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Church of 
St. Peter 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

July 25 and August 1, 2010 
17

th
 & 18

th
 Sundays in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
prevented from receiving Communion. Not so. If you 

know anyone who is in the predicament of being civilly 

married in a union that is an invalid sacrament, please do 

them the favor of directing them to a priest or some 

member of a parish staff. I love working with people to 

get their marriages ñblessed,ò as people usually describe 

it. It usually is an easy process. There is no situation that 

is too strange to sit down and discuss. Many people, 

however, think that their situation is too strange. They 

behave as though the trouble they face had never been 

faced by anyone else. And they assume the priest or other 

representative of the Church will be upset with them or 

make them feel embarrassed. We wonôt. Please have them 

call! 

 

Back to marriages and difficult situations: I would like to 

address the topic of marriage in the Church when 

someone has been married previously. If that marriage 

ended because one of the spouses died, then the survivor 

is free to marry someone else. If it ended in divorce and 

the other party is still living, then itôs necessary to 

establish your freedom to marry. This means that a person 

has to ask the Church to examine the union that ended in 

divorce in order to see whether it was a valid sacramental 

marriage. If the marriage that everyone assumed to be a 

valid sacrament was actually never a sacrament, then the 

person is free to be married. This process is actually 

named ñcanonical trial,ò which is a trial on paper in a 

Church court. But most people call the process ñthe 

annulment process.ò The word annulment does not appear 

in Church law, though, and as a matter of fact the use of 

the term has led to confusion for many people. In civil 

law, an annulment is a declaration by the state that a 

marriage never took place, because one party committed 

fraud, for example, in misrepresenting himself or herself 

to the other party. A famous case a few years ago 

involved a man previously convicted of murder who later 

married a woman without telling her about his criminal 

record. The state declared that no marriage took place. 

That is not at all what the Catholic Church does in a 

canonical trial. In this process, the Church thoroughly 

examines a marriage that has already ended in divorce to 

see if there was something that right from the very 

beginning that kept the marriage from being a valid 

sacrament. The Church does not declare that a marriage 

never happened. The Church may declare that a marriage 

was not sacramental and that the parties are free to enter a 

new union that, we hope, will be a valid sacrament. 
~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

L ast time, I began writing about marriage and some 

concepts that are frequently misunderstood about the 

marriage of Catholics. One of those concepts has to do 

with what a Catholic person has to do if he or she wants 

to get married in the church of a non-Catholic fiancé(e). 

Both parties are supposed to meet with a priest, deacon, 

or parish staff member so that the Catholic person can 

request from the Archbishop a dispensation from the 

Catholic form of marriage. That way, the wedding in the 

Protestant church will ñcountò as far as the Catholic 

Church is concerned, and the couple will be sacramentally 

united in marriage. 

 

So what if the Catholic person did not get this 

dispensation? There is no question about it: the couple 

does not receive the sacrament of matrimony at their 

wedding in a Protestant church if the Catholic person is 

not dispensed from the Catholic form of marriage. Some 

may object that that is a rotten thing to say, that a 

Methodist wedding, for instance, isnôt good enough. 

Hereôs the answer to this objection: only the Catholic 

Church and the Orthodox churches believe marriage is a 

sacrament; the various Protestant communities do not. So 

of course no Methodist or Lutheran or Evangelical Free or 

Baptist minister would claim that a Catholic woman 

marrying in a Protestant church without a dispensation 

receives the sacrament of marriage. They donôt even 

believe their own people receive the sacrament of 

marriage! They donôt believe there is any such thing. 

Assuming a Baptist wedding confers the sacrament of 

marriage is as crazy as assuming that consuming bread at 

the Lordôs Supper in a Baptist church confers the 

sacrament of the Eucharist. They donôt believe the same 

thing Catholics believe, so of course a Catholic visitor 

there cannot receive a sacrament at that church. They 

donôt even believe their own members receive a 

sacrament. 

 

I also wrote last week that itôs almost always possible to 

get things in order later on if the couple has neglected to 

observe the Catholic form of marriage. I find it very sad 

when a couple considering marriage receives false 

information from other people about what the Catholic 

Church requires. I recall a couple who once told me that 

the parents of one of them had assured them that there 

was a limited period of time for straightening out 

whatever irregularities there might be in a marriage. This 

coupleôs marriage had been witnessed by a justice of the 

peace, and they were under the impression that since 

more than a year had passed, they were permanently  
 

~continued in column 2 

Fr. Gallatin will be taking a trip to Quebec and will be 

gone from Thursday, August 8, until Friday, August 13. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

RCIA Catechists Needed 
One way to answer our baptismal call is to reach out to 

those seeking to learn more about our Catholic faith. If 

you enjoy bringing the message of Christ to others, please 

consider joining our terrific RCIA team. Training, 

materials and ongoing support from the pastoral associate 

are provided. The schedule is flexible but a commitment 

of one year is appreciated. If you are interested or have 

further questions, please contact Lisa Amos at 

651.905.4304 or by email at lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  
 

RCIA Inquiry Sessions 
If you or someone you know has been thinking about 

becoming Catholic, you are invited to come to one of our 

summer inquiry sessions to learn more about the process 

and have your questions answered. These sessions are 

appropriate for both the baptized and the unbaptized as 

well as for anyone who may already have made their First 

Communion as a child, but has not received the sacrament 

of Confirmation. Open inquiry sessions will be held in 

Heritage Center immediately following the 11 a.m. Mass 

on August 8. There is no need to pre-register. Flyers are 

available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space. For more information or to schedule a private 

inquiry meeting to discuss your own faith journey, please 

contact Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Blood Pressure Readings 
Blood pressure readings will be offered in the Family 

Room on July 31 and August 1 after all Masses.  

