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E-mail: pmarkee@charter.net 

Church of 
St. Peter 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

June 27 & July 4, 2010 
13

th
 & 14

th
 Sundays in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 



Church of St. Peter Page 2 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

In  1967  cremation  began  to  be  allowed  here  in  the 

Archdiocese, but the ashes of a cremated person could not be 

brought into a church for the funeral. The Mass that was 

celebrated was called a ñmemorial Massò and was not 

generally called a funeral, or a ñMass of Christian Burial.ò 

Permission had to be obtained from the chancery for a 

Catholic to be cremated, so clearly cremation was not the 

favored option at all. On March 21, 1997, the bishops of the 

United Stated received permission from the Holy See for the 

ashes of a cremated person to be present at a funeral, 

showing that cremation, which had just barely been tolerated 

30 years earlier, had by that date become acceptable enough 

to allow the urn inside the church. The sequence I have 

described  might  grate  against  the  sensibilities  of  some 

parishioners today, who might find the former restrictions 

irritating or even amusing. 
 

Today, if a family has chosen cremation for a loved one, it is 

still greatly preferred that the intact body be present in a 

rented casket at the visitation and funeral Mass, and later on 

be cremated. I am pleased that in recent months at our parish 

we have had two families follow this exact order, despite the 

fact that it is more expensive than it would have been if the 

body had been cremated just after the death. This allowed 

the families to see the bodies of their loved ones at the 

visitation, and it allowed us to honor the bodies with the 

white pall and with incense at the funeral Mass. 
 

Earlier  I  stated  that  sometimes  we  at  the  parish  are 

concerned when we learn a family is working with a funeral 

home that specializes in cremation. That is only because in 

our experience that a particular funeral home has sometimes 

attracted those who want the services of funeral directors to 

be scaled down. Many times they want the involvement of 

the funeral home to end immediately after the cremation, so 

the family will be presented with the ashes to take to church 

and to the cemetery themselves. Obviously this saves a lot of 

money for the family. But it can mean the family is asking 

the priest or the parish staff to do the tasks of the funeral 

directors, such as moving and arranging flowers, setting up 

easels, and seeing to all of the details of timing that would 

normally be handled by people who are paid to do those 

things. This has not recently been a problem here at St. 

Peterôs, where families have not usually had such 

expectations.  In  fact,  families  have  usually  been  very 

grateful for everything the staff and volunteers do to prepare 

for their loved onesô funerals without expecting anything at 

all unreasonable. I hope you will note that while a funeral 

with an intact body to be buried in a casket is what the 

Church prefers,  cremation can be chosen. Sometimes it 

might  lead  to  concern  about  practical  matters,  but  the 

theological concerns of the past years have almost entirely 

disappeared. 
 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

I   am so pleased that my last bulletin article was so well 

received! Perhaps you remember that I wrote about funerals 

and the importance of being accommodating with the 

families of people who had no church home. Maybe it came 

as a surprise to you that parishes have territories (unless they 

are ñnational parishesò established to serve those who spoke 

German or Polish, for example), and that the pastor of a 

territorial parish is responsible for the pastoral care of all 

who live in the area of the parish. Anyway, I wrote what I 

did in order to convey how good it is for a parish to be fairly 

liberal in the corporal work of mercy known as burying the 

dead. We are not restrictive when it comes to allowing 

funerals. 

 

There is more I would like to say with regard to funerals. 

More and more these days, the question of cremation arises 

when someone has died. In the Twin Cities, one funeral 

home has rebranded itself as a group to which people may 

belong while they are still living if they want to be cremated 

after they die. I wonder sometimes if people think they must 

use the services of that particular funeral home if they want 

to be cremated. They do not. Most or all funeral homes will 

assist those who choose cremation. Sometimes pastors and 

staff members of parishes cringe when we learn someone is 

using the services of the funeral home that promotes 

cremation and encourages the idea of membership in its 

group. But that funeral home can be just fine. I will write 

more on that later, after I explain some things about 

cremation. 

 

For many centuries, cremation was prohibited among 

Catholics because some people used to advocate cremating 

peopleôs bodies as a public way of denying the Christian 

teaching about the resurrection of the body on the Last Day. 

Since the raising of our bodies when Jesus returns in glory is 

part of both the Nicene Creed and the Apostlesô Creed, it is 

held by all Christian people. Many years ago, Archbishop 

John Roach wrote:  

ñIn the latter part of the 19th century, cremation 

societies were formed in Europe to encourage the 

burning of the body as an acceptable custom. They 

saw here, possibly, a good way of flaunting their 

contempt for the Church and religion and for 

deriding the Christian dogmas of immortality and 

the resurrection of the body. é [C]remation in itself 

is not intrinsically evil or of its nature incompatible 

with the Christian religion é Therefore, the 1963 

Instruction [from the Holy See] has removed the 

penalties attached to the cremation of Christians 

except in instances when it is still practiced with 

anti-Christian sentimentò (Clergy Bulletins, vol. 

VII, no. 4 [Sept. 14, 1981]).  

