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From the Pastor’s Desk 

emergency situation in danger of death can and should be 
confirmed if a priest available and he has the holy oil chrism 

available. A child who is baptized at age eight or nine, and 
who thus is able to understand what is going on, must be 

confirmed as well. And of course, if it‟s an adult who is 

being baptized, he or she must be confirmed at the same 
time as the Baptism. These facts make our definition fall 

apart if we say that Confirmation equals adulthood in the 
faith. 

 

Here‟s how the Catechism of the Catholic Church introduces 
the section on Confirmation:  

“Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of 

Confirmation together constitute the „sacraments of 
initiation,‟ whose unity must be safeguarded. It 

must be explained to the faithful that the reception 
of the sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for 

the completion of baptismal grace. For „by the 

sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] are more 
perfectly bound to the Church and are enriched with 

a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, 
as true witnesses of Christ, more strictly obliged to 

spread and defend the faith by word and 

deed” (CCC, section 1285). 
 

In other words, a person is fully initiated into the Church 
only after receiving all three sacraments of initiation: 

Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist. Because for our 

candidates Confirmation will be the third of these three 
sacraments, when they receive Confirmation their baptismal 

grace will be brought at last to completion, and they will be 
able to begin to live as full members of the Church.  
 

The glossary of the Catechism defines the sacrament this 

way:  

“CONFIRMATION: One of the ensemble of the 
Sacraments of Initiation into the Church, together 

with Baptism and Eucharist. Confirmation 
completes the grace of Baptism by a special 

outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which seal 

or „confirm‟ the baptized in union with Christ and 
equip them for active participation in the worship 

and apostolic life of the Church” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, page 872). 

These are more helpful ways to explain Confirmation than 

talking about “adulthood in the faith” would be. And yet we 
cannot avoid the fact that when Catholics are confirmed as 

teenagers, they ought to take their faith even more seriously 

than they did a few years earlier. So the practical result of 
placing the age of Confirmation at the age we place it is that 

we must ask our candidates to make some decisions about 
their faith. My friends, I hope you will take your faith very 

seriously, and that next week you will declare before the 

whole congregation your desire to continue with the process 
that will lead to your being sealed with the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. We will do this in the presence of the whole parish 
community to show more clearly that you are moving 

toward being fully initiated members of this community and 

the whole Church. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

T oday we observe the Ascension of the Lord. In 1999, 

the dioceses of our ecclesiastical province (Minnesota and 

the Dakotas) joined many others in transferring the 

Ascension from a Thursday to a Sunday, so that more people 

would observe this important feast day. (The same thing 

happened with the Epiphany of the Lord a few decades ago.) 

With today‟s feast, our attention can be directed more fully 

on the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world. Our Lord 

Jesus told us after his Resurrection that unless he goes to the 

Father, the Holy Spirit cannot come to us. And so today‟s 

feast is necessary for next Sunday‟s feast, which is 

Pentecost, the fiftieth and final day of the season of Easter. 

 

It is not that the Holy Spirit will come into the world on May 

23, and that until that time we will only be wishing he would 

come. No, the Holy Spirit has already come to us. On 

Pentecost, however, we commemorate his coming into the 

world. We recall that the Holy Spirit descended on Mary and 

the apostles as they prayed, filling the apostles with the 

strength they had previously lacked, in order to carry out 

Jesus‟ instruction to go to make disciples of all peoples. But 

we are doing more than remembering a past event: we are 

supposed to allow the Holy Spirit to transform us so that we 

can bear fruit, so that we can be who God is calling us to be. 

This is something we should do all year long, but never is it 

more apparent than it is each year on the feast of Pentecost. 

