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From the Pastor’s Desk 

they were able to fit together a whole section of missing 

pieces. Before I explain how this was, I will assure you 

that it does involve the parishðlittle, at least. 

 

The family members at this reunion are the descendants 

of a certain man named McNamara who left Ireland and 

eventually made his way to a farm outside LeRoy. He was 

married to three women in all; each of his wives died, but 

not before having several children. As you might imagine, 

the oldest children, who were nearly adults when the 

youngest of their half-siblings were born, were not eager 

to stay around with the new family. The oldest child was 

a woman named Maria, who left southern Minnesota for 

St. Paul around 1880. It turns out that she was my 

grandmotherôs grandmother. Another way of saying it is 

that Maria is my motherôs motherôs motherôs mother. She 

settled near Fort Snelling. I do not know exactly what that 

means, but her place was connected so closely to the 

military installation that my grandmother spoke of going 

to see her grandmother ñat Fort Snellingò ï and I donôt 

mean the cemetery. What is truly astonishing, though, is 

that my great-great-grandmother Maria McNamara 

married James Small on October 22, 1883 at our own 

Church of St. Peter! Fr. Louis Cornelis witnessed their 

marriage. I wonder what they would have thought to 

know their descendant would one day stand within the 

same walls, before the same high altar, celebrating Mass 

and witnessing marriages? I remain intrigued by that 

wonderful coincidence. 

 

How did our branch of the family elude the amateur 

genealogists for thirty years? It was a matter of a lot of 

females and thus family names that led to dead ends. 

Maria took her husbandôs name, so there were no more 

McNamaras. She had two daughters and no sons, so there 

were no more Smalls. One daughter never married, and 

the other married a man by the name of Garvey and had 

seven children. Five sisters married and took new names, 

and they were the first five to die and have their obituaries 

publishedðunder names that the genealogists could not 

have recognized even though they were searching in the 

Twin Cities newspapers. The last two to die in that 

generation were the only two whose last name remained 

Garvey. It was my great uncleôs obituary that led the 

genealogists to my mother at last, and she was able to 

make the connection that placed, I suppose, a few 

hundred descendants in the proper places in that family 

tree. So it was a puzzle! I must make sure not to get 

addicted. 

 

~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

S ome of you might have noticed that I am gone this 

Sunday. I am writing this a week ahead of time, and I 

plan to celebrate the Mass on Saturday as usual, but in the 

morning of August 8 I have to be at the airport too early 

to celebrate Mass here at the parish, much to my 

disappointment. (I think Sunday morning is a pretty 

foolish time for a priest to travel!) The morning departure 

proved necessary, as Iôm sandwiching the trip between 

weddings here at home. I am confident I will get over any 

feelings of disappointment soon, however, as I am going 

on vacation with my brother, his wife, and their 2 ½ year 

old son. We are going to Montreal and Quebec City, as I 

mentioned a few weeks ago, for no purpose other than a 

vacation. 

 

I have been intrigued by what I have heard about French 

Canada even since taking the French language in high 

school. I understand that the places we intend to visit look 

surprisingly European, and since I am partial to stopping 

in churches, I will enjoy what those cities have to offer. I 

imagine I will see churches that make our own Historic 

Church look quite new in comparison. I like to take 

pictures, and before I went to Rome last year I acquired 

just the sort of camera that can capture the dim interiors 

of churches without a flash. Iôm sure there will be plenty 

to document. I always have prints made of most of my 

pictures, and put them into nice photo albumsða notable 

contrast to the young priest (a decade younger!) I just 

spoke to who dismissed the idea of printing photos at all. 

His photos might stay digital forever, but mine will get 

printed. At any rate, I will return in time for a wedding 

next Saturday, August 14. 

