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Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 9 am and 11 am (all in the Main Church) 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
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HOLY DAYS As announced. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 4 to 4:45 pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS, NEW PARISHIONERS, WEDDINGS 
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Church of 
St. Peter 

MENDOTA 

1405 Highway 13   PO Box 50679   Mendota MN 55150-0679 

September 5, 2010 
23

rd
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR VISION 
We envision St. Peter’s to be a dynamic and growing  

parish through our: expressions of faith and  

worship, service to one another and the broader  

community, welcoming new members, compassion  

and ministry in pastoral care, and stewardship of  

God’s gifts and blessings.  

 

OUR MISSION 
The Church of St. Peter, the first Catholic parish in 

Minnesota, serves as a cornerstone of faith and heritage, 

where we welcome all to celebrate and live  

as the Body of Christ. We embrace our commitment  

to continue this founding legacy, care for future 
generations, and advance the Kingdom of God. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
about what the future holds, and hesitate to marry or form 

other ñcoherent life-plansò (25).  

 

In poor nations, Benedict says, hunger is a serious problem: 

ñWhat is missing, in other words, is a network of economic 

institutions capable of guaranteeing regular access to 

sufficient food and waterò (27). He calls as well for people 

to be able to decide at the local level about the use of 

farmland, to use traditional and new farming techniques, and 

to consider agrarian reform. He also links the right to food 

and water with the right to life. He says respect for life 

ñcannot in any way be detached from questions concerning 

the development of peoplesò (28). Poverty leads to a high 

number of infant deaths, but also prompts many 

governments to promote contraception and even to impose 

abortion. Pope Benedict criticizes something that the United 

States does (without naming our country): ñIn economically 

developed countries, legislation contrary to life is very 

widespread, and it has already shaped moral attitudes and 

praxis, contributing to the spread of an anti-birth mentality; 

frequent attempts are made to export this mentality to other 

States as if it were a form of cultural progressò (28). He also 

points out the work to spread abortion around the world, and 

to make development aid to poor countries available only if 

birth control is strongly promoted. Benedict goes so far as to 

say that a society that suppresses life has no energy to strive 

for manôs good. 

 

Religious freedom must not be denied in the modern world, 

the Pope says, although he condemns the use of religion as 

an excuse for violence, saying that such violence might 

really be motivated by ñdomination and wealthò (29). He 

says religious indifference harms the development of 

peoples, and calls for a greater spread of human knowledge, 

repeating Pope Paulôs teaching that one cause of 

underdevelopment is ña lack of wisdom and reflection, a 

lack of thinking capable of formulating a guiding 

synthesisò (31). 

 

Benedict says that when the inequality between rich and 

poor grows, ñnot only does social cohesion suffer, thereby 

placing democracy at risk, but so too does the economy, 

through the progressive erosion of ósocial capital,ô the 

network of relationships of trust éò (32). Something else he 

says in the same paragraph might raise some eyebrows: 

ñLowering the level of protection accorded to the rights of 

workers, or abandoning mechanisms of wealth redistribution 

in order to increase the countryôs international 

competitiveness, hinder the achievement of lasting 

development.ò He is, perhaps, speaking of ensuring wealth is 

not concentrated in the hands of too few. At any rate, this 

part of the encyclical closes with a call for charity (that is 

ñlove,ò of course) in truth to be the guide for human 

development, in order to avoid more damage to people and 

more divisions among people (33). 

 

 
~Fr. Joseph Gallatin 

B y the traditional reckoning of summer, the season of 

relaxation and fun draws to a close tomorrow, which is 

Labor Day. It seems appropriate, then, to get to some serious 

topics in the bulletin, and what could be more serious than 

an encyclical? This form of papal writing ï the most 

authoritative kind of letter a pope can circulate as part of 

what is called ñthe ordinary magisteriumò ï is not used very 

frequently. Iôm a bit behind on this topic, then, because the 

last encyclical letter published by Pope Benedict XVI came 

out last summer, not during the summer that is just ending. 