 

The great conclusion of the Easter season is a fitting day to 

invite our candidates for Confirmation to a deeper reflection 

on what they will do next spring. At the 9:00 and 11:00 

Masses we will ask the candidates to state their decision to 

undertake this process. But what is it, really? The sacrament 

of Confirmation is a topic that confuses many Catholics. Of 

course, if we didn‟t understand Confirmation we could 

simply look it up in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

which has been a bestseller since it first appeared in the 

English language in 1994. Many Catholic homes already 

have a copy (it was tan from 1994 until it was revised and 

changed to a green cover in 2000, although the small 

paperback edition is white in color). At any rate, many 

people, when asked to define Confirmation, maintain that it 

is defined as “coming to an adult decision in the Catholic 

faith,” or “becoming an adult in the Church,” or some 

variation of those ideas. This is how Lutherans think of 

being confirmed in the faith. But the Lutheran practice of 

confirmation and the Catholic sacrament of Confirmation are 

alike only in spelling and pronunciation! Teenagers in 

Lutheran parishes are not anointed with blessed oil, nor are 

they confirmed by a bishop or through the authority of a 

bishop.  

 

Did you know that in the Catholic faith a baby can be 

confirmed? Yes, it‟s true: a baby who is baptized in an  
 

~continued in column 2 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Baptism Class 
Are you expecting a baby? If this is your first child or it 

has been over two years since the Baptism of your last 

child, you will need to attend a Baptism class before 

celebrating the sacrament of Baptism with your newest 

addition to the family. Classes are held every other month 

at St. Peter‟s and you are encouraged to arrange to 

complete the class before your child is born. Our next 

class is Sunday, May 23, and there are plenty of openings 

still available. Pre-registration is required. To register or 

for further information, please contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304.  

2010 Baptism Class Dates 

May 23, July 11, September 12 and November 11 

 

2nd Annual RCIA Reunion and Potluck  

Are you a current or former RCIA participant at St. Peter‟s 

or any other Catholic parish? We would like to celebrate 

the anniversary of your Initiation or Reception into Full 

Communion with a pot-luck dinner after the 5:00 Mass on 

Saturday, June 5. We invite you and your friends and 

family to join St. Peter‟s staff members, RCIA catechists 

and other participants for an afternoon of fellowship. This 

is a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and 

make new ones. Please contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 or email lamos@stpetersmendota.org by 

Thursday, May 20, if we may expect you. 

 

Celebration of the Anointing of the Sick Mass 
Please join us on Saturday, June 5, at 11:30 a.m. in the 

Main Church for an Anointing of the Sick Mass. The 

Church teaching about this is that “Great care and concern 

should be taken to see that those of the faithful whose 

health is seriously impaired by sickness or old age receive 

this sacrament,” Pastoral Care of the Sick, para. 8. If you 

are not in need of Anointing yourself, please consider 

bringing Catholic parents, neighbors and friends that you 

believe can benefit from this sacrament. Everyone is 

welcome to come and pray for and with those celebrating 

the Anointing of the Sick and celebrate the gift of the 

Eucharist. If you have any questions about whether you or 

someone you know is a candidate for receiving the 

sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please call Fr. 

Gallatin or Lisa Amos in the parish office. 

May we suggest a gift to the Historic Church Memorial 

Fund as a “reminiscence” gift for someone special. Cards 

are available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space, the Historic Church, and the parish office. 

  

Church of St. Peter cemetery lots 

In 1984, our cemetery was recognized as a historic site. 

We want our parishioners to know that lots and 

columbarium niches are available at this time. If you want 

any further information, please call the parish office at 

651.452.4550. 

  

Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated 

on Monday, May 31, at 11 a.m. in the 

Historic Church . Immediately following 

we will congregate at St. Peter‟s Cemetery 

for a flag-raising ceremony. 

  

The parish office will be closed on Monday, May 31, 

in observance of Memorial Day. Have a safe, fun-filled 

holiday weekend! 

Workcamp 

This weekend will be “Sponsor a Camper” weekend for 

Workcamp. Workcampers will speak at each Mass about 

what the Workcamp experience is, and how it has been a 

powerful experience for them. We ask you to prayerfully 

consider supporting us and assisting in offsetting the costs 

of our young people going to Workcamp.  

