjoying 
everlasting life. 

A Memorial Day Suggestion  

May we suggest a gift to the Historic Church Memorial 

Fund as a ñreminiscenceò gift for someone special. Cards 

are available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space, the Historic Church, and the parish office. 
  

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots  
In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 

We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you want 

any further information, please call the parish office at 

651.452.4550. 

  

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated 

on Monday, May 31, at 11 a.m. in the 

Historic Church . Immediately following 

we will congregate at St. Peterôs Cemetery 

for a flag-raising ceremony. 

  

The parish office will be closed on Monday, May 31, 

in observance of Memorial Day. Have a safe, fun-filled 

holiday weekend! 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped the FSCS 8th 
grade Girl Scouts bring a little Minnesota nice to our 
troops serving in Iraq! With your help, the girls will be 
sending 226 boxes of cookies through Operation 
Minnesota Nice, almost 40 of those with your help. Thank 
you for supporting our troop and our troops! 

Faithful Shepherd 8
th

 

Grade Girl Scouts Thank You!  

Saturday Scripture Study  

Join in the experience of opening the ñweekend scripture 

readingsò on Saturday morning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. in the Community Room. Both men and women are 
welcome to attend. 
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St. Peterõs Community News 

Annual Giving  

Weekly Contribution Summary  
Budget for the period 4/19-4/25/10 ....................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 4/19-4/25/10 ...................... $8,267 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $796,160 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $661,307 

Social Justice Thought  

I  t will be necessary above all to abandon a mentality 
in which the poorðas individuals and as peoplesðare 
considered a burden, as irksome intruders trying to 
consume what others have produced. 

~Economic Justice For All 

St. Peterõs Reaches Out 

Home Missions Appeal  

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  Catholic  Home 

Missions Appeal! Because of your generosity, the Appeal 

will  be  able  to  provide  funding  for  evangelization, 

religious education, youth ministry, and other essential 

services in poor dioceses. You have made a difference for 

the Church in the United States by strengthening the 

Church at home. To learn more about how your money is 

making a difference through Catholic Home Missions, 

please visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections., 

 

May is our month to stock Neighbors 

Food Shelf. Each of the member parishes in 

this area is assigned to a month. Although 

we collect and deliver food to them all year, 

May is the time when they especially 

depend on us. Your donations of 

nonperishable items are very welcome and can be 

dropped off in the appropriately marked boxes at the 

office entrance or the coat room in the Gathering Space. 
 

Thank you from the Knights of Columbus!  

The Eagan Knights of Columbus thank the parishioners of 

the Church of St. Peter for their generous donations 

during the Tootsie Roll fundraiser on April 24-25. Over 

$3,600 was collected during the weekend. All proceeds 

collected will be used to aid those with special needs in 

the Eagan area. Thanks again for continuing to support 

the efforts of the Knights. 

St. Peterõs Annual 

Golf Tournament  

St. Peterôs 6th Annual Golf Tournament will 

be held on Saturday, May 22, at Emerald 

Green in Hastings. Start putting together your 

foursomes now! You can sign up after all 

Masses this weekend or registration forms 

are on the Information Counter or on our website. 

Thanks to our Advertisers for 

Their Support!  

Jim Byrne, a representative from Liturgical Publications, 

our bulletin publisher, had been with us April 19-22 

contacting prospective advertisers for the business page of 

our weekly bulletins. As you know, it is our advertisers 

that make our bulletin possible. We thank all of those who 

have renewed their ads as well as our new advertisers. 

Anyone who might be interested in advertising in our 

bulletins is advised that there is still time. Please contact 

Jim at 651.895.4979 or jbyrne@4LPi.com. He will be 

happy to answer any advertising questions or help you 

place your ad. 

Fr. Gallatin with some of the children 

at this yearôs Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3, 

sponsored by the Knights of Columbus  

Blood Drive  

Thursday, May 6, 1 to 6 p.m.  
Ravoux Room  

Donors are needed and greatly appreciated! 
Sign up after all Masses this weekend or 

contact Rita Kordell at 651.454.4773. 
Walk-ins are welcome! 