 

The encyclical is entitled Caritas in Veritate (Charity in 

Truth), and is subtitled ñOn Integral Human Development in 

Charity and Truth.ò It takes its place as an important part of 

the Catholic Churchôs social teaching. Its publication was 

delayed by the worldwide economic crisis that burst into the 

headlines in September 2008. The document was revised and 

signed June 29, 2009, although it was released to the public 

weeks later. I doubt the Holy Fatherôs advisers knew how 

severe this crisis would be or how long it would last. The 

encyclical does serve to analyze the ethics of the economic 

crisis, and offers what a commentator calls ñan essential 

moral framework on how to move forward.ò 

 

Pope Benedict repeats the call of Pope Paul VI, in his 1967 

encyclical Populorum Progressio, to see human 

development as a calling from God that is part of his plan for 

people, rooted in responsible freedom, in truth, and in love. 

He says that back in 1967 Pope Paul already could see that 

the people of the world would be knit together far more than 

they already were (ñglobalizationò), but admits no one could 

have known how quickly the process would move. Benedict 

says that profit is useful if it is a means to an end, but once it 

becomes the exclusive goal, it creates poverty. Growth has 

occurred, he says, and has lifted millions out of poverty, but 

it has brought problems that are highlighted by the current 

economic crisis. So he says the crisis offers us a chance to 

discern a new vision for the future. We can see the 

inequalities multiplying in our world: in the poorer areas 

there is a dramatic division between those with money and 

those experiencing ñongoing situations of dehumanizing 

deprivationò (section 22). 

 

Pope Benedict criticizes the ñdownsizing of social security 

systems as the price to be paid for seeking greater 

competitive advantage in the global marketò (25). We are all 

familiar with what it means ñto outsource productionò (he 

actually uses that term!) and to get countries to compete 

against each other to attract foreign businesses. The Pope 

says this can lead to governments limiting the ability of 

labor unions to negotiate, and to workersô rights being lost. 

He says that the mobility of the labor force can lead to 

ñpsychological instability,ò in that people become uncertain  
 

~continued in column 2 
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Pastoral Ministry 

Separated & Divorced Catholics 
St. Peterôs is hosting the upcoming series for the 

Separated & Divorced Catholics Coalition. Volunteers are 

needed to greet attendees, assist in hospitality set up and 

clean up and to facilitate registration. The series is 

Mondays, October 4, 11 and 18 from 7-9 p.m., volunteers 

will be needed for a variety of times including 6-7:15 and 

9-9:30. Everyone is welcome, whether themselves 

separated or divorced or not. If you are interested in 

helping with this valuable ministry, please contact Lisa 

Amos at 651.905.4304 or lamos@stpetersmendota.org.  

Thank you. 

 

Depression Support 
Major depression is a medical illness which affects nearly 
15 million adults each year. The Depression Support 
Coalition offers monthly educational speakers, both 

healthcare professionals and clergy, and weekly support 
groups. Weekly support groups meet at Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church in Burnsville at 6:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday evening. For more information, call Richard 
Erickson at 651.788.0275.  
 

Next monthly speaker: 

Monday, September 13, 7-8:30 p.m. 
ñTeens and Depression,ò Louise Griffith, MA, LP, 

Psychologist 
 

Location: Mary, Mother of the Church, Burnsville 
 

Brochures with further information about support groups 
and future speakers can be found in the Gathering Space 
in the brochure rack by the elevator. Questions can also 

be directed to Lisa Amos at 651.905.4304 or 
lamos@stpetersmendota.org. 

Sincere Sympathy 

St. Peterôs community extends 
sincere sympathy to the families and 

friends of Joseph Steman and Anne 
Rabin. We pray through faith that they are 

enjoying everlasting life. 

Wedding Banns 

Second Proclamation  
John Gavin and Larissa Stanek 

Ravoux Room Carpeting 

Over the next few weeks you may notice a flurry of 

activity in the Ravoux Room (former worship space).  

Our insurance company performed their annual walk 

through a few months ago and determined that the carpet 

in the Ravoux Room needs to be replaced for safety 

reasons. The carpet is quite stretched out and buckles, 

there are loose and frayed ends sticking out and it is in 

terrible condition.  