Youth Group 

The final meeting of the year for our High 

School Youth Group will be on Sunday, May 

16, at 6:30 p.m. We will meet outside 

(weather permitting) and have a barbecue. 

Fr. Gallatin will be joining us. Come join us 

for a night of fun, food, and faith sharing.  

St. Peter’s Survey 

For those who would still like to participate in the parish 

survey being conducted by the Parish Pastoral Council, 

you can do so by using the following link: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/StPetersMendota. 

A Memorial Day Suggestion 

Roman Missal Workshop 

The Church of St. Peter will host a United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops regional workshop on the 

new translation of the Missal with approximately 300 

priests from several states in attendance. The event begins 

Monday, May 24, at 2 p.m. On Tuesday, May 25, Mass 

will be celebrated at 8 a.m. in the Main Church. There 

will not be a 9 a.m. Mass in the Historic Church on the 

25th. 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 5/3-5/9/10 ........................... $18,550 

Actual for the period of 5/3-5/9/10 ........................ $19,025 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $828,310 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $722,216 

Social Justice Thought 

I   am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do 

everything, but still I can do something. And because I 

cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the 

something that I can do. 

~Edward Everett Hale, Pastor 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

May is our month to stock Neighbors 

Food Shelf. Each of the member parishes in 

this area is assigned to a month. Although we 

collect and deliver food to them all year, 

May is the time when they especially depend 

on us. Your donations of nonperishable items are very 

welcome and can be dropped off in the appropriately 

marked boxes at the office entrance or the coat room in 

the Gathering Space. 

 

Blood Drive Thank You! 
On behalf of the American Red Cross, I want to thank all 

the donors who made St. Peter‟s blood drive a huge 

success. A special thanks to the volunteers who are so 

dedicated to the blood drive. Circle September 30, 2010, 

for the fall drive. 

 

Rita Kordell 

St. Peter’s Annual 

Golf Tournament 

St. Peter‟s 6th Annual Golf Tournament will 

be held on Saturday, May 22, at Emerald 

Green in Hastings. Start putting together 

your foursomes now! You can sign up after 

all Masses this weekend or registration 

forms are on the Information Counter or on our website. 

Save the Date! 

Parish Picnic and Silent Auction 
After the 11 a.m. Mass 

Sunday, June 13 
 

If you have an item to donate to the silent auction, please 

contact the parish office at 651.452.4550. Watch the 

bulletin for more information. 

~sponsored by the Men‟s Club 

New Parish Directory 

A new parish directory will be available in the fall for all 

registered parishioners. No photos will be included, but it 

will include last name, head of household and spouse, 

address, and phone number. If you have an unlisted 

number and would like it listed in this directory, or if you 

request other changes; i.e., no phone number, address, 

etc., please contact Darlene Olson at 651.905.4302 or 

dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

The St. Peter‟s Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) has 

established a voice mail box. The purpose of the mailbox 

is to give parishioners the opportunity to contact the PPC 

with any comments, suggestions or concerns that they 

may have. To leave a message for the PPC please call 

651.905.4309. 

  

You may remain anonymous, however if you would like a 

reply, you must leave your contact information. Members 

of the PPC will take turns monitoring messages and 

responding to parishioners. This mailbox is only to 

contact the PPC and not to leave messages for parish 

staff. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Voice Mail Box 

Archdiocesan Marriage Day 

All couples celebrating silver and golden anniversaries in 

the 2010 calendar year are invited to join Most Reverend 

John C. Nienstedt on Saturday, June 26, at the Cathedral 

of St. Paul at 10 a.m. for Mass, renewal of vows, and a 

short reception. Couples married over 50 years will also 

be honored. Families and friends of honored couples 

welcome! For more information call 651.291.4488 or visit 

www.archspm.org. 
~Sponsored by the Archdiocesan Office  

for Marriage, Family and Life.  
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Monday, May 17 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, May 18 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 

Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 

 12 Noon-1 pm 
  Mobile Meals 
 6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, 
  Conference Room I 
 

Wednesday, May 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 am Pastoral Visitation Team Meeting, 
   Family Room 
 9:45 am Divine Mercy, Conference Room I 
 7 pm Music Rehearsal, Main Church 
 

Thursday, May 20 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Community Caring for Life, 
   Conference Room I 
 7 pm Finance Team Meeting, 
   Conference Room III 
 

Friday, May 21 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, May 22 
 8 am St. Peter‟s Golf Tournament 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
   Plant Pick Up 
 

Sunday, May 23ðPentecost 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 After Masses: 
   Plant Pick Up 
 1 pm Baptism Prep Class 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom O‟Neill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  

 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 

 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 

 Jane & George Vasiliou, 651.454.5292 

  jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 

 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 

 Dan O‟Brien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 

 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 

 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 

 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Liturgical Environment  

 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  

 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 

 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 

 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 

 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 

 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 

 Peggy Markee, 952.322.6479 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 

 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 

 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 

 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  
 Monday, May 17 - †Charlie Kopp 
 Tuesday, May 18 - †Patrick William Fitzgerald 
 Wednesday, May 19 - †John McQuillan 
 Thurs., May 20 - †Robert and †Gertrude Fee 
 Friday, May 21 - †Greg Boelter 
 Saturday, May 22 - Mass For the People 
 Sunday, May 23 - 9 a.m. - †Helen Pilaczynski 
   11 a.m. - †Chuck and †Don Gerner 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Readings for the 

Week of May 16 

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Heb 9:24-28; 

10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25 

Next Sunday: Eve: Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b /Rom 8:22-27/Jn 

7:37-39 

 Day: Acts 2:1-11/Rom 8:8-17/Jn 14:15-16, 

23b-26 
 

Liturgical Publications Inc 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

 

If you would like to commit to an hour each week  
or be available as a sub, please contact: 

Jane Vasiliou 
651 454 5292 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Please join us for “No Time For Poverty” on Tuesday, 

May 25, from 7:30 ~ 9 p.m. at Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School. We will gather for an exciting evening to 

celebrate the children of Haiti. This is to kick-off our 

fundraising mission for Our Children‟s Clinic in Port 

Salut, Haiti. Please come and enjoy the music of Haiti, 

hear stories of hope and some inspiring words from the 

clinic‟s co-founder, Michele Boston. For more 

information, please contact Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School  at  651.406.4747 or  visi t  www. 

notimeforpoverty.org. 

“No Time for Poverty” at 

Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School 

Do you receive 

The Catholic Spirit? 

The Catholic Spirit is the official newspaper of the 

Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. If you do not 

currently receive this publication, and would like to be 

added to the distribution list or have any questions, please 

contact Darlene at 651.905.4302 or email 

dolson@stpetersmendota.org and you will be added to the 

parish list. 

Get in the Garage Sale spirit 

It‟s the season for garage sales in 2010 and for just $20.10 

you can advertise yours with a one-time, four-line 

classified ad in The Catholic Spiritða 25% savings. Tell 

85,000 Catholic homes about your spring 2010 yard sale. 

Call 651.290.1631 for more information and to place your 

ad. 

The Year for Priests: 

June 2009-June 2010 

The Sacrament of Ordination expresses this very point: 

through the Sacrament the priest is totally inserted into 

Christ, so that by starting from him and acting in his sight 

he may carry out in communion with him the service of 

Jesus, the one Shepherd, in whom God, as man, wants to 

be our Shepherd. 

 

~Pope Benedict XVI 

Homily at Mass for the ordination of priests 

May 7, 2006 

Spring Plant Sale 

Plant Pick Up 

Pick up plants ordered from St. Peter‟s 

Council of Catholic Women on Saturday, 

May 22, 4 to 5 p.m. and after all weekend 

Masses. There will be a few extra plants for 

sale as well as Gerten Plant Cards. 