 
 

~continued in column 2 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Faithfully Fit ForeverðWhole Body 
Wellness for Older Adults 
Have you thought that you want to begin exercising, but 

the thought of going to a gym is intimidating or 

threatening? We want to make it easier for you. St. 

Peterôs will begin offering an exercise class for older 

adults that has a combined focus of body, mind and spirit. 

Faithfully Fit Forever classes include low impact 

exercise, health information and devotion. Classes are 

held on Thursdays at 2 p.m. in the Ravoux Room. There 

is no charge for these classes, but you may wish to bring 

your own light hand weights. This class is perfect for all 

abilities and fitness levels. If you are interested, please 

contact  Lisa Amos at  651.905.4304 or 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

 

Blood Pressure Readings 
We will not offer blood pressure readings in July. In 

August we will return to our regular schedule. 

 

Recognition and Honoring for Birth Mothers 
The Archdiocesan Office for Marriage, Family & Life 

and Catholic Charities invites all mothers who have 

relinquished a child for adoption to attend A Day of 

Recognition and Honoring for Birth Mothers on Saturday, 

July 17, at Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 

Bloomington. The day seeks to recognize the pain that is 

sometimes still carried, honor the sacrifice and provide 

opportunities for healing. For more information, call 

651.291.4488. Registration forms are available at the 

Information Center in the Gathering Space. 

Please keep in your prayers this week the 18 people (15 students, 3 adult leaders) who will be on our 3rd annual Week of 

Hope mission trip in Minneapolis from Sunday, June 27, through Friday, July 2. 

Courtney Amos 

Kathryn Bugasch 

Mary Drasin 

Eli Dubanoski 

Emma Hartigan 

Eddie Hoey 

Katherine Johnson 

Emily Levandowski 

Lauren Miller 

Victoria Rabuse 

Jamie Schumacher 

Katie Sullivan 

Billy Sullivan 

Ben Vogel 

Olivia Vogel 

 

Adult Leaders: 

Scott Bugasch 

Ed Overell 

Kristina Scherber 

New Parishioner Registrations 

We will not have new parishioner registration July 3 and 

4. Please call Jenn Föehl at 651.905.4308 or email 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org for information on joining 

the parish. In August we will resume new registrations the 

first weekend of every month. 

Fore! 

Mark your calendar for the Annual 

Faithful Shepherd Golf Classic that will 

be held on Monday, August 9. Get your 

foursomes together now! If you have any 

questions, please contact Ms. Odegard at 

modegard@fscsmn.org. 

St. Peter’s Dedication 

Anniversary July 10, 2010 

Our beautiful church was dedicated on July 10, 2005, as 

indicated on the candleholders that were placed where the 

church walls were anointed with Sacred Chrism on that 

day. On Saturday, July 10, the 5:00 Mass will be the 

celebration of the fifth anniversary of the dedication of 

the church, with different readings and music than the 

Sunday morning Masses. It will, of course, satisfy the 

obligation to participate in Sunday Mass. Please plan to 

come, if you can! 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 
3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 
651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 6/7-6/13/10 ......................... $13,600 

Actual for the period of 6/7-6/13/10 ...................... $12,501 

Budget for the period 6/14-6/20/10 ....................... $26,105 

Actual for the period of 6/14-6/20/10 .................... $20,501 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $939,870 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $809,907 

Social Justice Thought 

T o blame them, (immigrants), stalk them, outlaw 

them, harass them and consider them outsiders is 

unbiblical, inhumane and un-American. 

~New York Archbishop Timothy Dolan 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Peterôs Pence Collection 
On June 27 we support the Holy Father in his charitable 

works. The Peterôs Pence Collection is taken up 

worldwide in an effort of solidarity to support the most 

disadvantaged: victims of war, oppression, and natural 

disaster and others in need of emergency assistance. Pope 

Benedict XVI has said, ñGodôs love é gives us the 

courage to continue seeking and working for the benefit 

of allò (Caritas in Veritate, no. 78). Cast the love of 

Christ upon the worldðplease be generous in the 

collection. 

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 333 pounds of food you made 

to us during April and May. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

A note on the parish 

Sunday bulletin 

Due to a slower time during the summer months, we are 

publishing the parish bulletin biweekly until August 22. 

Following are the dates of publication: 
 

June 27 and July 4 (published June 27) 

July 11 and July 18 (published July 11) 

July 25 and August 1 (published July 25) 

August 8 and August 15 (published August 8) 
 

If you have any questions, please call Darlene at 

651.905.4302, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through Friday or 

email dolson@stpetersmendota.org.  

Fall Festival Planning 

Volunteers Needed! 

We are currently forming a committee to help plan our St. 

Peterôs Fall Festival and we need your help! The festival 
is currently being planned for the weekend of October 9-
10, 2010. If you are interested in joining the committee or 

know someone who would be a great addition, please let 
us know! There is a sign- up sheet in the Gathering Space 
after all Masses in June and the committee will begin 

meeting early July at a date to be determined by 
committee members. Unable to join the committee but 

would still like to offer feedback? We want to hear from 
you as well! Please contact Jenn Föehl at 651.905.4308 or 
jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org for more information or to 

sign up. We look forward to making this parish event a 
success! 