 

Due to a generous donation through an estate, we were 

able to set aside enough funds to not only carpet the 

Ravoux Room but also both conference rooms and the 

office entry and hallway. While the carpeting is being 

removed, we have also decided to remove the old altar 

and section off an area to build a storage room for tables 

and chairs. Our hope is that the new and improved room 

will not only be safer but more conducive for meetings 

and events.   

 

We have hired a professional company to install the 

carpet, however, there is a lot of other work that needs to 

be done. We are looking for volunteers to come in on 

Saturday, September 11, to remove the carpet and old 

altar.  We will also need volunteers to build the walls for 

the storage room and other minor details. If you are able 

to help, please show up in work clothes and be prepared 

for a ñfunò day of destruction. If you have any questions, 

call Mary or Tom in the parish office at 651.452.4550.   

Photo Greeting Cards of the 

Historic Church 

Next weekend, September 11 and 12, please view a 

sample greeting card depicting our Historic Church of St. 

Peter. The image is in full color, on high quality paper 

measuring 7 ½ by 5 ½ inches when folded. The sample 

card will be in the Gathering Space. If you are interested 

in purchasing some, we would be happy to take orders for 

them. Our cost will be $2.25 each. 
Pro-Life Evening—All Are 

welcome! 

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) is 

sponsoring a Pro-Life Evening on Tuesday, September 

14, at the Eagan Community Center, 1501 Central 

Parkway, 7 p.m. You will learn about how to help 

pregnant women in need, and be presented with the facts 

of abortion, stem cell research and more. Learn how you 

can make a difference in protecting innocent human life. 

Enjoy fellowship and refreshments at this free gathering! 

For more information visit www.mccl.org. 

 



23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 4 

St. Peter’s Community News 

Annual Giving 

Weekly Contribution Summary 
Budget for the period 8/16-8/22/10 ....................... $23,560 

Actual for the period of 816-8/22/10 ..................... $19,608 

Budget for the period 8/23-8/29/10 ....................... $11,860 

Actual for the period of 8/23-8/29/10 ...................... $8,942 

Year-to-Date Budget ........................................... $140,465 

Year-to-Date Actual ............................................ $130,993 

Social Justice Thought 

T o desire the common good and strive towards it is a 

requirement of justice and charity. 

 ~Pope Benedict XVI in CARITAS IN VERITATE 

St. Peter’s Reaches Out 

School is just around the corner! School 

supplies are on sale! Please consider buying 

extras for children of families who canôt 

purchase them. We will donate them to 

MOREôs Multicultural School for 

Empowerment as we have done in the past. 

Students need pencils, pens, magic markers, notebooks, 

lined paper, crayons, rulers, etc. Your contributions are 

well-received by the staff at MORE. Boxes for the school 

supplies are located in the Main Church coat room or the 

office entrance. Deadline for bringing in supplies will be 

Sunday, September 12. 

 

Dear Donors from St. Peterôs Catholic Church, 
 

Our sincere thank you for the generous 

donation of 269 pounds of food you made to 

us during July. 

 

Many of your neighbors will benefit from these gifts from 

your heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neighbors Inc. Staff and Volunteers 

 

Thank You from the Center for Mission 
Dear Fr. Gallatin and the Parishioners of St. Peterôs: 

 

Thank you for the gift of $7,421.58 to The Center for 

Mission for the Missionary Cooperative Plan. Each year 

we participate in this face-to-face encounter with the 

efforts of one missionary organization so that we might 

personally share in the story of the Good News of Christ 

being proclaimed in one part of the world.  

 

May our Missionary God continue to strengthen you in 

living out your own call to proclaim the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Deacon Mickey Friesen, D.Min., Director 

The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is 

engaged in a strategic planning process. This process will 

result in mergers and other structural changes in a 

significant number of parishes as well as a comprehensive 

set of strategic initiatives affecting all parishes and 

schools. The strategic planning process was launched in 

February 2009. Decisions regarding changes in parishes 

will be announced at Masses throughout the Archdiocese 

on the weekend of October 16 and 17, 2010. 