 

If you are a 5:00 Mass person you might also have 

noticed that I was away on July 24. I want to write about 

that a little bit, since I was at an event that is rare for me 

but common for a lot of people. It was a family reunion. I 

am fairly close to a lot of my relatives, but this was a 

reunion for a branch of the family about which I had 

previously known nothing. It took place on that Saturday 

in LeRoy, Minnesota, between Adams and Spring Valley 

and right on the Iowa border. A few of us here at church 

were laughing after my return about how caught up in 

genealogy certain people can become. It almost consumes 

them, because reconstructing a family tree is often like 

putting together a puzzleða puzzle whose last piece can 

never be put in place, since it would simply lead one more 

generation into the past. Anyway, some very kind people 

from Wisconsin contacted my mother last year, and were 

almost ecstatic when she wrote back. With her response  
 

~continued in column 2 
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Pastoral Ministry  

Facilitators Needed! 
Small group facilitators are needed for the Growing 

Through Loss series. Training is provided for facilitators, 

to help those experiencing loss feel comfortable and 

encourage attendees to share their story of loss. The series 

runs once a week for four weeks in the fall, and four 

weeks in the spring. If you have experienced a loss and 

feel you can now help others, this ministry may be for 

you. Contact Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prayer Shawl ministry meetings will begin meeting again 

on October 10, 2010, from 2-3 p.m. in the Family Room. 

New knitters and crocheters are always welcome. The 

prayer shawl ministry meets the first Sunday of every 

month. Meeting dates for 2010-2011 are: October 3, 

November 7, December 5, February 6, March 6, April 3 

and May 1. 

 

RCIA Inquiry Sessions 
If you or someone you know has been thinking about 

becoming Catholic, you are invited to come to one of our 

summer inquiry sessions to learn more about the process 

and have your questions answered. These sessions are 

appropriate for both the baptized and the unbaptized as 

well as for anyone who may already have made their First 

Communion as a child, but has not received the sacrament 

of Confirmation. Open inquiry sessions will be held in 

Heritage Center immediately following the 11 a.m. Mass 

on August 8. There is no need to pre-register. Flyers are 

available at the Information Center in the Gathering 

Space. For more information or to schedule a private 

inquiry meeting to discuss your own faith journey, please 

contact Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or email 

lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

 

Adoption Mass 
Are you adopted? Have you placed a child for adoption?  

Are you an adoptive family who have your child already 

or perhaps are just starting the process? Whatever your 

connection to adoption, we warmly invite you to the 6th 

Annual Archdiocesan Mass in Celebration of Adoption. 

The Mass will be held on Saturday, August 21, at 4 p.m. 

at St. Peter Claver in St. Paul (375 Oxford Street North, 

St Paul, Minnesota). Parents, birth parents, grandparents, 

children, other family members and friends are welcome. 

The Mass is sponsored by the Archdiocesan Office for 

Marriage, Family & Life. For more information or to 

volunteer, please call 651.291.4488. 

Uganda 2
nd

 Annual Pig Roast  

Everyone is invited to attend the 2nd Annual Pig Roast in 

Heritage Center on Sunday, August 15, from 12 noon to 3 

p.m. to benefit the parish of St. Anthonyôs in Migyera, 

Uganda. While Fr. John Wakube is unable to join us this 

year, he has asked for help for some very critical 

humanitarian and other needs at St. Anthonyôs: 

¶ fix a well so people can get fresh water instead of 

using polluted local lake water  

¶ mosquito nets for 3500 of the 6000 parishioners 

at St. Anthonyôs to reduce malaria 

¶ beds and bedding for 3500 parishioners who now 

sleep on the ground/floor 

¶ purchase and install an altar and tabernacle in St. 

Anthonyôs Church 

 

100% of the proceeds generated from the pig roast, silent 

auction and raffle will go towards these items.  So, come 

and enjoy good food, buy raffle tickets for an Apple 

IPAD or 2 tickets to the September 4, 2010, Twins vs. 

Texas Rangers game in VIP seating behind home plate 

with dinner and valet parking, and bid on the many items 

in the silent auction, which will run the weekends of 

August 7-8, and August 14-15. We hope to see you there!  