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has 

designated the last week of July as NFP Awareness 

Week. NFP stands for Natural Family Planning, and 

offers a scientific and marriage building opportunity by 

learning about oneôs fertility. NFP Awareness Week 

supports couples by bringing awareness of spousal love. 

This year NFP Week, ñTrust God has a plan for your 

marriageò runs from July 25-31. These dates include the 

anniversary of the papal encyclical Human Vitae (July 25) 

the feast of St. Joachim and St. Anne (July 26). Human 

life is a beautiful gift and is to be cherished. If you would 

like to know more about Natural Family Planning, contact 

the Office for Marriage, Family & Life at 651.291.4489 

or email schulten@archspm.org.  

Natural Family Planning Week 

Please keep in your prayers the 21 youth and adults who will be travelling to Centralia, Illinois from July 23 to August 

1 for Workcamp: 

Allie Bannick 

Evan Bannick 

Bailey Carruth 

Marie Cavallaro 

Kathleen Ferraro 

Sarah Harrington 

Julia Hermann 

Katherine Johnson 

Kelly McQuillan 

Tommy McQuillan 

Jack Moroney 

Tyler Newman 

Danny Schaefer 

Amanda Scheid 

Tom Schwietz 

Megan Towle 

Ryan Walsh 

Brandon Carrier (adult) 

Patti Carruth (adult) 

Ed Overell (adult) 

Linda Towle (adult) 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Edward Lavigne. We pray 
through faith that he is enjoying everlasting 
life. 

Wedding Banns 

Third Proclamation (July 25) 
Emily DeCoster and Michael Deziel 

Second/Third Proclamation (July 25/August 1) 
Molly OôConnell and Justin Streiff 

First Proclamation (August 1) 
Nathan Grover and Ashley Stanton 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 7/5-7/11/10 ......................... $11,860 

Actual for the period of 7/5-7/11/10 ...................... $10,269 

Budget for the period 7/12-7/18/10 ....................... $23,560 

Actual for the period of 7/12-7/18/10 .................... $22,376 

Year-to-Date Budget ............................................. $52,105 

Year-to-Date Actual .............................................. $48,363 

Social Justice Thought 

I  tôs a supreme paradox in our American culture, 
where every person, unless a Native American, is a 

descendant of immigrantsðthat we seem to harbor an 

ingrained fear of óthe other,ô which in our history is 

usually the foreigner (immigrant). 

 ~New York Archbishop Timothy Dolan 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

Thank You from the Center for Mission 
Dear Fr. Gallatin: 

 

I want to acknowledge and thank you for participating in 

the Global Solidarity Sunday Collection taken up in June 

on the Feast of Corpus Christi. The proceeds from this 

combined collection will go toward supporting the major 

global priorities of the US Catholic Church including 

Catholic Relief Services, Solidarity with Africa, Latin 

America and Central and Eastern Europe. 

 

Together we stand in communion with brothers and 

sisters around the globe and offer these gifts in hope of 

furthering the Churchôs pastoral ministry, emergency 

relief and human development efforts. Let us pray that the 

seeds of solidarity we plant today will produce the fruit of 

greater faith, peace, justice and human dignity. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Deacon Mickey Friesen, D.Min., Director 

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 68 pounds of food you made to 

us during June. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

School is just around the corner! School 

supplies are on sale! Please consider buying 

extras for children of families who canôt 

purchase them. We will donate them to 

MOREôs Multicultural School for 

Empowerment as we have done in the past. 

Students need pencils, pens, magic markers, notebooks, 

lined paper, crayons, rulers, etc. Your contributions are 

well-received by the staff at MORE. Boxes for the school 

supplies are located in the Main Church coat room or the 

office entrance. Deadline for bringing in supplies will be 

Sunday, September 12. 

There are several types of changes which are possible in 

parishes and schools as a result of the archdiocesan 

planning process decisions announced by the Archbishop 

this upcoming fall. Changes will be announced at 

weekend Masses on October 16 and 17, 2010. As we 

move forward, all parishes and schools will be expected 

to increase collaboration with other parishes and/or 

schools as well as regularly evaluate resources and adjust 

accordingly. 

 

Definition of types of changes: 

§ Collaboration: intentional sharing of personnel, 

programs or resources between two or more 

parishes or schools; some parishes and schools 

identified as ñmission criticalò will be supported by 

all parishes in the Archdiocese. 