 

Itôs important to know that the Archdiocese of Saint Paul 

and Minneapolis is not alone in our need to make changes 

to ensure the future health of our local Church. Many 

other dioceses across the United States have gone through 

reorganization in the past several years. Even during the 

past ten years in this Archdiocese, there have been 

changes to parish and school structure. Currently, there 

are 217 parishes within the Archdiocese, ten less than a 

decade ago and there are 98 schools within the 

Archdiocese, three less than a decade ago. Clustered 

parishes are also not a new concept. Right now, 25% of 

parishes within the Archdiocese are in a cluster 

relationship with one pastor serving two or more parishes. 

Nationally, the percentage of clustered parishes is higher. 

 

You can find out more about the archdiocesan planning 

process by visiting http://planning.archspm.org/. 

Archdiocese Planning 

Process Update 
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Monday, September 6ðLabor Day 
Parish Office Closed 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 

Tuesday, September 7 
Loaves & Fishes 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
  Adoration Before Blessed Sacrament 
 After the 9 am Mass Until 5 pm 
 11 am Mobile Meals 
 

Wednesday, September 8 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 1:30 pm Council of Catholic Women Board, 
   Conference Room I 
 

Thursday, September 9 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 2 pm Faithfully Fit Forever, Ravoux Room 
 7 pm Al -Anon, Room 7 
 7 pm Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 5 
 

Friday, September 10 
 9 am Mass, Historic Church (8:40 rosary) 
 5:05 pm Pow Wow Begins 
 

Saturday, September 11 
 9 and 10:30 am 
   Alcoholics Anonymous, Rooms 2, 4 
 10 am Scripture Study, Community Room 
 1 pm Pow Wow Grand Entry 

 4 pm Reconciliation, Main Church 
 4:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 After Mass 
   RE Registrations 
 

Sunday, September 12ð24
th

 Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Grandparents Day 

 8:30 & 10:30 am 
   Choir Rehearsal, Main Church 

 9 & 11 am Mass 
 1 pm Pow Wow Grand Entry 
 After Masses 
   RE Registrations 

The Next Week Parish Pastoral Council 

Paul Boller ............................................. 651.994.8566 

Jeanne Chapdelaine ............................... 651.454.6325 

Barbara Dingmann ................................. 651.686.4671 

Michael Hermann .................................. 651.688.2104 

Tom Kraus ............................................. 651.454.6757 

Mary Partington ..................................... 651.457.5164 

Laurie Reding ........................................ 651.688.8536 

Joanne Rocco Carter .............................. 651.454.7853 

Margaret Smith ...................................... 651.698.7546 
 

Trustees: 

Jim Oricchio........................................... 651.452.3587 

Helen Wilkie .......................................... 651.365.1334 

Mass Intentions 

The following are the intentions remembered 
by the priest at Mass:  

 Monday, September 6 - ÀJoseph Schlogel 

 Tues., Sept. 7 - For the Respect of Huuman Life 

 Wednesday, September 8 - ÀRichard Ogorek 

 Thursday, September 9 - ÀEdward Lavigne 

 Friday, September 10 - ÀEstelle Knapp 

 Saturday, September 11 - ÀHoward Unger 

 Sunday, September 12 - 9 a.m. - ÀWilfred Stock 

11 a.m. - Mass For the People 

Committee Contacts 

Cemetery Team 
 Virginia Ecker, 651.451.3559  

Community Caring for Life  
 Carol Mulvihill, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Council of Catholic Women 
 Nancy Stanton, 651.686.9009 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 Jane & George Vasiliou, 651.454.5292 
  jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Faithful Shepherd Board of Directors (St. Peter Reps.) 
 Sheila Manahan, 651.457.9240 
 Dan OôBrien, 651.895.6040 