Wedding Banns  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.stpetersmendota.org  

Second/Third Proclamation (August 8 and 15) 
Nathan Grover and Ashley Stanton 

Third Proclamation (August 8) 
Joseph Chapman and Katie Matuszak 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 
 

HELP! We are in need of a committed adorer 

on Tuesdays for each of the following hours: 

11 a.m.-12 noon  

1-2 p.m. 

If you are interested and available, please contact: 

Jane Vasiliou 

651 454 5292 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Matthew 26:40-41ðJesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray.ò 
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St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving  

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 7/19-7/25/10 ....................... $11,860 

Actual for the period of 7/19-7/25/10 .................... $15,163 

Budget for the period 7/26-8/1/10 ......................... $11,860 

Actual for the period of 7/26-8/1/10 ...................... $13,286 

Year-to-Date Budget ............................................. $75,825 

Year-to-Date Actual .............................................. $76,812 

Social Justice Thought  

T hat so many people are poor in a nation as rich as 

ours is a social and moral scandal that we cannot ignore. 
 

~U.S. bishops in ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR ALL 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

School is just around the corner! School 

supplies are on sale! Please consider buying 

extras for children of families who canôt 

purchase them. We will donate them to 

MOREôs Multicultural School for 

Empowerment as we have done in the past. 

Students need pencils, pens, magic markers, notebooks, 

lined paper, crayons, rulers, etc. Your contributions are 

well-received by the staff at MORE. Boxes for the school 

supplies are located in the Main Church coat room or the 

office entrance. Deadline for bringing in supplies will be 

Sunday, September 12. 

Archdiocesan strategic planning process decisions will be 

announced at weekend Masses on October 16 and 17, 

2010. These decisions are the result of a consultative 

process launched in early 2009. The strategic planning 

process decisions are guided by the mission of the Church 

and will follow the 7 principles the Archbishop identified 

in February 2009. Those 7 principles are: 

1. Full sacramental ministry 

2. Competent pastoral leaders 

3. Special concern for the needs of the poor, 

marginalized, and immigrant 

4. Catholic school support and inclusion in the 

planning process 

5. Every parish will be involved in this discussion 

6. Every parish will be expected to evaluate their 

own resources and adjust accordingly 

7. Respect, patience and honesty in all discussions 

to build on strengths 

 

You can find out more about the archdiocesan planning 

process by visiting http://planning.archspm.org/ 

Archdiocese Planning Process  

The following are the intentions remembered by 
the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, August 9 - ÀKevin Berry 

 Tuesday, August 10 - ÀRobert & ÀGertrude Fee 

 Wednesday, August 11 - ÀDuane Prokott 

 Thursday, August 12 - Isabell Norquist 

 Friday, August 13 - ÀTillie Heaser 

 Saturday, August 14 - Mass For the People 

 Sunday, August 15 - 9 a.m. - ÀWalter Lucking 

11 a.m. - Tom & Judie Meisingerôs 50th Anniversary 
 

 Monday, August 16 - ÀSouls in Purgatory 

 Tuesday, August 17 - ÀImre Halasz 

 Wednesday, August 18 - ÀLorraine Goers 

 Thursday, August 19 - ÀAlvin Boelter 

 Friday, August 20 - ÀJoseph & ÀLillian Fee 

 Saturday, August 21 - ÀAnn Byhre 

 Sunday, August 22 - 9 a.m. - Mass For the People 

11 a.m. - ÀDon & ÀChuck Gerner 

Mass Intentions  

W e hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty and pursuit of Happiness: that to secure 

these rights, governments are instituted among men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the 

governed. 
 