 

§ Cluster: two or more parishes that share a pastor; 

separate parishes retain their parish status and basic 

organizational structure. 

 

§ Merger: two or more parishes or Catholic school 

communities combine into one; church and/or 

school buildings may be closed as a result of 

mergers. 

 

You may find out more about the archdiocesan planning 

process by visiting http://planning.archspm.org/. 

Archdiocese Planning Process 
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Monday, July 26 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, July 27 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
 After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 

Wednesday, July 28 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 Gathering in Memory of Mary Vieths, 
   Heritage Center 
 

Thursday, July 29 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 9:30 Daily Mass Birthday Celebration, 
   Heritage Center 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, July 30 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, July 31 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 2:30 pm DeCoster/Deziel Wedding, Main Church 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Mission Appeal, Main Church 
 After Mass: 
   Blood Pressure Screenings 
 

Sunday, August 1ð18
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Mission Appeal, Main Church 
 After Masses: 
   Blood Pressure Screenings 
   New Parishioner Registration 
 

Monday, August 2 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, August 3 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
  After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 

Wednesday, August 4 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 6 pm GIA Music Workshop, Main Church 
 

Thursday, August 5 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, August 6 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, August 7 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, August 8ð19
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 

Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 

Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 

Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 

Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 

John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Annual Missionary 

Cooperation Plan 

July 31/August 1 

Br. Paul OôDonnell will be speaking at all Masses the 

weekend of July 31/August 1 on behalf of the 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

 

The founder of the Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

(FBP) was Br. Michael Gaworski, son of Dick and 

Wynona Gaworski, parishioners of St. Peterôs. 

Founded in 1982, the FBP remain the first menôs 

religious community founded in this Archdiocese. Br. 

Paul is the current guardian Overall (superior) of the 

FBP and has extensive experience in leadership in the 

community and pro-life movement at every level.  

 

The FBP ministries involve pro-life advocacy and 

involvement in many areas and levels and work with 

the poor and homeless. Some of these areas include a 

very active emergency food shelf, sheltering at our 

home international victims of torture, and various 

street ministry efforts. They promote the ñGospel of 

Lifeò to defend and advocate for the most vulnerable, 

handicapped and disabled among us, especially in the 

areas of fighting abortion, euthanasia, and health care 

rationing. 

New Parishioner Registration 

Interested in joining the parish? New parishioner 

registration will be held after all Masses August 1 in 

the Gathering Space, or by appointment. For more 

information contact Jenn Föehl at 651.905.4308 or 

jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org, or click on the ñJoin 

Usò link on our website at www.stpetersmendota.org. 

mailto:jfoehl@stpetersmendota.org
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Readings for the 

Week of August 1 

Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 

12:13-21 

Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Mt 14:13-21 

Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 14:22-36 or 

15:1-2, 10-14 

Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday: Jer 31:31-34/Mt 16:13-23 

Friday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-

36 

Saturday: Hb 1:12---2:4/Mt 17:14-20 

Next Sunday: Wis 18:6-9/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8

-12/Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40 
 

Liturgical Publications Inc 

Readings for the 

Week of July 25 

Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13 

Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Mt 13:44-46 

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Friday:  Jer 26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12 

Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 

12:13-21 
 

Liturgical Publications Inc 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, July 26 - ÀDuane Prokott 

 Tuesday, July 27 - ÀLucille & ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Wednesday, July 28 - ÀMary Vieths 

 Thursday, July 29 - ÀDon Sault 

 Friday, July 30 - ÀFiona Garnier 

 Saturday, July 31 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, August 1 - 9 a.m. - ÀGerard Abbott 

11 a.m. - ÀPhilomena & ÀGerard Partington 

 

 Monday, August 2 - ÀJohn McQuillan 

 Tuesday, August 3 - For the Respect of Human Life 

 Wednesday, August 4 - ÀLloyd Reynolds 

 Thursday, August 5 - ÀLucille & ÀJoseph Kennedy 

 Friday, August 6 - Stephanie Pommier & Family 

 Saturday, August 7 - ÀHoward Unger 

 Sunday, August 8 - 9 a.m. - ÀSr. Luciola Cloutier 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Fore! 

Mark your calendar for the Annual 

Faithful Shepherd Golf Classic that will 

be held on Monday, August 9. Get your 

foursomes together now! If you have any 

questions, please contact Ms. Odegard at 

modegard@fscsmn.org. 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

Eucharistic Adoration 

St. Peter’s Morning Bridge 

St. Peterôs Womenôs morning bridge will 

begin in September. They meet the first 

Wednesday of the month, September 

through June, with the exception of 

February and March. 

 

New members and subs are needed. For more information 

call Carole Black at 651.452.8331 or Lou Ann Kirch at 

651.454.2492. 

Reminder: Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

Matthew 26:40-41 - Jesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour?  

Watch and pray.ò 

 

If you would like to commit to an hour each week  
or be available as a sub, please contact: 

Jane Vasiliou 
651 454 5292 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 