Strange, but true 

John Adams was a close friend of 

Thomas Jefferson. After Jefferson wrote 

the Declaration of Independence, John 

Adams led the fight in Congress for its 

adoption. 
 

They were among its signers on July 4, 1776. John 

Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on the same day, 

July 4, 1826ðexactly fifty years after the Declaration 

was signed. 
 

Fourth of July Office Hours 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, July 5, in 

observance of the 4th of July holiday. Have a fun, safe 

holiday weekend! 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of William Gjorvad and Carol 
Haskellðsister of Dave Uhler. We pray 

through faith that they are enjoying everlasting life. 



Church of St. Peter page 5a Church of St. Peter page 5b 

Monday, June 28 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, June 29 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
 After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 

Wednesday, June 30 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, July 1 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, July 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, July 3 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, July 4ð14
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 

Monday, July 5ðParish Office Closed 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, July 6 
Loaves & Fishes 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
  After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 

Wednesday, July 7 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, July 8 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 6:30 pm Wedding Music Workshop, 
   Conference Room 
 7 pm Al-Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, July 9 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, July 10 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 6 pm Baptisms, Main Church 
 

Sunday, July 11ð15
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  

 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 

 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 

 Jane & George Vasiliou, 651.454.5292 

  jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 

 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 

 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 

 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 

 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 

 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Liturgical Environment  

 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  

 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 

 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 

 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 

 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 

 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 

 Peggy Markee, 952.322.6479 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 

 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 

 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 

 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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Readings for the 

Week of July 4 

Sunday: Is 66:10-14c/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-

20 or 10:1-9 

Monday: Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday:  Hos 14:2-10/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Mt 10:24-33 

Next Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Col 1:15-20/Lk 10:25-37 

 
Liturgical Publications Inc 

Readings for the 

Week of June 27 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 

9:51-62 

Monday: Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Mt 8:18-22 

Tuesday: Vigil : Acts 3:1-10/Gal 1:11-20/Jn 21:15-

19 

 Day: Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 

16:13-19 

Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Mt 9:1-8 

Friday:  Am 8:4-6, 9-12/Mt 9:9-13 

Saturday: Eph 2:19-22/Jn 20:24-29 

Next Sunday: Is 66:10-14c/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-

20 or 10:1-9 
 

Liturgical Publications Inc 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, June 28 - ÀLeonard Keyes 

 Tuesday, June 29 - ÀJoseph & ÀLillian Fee 

 Wednesday, June 30 - ÀJohn Phillips 

 Thursday, July 1 - ÀEvelyn McGonagle 

 Friday, July 2 - Choice of the Priest 

 Saturday, July 3 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, July 4 - 9 a.m. - ÀCalvin Mulvihill 

  - 11 a.m. - ÀMarjorie Ramstad 

 

 Monday, July 5 - ÀRobert Fontecha 

 Tuesday, July 6 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, July 7 - Steve & Mary Lauinger Family 

 Thursday, July 8 - ÀRay Puckett 

 Friday, July 9 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Saturday, July 10 - ÀDoris LeClaire 

 Sunday, July 11 - 9 a.m. - ÀBernie Biessener 

  - 11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

The Ugandan Mission Team will host our 2nd Annual Pig 

Roast on Sunday, August 15, 2010, from 12 noon to 3 

p.m. with proceeds to benefit the Church of St. Anthony 

in Migerya, Uganda. Everyone is invited to join in 

Heritage Center to celebrate the ongoing success of our 

Student Sponsorship Program and the Piglet Program. 

Father John Wakubeðpastor of St. Anthonyôsðwill not 

be able to attend, however, he wants us to extend to all 

parishioners his gratitude and that of his parishioners for 

the generosity and support shown by the people of St. 

Peterôs.  

 

At the first Pig Roast we raised over $5,000 and so far 

150 piglets have been purchased and distributed, with 

more families to receive one as the earlier ones start to 

bear young. Again, we extend our gratitude to all those 

who donated to this initiative. 

 

We also invite parishioners to contribute to this effort 

with donations of silent auction items which will be 

auctioned off at the pig roast. If you have gift certificates 

or tickets to sporting events, the theatre, or other events/

activities, have a skill or service (e.g. photography) that 

might be of interest to others, are handy at creating items, 

or have another item of value and would like to donate to 

the silent auction, please contact Mary OôNeill at 

651.454.5128. 

2
nd

 Annual Uganda Pig Roast Historic Church Open 

this Summer— 

Tour Guides Are Needed 

The Historic Church will be open 

Thursdays throughout the summer 

following the 9 a.m. daily Mass. We are 

in need of a team of tour guides to be 

available in the Historic Church during this time. The 

training is easy, simply read the 150th anniversary booklet 

and be familiar with our church history and youôre all set! 

Booklets are available in the parish office if you do not 

yet have a copy. If you are interested in volunteering your 

time as a tour guide, please contact Jenn Foehl at 

651.905.4308 or jföehl@stpetersmendota.org.  