Finance Team 
 Jim Fink, 651.454.0233 

Guatemala Mission 
 Virginia Garcia-Velez, 651.207.4997 

Knights of Columbus 
 Chuck Stanek, 651.276.7231 

Liturgical Environment  
 Mike Berndt, 651.454.4884  

Liturgical Ministers  
 Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550 

Loaves & Fishes/Sharing & Caring Hands 
 Elizabeth G. Baker, 651.686.6379  

Mobile Meals 
 Barb Yourczek, 651.454.3622  

Menôs Club 
 John Vogel, 651.688.7427 

Neighbors Food Shelf (Drivers) 
 Freda Grainger, 651.455.9712  

Pastoral Care Team 
 Joan Pilney, Contact the Parish Office, 651.452.4550  

Prayer Chain 
 Peggy Markee, 952.322.6479 

Saturday Morning Scripture Study 
 Sr. Zoa, 651.450.6328 

Social Justice 
 Lisa Amos, 651.905.4304 

Ugandan Outreach 
 Ralph Dumond, 651.456.0986 

Workcamp 
 Ed Overell, 651.905.4312 



23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 6 

Readings for the 

Week of September 5 

Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25

-33 

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11/Lk 6:12-19 

Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Mt 1:1-16, 18-

23 or 1:18-23 

Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Lk 6:27-38 

Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Lk 6:43-

49 

Next Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1

-32 or 15:1-10 

Liturgical Publications Inc 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Parishioners and friends are 

welcome for private prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Historic Church 

on Tuesdays after the 9 a.m. Mass 

 

HELP! We are in need of a committed adorer 

on Tuesdays for  the following hour: 

11 a.m.-12 noon  

If you are interested and available, please contact: 

Jane Vasiliou 

651 454 5292 

jvasiliou@comcast.net 

Matthew 26:40-41ðJesus said to Peter: 

ñCould you not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray.ò 

Award-winning country musician Phil Vassar, one of 

Nashvilleôs most versatile and prolific stars, will headline 

this yearôs concert event on Saturday, September 18. 

Joining him are up-and-comers Rocket Club, and 6 Wheel 

Drive, a popular cover band. Tickets are $20 in advance 

through September 12; $25 starting September 13 and at 

the gate.  

 

Friday, September 17, is Family Fun Night, an evening of 

youthful joy for preschoolers on up. Join us under the 

Septemberfest big top tent from 5:30-8:30 p.m. for 

carnival games and activities, music and entertainment, 

great food and tasty treats, family-friendly beverages, 

fabulous raffle prizes, crafts, and more. Family Fun Night 

admission is $5/person or $20/family. Purchase a family 

admission by September 13 and receive $5 worth of 

activity/concession tickets for free.  

 

Sunday, September 19, at 11 a.m. is the popular annual 

Septemberfest Mass in the concert tent, followed by an 

Eagan Knights of Columbus picnic lunch.  

 

Visit www.septemberfestrocks.com to purchase tickets or 

for complete event information. 

Faithful Shepherd’s 7
th 

Annual 

Septemberfest 

September 17-19 

FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
AND TRI-PARISH CENTER  
St. John Neumann, St. Peter, St. Thomas Becket 

3355 Columbia Drive, Eagan, MN 55121 

651.406.4747 

www.fscsmn.org 

Council of Catholic Women 

St. Peterôs Council of Catholic Women Board will meet 

on Wednesday, September 8, 1:30 p.m. in Conference 

Room I. All women of the parish are invited to attend. 

Knights of Columbus 

Pancake Breakfast 

Faithful Shepherd Knights of Columbus is 

sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast at Applebeeôs 

in Eagan Town Centre on Saturday, September 

18, from 8 to 10 a.m. Cost is $5 per person and 

children 3 and under are free. Pre-sale tickets 

are available by calling Art at 651.452.6779. 

Labor Day Mass 

Mass will be celebrated on Monday, September 

6, 9 a.m. in the Historic Church. The parish 

office will be closed on Labor Day in 

observance of the holiday. 

 

Have a safe, fun-filled holiday weekend! 

Mendota’s 11
th

 Annual Welcome 

Home Traditional Pow Wow 

Friday, September 10, 5;05 p.m. 
through Sunday, September 12 

 

NO DRUGS, ALCOHOL, FIREARMS, OR PETS 
$5 Entry Button Donation. 

Bring lawn chairs. 
Visit www.mendotadakota.com for more information. 