~The Declaration of Independence (1776) 

Word of Life  

Sincere Sympathy  

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Hester Bennett. We pray 
through faith that she is enjoying 
everlasting life. 
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Monday, August 9 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, August 10 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
 After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 11 am Mobile Meals 
 

Wednesday, August 11 
Sharing & Caring Hands 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, August 12 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, August 13 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, August 14 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 2:30 pm Chapman/Matuszak Wedding, 
   Main Church 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, August 15ðAssumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 
 12 Noon Uganda Pig Roast, Heritage Center 
 12:30 pm Baptisms, Main Church 
 

Monday, August 16 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, August 17 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
  After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 

Wednesday, August 18 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Thursday, August 19 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 7 pm Finance Team, Conference Room III 
 

Friday, August 20 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Saturday, August 21 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 2 pm Grover/Stanton Wedding, Main Church 
 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 5 pm Mass, Main Church 
 

Sunday, August 22ð21
st

 Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 
 9 & 11 am Mass, Main Church 

The Next Week  Parish Pastoral Council  

Tom OôNeill, Chair ................................ 651.454.5128 
Jeanne Chapdelaine, Vice-Chair ............ 651.454.6325 

Mary Partington, Secretary .................... 651.457.5164 
Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 
Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 
Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
John Vogel ............................................. 651.688.7427 
 

Trustees: 
Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 
Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Committee Contacts  

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  

 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 

 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 

 Jane & George Vasiliou, 651.454.5292 

  jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 

 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 

 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 

 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 

 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 

 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Liturgical Environment  

 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  

 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 

 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 

 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 

 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 

 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 

 Peggy Markee, 952.322.6479 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 

 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 

 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 

 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 
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FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  

St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747, www.fscsmn.org 

PASTOR: 

Fr. Joseph Gallatin ....................................... 651-905-4305 

 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 

Lisa Amos .................................................... 651-905-4304 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER: 

Mary Jubenville ............................................ 651-905-4307 

Heritage Center Rental Information 

     Mary Jubenville, staff contact .................. 651-905-4307 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION: 

Kathy Raible, Director .................................. 651-905-4311 

Ed Overell, Youth Coordinator ..................... 651-905-4312 

Amy Baker, Sunday School Coordinator ..... 651-905-4313 

Rita Holien, Religious Ed Secretary ............. 651-905-4318 

Religious Education Information Line .......... 651-905-4314 
 

MUSIC/LITURGY: 

David Dunst, Director of Music .................... 651-905-4323 

Liturgical Ministers ....................................... 651-905-4310 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR: 

Jenn Föehl ................................................... 651-905-4308 

OFFICE STAFF: 

Geri Korman, Receptionist ........................... 651-452-4550 

Darlene Olson, Communications Coord. ..... 651-905-4302 

MAINTENANCE: 

Brandon Carrier ............................................ 651-707-2547 

Tom Deshler ................................................. 651-905-4322 

Steven Olson ................................................ 651-452-4550 
 

Parish Office: 651-452-4550 

Office Hours: 9 am-4 pm Monday through Friday 

Fax: 651-456-0646 

E-mail: church@stpetersmendota.org 
 

Parish School: Faithful Shepherd 

651-406-4747 

3355 Columbia Drive 

Eagan, MN 55121 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

(all in the Historic Church) 

9 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  

Thursday and Friday 

HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 

Call the parish office for more information. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Peggy Markee .............................................. 952-322-6479 

 E-mail: pmarkee@charter.net 

Readings for the  

Week of August 15  

Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor 

15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 

 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 

15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Monday: Ez 24:15-23/Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Mt 22:1-14 

Friday:  Ez 37:1-14/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday: Ez 43:1-7b/Mt 23:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-

30 
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Readings for the  

Week of August 8  

Sunday: Wis 18:6-9/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 12:32-

48 or 12:35-40 

Monday: Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c/Mt 17:22-27 

Tuesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26 

Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Mt 18:15-20 

Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Mt 18:21---19:1 

Friday:  Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Mt 19:3-

12 

Saturday: Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32/Mt 19:13-15 

Next Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor 

15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 

 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 

15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
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Relevant Radio® 1330AM: Take your faith beyond 

Sunday and into the rest of the week with Relevant 

Radio! Itôs Talk Radio for Catholic Life! Tune in to 

Relevant Radio 1330AM. Listen online at 

www.relevantradio1330.com.  


